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H£ Parliament which had been prorogued the 14th of 
May^ 17841 to the 29th June following, was by feveral fub- 
fequent proclamations prorogued to the 20th of Jan. 1 785 \ 
when his Grace the Lord Lieutenant^ opened both ho|ifes 
with the following fpeech. 

^ My Lords and Gentlemen i^ 

' << I have his Majefiy's commands to meet you in Parliament,' 
<< and to defire your advice and co-operation}, upon thofe af** 
<^ fairs of importance, whicht ii| the prefent circumftances of 
,/Q << the kingdom, require four moft ferious attention.'' 

<< Whilft I lament the lawlef^ outrages and unconftitutional 
r& cc proceedings which had taken place fince your laft proroga- 

«• tion, I had the fatisfa<£lion to perceive that thefe excefles 
^< wereconjGnedto a few places, and even in thefe condemned^ 
^ '^ and I have now the pleafure to obferve, that by the falutary 

<Mnterpofition of the laws, tl^e general tranquillity is re« 
y cftablilhed." ^^ 

Voi- IL B tt Qem 



^* Coflcctanca l&oiitica* 

" Gentlemen of the houfe of Commons,'* 

9 

«< I have ordered the public accounts to be laid before you. 
« — I have the Jfulleft reliance on your approved loyalty to the 
«* Kiiig, and attachment to your country, that a due confide- 
<* ration of the exigencies of the ftate, will lead you to make 
«' whatever provifions (hall appear to be ncccflary for the pub- 
«<^ lie expences, and for the honorable fupport of his Majcf- 
<« ty's governnlent." — 

« My Lords and Genttemen/* 

*^I.am to recommend in the Kings name, to your ear- 
<* ncft inveftigation thofe objcftsof Trade and Commerce 
^^ between Great Britain^ and Ireland, which have not yet re- 
<< ceivcd their complete adjuftment. — In forming a plan, 
*< with a view to a final fettlement, you will be fenfible that 
<< the interefl of Great Britain and Ireland ought to be for 
*^ ever united and infeparable ; and his Majefty relies on your 
<< liberality and wifdom for adopting fuch an equitable fyftem, 
<* for the joint benefit of both countries, and the fupport of 
<f the common intereft, as will fecure mutual fatisfa£lion and 
" permanency."-— 

" The encouragement Mid extenfion of Agriculture and 
««^ Manufactures, and efpecially of the Linen Manufafture, 
^ will, I am perfuadcd, eagagc your conftant concern. — Let 
<* me likewife direA your attention, ia a particular manner^ 
<« to this fiCherks on your coaftSf from which you may 
« rcafonably hope for an improving fource of induftry and 
^« wealth to this kingdom, and of ftrengt^ to the empire.'* 

' '« The liberality which you have always fliethi to the main- 
•< tenance of yo^ proteftant Chart er-fcbools and other public 
« mfiitutions, makes it unnecefiary for me to recomdiend 
*« them to your care.—You cannot more benej^vi^tny exert' 

« this? 
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^' this laudable fpirit, than by dire Aing your attention to im* 
*^ prove and to diffiife throughout the kingdom} the advanta- 
*< ges of good education: fenCble of its eflential confequenoe 
^ to the morals and happinefs of the people^ and to the dig- 
*< nity of the nation, I am happy to afltire you of his Mayef- 
*< ty's gracious patronage ; and (hall be earneft to give every 
** aififtance in my power to the fuccefs of (iich meafutef, as 
<< your wxfdom may devife for this important purpofe/'-— * 

f < It is the province of your prudence and difcretion to con- 
<' fider what new. provisions may be neceflary for fecuring the 
<< fubje£b from violence and outrage, for the reguhtion .of 
<< the police, and the better execution of the laws, as well as 
^ for the general encouragement of peaceable fubordination 
<* and honeft induftry.-^It will be a pleaiing task to me to af> 
<* fift and promote your exertions for the tranquillity of the 
<< kingdom, for upholding the authority of the leglflature, 
<< and fupporting the true principles of our happy conftitution> 
« both in Church and ftate.** 

/ 
^ The uniformity of laws and' of Religion, and a common 

'< intereft in treaties with foreign dates, form a fure bond of 

<< mutual connexion and attachment between Great Britaia 

^'-and Ireland.— It will be your care to cheriQi thofe inefti- 

<< mable bleffings with that fpirit and wifdom which will 

«< render them efiedual fecurities to the ftrength and proi^ 

*« perity of the empire.*^— 

This ipeech we fee particularly takes notice of the three Fol* 
lowing points— >viz. ift. <* Unconjiiiutwudprociedings^' which 
had taken place. — ^adly. zjinal adjuftment of Trade and Com« 
merce between Gfeat-Britain and Ireland''----3dly. a plan *< to 
diffufe throughout this kingdom the advantages of go6d 
education.'' — And accordingly each of thefe became a fubjeft 
«f Faurliamcnt»ry diftvffipn dnring the prefent year.— 

" • * 

• As 



12 CToiiectanca l?o!itfca« 

Astd the firft, It has been already ftated, that attempt;s. 
were recently made to prevail on the Slierifis of counties. Sec* 
to convene general meetings in their reFpe^tive bailiyicks, for 
the purpofe of deliberating on the expediency of a reform in 
the reprefentation of the people ; ^nd for the appointment 
of a national congnefs^ to meet in Dubiini and then digeft a' 
plan of fuch reform:— Thefe were the uncoii(ftitutiopal pro- 
ceedings to which the fpcech alludes. — ^The conduft of the 
Court of King's Bench in awarding an attachment on that 
cccafion againft the then High.Shoriff of the County Dublin, 
(which was before mentioned) was however confidered.b^* 
many, as not founded upon legal authority ; and.fqveral mem-' ' 
bers in thehoufe of Commons, endeavoured to bring for-* 
ward that enquiry « — At the commencement of this feffion it' 
was therefore moved « that the proper ^iEcer do lay before 
this houfe copies of the proceedings had in the King's Bench 
lafl Term, in the<ale of the. King againil Henry Stephens ' 
Reilly, Efq. late High Sheriff of the- Co. of DubUn.V— But 
after different alterations had been propofed and carried, this 
refolution was reduced to the folio wing form, viz: <* that the 
King's Attorney General do lay before this houfe, a copy of 
the charge exhibited by him againft H. S. Reilly, -late High 
Sheriff of the Co. of Dublin, in confequenceof which lie was' 
attached by the Court of King's Behdi ; as alfo the excul- 
tion of-the faid Hv S. Reilly to thefaid charge."— 

On the 1 8th Febru. the following refolutions pafled,— viz. 
<« Ordere'd, that it be an inftruftiori to the- grand Gtommit- 
tee for Courts of Jnftice to fit on Thur/day next, at tfcuBttof 
the Clock. 

. « Onder'd that tjie copy ott^ qUjtf gft. ^xhiJ^ijiC^ agfurtJ^ 
Hen. Stephens.MHr^ Efq-^^^^pglk^/iff of the;4J«»w#yu 
of Dublin, urqq.^J^c^, tlj^^;/^^' H. &,%i^yi,?H5i**«^ 
as alfo the order for the attachment againft the faid Hen. S. 

Reilly, 
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Reillf) now lying on the table» be referred to the faid 
.Committee."-—^ 

On the 24th, the late Hen. Flood, Efti- brought this fub* 
3eft into debate, but finding he wa^ overpowered by a great 
majority, he attempted foon afterwards to re-aiTuroe it, in 
another form : — And we flxajj here (late that gentleman's 
fpeech on the occafion^ as it will f^Il]^ explain the point ia 
queftion. " 

" I moved ycfterday, (faid he) that the officer of the courb 
of King's bench fhould attend on thi^ da«y, with the rule 
book of the court, on the crown fide, for the years 1761, 
1762, and 1763. I conceived that it contained moft ufeful 
9nd necefiary information. I wjll not fay, that for that rea- 
fon it was denied ; but it was denied- I moved that thq 
grand committee of courts of jufticc fhould fit this day, to 
receive the fabje£l : that too was refufed ; though certainly 
the moft parliamentary mode of proceeding. I fh^ll, how- 
ever, go on s for evei:y thing that pafied in that committee 
ihe night before the laft, makes it more necefiary to entec 
into, the prefect difcuffion. 

«» I do not mean to arraign the K.ing's-bench, much lefs the- 
committee of this Houfe ; but there are moments^ and there 
are cafes wherein a prejudice feizcs on the minds of great and 
wife bodies, and induces them to decide in a manner lefs fui- 
ted to their wisdom and t6 their greatnefs, that one would 
have expeftcd. The decried aggregate meeting ; the dreaded 
reform of parliament 5 the inhabitants as well as freeholders,, 
being invited by Mr. Sherifi^ Reilly's notice ; the queftion of 
catholic franchife ; the words reprefentation and congrefs 
ftrangely tortured ; and the reprobated. x:efoIution of that 
meetingpledging their lives and fortunes to the unknown and 
vnfermed decifion of that congreis, and of thofe reprefen- 
tatives ; all thefe circumftances,. heightened by eloquence and 
prejudice, feem originally to have run away with the difcre- 

B 3 tion 
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tionofthe King's bench» and to have had the fame effcAon 
the committee of this Houfe, the night before the laft. The 
opinion of that night was an opinion merely founded on Mr. 
ReiUy's cafe^ and that under much colouring and mifrepre- 
ftntation. It becomes neceflary, thereforei to bring before 
you now, the conftitutional queftion, as to the principle of at- 
tachment, without reference to any particular court of juftice, 
or to any particular and fpecific cafe. 

** The very power of parliament has been queftioned, as if 
we would be competent to impeach a judge, or to addrefs for 
bis removal, and yet not be competent to enquire into hisjudg- 
ments, which ought to be our ground for doing either ; or 
as if we could be competent to make laws, and yet have no 
knowledge or judgment as to the laws that are inl^eing. But 
the conftitution and the law fay otherwife. The houfes of 
parliament are made the guardians of the integrity of the 
bench, by recent fiatute. By the conftitution, original judi- 
cature, in cafes of impeachment, remains to the parliament ; 
and final judicature, did once belong to both Houfes, though 
now, by compaA, it is confined to the Lords. At all events 
the wifdom of the conftitution faw that final judicature mufl: 
never be feparated from the legiflative power ; for were it, 
it is evident that the final judicature might, by degrees, under 
colour of adjudication, invade the legiflation \ whereas, whon 
the final judicature is even in any one body of the legiflature, 
it is not much to be feared that that bsdy will endeavour to 
exalt its judicial at the expence of its legiflative authority, 

^» As a ftrong inference, on the prefcnt fubjeft, arifes out 
of this principle, I (hall take it a little higher. In the Saxon 
sera, from whence all the freedom of her conftitution is de- 
rived^ all civil and criaiinal law was difpenfed in the county 
courts, when the alderman, earl, or (hcriflT, being names, at 
different times for the fame thing, did prefid^, being elefted 
by the body of the county, and the freeholders or body of 

the 
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the county judged.' Thus there were originally judges, both 
of law and fa^l^ though now it is attempted to exclude them 
even from the latter. In the fimplicity of that timei and ia 
the pautity of laws, there was then no fuch neceflity as there 
is now that law fhould be a profefllon^ or that there fhouldbe 
pi^ofeffional lawyers or judges ;. nor were there any fuch ; 
fince they have become neceflary, fiocc crown jiudges have 
been appointed ; but ftill the wifdom of the conftitution has 
faid, let there be profefTional and crown judges for law ; but 
there muft be popular judges, that is jurors, for the faA. But> 
to the prefent fubje£l : As the county courts difpenfed all 
law within the county, fo did, the national ai&mbly or wit- 
tenagemote difpenfe law in other matters. What follows t 
That at firft not only final, but original judicature wasjexer- 
cifed by the national aiTtmbly. Now, that that afiembly 
bad a law of privilege, analogous to ours, to proteft its dig- 
nity, and to defend it» in the neceilary exercife of.its indis- 
penfable fun£lions, cannot be doubted^ 

•* What do I. infer from this r. That when originarjudIca<«^ 
fure was tranrplanted from the national aiTembly to the courts 
of juftice, which we now fee, this neceiTary law of privilege 
and protection accompanied the transfer, by the wife (pint of 
our conAitution, and that the practice of attachment is, in the 
courts of juftice, rightly underftoodand. limited, exafllywhat 
our law privilege is to the parliament. Now every man knows 
that the law of privilege, in parliament, is grounded on ne- 
ceffity only, and never to be extend.ed beyond that neceiSty. 
Every body knows what a clan\our the courts of juftice would 
make, and the nation too« if parliament were to extend its 
privilege an atom beyond the abfolute neccfGty of felf-pro- 
te^ion. Every man knows that the law of privilege is only 
meant for internal purpofcs, if I may fay fo, and not for ths 
community, or for the fubjeft atlarge ; that it is by definiti- 
on /riva lex, and never to be indulged to the extinftLonof 
the hf(publica% and that It never ought to be exerted, except 

whcft 



whep the peirron on whom it Is executed has abuf<pd or refifted 
the procefs or order of the court of parliament, or when he 
is in fuch a fituation that there is, as it were, a privity between 
him and the body in whom the privilege refides* 

« In its origin it was fo confined as to extend only to con- 
tempts committed in the prefence of the court or parliament. 
Hence the nature of the procefs of attachment is perfonal on- 
ly ; that is to fay, it is merely an apprehenfion of the perfon^ 
becaufe it was fuppofed that the perfon committing the con- 
tempt muft be prefent, and that \ns caption was unavoidable; 
and hence it is, that f^hen caption is avoided, the procefs to 
this hour is ifieffefbual ; no diflringas iiliies ; no alias ; no 
pluries; it is a perfonal procefs only, becaufe originally in- 
tended for contempts committed in perfon, and in prefence 
only. 

** A fliort view of the Norman sera, will fliew that the 
prefent dodlxine of attachment, has no foundation but in the 
ilar- chamber, William the Conqueror overturned the whole 
conftitution ; by an arbitrary fiftion, he affiimed to be the 
proprietor of the whole foil, and divided it into 60,000 
knights-fees, that he might have, in effeft, an army of 60, 
000 knights bound to him by all the chains of the tyrannous 
Norman feod which he introduced. As to national afiemb- 
lies, fuch as the Saxon, he held none; as to parliaments, 
fuch as we know, he held none. If he held any public coun- 
cils, they were councils of barons only, and thofe partially 
and arbitrarily fummoned, a fault in which he was imitated 
by moft of his immediate fucceflbrs. Hence one of the arti- 
cles of magna chart a is, that the major barons ftiall be par- 
ticularly, that is to fay, individually fummoned. Whatcon- 
fHtutedthe major baron was then perfedlly known, though 
liow imperfedly. But this article ha^ a double operation; it 
required, ift, that every major baron fhould be fummoned ; 
and, 2d, that no man would be fummoned who was not a 
major baron. 

« As 
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<« As to the judicial power, which, is our objeft, he can- 
celled, in effeA, the Saxon conftitution and the county courts, 
and fubftituted a Norman court, called the aula regis in the 
place of them, and compelled the people to quit their na- 
tive judicatures and their native language, and to plead in the 
Norman language, and in this Norman judicature, before an 
ccclefiaftic, whom he brought from Normandy to prefide in 
that court, in the charaAer, and with the title of capitalis 
ju^iciarius ; and here the enemies of liberty take their (land. 

V 

I 

« They point to the ruins of the conftitution, and from 
them they pretend to delineate its fabric, and to eftablifh its 
principles on its fubverfion. But the right honourable mem« 
ber [ the Attorney General ] might as well tell me that the 
curf eu, or that the conqueft was a part of the conftitution, as 
that the aula regis was fo. 

<' This court and this jufticiary, eftablijQicd by a tyrant 
to fupport his tyranny, foon became a tyrant in the reigns of 
his fucceflbrs, both to the prince and to the people, and rofe 
to fuch enormity in ' the reign of Henry III. when Braxton 
wrote, whom the right honourable gentleman [the Attorney 
General] has quoted, that the fon Of that Henry III. cameTy 
Edward I. overthrew that court, and eflabliflied on its ruins 
the four great courts of judicature which we now pofleis, and 
has bebn thence juftly ftiled, the Juftinian of England* li 
Braflon's words,, therefore, as' quoted, were applicable to 
attachments, which the. very reading of them (hews that they 
are not, yet they could be of no authority, becaufe they 
would be a defcription of a court not belonging to our confti- 
tution, and then in the ftage of its moftexceffive ufurpation. 
As well might a man ftate the regal power in England, hf 
ftating the praflice of James II. immediately before his de- 
pofai. But Braflon only ufed general words, and not the 
word attachment ; and his words would prove nothing on 

the fubjeft, becaufe they would prove too much y for they 

would 
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vnmld equally prove that attachments might be ufcd in cafes 
between individual and individual, las between the court and 
the fervauts of the court or the magiftrate, 

' « Again I fky that the firft principles of our criminal ju- 
rifprudencc declare, that no man fliall be forced to give evi- 
dence againft himfelf, and that no man (ball be conviAed^ 
but by judgment of bis peers. Attachment is an exception 
to this general rule. It proves the rule indeed, but as it can« 
not prove itfelf, it muft be eftablifhed by proof; and no- 
thing but precedent, in point, can be admitted. Confti- 
tational do^ines may be eftablifhed by principle ; but un- 
conftitutional dodrines can only be maintained by precedents 
exaftly in point. What follows ? Till the reign of Edward 
L the prefent courts of judicature did not exift. Till then 
no precedent, in point, could exift. Neither can we poflibly 
luve a record of any fuch precedents earlier than ^ fubfe* 
quent reign, namely that of Edward II. for with Edward IL 
and not before the year books begin. What does Lord 
Chief Baron Gilbert, that great lawyer and antiquarian, fay ? 
In his z^ to eftabliCh attachments, in their full extent, he 
forgets his knowledge. He quotes the ftatute of 13th of Ed- 
ward I. and fays, that it feems as if commitment for con* 

tempts was founded in that ftatute. Whoever reads the 

fiatute will fee that it has nothing to fay to the fubje£l ; but 
this is not all. The judge is guilty of the gi-ofleft anachro* 
nifm. In what refpe^ i Though, fays he, no man can be 
^prifoned, according to magna charta^ but by judgment of 
his peers, or by ^hc law of the land, yet this ftatute of Ed* 
ward L is lex terras^ as if thofe words could mean any thing 
but what was law^t the time, or as if King John and the ba- 
rons feventy years before, could have had in contemplation, 
a ftatute that was to pafs feventy years after. What u{e do 
I make of this ? I ufe it to prove that at that period there was 
no foundation for the prefent doctrine of attachment, other- 
wife 
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* 

irife to great a maiii fb zealous in the caufe, would not have 
committed fo deplorable an error. I ufe it to prove^ that 
the words o( magna chartay or BraAon's words quoted by the 
Attorney General, beings prior to that ftatute.of Edward I. 
are committed by the aulhority of that judge^ not to be appli- 
cable to attachments, of which he places the origin not high- 
er than the ftatute of the i Qth ef Edward I. As to that fta- 
tute, I leave the reading of it to prove, that that had no* 
thing to fay to the fubje£t \ and then I will pafs from Gilbert 
to Blackftone, who animadverts on the error of Gilbert, and 
then falls into as great an error himfelf. For ^hat does he do } 
He 'quotes the year books for precedents of attachments, but 
a learned member has gone through every cafe, fo quotcfd 
from the year books, and has found that in every one oi thofe 
cafes it appears by the year book, that a jury was empanelled: 
What follows ? That every one of Blackftone*s authorities 
are overturned. And what is the natural inference ? That 
when two great judges and antiquarians have laboured this 
point, they have been able to prove nothing but their owa 
errors in law, and in fa£t, that the fubjefl is defperate, and 
that thf point is incapable of proof. No precedent fs poflible 
to be found before Edward III. The tumultu^ reigns that 
were infefted by the wars of York and Lancafter, are not 
times of precedent ; if in that period any had been^produced^ 
which yet there have not. What follows 1 We are brought 
to the reign of Henry VII. and then a ftatute wai found 
neceflary to fupport the court of ftar-chamben And why I 
Becaufe the pra£tices of that court could not be fupporte4 by 
the common law of the laiid. Attachments, in full extent* 
then, began indeed. "But they began in the fiar-chamber, 
and under that ftatute. By example, it is true, they crept 
into other courts ; which are apt enough to favour increafe 
of jurifdiAion ; but as they rofe (in their culpable extent) with 
that ftatute, which was made to fupport the ftar*chamber, 
fo sdfo, they fnuitbe coniideredj as falling with that ftatute. 

«« What 



.20 Collectanea 3Politica# 

— »* What follows ?. That attachment Is not a part of the 
general law of the land, hut merely a law of privilege for the 
protection of the courts -, founded on and tolerated only by 
necefnty, and not to be endured bqrond it. It can, there- 
fore, only esctend to perfons guilty of contempt to the courts 
in their prefence; to the officers and fervants of the court ; to 
perfons abufing or re^fting the procefs of the coiirt ; and to 
the fheriffs or magiftrateS| when they become, in effeft, ier^ 
vants of the court pro tempore $ by being pro tempore adtually 
fiot conftruClively engage4 in the fervice of the court. The 
two latter branches are e^tenConsof the law of privilege, be* 
yond its original bounds ; and they are the utBK>ft e;^tenfion 
that can be admitted with fafety to the general law of the 
land. Whal follows ? That where the fheriff is not adfaially 
inthe fervjce of foine of the courts, he is not fubje£t to this 
fupimary prcfods. Still lefs can he be {ubje£t to it, when th^t 
iwhich be does, is not. a part oi his jurifdiflion, as iheriff. 
Colour in office, in fuch cafe, is not to be intended againft 
Jihe fhiiriff) becaufe the law will pot intend colour of office, 
in hts favour. In Dal ton's Sheriff, 121. page 573, are thefe 
wordSf <^ where the fheriff, or officer, hath a precept to levy 
%oL und he levieth 40/. this is extortion. But wherti he 
hath no authority, it fhs^ll not be intended that he doth that 
by colour of his office^ but in fuch cafe it is felony. Now 
what can i3e more abfurd than to hold that the law will intend 
colour of office in favour of pvinifhmept, when it will not in- 
tend it in favour of life'' ? 

, ."Now to apply this to the cafe of any of thofc fberiffs 
yho have favoured coupty meetings for promoting a reform, 
except Mr. Reilly, whofe cafe I will keep entirely out of ^he 
prefent.queflion, has any fheriff a power or authority by his 
office, to Qommand fuch nieetings ? Certainly not. Has any 
iheriff pretended to command fuch meetings? Certainly not. 
Have they fummpned the county by their bailifil ? No. Have 
/ they 
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they attempted to punifli any man for abfencc ? No. Did they 
compel the power of the county, that is, the county armed, 
to aflemble ? No. On the face of their advcrtifcment, was 
it not declared that the meeting was defired, not' command- 
ed, at the requeft'of others, and not by the official power of 
the flleriff ? Certain "gentlemen of the county defirc the |)rc- ' 
fenteofthe fheriff as the firft confervator of the^ace. Is' 
not this an overt aft of peace, not of fedition ? They defire 
the convenience of his coynty court, probably the longeft and 
the moft central room, in the county ; and by his notice he 
fignifids a compliance with their defires. What is there ia 
this that can be tortured into a crime ? Are voluntary meet- 
ings in a free county, prima faciei and in themfelves illegal ? 
Certainly hot. Is deliberating on a reform illegal? Certain- 
ly not. But choofing delegates to repreftnt them in congrcfs, 
it is faid, is illegal. In the firft place, thefe expreflfions were 
ufed in very few counties ; but even where they were, I asl^ 
Is the. word " congrefs" to become for ever, and in all fenfes, 
illegal, becaufe the Americans ufed it ? As to America, it 
has now the fanftion of parliamentary authority. By defini- 
tion, it is only a meeting or aflembly ; and in its general! ufe 
bias been more frequently employed to denote meetings for 
promoting peace than war. I have no partiality for the word 
congrefs, becaufe, in my mind, Ireland is as good an authori- 
ty herfelf as any the can find abroad. But .yet I cannot find, 
that there is any illegality in thofe fyllables, or in that found. 
As to reprefentatives, I readily admit that if by reprefenta- 
tives, it were neceflary to underftand that they were perfons 
whofe deliberations were to bind the people, and to have any' 
coercive authority or legal obligation, the objeftion would be 
juft. This Houfe undoubtedly is the only reprefentatives of 
the people in parliament; that is to fay, to all purpofes ofie-* 
gifl^ion. I propofed a refolutida to that^ffe{ty ^^> Itpvd Cor- 
liflc'^ government b^fctl^e parliament wauld |i'ot*.afleiil Xo^iU '' 

Y^)Kf^,w tb^e are*wb^%^^tbiferlbw.|iwr^ i^ 
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folc reprcfentativc of the people in parliament, and for legifla- 
tioD, but that we can have no other kind of reprefentation 
whatever, for any other purpofe, or in any other capacity* 
"Now the latter I deny. The king is the reprefentative of the 
community, as to foreign ftates. Every man may have vari- 
ous reprefentatives. A man's heir is his reprefentatite xa 
one fenfe >-his executor in another, his agent in a third, his 
attorney, in a fourth, any man to whom he gives a letter of 
attorney for a particular purpofe, in a fifth, and fo on, adin^ 
Jinitum. That the people have a right to petition, no man 
denies. But they cannot depute or delegate that right, it is 
argued ; It is unneceiTary to debate that point, for neither 
the convention nor congrefs, have petitioned, ox, mean to pe- 
tition* What then is the fa£t. Each county has chofen a few 
nominees, or deputies, in whom they confide, to confer with 
others of the fame defcription from other counties^ in the ca- 
pital, as the place moft convenient for meeting, and for in- 
formation ; and during the fitting of parliament, when it is 
poffible to be of ufe, not during its prorogation, when it 
could be of no ufc^; and this they have done, for what ? That 
concord may be the better obtained, in a cafe where any divi- 
fion among the people would be fatal. What thefe deputies 
or delegates refolve has no binding force or coercive obliga- 
torinefs on the counties* The counties may petition in fup- 
port of thofe refolves, or they may not ; they may enforce 
them by all their conftitutional powers, or they may rejeft 
them. In fliort, it only tends to unite the' people, and hence 
^s the objeQion to it. The enemies to reform wiQi to divide 
the people. They feel that this mode is the beft mode of u- 
niting them. They know that that union would be irrefifti- 
ble, and they therefore objeA to this meafure, not becaufe it 
is really illegal^ but becaufe it is rational and efficacious. 

*^ As tD county meetings they are not illegal in England ; 
how caa they be fo here i that they are hot illegal in En« 
gUiidi witneft the innvmerablc ofeetingi of that kind, in that 

couatiT 



y- 



country at all times. Witnefs, in the prefent time^ a requi<- 
fition^ but the other day, in the county of York, fent to the 
fheriff^ Mr. Damby, in confequence of which he advertised 
a county meeting, at which Mr. Wy vil attended, to promote 
a reform. Witnefs another meeting, more pointed to our 
purpofe, held in the city of York on the 12th of this month 
(February) by the freemen and inhabitants at large in that 
city. They petition parliament for a reform^ and then they 
refolve, << That it is the opinion of this meeting, that an ad- 
ditional number of reprefeatatives of counties, not accom^ 
panied with any other reform, will not fufficiently amend the 
reprefentation of the people." In Ireland fuch a refolve by in* 
habitants at large, would be faid to diAate to the legiflature 
and to overturn the conftltution; and this petition of the free- . 
men and inhabitants of York, notwithftanding the audacity 
of this refolve, has been ilnce prefented to, and received by 
parliament in England, without the fmalleft objection to it. 
Indeed if there be a cafe in the world that ought to be fingled 
out, from all others, as the cafe in which the people ihould 
have the moft authority, and the Houfe of Commons the 
leaft, it is the queftion of reform ; And why ? becauie this 
queftion arifes, folely, from the inadequacy of the reprefen- 
•tation ; what follows ? the reprefentative is, in this iingle 
cafe, a party againft the people, and ought as little as pofli- 
ble to judge in his own caufe. 

^< I beg pardon for having detamed you fo long, t am hap- 
py that the many cogent arguments, and cafes of law, and 
the great abilities that have already been exhaufted on this 
fubjeft, have made it unnecefiary for me to detain jpu longer* 
They have rendered it even improper, hecaufe it would be on- 
ly to re^at, with leis force, and with leis authority, what 
was then advanced. This I have every where avoided as 
much as I could. I know hew much I have weakeqcd my 
argument by doing fo«-»but it was unavoidable. And saw^ 

Sir« 
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Sir, I fliall move yoa to come to the following refolation.— « 
«< Refolvcd that the praftice of attachments, for contempt of 
court, ftands on the fame ground of law in both kmgdoms, 
and ought not to be extended further in Ireland than in En- 
gland.*' — No particular court is fingled out. We do not de- 
clare the law by this refolution, we only fay, what cannot be 
denied, that the law of attachments is the fame in both king- 
doms, and that' the praAice ought, therefore, to be the fame. 
We only declare, that in a practice not congenial to the con- 
ftitution, we ought not to go further than England. The re- 
folution abftains from faying that the practice here has been 
further extended, out'of refpefit: to the bench ; and alfo from 
this confideration that the prefent judges have not originated 
this excefs. It does not cenfure the paft. It only provides 
for the future.'* 

Mr. Flood was feconded in this motion by Sir Edward 
Newenham; but after fdme debates, the original motion was 
amended to the following form^i-viz : 

<< That the pra£|k]ce of attachments for contempts of court, 
ftands upon the fame ground of Law both in England and 
Ireland and does not appiear to have 1)een extended in this 
kingdom beyond the fame.'' — ^The refolution in this form 
was carried, and therefore Mr. Flood's intention of enquiry 
as to attachments, fell to the ground. 

We come now to coniider thofe proceedings which took 
place relative to tht ttcond great objeA in^Ius EjLcellency's 
fpeech which we before noticed— a final adjuftmez^t of Trade 
and Gomknerce between Great Britain and Ireland. — As thb 
wtsvfubgeft'ofthe'firft ttripdrtaiice^---and its difcuffion oc- 
cafidn'd a verf laf gt debate/ wc flxall rcfervc it for a feparate 
cfaaptefu .^ 

C H A P. 



e H A p. m 

Proceedings In Crreai Sriiain and Ireland refpe&lng a final ad'-' 
juftment of commerce, — ^Prop^ions fubmitted to the Britijb 
Minyiry\ — and nevt tHodePd — Btlh introduced in the Houfe^ 
•fCommoni in tdch Country grounded thereon-^Mr. Secreta* 
ry Ordisfpeech on that occafton^^Speich of Henry Grattan-^ 
leave giiten to bring in the bill — public opinion on the fubje^"-^ 
Petitioners for and againfl the bill ; fuhfequent proceedings and 

. event of the meafure.^^ < 

j^RiEnotJs to the liieetirig of* the trifh parliament in 1785^ 
the Britifli cabinet, in concert with the CommiiSoners ap« 
Jpointed on the part of Jrelandp hzd formed a plan for regulat-* 
ing and finally adjufting the commercial intercourfe betweei^ 
the two countries— On the 7th of Febr. Mr. Orde, thea 
fecretary to the Lord lieutenant, announced thb fyftem to 
the houfe of Commons, and on the i ith a fet of refolutioni 
which he had before laid on their table and agreed to by the 
houfe without any material alterations. — The concurrence of 
the houfe gf Peers being foon after obtained^ thefe refblutU 
ons were immediately tranfmitted te Englknd as the propo* 
fed bafis on the part of that kingdomi for an equita)»le and 
final adjuftment. 

The Britifh parliament was forfome time occupied lA 
receiving the petitions and hearing the evidence of manufac- 
turers and nxerchants of every defcription, upon this fubjefl t 
*-land the propofitions were afterwards brought forward by 
Mr. Titt| but with a variety of amendments, variations and 
additions. «*-*To the original fet of propofitions^ tep new ones 
wert added, fome of them only fupplemental to and expla- 
natory of the former, but feveral containing much new and 
important matter : they were thrown into heads of a bilL 
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On the 1 2th of Augufty Mr. Orde introduced into the 
faoufe oF Commons here^ a ^ill correfpondent to that moved 
fay the Englifh minifter. — He moved the houfe that <« leave 
be given to bring in aBiil for finally regulating the intercourfe 
and commerce between Great Britatn ^nd Ireland on 
permanent and equitable principles for the mutual benefit o( 
both kingdoms/'- — He prefaced this motion with a ipeech t9 
the following efieA. 

" Mr. Speaker. 
«< I have been fo much accuflomed to the indulgence of this 
Houfe, that notwithftanding the apprehenfion I muft 
necefTarily feel from the great iolportahce of the bufinefs I 
have to propofe, I have the furefi: reli^ce upon the candour 
and generofity of the afiembly to^hich I addrefs myfelf^ 
' confciqus as I am of the benefits that will refult from what t 
BOW offer t6 this country, and only dotibtfiul of my own a- 
bility to fet the queftion in a true point of view. I therefore 
call upon gentlemen to es^^mine it with attention, but with- 
out (Prejudice,' and I am confident they will find it (b condu- 
cive to thfe troe intercft of Ireland, that^hey will not repin6 
It the many de^s and interruptions which have unavoid* 
' ably occurred diqjlkg the fciOionw 

On a fu1^e£l of fomuch Inlpbrt^iice, I truft gentlemen wilt 
think it unnecefT^ry for me to remark, how efilential it is to- 
wards forming a juft determination, that they fhould 'diveft 
themfelves of every impreffion that could be made by what- 
iver they have heard Out of doors, and that they Ihould take 
the mealure up on its own merits. 

I {fiould be forry to afiTume a refponfibility that did not be& 
long to me, but in this bufinefs I am proud to ftand forward^ 
and declare myfelf refponfible. I fay this to avoid Uaif- 
reprefcntation. I fpeak to this country, and I wifli it may 
be heard in the fifter kingdom ; becaufe there is nothing ill 

the 
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the bill which I fhall now have the honour to propofe, that I 
dare not honcftly avow, nor would I propofe a mcafure that 
I was not in my heart convinced would conduce to the bene- 
fit of Ireland. 

It has been faid, and very {irongly relied upon, that thii 
^oufe flood pledged to" the eleven refolutions which were 
pafled in the parliament of Ireland, and tranGnitted for the. 
confideration of the Dritifh parliament ; but a moment's re- 
fleftion will fliew gentlemen^hat fuch a thing wais ioipolfible; 
the very aft of tranfmitting them for confideration fliewed 
that they itiight be accepted elthef as they went from hence^ 
or with fome fhades of difference, or upon certain conditions; 

It has been faid, that Great Britain is not pledged to this 
ddjuftment, though government was. I never wifhed to take 
efl; any part of the pledge that government had given to it^ 
nor ihould I be authorized if I attempted to do it ; but I muft 
obferve, that government took it up at the dcfire of parlia- 
ment exprefTed in their addrefs of the.laft feflion ; though 
government on both fides could only go a certain length in it^ 
The eleven refolutions of parliament were indeed a grounds 
work on which government wifhed to ereft an edifice, to 
contain an inesthaufiible fiore of benefit to both kingdoms ). 
, atnd I ftill hope to fee it brought to perfeftion. — Other ma- 
terials have fince been added, yet they are all congenial to 
the firft, and if arranged and placed together by the hands 
of thole who are friends to the empire — if out of thefe; ma- 
terials an whole is formed/ cemented together by the wifdom 
of thofe who love thpfe kingdoms, a pile may be raifed that 
^111 ftand the teft of ages. At the fame time that I avow 
the concurrence of government, I wifh to juftify their con- 
'duft, which I truft will be proved to have been alike friendly 
to Great Britain and this country \ for in a bufinefs of fuch 
importance, where the intention is to coi^ciliate, to unite, 
and to cement the interefls of the two countries for ever, it 
would be folly to }can witk any unjuft partiality to either. 
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la proceeeding on this bufinefs, it has been necedary for 
fninifters to coniider the diffiprence of the two countries* 
With that view minifters on the other fide have conduced 
themfelves^ and have brought into the Britiih parliament^ 
a bill founded on the variety of matter laid before thern^ 
When the eleven refolutions were pafied in this country^ 
they were only to be coniidered as the foundation of a trea* 
ty to which Britain was free to accede^ or which (he might 
fejeA. Thefe refolutions arofe from an addfefs of this 
Houfe^ and gentlemsn will recollcA, that the circumftances 
which led to that adckefs, and in ^¥hich the prefent govern- 
^tnent upon its arrival fouhd this kingdomi were fuch^ that it 
'Was impoflible to proceed without fome fyftem to refcue the 
"country from fo much uncertainty and diftrefs* Government^ 
therefore, at the defire of this Houfci took up the prefent 
lueafure. I^ for one, approved of it, and gave my confent, 
but gentlemen will recollect it was a propofition of expeAati* 
en from the other fide, almoft every part of it led to concefli* 

* 

on ; the matter to be heard by us was fmall, it was apparent 
that the conceffions we required were all beneficial to this 
trountry, and therefore we were almoft unanimous. 

But on this very account it became neceflary on the othef* 
^de the water to confider it with more attention, to confidef 
what they fhould concede in a fyftem, which at leaft the 
force of prejudice taught them to look upon with apprehenfi^ 
on. It was therefore necefiary for them to. examine evidence, 
and much confeqiient difcufiion enfued ; the refult was, 
that twenty refolutions containing the whole purport and 
fpirit of the eleven propofitions of Irelktid, together with the 
conditions on which England is ready to afient to them, 
were pafTed, and are now brought into the Englifh parliament 
in the form of a bill. I 

Having fucceeded fo far as to bring in a bill, minifters 
fubmit the fyftem to the confideration of this country, and 
have waited its dccifion, that they might not feem to cany 

the 
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tlie i^ftem without its confent^ but to proceed according to^, 
its opinion^ and hoping tobjring the whole to an ivianimous. 
conduiioa^ 

I would therefore advife» Ihat we Ihould do a&Englandb 
has done i that we (hould firft gix^ leave to briag 'mz bill oa 
our propofitions, thea receive evei^ information that can bo^ 
hid before u^, and after having formed our bill^ upon^whal^ 
Aall appear to be the true intereft of this country^, compare 
it with the Englifii bill ; and after all| am fanguine enougli^ 
to hope there will be found, verj? littile diflS^rence indeedv 

But it is ob)e£kd, thai by bringing in & bill^ Ireland i^^ 
' pledged^ whil^ Great Britain^ in flopping where fhe is, may 
lake advantage and make any alterations ihe thinks proper. 
I do not fee thatj^ in either country, a bill can be confidered^ 
9H any thing, more than a propofition liable to any alteration^ 
before it receives, the royal afi^nt,. and long before that can 
kappen, the opinion ^each na^on on the prefent fyft^m will 
be fully known to. the other. Therefore I fay no advantage 
cw be taken I^ either ; for if any alteration fhould be made^ 
by one country, it would only give the other an opportunity 
of receding from, the treaty. For thefe reafons, I.hope, I 
ihall be sdlowed to proceed in the fliape of a bill, formed on 
cnr own propofitipns, which, I truft, I ihall make perfeflly 
acceptable, by introducing fuch dauTes and explanations as 
fliaUmake it clearly confonant to the free and independent 
conftitution of this country* Wherever it differs from the 
eleven propoCtions, the alterations (hall carry upon them the 
proof that theyai^e for the mutual benefi^ofbothcountries.. 

And heve, Shr, aliow me to declare, that I do not think 
it poflible that thb country in fettling a fyftem which is for 
ever to unite her intetefts with, thofe of Great Britain, will 
feek to catch at little trifling objections ; the good fenfe of 
thi^ nation it too great ^o be duped by'defigning people. I 
h^it deQlare;d| and I beg it may be believed^ that I never 
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will introduce into ^his Houfe any thiijg di^rogatory to the 
conftitution of this country, derogatory to that conditutioa 
which has been repeatedly and recently recognized on the 
other fide; and which after fo many full, open and decided 
declarations made by Great Britain, there- does not remain 
the leaf): ihadow of a reafon for f\ippodng ihe would be fo 
wild, fo abfurd, (I want wof'ds to exprefs my abhorrence of 
the idea) fo ungeneroiis as to attack. The two nations wiil^ 
I truft, upon principles of good faith proceed to draw clofer 
the bands of union, and if it were poiHble that any thing I 
could introduce, could be interpreted as trenching on thq 
freedom and independance of Ireland, I declare I have na 
authority for doing io ; on the contrary, waJ I to dp fo, I 
ihould a£t againft authority. 

For fots^e time paft I have entreated gentlemen to delay 
the confideration of this queftion, not from any wifh to pr&» 
vent its receiving a full difcufiion, but that it might not be 
taken up partially, and before it; was mature. I now wiflito 
invite examination, I wi(h the accomplifhpient of thebufinefs 
to depend upon the refult of our well weighed deIiberations» 
and when I ihall have the honour to introduce a hill to eft 
fe£luate the fettlement of the trade and intercourfq between 
Great Britain and Ireland ypon juft and equitable principljesj^ 
I defire to have it underftocid that I mean the mutual interefls 
of, both ; and that I doit with an intention of laying it before 
the people of this country^ and collecting their (enfe upoa ih\ 
fubjefil. 

From the revolution which had taken place in the ftate olj 
commerce and politics, by the eftablifhment of the American 
States, it becomes neceflary to draw the bands of union 
between Great Britaiq and Ireland as elofe as poffible. By a 
rivalihip in trade, both countries would be injured, foreign- 
ers only could profit or rejoice. We therefore fhonld en- 
deavour to for^a^d the intereft of the two countcies as of 
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•ne united empire — on this ground the refolutions vere 
fQrmed ; their objeft was to open each country to the other^ 
to remove the prohibitions which the jealoufy of England 
has eftablifhed, in order to keep her trade to herfelf— «to . 
form a fcale of equal l>enefitS| with an equal conftrudlion of 
the qayigation lawsj and admit this country to every benefit 
which England enjoys, In a wprd, that each country fliould 
prefer the other to all the world befides •, for thcfe conceffi- 
ons, evidently to the difadvantage of England, a return was 
€xpe£ledj^ of a fair and equal affiftancc to the empire at largCj^ 
an affiftance by a revenue arifing out of the very benefits. 
Ireland wajsXQWCciyji. 

Thefe are the general circumftances of the treaty, and t 
beg leave to fay, they could not be confidered but as propofi-<> 
tjond. which might ftand in the fettlement or not. Though 
they were fair anfi liberal, I could have- wifhed them ftill 
more liberal-r-1 could have wifhed that every fort of diftin£li« 
on between the two countries was wiped away^ and a full and 
free community of rights and of commerce eftablifhed be-* 
tween them ; but as circumflances render that impraflicable. 
it is neceflary to look out for fomething near it^ and thi^ 
fyflem is the beft that hs^s yet been devif(|d« 

It is very eafy to account for the alarm with which thc^ 
•*fyflem naturally was received in England, every man will^ 
confider his own interefts with great partiality ; from which, 
circumftance the fituation of the minifter became extremely 
difagreeable. He cot4d not avoid hearing numberlefs com- 
plaints againft the fyftcm. Befides the prejudices of manu- 
fa£hirers, he had. a ftrpng party to contend with—-a party, 
that put tl^e ftrqngefl oJaU difficulties in the way of removing, 
the prejudices of England, by declaring that they alone - 
flood up for. the intereft of Great Britain, and that they ne- 
ver woutd confent to grant any further commercial benefits 
to this country. The minifter rcfifted more than he gave . 
up ; for had he conceded all the points which. they defired^ 
it would have been a very different fyftem indeed. Wa. 
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We ought, however, to look upon the whole in a liberal 
point of view. It is impoflible to enter into the detail before 
we have fixed the general principle ; and though it may feem 
in fome points to depart from the letter of the propofitions^ 
yet it perfeftly agrees with their fpirit an4 intention. The 
circumftance which has gone far to deprive us of calm de-t 
bate on this fubje£l iS| the increafe of the refoIutioDs fron\ 
eleven to twenty -, and thi$ is tbegre^t hoaft of oppofition, 
that in caufing the alteration they have fo perplexed them, 
as to make them an obje£l of difcontent in this countryt 
ivithout allaying th^ difcontent of the other. 

,It has be.en faAd, that the conditions introduced into the 
tefolutions ^e inconfiftetit with the conftitution of Ireland 4 
I truft it will be feen they are not. Conditionsj indeed^ 
were prppofed tp be ^dded, that wo^ld have left the countrjr 
no confiitution at all ; b,ut as to conditions, I fhall introducQ 
none not fairly and juftly arifing from the (yflem, and per-* 
iz&ly confifteiit iritl^ the cqni^ilt^tioi^. 

The fyftem' I flball prpduce (hall not differ from that oC 
1780, except in the extent or the benefits. The objeft is,^ 
that this country ihall enjoy all commercial advantages 01^ 
Ihe fame principle ihe enjoys the colony trade ; and i^t is 
admitted that the Settlement unde^ which (he enjoys that ^ 
trade, doe^ not infringe upon her conftitution^ the prefent 
fettlement mufl: ftand clear of that imputation. The princi- 
ple li this, that fo long as Ireland f^all chopfe to retain the. 
advantages of the commercial t^reaty, (he fhall condition to^ 
regulate her trade by fuch law$ as the trade of England i^ 
regulated by, and whenever fhe choofes to give upt^he'^benefitj^ 
the condition expires of courfe^ In faying this, I have no. 
idea of weakening the permanency of the fettlement j be- 
caufe I ani convinced both countries will receive fo much 
advantage from it, that they will wifli to make it eternal : 
habit will confirn> what fpeculation firft formed, and a^ffefti- 
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•n will firengthen the whole* I do therefore invite th# 
country to cofi&iiet this fettlemefnt^ oonvlnced as I ua^ that 
the more it is un^erftaod the more it wiU bje approved, butt 
the terror of it< heing irr^ypcaible ari(^ from the moft un« 
founded ojF ai^ the mifai^reheAfions that have yet taken 
place i fo % from binding yo^ for eyer^ it ^an only b}nd youi, 
vi^le you find it yoi^^ Uxtereft, for many of the bills which 
wiH he formed upon it^ coming annually under your confidera* 
^tion^ youwil^ haye ^nual oppoyrtux^ties of reje£)^ng them. ' 

As tp the refolution prppoied yefterday, I can have no oIk 
)e£lion^ to it^ if the Hpuf^ ihall tjhlnk it necSsflary y but I truft 
that a claufe or two of the bill which I Qf^Ji fiat^ to th^ Houfe 
irill take off any appirehenfion a^ to coniUtutioaSt if notj^ 
though \ think them t^nn^c^Efiarjx I^ can ha:9e 90 hefitatioi^ 
to (atisfy fcruples which are fo very honourable to thole who. 
jfeel them. The Q)>je£fe^ of thofe <laufes is tp fl^en upon re- 
cord, that parliament n^her int^nd^ vHoap have it in their 
power to relinquij(h tHe finalleft portion. oC the nation's 
legiflatiye uidepen^ence.} alfo to fhew in wbaf, manner it 
Ihati be kpown when this nation ihal} conlida^ the ftttlement 
as infringed y and as fome partiality towards England^ might 
jbe fuppofed to reft with the minlfters of thecrowni thai 
quefiion h left to the decifion.qfthe twp ilo^fes of.]?arii%c 
ipent in Ireland."' ^ 

Here Mr. Oi^dc rea^. the following claufes^ 

^ And wherqis no law made by the prefent forliament: 
(^ caPi or ought to limit or i?efl;rain the free and unquef|ion<^ 
<( ed^ercife <dF the difcretipn of anyfucceeding parliaments^. 
f < who muft b^ cofnpetent equally, as in the preient, to e^ 
*< very z£t of legiflation wrhatever, and to deliberate upon» 
f < enaft, or decline to enaft, any of die reguhtions or pro- 
M viiions to be ipniidered as cffential4|nA fruid»nental cph* 
f < ^i^'ipn^ of this f^ttl^iO^OI* 
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•f And wKcreas the continuance of the prcfent fcttlemenl^ 
«< iDuft depend on the due obfervance, in both kingdoms, of 
<< the feveral matters herein declared to be fundamental an4 
«« effenUal conditions thereof, according to their true intent^ 
f* ipirlt and meaning, 

« Be it declared, that the continuance of the prcfcnt fet- 
<< tlemcQt^ and thq duration of this ad, and of every tldng;' 
^< herein contained^ fhall depend upon the due obfervanco, 
^f in the kingdom of Great Britain, of the feveral matters 
<< herein declared to be fundamental and eiTential conditi-*, 
<« oris of *thc laM fettlement according to the true intcnti 

<' meaning and fpirit thereof; 

» 

<< Provided^ neverthelefi, that all the faid fundamental 
i* and eiTential: coi^ditions fhall in all times be held and deemr 
.<< ed to be, and to have been duly obfervedin thp kingdom 
<< of Great Britain, unlefs it fhall have been exprefsly declar<- 
<< ed ^y a joint addrefs of both houfes of parliament of thi^ 
</ kingdonx to. hi^ Majefty^ that, the fa^e have not bpen duly 
^< obferved,"* ' 

1 fh^lh now in the' moft concife manner pofEble, take % 
view of the eleven propofitions of this parliament, in order to 
fiiew that the bill which I fhaU introduce is founded upon 
them. If there be any difference, it is merely in the- forni^ 
but not at all in fLibflance. The firft refolution is, 

Refohed, <^ That it is the qpmion of this committee, 
f< that it is highly important to the general intereft of the 
<< Britifh empire, that the trade between Great Britain and 
*^ Ireland be encouraged and extended as much as poffible ; 
<< and for that purpofe that the intercourfe and commerce be 
f; finally fettled and regulated on permanent and equitable 
« principles, for the. mutual benefit of both countries." 

It contains merely a general declaration, and is comprifed 
111 thejitle of the bill, 

The 
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The fecond rcfolvcs, « That towards cjtrryxng into full 
** effe£l fo deiirable a fettlement, it 'is fit and proper that all 
ff articles, not the growth or inanttfaflure of Great Britain 
^ or Ireland, ihould bcj^mported into each kingdom from 
<< the other reciprocally^ under the fame regulations, and 
^f at the fame duties, if fubjeft tp duties, to which they arc 
»^ liable when imported direftlyfrom the place of their growth 
!< produce or manufacture $ and that all duties originally paid 
^^ on importation into either countries re(pe6lively, Ihall h% 
f « fully drawn back on exoortation to the othen*^ 

The bill carries this proportion into full effeA^ except 
with regard to Eaft Iqdia gopds, which in another place it 
alfo provides for ; there are fome ^ceptioQs with regard to 
fmuggling,.but' they are fo clear, that they explain themJGslvesi. 
The third, which refpefU the trade in oative pf od^fiioAS^ is« 

t 

Refplved, ** That for the fame purpofe it is proper that na 
<< prohibition il^oftld exift in either country againft the im^ 
« portation, ufe or falc of any article, the growth, produfl: or 
f ^ manufacture of the other ; and that the duty on the im« 
<« portation of every fuch article, if fubjeft to duty in either 
f' country;, flipuld be precifely the fame in the one country 
«< as int^e other, except where an addition maybejiecejOTary 
« in either country, in confequenpe of an internal duty OQ 
f « ^ny fu<;h article of its own confumptiop,'^ - ' ' 

The bill propofes to carry into efFeft this propofition, witb 
a fingle exception, with regard to flour and meal, and with 
fomc prohibition to prevent fmuggling; ^ 

The fourth propofes^ <^ That in all caufes where the duties 
«« oa articles of the growth, produft, br manufafturc of 
«« either country are different on the importation into the 
«« other, it Would be expedient that they Ihould be reduced 
ff in thp kingdom w^ere they are tlie bigh«ft to the amount 
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«• payable in the other ^ and tha( all fuch articles ihoald be 
P ei^portable from the kingdom into which they fhali be iim- 
A< ported as free from dnty as the iUnils^r commodities pr homi^ 
^< manufacture of the iain^ kingdom.^ 



— V 



* 

This I would for the prefent leave fubjefl to the futurer 
difcuffion of the Houfe. It is however neceflary that wo 
Ihottld fix upon fom^eiiftain period at which the rates of dntici; 
Ihould be taken^ and to me no time appears fo proper as that 
when in confequence of the declaration of the freedom oji 
the conftitution of Ireland* a refolution was pafled in Oreat 
Jpritain^ that it was indifpenfable to the intereft and hH^inefs 
^f both kingdoms that the connexion between them Ihould 
be eftablifhed upon s^ ioli^ a^d permaneiU looting } this wat 
pn the i7lh of Mayj» 2782 ; .it had no doubt a commercial 
obje€k in yiew^ and from that period | think it &ir to ftate 
the duties. Ten and an half per centj^ has been fppken of as s^ 
|>roper ^ounteryailing duty, but I would propofe tb^ com- 
^iffioners fhould be appointed to adjuft and prepare the pro- 
per countervailing, duties— that they fhould report to this 
Hottfe ^he grounds on which they foirm their opmionj and 
that the Honle ihould .finally determine upon a fair principle 
pf equality between tl^e t wq coimtries. \ 

The fifth proportion /refolvesji «< That for the &me pur^ 
<f pofeit is alio propei^ that in all cafes where either kingdon^ 
V. fliall charge artides of its owficonfumptioA with an inter-. 
"** nal duty ot\ the nsanufaAare, or a duty on the material,. 
M the fame manufaftare, when imported ^m the other, 
< f xmty be charged withra. farther duty on importation to the 
^f %ne ampunt adequate to countervail the duty pn the ma- 
<< .(lerial \ 9nd fhaU.be intitkdXa fuch drawbac1$:s or bopntif^s 
^* on ezportatupii as may leave the Came fiibjeA to no heavier 
A« harden than the home j^a^ >mdnufa£hire ; fuch ^rther 
^ dnty tp continue fo ^ng only as the internal cpnfumptioa 
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« fhall be cliarged wUh the duty Or duties to baknce Whicb 
•^ it ikalt be impoftd, or untH the manu&Aure coming from 
<< the other kingdom ihall be (ubjeQed there to an equal 
< < burden, not dra'i^n back or compenfated on exportation/ ^ 

This I ptdpofe to carry into etfeft. 

The fixth refolves, ** That in order to give permanency tdf 

<< the fettlement now intended to be eftabliihed, it is tie^efiary 

<< that no prohibition. Or new or additional duties ihould h^ 

*< hereafter impofed in eithef kingdom on the importation of 

'< any article of the growth, produA or manufaQure of the 

*' other, except fuch additional duties as may be requiilte to 

** balance duties on internal confumptioil, purfiiant to the 

** foregoing refolution,^^ ^ 

This I would alfo propofc to carry into tScSL 

\ 

The feventh rcfolves, « That for the fame purpofe It it 
*< necefiary farther that no prohibitions, or new or additional 
^* duties, fhould be hereafter impofed in either kingdom oo 
" the exportation of any article of native growth, produAor 
^' manufaAure, from thence to the other, except fuch as 
<< either kingdom my deem expedient from time to time up- 
'^ on corn, meal, flour and bifcuits ; and alfo except where 
«< there now exifis any prohibition which is not reciprocal, 
<< or any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms \ in every 
^< fbch cafe the prolfibition may be made reciprocal, or the 
^< duties raifed fo as Co make them equal." 

Now, Sir, I am fair to own, that in this cafe I Ihall pra« 
pofe an altefation, ^/Chich at its firft appearance may feem io 
depart from that equality which is the principle on which we 
aft, but will upon a moment's refledlion be found perfeillf 
confiflent with jufticoi upon which principle I trufl tbc houfe 
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Will be induced to agree to it. The objcft to which I allude, 
is the exportation of wool and woollen yam from Ireland to 
England, while the export of the fanle articles f^om £ngland 
to Ireland is prohibited. But wheH we confider that this very 
refolution for ever guards the exportation of our linens to Gt. 
Britain, duty free> on feveril fpccics of raw materials abfolutc- 
ly neceffary to the manufaftures of this country 5 when I fay 
England is ready to give tip fo much id favour of our manu- 
fiiChires in getiefal, and particularly of our flaple manufaAure, 
Ireland, I am fure, will not tlunk it hard to make fome con- 
ceflion to favour the ftaple manufafture of Britain ; but even 
were that out of the queftion, from every thing I have heard^ 
I am convinced it would be injurious to this country to pro« 
hibit the export of yarn. 

M 

The eighth propcJutiori refolves, " That for the fanie ptir- 
*^ pofe it is neceflary that on bounties whatfoever fhould be 
<< paid or payable in either kingdom on the exportation of 
^< any article to the others except fuchas relate to corn, meal, 
^< flour and bifcuits^ and fuch as are in the nature of draw- 
^* backs, or compenfation for duties paid; and that no 
<^ bounty ihould be granted in this kingdom on theexportati-^' 
^* on of any article imported from the Britlih plantations, or 
*' any manufadure made of fuch article, unlefs in cafe where 
*< afimilar bounty is payable in Britain on exportation from 
*< thence, or where fuch bounty is merely in the nature of a 
*< drawback, or comp6nfation of, or duties paid, over and 
ff ai;td above any duty paid thereon in Britain*!' 

ThisfecuTQS many material adv^antages'to Ireland. The 
ittpply of coalsi. fait, hops, batk and feveral other articles, is 
cf the higheft importance to her lixanufa^ures, filheries, and 
proviiion trade, t would therefore introduce the eighth re- 
folution in the bill as a fundamental condition. 

.^c nintb propofition rcfolvji, « That it is expedient for 
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<* the general benefit of the^Britifh empire, that the impor- 
•* tation of articles from foreign ftatcs ihonld be regulated 
<« from time to time in each kingdom, on fuch terms as may 
** a^ord an effeftual preference to the importation of fimilar 
«^ articles of the growth, produce or manufaftures of tbo 
« other.** 

This gives an additional fecurity to our linen manufa^re. 
MVhen this propofition becomes law, we fiiall have nothing 
to fear irofn the cheapnefs of the Ruffian or German linens ; 
ours mud have an effectual preference in the Britilh markets^ 
«s indeed muft all out mahiifa^res Over thbfe in foreiga 
tountries^ 

The tenth propofition refpeAs the inlerhal oeconomy of fi; 
tiance* 

Refolved^ « Th'&t it is dFehtial to the tothmercial interefts 
*^ of this country to prevent, as much as poilible, an accu«' 
** mulation of national debt ; and that therefore it is high* 
<* ly expedient that the annual revenues of thif kingdoxor 
*' fhould be made equal to its annual ezpences.^* 

The eleventh rcfolves, *« That for the better protcftlon of 
<< trade, whatever fum the grois hereditary revenue of this 
<< kingdom (after deducting all drawbacks, repayments or 
«' bounties grafted in the nature of drawbacks) fliall produce 
<* over and above the fum of 65<>oodl. in each year of peace^ 
« wherein the itonual expence, and in the year of war, with- 
•< out regard to fuch equality, ihould be appropriated towards 
<< the fupport of the naval force of the empire, in fuch man« 
<« ner as the parliament qf this Ujngdom Ihall dire^/^ 

Gentlemen will remember, this was an additional refoludk 
on not originally propofed by me } it is however of material 

«()itifequen€e in this^ cotoatryi and na^ttrally conncAed with 
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Ihc Tyfktmf HOr tan stay thing mom convince me of the be- 
nefits of it^ thsM(l that thi3 ihould he one of the firft conTe- 
quences.; it do^ credit to the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr; Grattan) ^hd fuggefted it, sihd I take this opportaaity 
of faying in allidion to fomething which fell from him the 
Other day, that there is in this a pledge given for the abfblutft 
performance of etery part of thofe propofitions, 

t cannot avoid tal^ng liotice of ioniething which dr6p« 
ped in the Houfe the other day, upon the fubjeA of the pro- 
pofition now before us : It was faid that it had been difcufied 
to the other {ide, and being found too favourable to Ireland 
^as rejected, and the original tenth refolution fubftituted in 
its place-7-I declare that no fuch circumftance happened, and 
I hope the honourable gentleman who faid it did, will allow 
me to intimate to hith that he received his information from 
fome quarter not thoroughly informed on the fubjeft. The 
quefiion never was objefted to in that itfpeA, but as there 
was aidiAcUlty in wording the refolution, it was thought ad* 
i^fable to refer to this country for an explanation of its own 
propoiition in the bill* 

I beg leave to mention another ciifcumftance fo the Houfe, 
which is, that after the hill (hall be formed, it is my wifh 
that nothing {hould be confidered as complete on either fide, 
ontil a mutual declaration of fatisfa^lion ihall haye pafifed in 
both parliaments, that is, that the bill wluck pafles in Great 
Britain on this occafion (hould not have the force of law till 
the Iri(H parliament (hall have declared theur fatis&ftion at 
it $ nor (hall the bill which pafied here have the force of bw,. 
till the £ngli(h parliament have declared their fattsfa^tion ; 
by this means to the very lafiijponient t)iere will be (^portuni* 
ty to remove or arrange any difficulty which may arile after 
«hedifcuffionof&ebtU; 

f^Ub regard to the colony tca4^9 1 would proj^b that w% 
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liiould be bound to carry it on under laws fim!Iar to thofe 
^hich Grctit Britain has or may think proper to adopt for that 
purpofej thatiSy tiponthefaitie terms that Great Britain her- 
felf trades fo her colonics^ with perhaps fomc few exceptions, 
chiefly relative to mm ; JPor as the colony trade was a free 
gift from Great Britain td this cotintry/lhe had an undoubt- 
ed right to condition on what terms {he would impart it, 
indfurely no ftipulatioh cotifld be more liberal, than that Ireland 
fhould enjoy it as Great Britain does ; fo long therefore as 
Ireiand retains the benefit^ it is juft (he ihould fulfil t|ie 
condition. 

Gehlleinen will rcfcolle^ thai in 1780, when a participatir 
6h in the colony trade was granted to Ireland, America was 
a colony of Great "Britain ; circumftances have fince altered, 
and America is iiow with refpeft to both countries a foreiga 
ftate. Many cflfort* were macle to forci? the minifter on the 
Other fide to attempt regulating your foreign trade; I ni^nti^ 
bn thi$» becaiife doubts have been eatertaincdy that the 
principle of trading under laws Cmilar to thofe by which 
Great Britain tegulates her colony trade, \t to be extended to 
foreign trade^ which is not at all the cafe $ it never was an 
6bje£l of the fettlemeht to interfere with the foreign trade ot 
this country, but where articles could be had from a colony 
fimilar to thofe produced in a foreign ft^te, that preference 
ihould be given to the colony, therefore the general queftloft 
Of Ibbje^ling all articles of the' American fiates to an equal 
duty upon importation into Ifeland as when imported into 
Great Britain, was entirely rejefted ; this country is clearly 
entitled to trade with- the foreign ftates of America, and all 
dthcr foreign ftates, upon fuch terms as Ihe fliall think pro- 
per ; but as there ate feveral articles that we may have from 
the colonies, but which have been ufually imported from the 
Hates of America, it is Jbiit reafonable in a fettlement of this 
kind, that care Ihould be taken to give' our own colonies a 
preference over foreign ftjtcs \ I gill jjicrtfpre propofe th^t 
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with regard to thofe articles, viz, oil, whaTc-fins, peltry, &d. 
&c. the fame rules of impofipg duties which arc obferved itk 
Great Britain, fliall alfo be obferved in Ireland} at the fame 
time I beg it may be underjlood, that niiniders never bad an 
idea of interfering with the queftton of the faif and full righ^ 
of your conftitution \ this is a matter prdpofed iimply as z 
eonditioh of the fettlement, and which it is cxpeftcd Ireland 
will periform, fo long as (he thinks it worth hei* While to cnjby 
the benefit of the fettlement ; fcfut if the benefits of the fettle- 
ment fliall appear lefs to her than thofe of trading with fo- 
reign flates in articles wherein they rival the colonies, fhd 
mtLj refrain from enacting the particular condition ; ihe has 
power to do it ; though I never will give up the idea of this 
being a perfeft and permanent fettlement, becaufe it is foun- 
4ed on mutual benefit^ t truft it will long continue to their 
cdmmon advantage. 

There is an article of niaterial confequence to this country^ 
1 mean fail cloth, with regard to which I (hall propofe torc- 
sBOve the diftinftion that now exifts, and toenable the furnifli-^ 
ing of Britifh veflels with Irifh fail cloth, it being hereaftef 
to be deemed and taken as Britifh. There is another ex- 
ception I would propofe, it is upon a favourite and valuable 
objeft to this country, it is that linen and proviflotis fhallfor 
ever hereafter-be exempt jFrom duty, when exported to thfi 
colonies. 

In palling over the various objeAs that now occur fbr.cbh* 
diiion, 1 am led to mention two or three of lefs importance 
. than any I have yet noticed, 1 mean copy rights and patents j 
1 do not mean to propofe any thing relative to them, unlefs 
the country flioutd think the fame regylations nccefTary here 
with refpeil to tbetn, that have - been adopted in Great. 
Britain. 

• There is another objeCt wit^ ftfft& io filhcries ; I wpuid' 
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jpropofe that the fiiherle$ fliould be equally open to both 
countriesi and that the fubjeAs of either country fhould Uavc 
full liberty to fiih upon the coafts of the others 

The laft objeA of adjuftment with whlck t fhail trouble the 
iloufe, relates to the Eaft India trade. It was intended to put 
this trade on the fame footing as the trade to the weftem 
colonies, but a moment's confideratien fhewed the heceiHty 
of payihg due refpeA to the charter of theiBaft India com- 
pany ; I £ball therefore prdpofe in the bill to adjuft thij mat- 
ter in (uch a way, that Ireland may be entitled to all th^ 
benefits that Great Britain herfelf can enjoy, and fo long as 
the trade fhall remain confined to the port of London, fo 
long ihall both countries fiand on the fame footing ; but i^ 
eafe of the expiration of the charter, the Eaft-Indies {liall be 
confidered as the other colonies of Great Britain, to which 
Ireland may trade as freely as Britain herfelf does } in thet 
mean time the confequence of this will be of very material 
advantage to this country, for it is my intention to propofe 
that the prohibition to export goods from this country to thel 
Eaft Indies be taken offj and that (he ihall be allowed to ex* 
port every article to the Eafi Indies that Great Britain now 
can, but in the fame manner ; that is, that the Eaft India 
company may be at liberty to fomiih their fhips in Ireland 
with every article that Ireland can fupply s aud I am not a« 
fraid to fay thit the advantages muft be more confiderable ta 
Ireland than any ideal advantage they could derive from 
carrying on an Eaft India trade in a manner feparate and 
diftln£t from Great Britain. 

i believe t have now gone tiifougk every thing t intended 
to trouble the houfe with ; I am confcious I have done it very 
imperfedlly, and have gi^en much more trouble than I ought 
to have done^ in taking up your time by anticipation^ My 
wifli was to fiate the principles of the bill, and I ami convin- 
ced ^t the bill i<^fclf wiU dcmgaflyyc how highly advanug^. 
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tnis St muft prove to this country, and ^11 (kew to the fatit^ 
iadion of every man, that fulf regard is had to the conftitutio^ 
tial and Icgiflativt rights of Ireland in every cafe wbatfoever* 
It is with this view, and in order to fhew that it does not de- 
part from the fpirit of Mr. Yelverton's bill, but takes up the 
fubjea of commercial benefits on a more enlarged fcale, and 
much more to the advantage of Ireland, that I now beg leave 
to read fome of its claufes. 

«* And whereas by an afl: pafledin this kidgdoili, in the 2 ill 
•* and 22d ^ears of the reign of his prefent Majefty, intitled| 
** an a£l for extending certain of the proviiions contained in an 
f^ a£l intitled an a£l for confirming all the ftatutes made in 
iN England, reciting that it is the earned and afieAionate de- 
«« &!c, as iB^eil as the true intercft of his Majefty's fubjefts of 
<^ this icingdomi to promote, as far as in them lies, the navigati* 
** on, tracJe, and commercial intereils of Great BritalO) a» 
<* well as Ireland, and that a fimilarity of laws, manners tod 
<< cuftoms muft paturally conduce to ffarengthen and perpetu-* 
«< ate that aiflfcftioh and harmony Which do, and ought at all 
<« times to fubfift between the people of Great Britain and 
^ Ireland, it is enacted that all fttch claufes and provifions 
•( contained in any'ftatutes made in England or Gi^t Britain^ 
** concerning commerce^ as import or impofe equal reftraints 
** on the fubjefts of England and Ireland, and entitle them 
*« to equal benefit, and alfo fuch claufes and provifions con* 
^* tallied in any ftatute made as aforefaid, as equally ceneern 
♦* the feamen of England and Ireland, or of Great Britain 
•' and Ireland, fave fo far as the lame have beep altered or 
«* repealed, fhould be accepted, ufed and executed in this 
^ kingdom according to the prefent tenor thereof refpec* 
i*«tively* 

«' In order therefore to carry intd further efFcft, the earn^ 

' *' eft and afFeAionate defire of his Majefty^s fiibjeflis fc thts 

<< kingdt)m, tq promote the jiavigation^ tradte and cOdlttierci* 



.<< al bto'eft of both kiagdoo^ ; a&d in order ta prowde 
M for fecQf iog to the iut>je£t$ oi both^ a full and equal enjoyw 
<^ ment iaall tin^ l^conc^ of the ex.cludye privilpg^ of thMh 
«< taraAe and i^iri|[fi|fOA q| th^Qeajpiie, < 

^ « Be it decIaDed b^^ &e. That it (hall be heldr a»d aajudgii, 
^^ ed to be a fundamental and eflential condition of the pric-*. 
<< £tnt l«ttlecnent, that $i\ p^ml^gts^ advantages and ioifnuni-* 
*( fies^ wU^h ape noit, or may hereafter may be enjoyed, by^ 
*^ (hips bviilt in Gneat Britaixip or by (hips belonging to hb 
<< Majefty's fubjefls reiiding in Greiat Britain, or by ihi^s^ 
<< manned by Britifh Teamen, or^ by Oiips manned by certaio, 
^ proportions of ]l^tifh ieam^n, fhalli to all intents'and pur- 
«* pofes M^hatever, be enjoyed in the fame manncri aiid und^ 
^^ the fame regulations and reftri£Vions relpeftively, by: fhipa^ 
<< built in Ireland, or by (hips belonging to any of his Majefty'9 
<< fubjefHis r^fldihg in Ireland, or by Qilps mannedt by Britifh. 
<* feamen, or by fftips manned by certain propoi:tions of 
«< Britifh feamen, And that all laws which fhatl thereafter 
<* be cnadlod by the parliament of Great Britain for fecuring 
y exclufive privileges, advantages, and immunities to the fhips 
** and marinj^rs of Qreat I^ritain, and of the Britifh colonies, 
'< fcttlem^Qts and plantations, ihall fecure the fame privileges, 
<f advantages and immunities, in all refpeifls ; and in as tuU 
^5 and ampte 'manner to the fhip$ and mariners of Ireland, 
<< as to the fhip^ and maripers of Great Britain, and of the^ 
** Britifh colonies, fettlements and plantations ; and th^t 
<' fiich laws fhall hqm. time to time be enafkd by th,e 
'^ parliament of Ireland- (which is alone competent to bind 
««the people of Ireland in any cafe whatever) as fhall be 
*' neceflary for confirnung and fecuring fuch exclufive 
^'privileges, in the fame manner, and under the fame re- 
^' iSraints and regulations in Ireland, as in Great Britain, to, 
/< (he ihips and mariners of Great Britain, Ireland and this 
** 0ritifh.cbbiyeS| fett^mpnts anfl'j^lantations. 

« Atvk 
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^ Aod be it declaredi that it (hall be held and adjudged ta 
^f be a fundamental and efieotial condition of the prefen( 
<< fettlement, that Irifli fail-cloth ihall be deemed Britifhji 
^' within the meaning of any aA, refpeAing the furnifliing of 
^< fhips therewith, and be entitled to equal preference or ad? 
V vantages as'Britiih, for the ufe of theBritiih nzvjJ^ 

But this, faid Mr. Orde, it appears th^it the intention is tq 
impart to Irelaad a full ihare in all the advantages of coar- 
. merce, and over and abQvC;^ to encourage a ycry valuable 
branch of manufa Aure • 

To ihew the footing on which the Eaft India and plantati* 
pn trade is hereafter to ftand, he read the followii^ extraft 
.from the bill for regulating that trade. 

1* CUuf^ 17. <* And be it farther declared and enaflec^ 
f ' that it {hall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental an^ 
f < eflential condition of the prefcnt fef dement, that the peor 
f< pie of this kingdom now and at all times to come^ ihall hayp 
*• the benefit of trading to and from the Britifh colonies an<J 
f^ plantations in the Weft Indies and Ameri^aj and to an(^ 
if< from the Britifh fcttlements on the ^oaft of Africa, and iipi 
f ^ all articles of their growth, produce, or manufadture, in aa 
« full and ample nianner as the people of Great Britain 5 and 
<' fliall likewifc h^ve the benefit of trading in the like ample 
U manner to and ffom all fuch colonies, fettlements, and 
f < plantations, virh^ch Great Britain may hereafter acquire or 
U ieftablifh ; and alio to and from fuch Britiih fettlements as 
<< niay exifl: in the countries beyond the Cape of GoodHop^ 
<' to the Streights of Magellan, whenever the commerce to 
f ^ the faid countries (hall ceafe to be carried on by an exclu- 
«* five company, having liberty to import into the port of 
<« London only, and therefore that the commerce to and 
f * from the faid eolonies, plantations, ^nd fettlements, ycider 
j* tlie like" regulations, reftriftlonsi and prohibitions, as be«^ 
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«« twccn Great Britain and the faid colonies, plantations and, 
«« lettlements,^ and fo that; all afticlcs imported from the" faid 
" colonjes,^^ plantations, and fettlements, into Ireland, (hall be 
« maije fubjeft to the fapie dutjes as the like articles are, ox; 
<* from time to time ihall be fubjeft to, an importation into 

• * » ' ' ' 

iK Great Britain ; and thiat 51U articles exported from Ireland^ 
<« to any of the faid colonies, plantations and fettlementS;| 
<' may be made liable to fuch duties, and entitled to fuch 
V^ drawbacks only, and pqt under fuqh regulations as may be 
«< ncccff^ryi in. order that the fa toe m«y not be e^^ported wJitU 
^.^l^fs duties or impoiitions. thain the like articles, fi^aU bet 
V burthened with when exported from Qccat 5fitaiA>. apd 
1* thatiheimgortation of the articles of the growth, prod^c4 
«<*or manufafture of thc-faid colonies, plantatipns ?ind ftttlc- 
** ments in America, the Weft Indies, and the coaft of Africaj. 
M fhall be favoured by. this kingdom in as full and ampl^^ 
"manner as by Great Britain^ againft the intcrferepce o£^ 
'« Jimilar articles frgm/preign colonies > and that tHe importa- 
<* tibn of fuch articles of ^he growth, produce or manufafture 
«.« of any l^ritifl^ col6nies or fettlemerita beypnd the Cape of 
«< Good Hope, to the Strf?ights of Magellan, fliall l?e fayoutcd 
*« in like manner as by Great Britain, againft the interference, 
« of fimilar articles from any country beyond the faid Cape 
<<« tp the faid Streights. ^ndbe it therefore e;ia£led» ^tbat: 
" fuchperfons to be appointed as aforei^, fba)l prepare. <i) 
<f like fchedule or fchedules of fuch duties, prohibitions and- 
" regulations, as may now be D^ceilary for. the faid purpofe, 
«f refpefting the Briti(b,cpIonic;s and plantations, the Weft 
<< Indias and America, and tp the Britifh fett)ements on the. 
<< coaft of Africajt to be laid before the Houfe of Commons of 

• • ... - * 

<f this kingdom in the next ce2J9n. of parliamex^t, or as fo9a^ 
**. after as conveniently may be>. . ^ - 

Claufe 1 1,*«« Provided always, and it is hereby declared* 
^ and enadied, that it is notcffential to, nor is it intended by 
f the prefcnt.rcttlement that any duty fliould at any time be 
' ' <<-impof«d:^ 
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** impbfcd on the asportation of linens or proviuons frQn| 
# this kingdom to ^ny BritiCh jcolony, plantation or fettle- 
«* ment,\or anyadditionalduty on the injportation into this 
*• kingdom of rum from any fuch colon/, plantation. or fcttle- 
** ment, or of any material of manufaftiire which is now ok 
<^ may ' hereafter be allowed to be imported duty free, into 
<^ either kingdom. 

Claufe 19^ <^ And be it declared, that it fhattbebeld andf 
** adjudged to be a fundamental condition of the prcfent fettle^ 
•« ment, that alt rum, peltry, whale-fins, or oil importjcd 
**Trom the couiritrics belonging to thp United States qI Amc- 
** rica, or as the produce of filheries carried op by the laid 
*' States, fhiU be fu>je<a to tb^ ftfrne '3utie.s on importation 
^ into this kingdom, as th^ fame ar^ or i^^ay be f^bjeil; to^pi^ 
' <« importatioii in like manner iptq Cfreaf Britain. And be itf 
ff enaaedj/tbat th.e pcirfoaij to be appointed as afprefaid, lwl\ 
«< prepkre a ic^edulp oX fttedules otfuch dutips as may b<^ 
« iiowneceitary to be liipofed. for that purpofe, an4 lay th<5 
*^ fame before theHoiife of Commons of this kingdon^ on 
« the firft day pf the next ceffion of parliament, or as fooi^ 
<* after as conveniently may be." 

/ 

Haviipg now 4Htharged my duty^ith refpeft to the bill, 
Icannot fit down without making my mtfft gratefutacknqw- 
jiedgeraehts to the Houfc tor the very kind attention with 
Iwfcich they have heard me, notwithftanding the difkdvantages 
rtiave laboured lindet from- indifjpofition and theprcffarc of 
^h'e bufitieft; which, added to the nature of the' bill kftlf, ^ 
neceffarily compelled me to appear very heav/ and very tcdi-' 
ens. I fhall now iWove JFor leave to bring in the bill, and if 
leave fhall be granted, my next ftep witt be to lay th^ fyCxm, 
bj(?%e the pubUp in the mpft epcpUcit cpwm.er 5 ai^tc^colkft 
^voryJnforma^ioa for this purppfe,. I ha^e. my Lord tifii^te. 
ijant's commands tQ;laybiefore the Houfe cppicsof tbegroqeed^ 
iilgsof th|8 Britifh parliament; copies of the addrefs, and a 
' variety 



variety of other papers, which I hoj^ethe Houfb will indulge 
mt in ^ving^ to.morro\f morning in fchedule. I would thel^ 
wiih to circulate thip bifi through everjr part of the kingdom, 
and after haying adjonrned fo lon^ as to give the iQoft ample 
ppportu^ipty for deliberation^ again meet here^ and receive 
every petition wl)i^h may be prefented, and examine every 
evidence which np|ay appear upon this great fiibjcft. 

Mr. Orders inotlon for leave to bring in his propofcd Wft 
was feconded by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The 
argument againft Ais mcafure'^xaay be pretty folly collefted 
i^iamthcfcUowing Ipe^ch'tif^Mr. Grattan. '• * 

Mi. Gj(iiTT4k-^(^ Sir, itsaii excnib the right hopouiraihie 
(Bfimber who mpVee yein fop leave to briag in thebiU. Urn 
U ast imgjliihman, and contends foi tike pow«r of has ow« 
(lountfryj^. while: i. 4m <tHHefidSn|; fe)r the liberty of nune ; hfi 
snrglit jbave (^ared himfelf the trouble of Ihitiiig his owo bil]k 
I read it before, f read k in the twenty' tefoliitionSf I read il; 
lA the'Esglifli bU), 4|rbich is to aUi^ieiiis and purpofcs tfat 
fupie y and whidi. he might read lelthoiit iIk trouble of fe«» 
ibrting to, his. own, {{is comment h of little momeisit ; . f 
TiOrd Lieutenant^ Secretary i» ;^n uniafe comnlentator ^iMift 
|rlfii conftitution ; iheformie^ merit af tlier^ht honpuraUa 
gentleman in preffing forr the original prc^fitions and coii« 
tending againft the prefent, which he now ibppovts, mag^ 
bave been ver^ great, and I am willing tiothink him for hi| 
paft Services ; tbef inay be a private confiils^ioB ta hiinfe^ 
tjb more-nrl differ fbombhim in his account of this tranfiiAioBv 
He W9» pledged to.his.deven propofitioast; his ofier was thf 
propofitiona $ ouss the tales ; he too^ thei btter, but fbrgeii 
the &ipnfr • I leave both^ .and eoi^ae to his fyAenu Heo9 
it be€ooie& nedeflary ta gj». back ^ Httk*^ begin with youi 
tr^ tvad^ obtained in 17791: By that you recovered yoitt 
rl^ to trade with every part^ o£ the world) whofe portfi 

were opea to yoU| fitbJefVto your own unftipul^ited dutie^i^ 

". • - •"■ ■• ■"- •' ^' the 
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the Britifli pJ^ntatioas only excepted ; . by that you obtalacd 
jth|B benefit of your infular fituation, the benefit pf your we^ 
tpm fijtuauon, and the benefit of yoyr exemption fronvin- 
tolerable taxes. Wl^^t tWp 3fdv?intages might be, no maij 
icould fay, but 9ny m^n wt^o had feen the ftruggle you had 
xnadp during a ceptury. pf deprellloni pould fprefee, that a 
fpirit of iaduftry operating upon a ftate of liberty in a young^ 
nation, mud in the courle of time produce iignal advantages 
af^he fea is likt tl>^ earth, to non-es^ertion, a wafte ^ to induf- 
try, a mine ; this t^ad^ w^ accompanied yrith. anotl^er, a 
plantptipi^ t^Tfide : in this, you retaipcd your, right tq trade 
direftly with the gritiih plajji^tjwns is.* V3riP^XJ*f.8u:-t}clef, 
•without a reference to Britifh duties ; by thJ5, you obtained a 
sight to tcade with, the £ritifli pfisintaticMis direQly ineacli and 
every other article^ fubje^ to the rate of Britiih duty ;'by tlus, 
f ou obtained a^zight to feled the article^ fo that' the geiierd: 
trade ihould not bang on the fpecial conformity ; and by tfais^ 
50U did not covenant to affeA, exclude, or poftpone.the pro- 
duce of foreign plaat^tions— The reafon wa^s obvious, you 
demanded tviro things^ .alree(rade and a plantation trader 
iad the then minifter infifted on a coi^ant to exclude the 
produce of foreign plantations, he had given you 9 plantation 
trade inftead of a free trade, (whereas your demand was both) 
tad his grant had teen inadec^ate, unfatisfadtory and inad- 
mifUbleTT-Thefe points of trade being f?t«ied» a third in the 
opinion of fome remained ; namely, the interQourfe with En- 
gland or the channel trade — A fu^cefsful political campaign, 
an unfuGce&ful harveft, the poverty of not a few, together 
with the example of England, brought forward, in the year 
17831 a number of famifhing manufaAurers with a demand* 
ki proteA:ing duties ; the extent of their demand was idle,; 
the manner of conveying that demand tumultuary ; but not 
being wholly refilled nor yet adequately ajififtcd, they laid 
the foundation of another plan, which made its appearance 

ki 178;, oppofite indeed to their wiflies and fatal to tMir- 
fjtpca^tion i this was the ijyftem of |cciprocity i a fyftei?i. 
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iair in its princlplesi and In proccfs of time likely to be bene* 
ficial, but not likely to be of any great prefent advantage, Ck 
tbcr than by ftopping the growth of demand, allaying a com- 
mercial fever, and producing fettleipent and incorporation, 
with the people of England ^ this fyftepi was founded on the 
only principle which could obtain between two independent 
nations, equality, and the equality confifted infimilarity of du- 
ty J WW as the total abatement of duties on both fidei had 
driven the Irifhrnap out of his own market, as the raifing 
• our duties on the Britifh ftandard had driven the EngliChman 
out of the Irifl^ market, a third method was rcfortcd to, the 
abatement of Britifh duty to the Irifb i^andard ; hut then 
this equality of duty was inequality of trade, for as ^he En- 
glifliman with that duty againft him had bciaten you in the 
Iriih market, with that dnty in his favour he muft keep you 
out of the EngVifb' : fo that under this arrangement the En- 
gii(h manufacturer continued proteAed, and the Iriih mano- 
flkOurer continued exptofed, and the abatement of duty was 
110 more than difarming the argument of retaliation. Had 
the \arrangement flopped here, it had been unjuft indeed, 
but as Ireland was to covenant that {he would not raife her 
' duties on Britifh manufaAures, England on her part was to 
' covenant, that (he would not diminifh her preference in fa- 
vour of Irifli linen, and the adjuftment amounted to a cove- 
aant, that neither country in their refpeClive markets would 
affe£t the manufacture of the other by any operative alterati- 
on of duty -, however, the adjuftment did not ftop at the home 
manufacture, it went to plantation-produce, and here you 
ftood on two grounds, law and juftice ; law, becaufe you on- 
ly, de&ed that the fame words of the fa^e aCt of navigation 
Ihould have the fame conftruCtion on one fide the channel as 
they have on the otiier ; how they had ever borne a different 
. one, I cannot conceive, otherwife than by fuppofing that in 
y9ur ancient ftate of dependency you. were notintitled tq the 
f^pjpvA^a ht^^ of the ]^%^r toi^guc \ ti^e anfwer to this 
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argument was unfatisfaAory, that England had altered the 
law, but if England had fo altered the law;^ it ceafed to im- 
pofe the fame reAriOions and confer the fan&e advantages, and 
fhen a doubt might arife whether die a A of navigation wa»s 
the law of Ireland, fo that you feemed entitled to the con* 
jfarizAion or free from the a^ ; now it is of more confequencc 
to England that you fhould be bound by the a£t of navigati- 
on, than to Ireland to have the benefit of the fair conftruAi- 
on of it. But you fiood on ftill better ground, jufiice ; was 
itjuft that you ihould receive plantation goods from England, 
and that Engird Ihould opt receive them from you f here if 
you do not £nd the law equal^ yoti may make it fo } for a^ 
yet yoti are a free parliameat. 

I kave this part of the fubjeA ; equality of intj but no pre* 
lent equality of tnde. I come to tha.t purt of the ^djufimeat 
which is inequality of both i^p-and. firftj thdt part wbi^ re« 
)ates to th^i primum of your mm»fy£^v^m When the ori^^ 
p$X ptopofitiona were argued, gentlemen exclaimed, <^ Eng- 
|afi<i referves her wpo^ ^nd Ireland does not referve her 
%oolIitn yarp,'* ^t wasanfwcred, <* Ireland may if ihe plcafcs/* 
whaA will thofo gentlemen now fay, when England r^fbrves 
bptb 1— the primum Qf her o^uf^^res, and of yAur^ ;* 
;^ not only woplicQ yasn but linen yarn, hide$i &c? To 
(t}\m^ that this e:iEpprt%tion is beneficial to Irel^md, is t« t^^l 
Jl^ nothing ; the queftion is not about flopping the esport, 
but giving up the regulation, in inftanccs wKere England re- 
i^w the power c£ regulation, and the a£t of prohibition. 
Toi (ell me, th^ thisr expectation ia ne^e^Su^ for £ii^aiid^ is 
Id tell me nothingy but that ycm are materkl to England, 
ud tfa&iefiore ihould have obtained at leaft equal terms. I 
awn, to. affift the maau&^re» ofGr^at Britain as fiir as ic 
aot abfolutely inconfifltent mfh thofe of Ireland, is to nae an 
objeft; but ftill the difference fecfnr$| ihe is not eonlenir 
with vohmtary acccpTynsodatloii (») yonr pawti but esttftif ^m^ 
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l^ual export from j6% in the very article, in which fhe re^ 
tains abfohite prohibition — no new profaibition — every pro- 
hibition beneficial to England was laid before — none in faVoui' 
of Ireland. Ireland, till 1779 was a province, and every pro^ 
vince is a vi^m ; your provincial ftate ceafed, but before the 
provincial regttlations are done away^ this arrangemene' 
ifeitabliihes a principle of uti po/Jidetis^ that is, Creat Britain 
ihall retain all her advantages, and Ireland fhall retain all hef 
difadvantages. But I leave this part of the adjuftment where 
Reciprocity is difcliimed in the outfet of treaty and the rudi- 
ment of manufia£hire ; I come to inftances of more ftriking 
hiequality^ and firft, your fitnatioh in the Eaft. Yon are to 
give a monopoly to tlie preftnt or any future Eaft India Com- 
pany during its eziftence, and to the Britifh nation £or ever 
after. It has been faid that the Irilhman in this is tn the 
fame fituation as the EngUfbman, but there is this difference^ 
the difference between having, and not having the trade ; 
the Britifli Parliament has judged it nK>ft expedient for 
Great Britain to carry on her trade to the Eaft, by an exclil- 
five company ; the Irifh Parliament is now to determine it' 
moft expedient for Ireland to have no^ trade at all in thefo 
parts. This k not a furrender of the political rights of the 
conftitution, but of the nattfral rights of man; notoftba 
privileges of parliament, but of the rights of nations> — ^not' 
to fail beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Streighti o£ 
Magellan, an awfiil interdict ! Not only European fettlementSu 
but neutral countries excluded, smd God's providence (hut 
out in the moft opulent boundaries of creation ) other inter* 
difb go to particular places for local reafonsj becaufe they 
belong to certain European ftates, but here are neutral rei;!- 
ons forbidden and a, path prefcribed to the Itifhman on o^ea. 
fea. Other interdiAs jgo to a determinate period of time^ but 
here is an eternity of reftraint ; you are to have no tnfdc tt 
«ll during the exlftence of any company, and no free trad^ %ql 
ibofe 4C0U4^ies afifr ks ^piration ^ chiis reTembteB rather s 
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judgment of God than an zA of the lepiflature, whethef ydil 
meafure it by immenfity of fpace or infinity of duration^ and 
has nothing human abeut it qxcept its prefumption. 

> 
^* What you lofc by this furrcndcr, what you forfeit by 
giving up the poi&bility of intercoarfe with fo greata propor^ 
tion of the inhabited globe^ I cannot prefume to fay ; but 
this I can fay, that gentlemen have no right to argue from 
prefent want of capital againft future trade^ nor to give up 
their capacity to trade, becaufe they have not yet brought 
that capacity into a£lion, ftill lefs have they a right to do fo 
without the Ihadow of compenfation, and leaft of all on the 
afie£ted compenfation which, triffling with your underftand- 
ing as well as intereft, fuffers a veflel to go to the Weft, in 
Its way to the £aft* I leave this uncompenfated furrender-*- 
I leave your fituation in the Eaft which is blank— t leave yout 
iltUation m the JEaft which is the furrender of trade itfelf ; 
and t come to your ficuation in the Weft which is a furren- 
der of its freedom. If ou are to give a monopoly to the Bri- 
tish plantations at their own taxes ; before, yoii did fo only 
in certain articles, with a power oi fele£lion, and then only 
as long as you pleafed to conform to the conditiojD, and with- 
out any ftipulation to exclude foreign produce* It may be 
very proper to exclude foreign produce by your bwn tempo- 
rary laws, and at your own free. will and option, but not/ 
you are to covenant to do fo for ever, and thereby you put 
the trade out of your own power for ever, and you give to 
the Engliihj Weft as well as Eaft, an eternal monopoly for 
their plantation produce, in the .taxing ^nd regulating o( 
which you have no fort of deliberation or interference, and 
over whic];L Great Britain has a Complete fuprertacy. Here 
you will confider the advantage you receive frOm that mono- 
poly, and judge how far it may be expedient to fet up againft 
yourfelves that monopoly for ever ; there is fcarcely an article 

fti the firiti(b plantation that is not out of all proportion 
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<{eaifer than the fame article is in any other part of the globc^ 
lior any other article that Is not produced dfewhere» for 
lome of which articles you might eftablifh a mart for you^ 
xtianufaflwes. Foxtugati for inftance^ capable of being ft 
better market fOrouf drapei'jr than Great Britain ; this enor- 
mity of price is aggfavated by ail enormity of tax, what thcrt 
is this covenant ? to take thefe articles from the Britifh plan- 
tations, and from node othei^, at the prefent high rates and 
tatites, and to take them atalitimHesto comie, fufajeAto what- 
ever further rates and taxes the parliament of €h*eat Britain 
fliall enaft. Let me aft yotf , why did you rtfufc prbte£ling 
datles tdjoUt own people ? becaufe they looked like a mono- 
poly ; and! witl yon give teethe Eafi India merchant^ and the 
Weft India ptante^ fomcthihg mote ? — a monopoly vThefe 
the monopolift is in fome degree the law-^^ct.^ — ^Thtr princi^ 
pie of equal duty or the fame reftriAion is not the (hadow of 
fecunty ; to make fuch a principle applicable to the obje£tsr 
rtiuft be equal, but here the objefls are not only dri&milar 
but oppolite ; the condition of England is great debt and 
greater capital, great incumbrance, but ftill greater abilities^ 
the condition of Ireland, little capital, but a fmall debt, 
poverty, but exemption from intolerable taxes. Equal burth- 
ens will have oppofite effefts, they will fund the debt of one 
country and deftroy the trade of the other ; high duties will 
take away your refource, which is exemption from them ; butr 
will be a fiind for Great Britain : thus the colony principle 
in its extent is dangerous to a very great degree. Suppoie 
Great Britain ihould raife the colony duties to a ftUl greater 
degree, to anfwcr the exigency of fome future war, or ta 
fund her prefent debt, you muft follow, for by this bill yott 
would have no option in foreign trade ; you muft follow, 
not becaufe you wanted the tax, but left your exemption 
from taxes fliould give your mahufa£hires any comparative 
advantage^ Irilh taxes are to be precautions againft the 
ptofperity of IrUh manufk^taires | Ton muft follow becanfb' 
. > you? 
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youir taxes here would be no longer rnie^ured by tlie w&nti 

bf the counitry or the ihtcreft of her commerce, bccaufe wc 

ihould have inftkitted a.talfe meafure bf taxation ; the wants 

a|)d the richer of ahothibr country^ \Vhich exceeds you much 

in wahtSi but in£nitdy moi*e in Hches. I £ear we fhould 

iiaye don^ moi-e, w^ (hould have made EngliSi jealbufy the 

barometer bf Iriih taxes. Stippofe thid coufltry ihould in dny 

degree eftabUfh a diltA trade with the BritiAr plantations^ 

fuppble thi^, appreheniiQiis bf the Britifk manufafturers in 

j^my degree re^teed, the^ may dictate your duties^ they may 

j[>etrtibn the Britifli Parliament to raift certain diities, which 

iball hot a^£t the articles of their int^c0urfet but xhay ftop 

i^ours ; or^ which fhall afFcfb the artitfes of their intetcourfii 

ia little and annihilate yours ^ thus they may by one and th6 

fame duty raife a revenue in England, and deftroy si rival in 

Ireland. Camblets are an inftance bf the former, add every 

Valuable plantai:ion*import an inftance of the latter } youi^ 

option in foreign trade had b^en st reftraint on England, or a 

i*erource to Irelaod, but under this adjuftment you give tip 

your foreign trade, and confine yourfelf to that which you 

inuft not prefume to ri^gulate. The exduiion of foreigh plan^ 

tatiohrproducfe would feeni fufficient, for evdry purpdiie of 

|K>wer and doni^nation \ but to aggravate^ and it would feem, 

to infult, the indepe,ndent States of North America are mc|t 

ungracioiifly brought into this arrangement, as if Ireland was 

a Britifh colony, br North America continued t pard of Ac 

Britifli dominion ; by the refolutions almbft alt the produce 

bf North America was to be imported to Ireland, fiitjeft i» 

Britiih duties ; tlHM>il^ is-more moderate, and bnly enume« 

irates certain articles, but what right has Great Britain to^ 

interfere \% our foreign trad^, what right has fhe to dictate 

to us on the fubje^ of North America trade \ How far this 

Country may be furtho: afie£ted by clogging her plantatioa 

trade and furrend^eting her free trade, t fliall not for the 

preCcDt ftpp more minute)^ to x6^if(?a tmt i muft ftop to pro« 

.tcft 
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Uft 2gainft one circumftance in this arrangement, which 
Ihould not accompany any arrangement, which would be fa- 
tal to fettlement itfelf, and tear aiunder the bands of faith 
and affection; the circumftance I mean, is the opening of the 
fettlem'ents of the colony trader, and free trade of 1779 : this 
tidjuftment takes from you the power of choofing the article, 
fo that tkfi whole covenant hangs on ^e fpccial circumftance, 
and takes from you your option in the produce of foreign 
plantations^ and even of America. It is a reviiion in peace 
of the fet(lements of war, it is a revocation in peace of the 
acquisition of war. I here ask| by what authority ? By what 
authority is Ireland obliged now to enter into a general ac-, 
tcount for paft acquifitions ? Did the petition of the manu- 
faAurers defire it ? Did the addreftes of the laft feillon defire 
it ? Did the minifter in this feftion fu^geft it ? Nof; I call for 
iiuthority^ whereby we Can be juftified in waving the benefit 
of paft treaties^ and bringing the whole relative Ctuation of 
this country into queftion in an arrangements \yhich only 
profefies to fettle her channel trade ? I conceive the fettle- 
ments of the Jaft war are facred ; yoit may make other fettle* 
ments with the Britifh nation, but you will never make any 
fo beneficial as thefe are 5 they were the refult of a conjunc- 
ture miraculoufly formed^ and fortunately feized. The 
American war was the Irifh harvefl. From that period^ as 
from the lucky moment of your fate, your commerce, conili- 
tution, and mind took form and vigour 5 and to that period* 
and to a firft and falient principle, muft they recUr for life 
"aijd renbvation.--^^ — It is therefore I confider thc^e fettleinents 
as faered, and frdm them I am naturally le4 to that part of 
the fnbjeA which relates to conipenfation, the payment which 
We sire to make for the lofles which we are to fuftain ; cer-* 
tainly competliatioii cannot apply to the free trad^ fuppofing 
it uninvaded, firft, becaufe that trade was your right ; to pay 
for the recovery of what you fhould never have loft, had been 
to a great degree unjuft md derogatory i fecondly^ becaufe 
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that free trade was eftablifhed ia 17791 and the fettlement 
then doled and cannot be opened now; to do fo were to de-- 
firoy the faith of treaties, to make it idle to enter into the 
prefent fettlementi and to render it vain to entef into anf 
fettlement with the Brltifh Minifter* The fame may be faid 
of the colony trade ( that too was^ fettled in 17799 on terms* 
then fpecified not now to be opened, cloggedj coirfitioned 
or circumfcribed } ftill lefs does compenfation apply to the 
free conftitution of 17824 His Majefty then informed you 
from the throne, ** thefe things come unaccompaiiied with 
any ftipulation," — befides, the free conftitution, like the free 
trade, was yout right. Freemen wont pay for the recovery 
of right ; payment had derogated from the claim/)f rigtit ; fo 
we theii flated to miniftry. It was then thooght that tb 
have annexed fubfidy to conftitution had been a barren ex« 
periment on public poverty, and had mairied an iiluftrions 
experiment on the feelings of the nation, and had been nei-^ 
ther fatisfaAion to Ireland, nor revenne to Great Britain. 
This bolder policy, this happy art, which faw how mucb 
may be got by tax, and how moch muft be left to honouiv 
whidi made a bold pufh for the heart of the nation, afad leav* 
ing her free to acquire, took a chatice for her difpofition to 
give, had its tffcQ, for iince that time until the prefent moft 
unfortunate attempt, a great bulk of the community were on 
the M^ of government, and the parliamentary conftitution 
was a guarantee for public peace. 

" Seethen what you obtain without compenfation, a colonf 
trade, afreetr^e, the independency of your judges, the go* 
vemmentof your army, the extinction of the uoconftitotiooal 
powers of your council, the reftoration of the judicatiire of 
your lords, and the independency of youf legiftature i 

«« See now what you obtain by compenfation — ^a covenant 
not to trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits 
of Magellan ; a covenant not to take foreign plantation prd- 

ducej 



dUcci biit as the parliament of Great Britain fhall permit ; a 
covenant ncft to take Britifh plaiitation produce, but as Great 
Britain ihall prefcribe; a covenant to make fuch a£b of 
navigation as Great Britain ihall prefcribe; a covenant riever 
to pKQttQ. Tour ovriA itianilfa£hires» never td guard the primum 
of thofe maniifaAures I Thefe things are accompanied, I do 
acknWledge, with a covenant on the fivi 6t England to cUf- 
arm your argiicdent for prote£liiig duties j t6 give the Englifh 
language inthe a^ of navigation the faoie conftruftion in 
Ireland, an4 to leave our linen iftarkets Without iholefEatiott 
t>r diminution* One fhould think fome God prefided ovex^ 
the liberties of this countrj^ who niade it frugality in the Irifli 
nation to continue jreei but has annexed the penalties of fine 
as infamy to the furrender of the conftitution ! from this 
coxifideratidn of commerces a queftion much more high^ 
inuchmore deep, the invaluable queftidn df conftitiition arifes 
in which the idea of prdteAing duties, the idea of reciprocal 
duties^ of countervailing duties, and all that detail vanifh^ 
and the energies df every heart, . and the prudence of every 
headi are called iipon to ihield this nation, that long d€prefl^ 
tdi and at lerigth by domeftic virtue and fdreign misfortune 
cmancijiatcd, has now to defend her newly, acquired rights 
and her juftly acquired reputation -, the queftion is no lefs 
than that, which three years ago agitated, fired and exalted 
tlie Iriih ttatioii^ the independency of the Iri(h parliament ! 
By this bill wtf are td covenant that the parliament of Ireland 
fhall fubfcribe whatever laws the parliamient of England ihall 
fsrefcribe, f efpeffing your trade with the BfitiOx plantations^ 
your trade in the produce of foreign plantation^, and part <^ 
your trade, from the United States of North America.^ 
There is alfo a fweepinig covenant or condition, whereby we 
are to agree to fubfcribe whatever laws the parliaUient of £n<- 
gland fiiall prefcribe refpe£iing navigation ; the adjuftment 
li(bje£ts alfo your reverfionary trade to the Eafi; to the fame 
terms— *over all tbe|e olqedh you are to have tko propoundingjt 
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ho deliberative, no negative^ no Icgifiative po^ci* wliatfoever* 
Here then is an end of your free trade and your free conftitu- 
tion; I acquit the people of England ; an ill-grounded jealou- 
i^f for their trade feerhs aggravated by a well-founded alarm 
for your liberty j unwilling to relinquifli, but when relin- 
quiihed, too magnariimous and too wife. to xefuinc abdicated 
tyranny ; they feel in thefe prppoCtions an honourable folici- 
tude for the freedom of Ireland, and the good faith of Great 
Britain, and fee the darling principles and palHons of both 
•countries wounded in an arrangement which was to compofci 
them for ever : to a propofal therefore fo little warranted by 
the great body of the people of England, fo little expefted 
hy the people of Ireland, fo little fuggefted by the minifter, 
and fo involving to whatever is dear to yoUr intereft, honour 
and freedom, 1 anfvver, No* 1 plead paft fettlements, I in- 
$ft'on the faith of nations ; the objeftion fhould have been 
made when thefe fettlements were making; but now the lo- 
gic of empire comes too late ; no ticconimodation, no depre- 
cation on this fubjeft : aflertioii, national aflertioil, national 
reaflertion ] If three years after the recovery of your freedom, 
ypu bend, your children, corrupted by your exaipple, wilt 
furrender ; but if you ftand firm and inexdrable, ybu make a 
fcafonable impreffion oh the people of Englandi you give ^a 
V-holefome example to yotir children, yoii afford an awfulin- 
flrudlion to his Majefty's minifters, and mike (Jis the Old 
Englifli did in the cafe of their charter) Xht attempt on Iri(h 
liberty, its confirmation and eftabliEhment! 

*' However, left certain gloffes (hould feem to go unanfv^fif* 
cd, I iliall, for the lake of argument, wave paft ftttletnents, 
and combat the reafoning of the Englifli refoliltions, thead- 
di ck^ his Majefty's anfwer, and tie i*eafoning of this day. 
It is here fald, that the laws refpefting tommerce and navi-* 
gation (hould be fitnilar and inferred-, that Ireland fhould 
Tubfcrihe the laws of England on thofe fubjefts; that is, the 
lame law, the fame legiflature, but this argument goes a 
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great deal too far, it goes to the array, for the mutiny bill 
fliQuld be the fame ; it was endeavoured to be extended to 
the colleftion of your revenue, and is in train to be extended 
to your taxes; it goes to the extinftion of the moft invaluable 
part of your parliamentary capacity ) it is an union, an incipiT 
ent and a creeping union ; a virtual union, eftablifhmg one 
willjn the general concerns of com merer and navigation, and 
repofing that v/ill in the parliament of Great Britain ; an 
union where our parliament prefcrves its exiftenceafter it has 
lofl its authority, and our people are to pay for a parliament* 

• 

tary eftablifliment, without any proportion of parliamentary 
reprefentatiQn. In oppofing the right honourable gentleman's, 
bill, I confider myfelf as oppofing an union in /imtne, and 
that argument for union which makes fimilarity of laiy and 
community of intereft (reafon flrong for the freedom of Ire 
land !) a pretence for a condition which would be diffimilarity 
of law, becaufe extindlion of conftitution, and therefore 
hoftility, not community of intereft 5 I ask on what expcrir 
ence is this argument founded ?— Have you ever Cnce your 
redemption rcfufed to preferve a fimilarity of law in trade 
and navigation ? H^ve you not followed Great Britain in all 
her changes of the aft of navigation, during the whole of that 
unpalatable bufinefs, the American war ? Have you not 
excluded the cheap produce of other plantations, in order 
tliat Irifh poverty might give a monopoly to the dear produce 
of Britifh colonies ? Have you not made a better ufe of your 
liberty than Great Britain did of her power ? But I have an 
objeftion to this argument, ftronger even than its want of 
foundation, in reafon and experiment ; I hold it to be no* 
thing lefs than an intolerance of the parliamentary conftituti- 
on of Ireland, a declaration that the full and free external 
legiflation of the Irifli parliament is incompatible with the 
Britifh empire. I do acknowledge that by your external 
power, you might difcompofe the harmony of empire, and I 
add, that by your power over the purfe you might difTolviv 
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the St^te ; but to the latter yon owe your exifletice m th<i 
conftitutioiii and to the forn^er your authority and ftation iq 
the e^npire ; this argucpenty therefore, refts the €onne£lion 
upon a new and a falfe principle, goes diredUy againft thq 
root of parliament^ and is not a difiiculty iq be apcommodat- 
cd^ but ail error to be eradicated \ and if any body of mei| 
€zn ilill think that the Irifh conftitu^ion is inf ompatible with 
the Britiih empirej doibin^ whicbl adjure as fedition againft 
t^c connexion ; b^t if any body of men are juflified in think- 
ifig that the Irifh conftitution is iiicompatible with the BritilBj^ 
empire, periih the eippire ! live the conftitution I Reduced 
by this falfe dilenuna to lake a part, my fecond wi(h is th^ 
Britifh empire, my %ft wifh and bounden duty is the liberty, 
of Ireland \ but ^e are told this imperial power is not only. 
neceiTary for England, but fafe Cor Ireland* What is the 
prefent queftion ? what bi^t the abufe of this very powef of 
rfsgulating the trade of Ireland by the ^ritifl^ parliament, ex- 
finding you, and including herfelf by virtue of the fame, 
words of the fame a£t of navigatipn r And what was the 
promovent caufe qf this arrangement ? what byt the power 
you are £K>ing to furrender, the dillinf^ and independent, 
external authority of the Irifh parliament, competent to; 
4^ueftion that m\fconftrufl:ioii ? What is the remedy now 
propofed ? the evil. Oo back to the parliament of England: 
t ask again, what were the difficulties in the way of your 
eleven propofitions? what but the j[ealoufy of the Britifh 
xnanufa£lurg:s on the fubje£l of trade? And will you make 
them your parliament, and that too for ever, and tl^at too 
on the fubjeft of theur jealoufy, and in the moment they 
difplayed it-— fafc! I will fuppofe that jealoufy realizedf that 
you rival them iii fome market abroad, and that they petit!- 
on their {Parliament to impofe a regulation which fliall affeA 
a tonnage which you have, and Qreat Britain has^not ; how 
ivould you then feel your fituation, when vou fhould be o- 
bliged to regifter all this? And how wp^ld you feel your 
d^gradatioQi when you fhould ice your own manufacturers 
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pafs you by as a c^rpher in the coiiftku|k>n» and de{n*e^te 
their ruin at the bar of a foreign f>arliatnent — fafc! Whence 
the American war ? Whence the Irifli rcftriaions ? Whence 
the mirc[onftru£tion of the aft of navigation ? Whence but 
from the evil of fuffering one country to regulate the trade 
^d navigation of another, and of inftituting, under the idea 
of general proteftrefs, a proud domination^ which facrificea 
the tntereft of the whole to the ambition of a part, and arma 
the little paflions of the monopolift with the fovereign poten- 
cy of an imper&l parllam.cnt ^ for great nations when curfed 
With unnatural fway follow but their nature when they in* 
Tad&; and humaawifdom has not better provided for hu^ 
man fafety than by limiting th^ principles of human power.. 
The furrender of legiflature haa been likened to cafes that 
not unfrequently take place between two equal nations cove- 
nanting t9 fufpend in particular c^fcs their reijje£Uve Icgifla-. 
aive powers for. mutual benefiit; |hu? Great Britain and 
Portugal agree tp fufpend their legiflative power in favour of * 
the wine of the one, and the woollei> of the other, but if 
Portugal had gone farther, and agreed to fubfcribe the laws. 
of England, this covenant had not been a treaty, but con* 
queft 5 fo Great Britain and Ireland may covenant, not ttf; 
raife high duties on cachdtjiersmanufaftures, but if Ireland, 
goes farther, and coTcnants to fubfcribe Britiih law, this is* 
not a mutual fufpenfipn of theei^ercife oflegi&tive power^ 
but a transfer of the power it{elf Apom one country to ano* 
tber, to be exer^ifed by another hand; fuch covenant is not 
reciprocity of trade, it is a. furrender of the government of 
your trade, inequality of trade, and inequality of conftitution. 
I ipeak however aa if fuph transfer could take place, but in 
faft it could not^ any arrangement fo covenanting is a mere 
|iullityi it could not bindt fiill lefs could it bind' your 
fi^cceffijTs, for a man is not omnipotent over himfelf, neither 
ar^ your parliaments omnipotent over themfelves, to accbm- 
pli|^ their own deftruflion and;, propagate death to their 
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fucCeflbrs ; there is in thefe cafes a fuperior relatlonfhip tO| 

• • • 

our refpeftive creators— God and the community, which ii^ 
the infiance of the individual^ arrefts the hand of fuicide, 
and in that of the political body, ftops the aft of furrender, 
and makes man the means of propagation, and parliament 
the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to deflroy it. 
However' though the furrendcr is void, there are two way;; 
of attempting it, one by a furrender in form, the other by a 
furreiider in fubftance ; appointing another parliament your 
lubftitutc, and confenting to be its rcgifter or flamp, by 
virtue of which to introduce the law and edift of anothe^ 
land ; to cloath with the forms of your law* foreign de- 
liberations, and to prefide over the difgraceful ceremony o£ 
your owjx abdicated authority ; both methods are equally 
furrenders, and both are wholly void. I fpeak on principle', 
the principle on which you ftand — your creation. We, the 
limited truftees of the delegated power, born for a particular 
purpofe, limited to a particular time, and bearing an in-i^ 
Tiolable relationflitp to the people who Tent us to parliament, 
canndt break that relationfhip, counteraft that purpofe, 
furrender, diminifli, or derogate from thofe privileges wc 
breathe but to preferve. Could .the parliament of England 
covenant to fubrcribe your laws ? Could fhe covenant that 
Young Ireland fliould command and Old England fhould q- 
bey i* If fuch a propofal to England were mockery, to Ire- 
land it cannot be conftitution. I refl on authority as well as, 

principle, the authority on which the revolution refts^ 

, . . . . 

Mr. Locke, who in his chapter on the abolition of govern- 
ment, fays, that the transfer of legiflative power is the 
abolition of the ftate, not a transfer. Thus I niay congratu- 
late this Houfc and myfelf, that it is one of the blefllngs of 
the Britifli conftitution, that it cannot perifli of a rapid 
mortality, nor die in a day, like the men who (hould proteft 
her ; any aft that would deftroy the liberty of the people, is 
deadvborn from t^ie wcmb j nae^ sh^t nut down the public. 
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caufe/for a feafon, but another year would fee old conftituti^^ 
on advance the honours of his head, and the good inftitution 
of parliament fhaking off the tomb to re-afcend in all its pomp 
and pride, and plenitude and privilege ! 

<< Sir, I have ftated thefe proportions and the bill as % 
mere transfer of external legiflative authority to the pariia-^ 
ment of Great Britain, but I Ijiave underrated their mifchref| 
they go to taxation, tai^es on the trade with the Britifli 
plantations* taxes on the produce of foreign plantations, 
taxes on fome of the produce of the United States of North 

. America ; they go to port duties, fuch as Great Britain laid 
on America ! the mode is varied, but the principle is the 
fame. Here Great Britain takes the ftamp of the Irifli 
parliament ; Great Britain is to prefcribe, and Ireland is to 

, obey ! We anticipate the rape by previous furrender, and 
throw into the fcale our honour, as well as our liberty. 
Do not imagine that all thefe refohitions are mere afts of 
regulation ; they are folid fubftantial revenue, great part of 
your additional duty. I allow the biU excepts rum and to- 
bacco ; but the principle is retained, and the operation of it 
only kept back. I have ftated that Great Britain may by 
thefe propoiitions chiik your commerce, but (hall be told 
that the commercial jealoufy of Great Britain is at an end. 

"But are her wants at an end ? are her wi(hes for Irifhfubfidy 
at an end ? No ; and may be gratified by laying colony 
duties on herfelf, and fo raifing on Ireland an imperial 

. revenue to be fubfcribed by our parliament, without the 
confent of our parliament, and in defpite of our people. 
Or if a minifter fhould pleafe to turn himfelf to a general 
excife, if wiQiing to relieve from the weight of further ad- 

. ditlonal duties the hereditary revenue now alienated, if wi(h« 

. ing to relieve the alarms of the Englifh manufaAurers, who 
complain of our exemption from excifes, partiqalarly on foap, 
candles, and leather : he fhould proceed on thofe already 
fegiftered articles of taisation^ he might tax you by threats^ 
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Tuggeftlng thaitliyou refufe to raifc an excife OB yourfdf, 
England will raift colony duties on both,--See what a migh" 
tj inftrpmeot of coercion this biU and thefc xcfolutions— ftir 
»nd the miniftcr can crufli you in the name pf Great Britain^ . 
he can crufli ypi^r import* j he can^ cmflx your. exports; he 

, tzn do this in a manner peculiarly mortify ing> by virtue of a^ 
claufe in a Britifh a£l of parliament that would feesa to im- 
pofe the fame reftriftions on Great Britain s he can do thisf 
}n a manner ftiU more ofieniSve, by the immediate, means of 
^or own. parliamGnti who would be then an a{liT« cyphern 
imd notorious ftamp fy the hands of Great Britain, to forge 
^nd faliify the nan^e ^od authority of the people of Ireland. 
Ihdveconfidered your Situation under tfaefe propofitions with 
rcTpeA to Great Britain : fee wha^t would bfi your fituation 
^th refpe£t to the crown ? Ton would have graiited tolht 
King a permanent money bU}| or a money, bffl to continue as 
long as the parliamejit of Great Qritain (hall pleafe, with a 
covenant to increaie It as often a^ the Brittfli parliament 
Aall pleafe. By the refolutions a great part of the additional 

.« duty would have b^en io granted ^ the trade of the coutitry 
is made dependant on t&e parliament of Grea^ Britain^ an j 
the crown is madelefs dependant on the parliament of Ireland, 
and a* cod^ of prerogative added to 9. code of empire. If the 
nierchant after this i^ould petition you to lower your duties 

, on the articles of trade, your anfwer, «< trade is in covensint.^ 
If your cooflituents ihould ingru^ vou to limit the bill of 
fupply, or pafs.a fliort money bill, yonr anfwer, ^the purfe 
of the nation like lier trade is in covenant^'' No more of fix 
months money Ulls ; no more of inftruilions from conftitu- 
ents ; th^t conne^^io^ is brpken by this bill| paTs this you 
have no cooflttuent— you are not the reprefentative of the 
people of Ireland, but the regifler of the Britifli parliament, 
and the equalizer pf Britifh, duties I 

In order to complete this chain ^ powei?^ one link (I da 
acknowledge was wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a 
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IhlTenant from time to tim^ to ^reittvr the bUl for the eoUeClir 
on tliereqf. The twentieth icfcAution^ and this bill founded 
^pon it| attain that objefl:. {Sir^ thi$ Houfe r^eds on three 
pillars, your power Qyer the anhual mutiny bii]; your power 
over the annual additionaTdutks v your power over the col- 
kftion of the revenue. The fatter power Isi of great -confe- 
quentei becaufe a great part of our revenues are granted /or 
even Tour anceilars were (laves ^ ai^d for ^ei^eftwies^ 
that Is, for the ait of fettlement, granted the hereditary 
revenue, and from that moment ceafed to be a pa^rli'ament | 
nor was it till many years ^fter that parliament revived j but 
k revived as you under this bill ^^uld contitoe s without 
^iamcntary ppjrcr ; every evil mealuro 4ftwcd argumentji 
^D^iy and efle^ce froip this unconftitutioual' fiuul* If 14 
mmrf gentleman complained «f tlu^ ea^pcnccs of the cxown^ 
Ne was told a frugal government cQ#Id go on without % 
tutflkuaaent, and that we held our exiftqice, by i^itbhokUim 
the dtfch^ge of our duty. Hqweverj though the jfoiul^ 
vere panted fo^ ever, the proviibn for th^ cplle&ion was 
haSequate; the fmuggler learni;4 to evade th« {NQpalties^ 
Bad parliament, though not ;iece^ary for grantij^ the he- 
itditary revenuf| b^qame neceflary for its €olIe£Uons; Hert 
ihtn we rcift on three pillars : the atoual mytiny bi^, the 
temial additional fupply^ and the annual collection of the 
Avenue. If you remove all tbefe^ thb fabric falls ; remove 
jBiy one of them, and it totters ; for it is not the mace, nor 
^e chair, nor this dome, but .the deliberate voice refident 
therein that conftitutes the efience of parliament. Clog your 
Idiberations,. and yoq ar£ ao longer a parliament, with ^ 
^houfand gaudy iurvlvlpg drcomftances of fhew and au« 
[hority. 

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill prefumes 
'0 perpetuate ; a perpetual repeal of trial by ^ury ; a perpetual 
vpeal of the great charter ; a perpetual writ of ^ifiiftance ; a 
^rpetual felony to ftrike an czcifeman i The 
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The late Chief Baron Burgh, fpeaking on the revenue bild 

exclaimedi *' you give to the 4ipping rule, what you ilioalti 
deny to the fccptre.'* 

AU th^ unconftitutional powers of the excife we are tq 
perpetuate, the cppftitutional powers of parliament we are to! 
^bdifate. Cap We do all this? can we make thefc bulky 
fui^rendersi in diminution of the power, in derogation of the 
pride of parliajnent, and in violation of thofe eternal relation- 
fliip§, which the hody that reprefept* ihould bear to the 
fpmpaunity which conftitvites ? 

« 

The pretence given for this unconftitutional fdea is weakj 
indeed ; that as the benefits are permanent, fo fliould be A%j 
compenfation. But trade laws are to follow their nature^ 
revenue laws to follow thcir's. On the permanent nature of 
commercial advantages depends the faith of trade, on the 
limited nature of revenue laws • depends the exiftenee ef 
parliament ; but the error of the argument arifes frcnti tiie 
vice of dealing. It is a market for a odnftitution, and §l logic 
applicable to barter only, is applied to freedom. To qualify 
this dereliftion of every principle and power, the furrendcr 
Is made conftitutional ; that is, the Britifli market for the 
Irifli conftitution, the fliadow of a market for the fubftance 
of a conftitution ! You are to referve an option, trade or liber- 
ty ; if you mean to come to the Britifh market you muft pals 
under the Britifh yoke. I objeft to this principle in every 
fliapes whether you are, as the refolutign was firft worded, 
direftly to transfer legiflative power to the Britifli parliament^ 
whether, as it was afterwards altered, you are to covenant to 
fubfcribe her a£ls ; or whether, as it is now foftened, you 
are to take the chance of the Britifli market, fo long as you 
wave the bleffings of the Britifli conftitution — terms difc 
honourable, derogatory, incapable of forming the foundationi 
of any fair and friendly fettlement, injurious to the political 
morality of the natiqn i I would not harbour a flavifc princt^i 
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pie, nor give it the hofpitali^y of a night's lodging in a land 
of liberty ! Slavery is like any other vicei tolerate and yoit 
einbrace j you Ihould giiard your conftitution by fettled max* 
ims of honour, aS well as whblefome rules of law; and on^ 
ihaxim fliould be, never to tolerate a condition which trench-' 
es on the privilege of parliament, or derogates firom the 
pride of the ifland. Liberal in matters of revenue, praftica-' 
bie in matters of commerce ; *on thefe fubjefts I would ht 
inexorable; if the genius of Old Elngland C2^me to that bar^ 
with the Britifh conftitution in one hand, and in the othei^' 
an offer of all that England retains, or all that fhe has loft of 
commence, 1 fliould tUrii iny back on the latter, and pay my 
obeifance to the bleiUngs of her conftitution, for that confti- 
tution will give you comojercei and it was the lofs of that 
conftitution that deprived you of commerce. Why are you 
not now a woollen country? becaufe another country regula- 
ted your trade. Why are you not now a country of re-export ? 
becaufe another country regulated your navigation. I oppofe 
ihe original terms as iiavifb, and I oppofe the coiiditionat 
^laufe as an artful way of introducing flavery, of foothing acL 
high fpirited nation jnto fubmiffion by the ignominious delu- 
fion that (he may ihake off the yolce when flie pleafes, and 
once more become a free people. The direft uneohftitutiona! 
propofttion could not have been liftened to, and therefore, re- 
fort is had to the bnly pofGlsIe chance of deftroying the li- 
berty of the people, by holding up the bright reverfioa of tbef 
Britifti conftitution, and the fpeculation of future liberty, ais 
a confolation for the prefent fubmiffion. But would any gen- 
tleman here wear a livery to-night, becaufe he might lay ii 
afide in the morning ? or would this houfe fiibftitute another^ 
becaufe next year it might refume its authority, and once mbrq 
become the parliament of Ireland ? I do not believe we (hall 
get the Britifli, but I do not want to make an experiment oa 
the Britiflx market, by making an experiment likewiie on t;hc 
conftitution and fpirit of the people of Ireland. But do iot ina- 

agipe 



• I 



10 Co^ctah^ IMfticdt 

iagide if yw ibsQ yield fbr a yeari yott will get fe eifiiy clear 
of i^ inglorious experiment; if this is not the Brhifh market, 
tvhy accept the adjuftaieDt ? and If it is^ the benefit thereaf may 
take your dcliBerativci t^oice. You will be bribed out of yotir 
CottftittitiOnbyyoili'comniercCi there aire two ways of taking 
away free will, the one by dire£i ctJmpulfion^ the bthcr by 
<ftabliiliiog a ftxfollcxit mdtive. Thiis i fervant of the croum 
fiiay lofe his free will^ when h^ is to give his vote at the ha- 
zard of his office^ dnd thus a pitiiam^nt would lofe its free- 
IMrilly if it a£ted under a contifiion that it exerdfed its 
delibeiratiVe ftinAion at the riik of Its commerce. No one 
«{ueftioa woUld ftaind Upon its OWn legs, but each queftion 
trould involve evefy conGderation of trade, and indeed the 
Hrhole relative fituatidn of two countries. And I befeech 
you to co^fider that situation, and contemi^hte the powers of . 
your own country^, before ydu agree to furrendef them. 
|Lecolle£t that yoiihave now a right to trade with theBritiflii 
plantations, incertain articl&s, withc^ut reference toBritifh da- 
lles 5 that you have a right to trade with the BVitifli plantati- 
ons ifi cvei^ other artidfei fubjcft to the Britifh duties ; tKat 
you have a right to get chit of each and of every part of that 
bargain i that you have a right td take the produce df foreign 
jplantationsi fubjca to your own unftipiilatcd' duties; that you 
have a right to carry on a free ^iid unquidified trade with the 
tJnited States of North America $ that yon have a ri^t to car* 
ty oa an experimental trade incountries contiguous to which 
CreatBritain has eftabli(hedhef monopolies, the power of trade 
this, and an inftrument of pow'er and ftatioti sind authority in 
the Britifh empire! Cbniiderthat you havelikewifi: aright td 
the esKclttfiveiupply of your own market, and to tbeexchifive 
refcrvc of the rudiment of your manufaautes. That yoa 
hsivt ztk abfolute dominion over the public ptirfe Slnd over the 
colIe£Uon of the revenue- If you ask me how you Ihall ufe 
thefe powers, I fay for Ireland with due regardto the Britifh 
tatiQBt let them be governed bf the fpirit of concord, and 
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t^ith fidelity to the conacftfon • bsC vtlum the motet of the 
bin asks mc to furpcuder thofe powers, I am aftoniftcd at 
him. I have n<;ither cars^ Utir eyes, nor funftions to make 
fuch a facrifice. What | that free trade, for which we exer- 
tedevery nerve in 1779, that free conftitution for which we 
pledged life and fortune in 1 78a f Our lives are at the ftrvice of 
theempirc ; but— our liberties ! No— we received them from 
our Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand them 
down to our children^ But if gentlemen can entertain a 
doubt of the mifchicf of thefc pTopofitions, are they convin^ 
ccd (5f then- fafety ? the fafety of giving op the government 
of yotir trade ? Nof the mifchief is prominent, but the ad-, 
vantage is of a moft enigmaUcal nature* Have gentlemen 
fconfidercd the fubjeit, have they traced even the map of the 
eoimtries, the power or freedom of trading wiA whom they 
are to furrender for ever ? Have they traced the map of Afia, 
Africa, and America*? Do they know the French, Dutchi 
Portuguefe, and Spaniih fettleiilcnis ? Do they know thp 
neutral powers of thofe countries, their prodtlcei aptitude^ 
and difpofitions ? Have they cbnGdered the ftate of Nortli 
Ai9crica? its prefcflt ftate, fatore growth, and every oppor- 
tunity in the cndlefs fucceffion of time attendmg that nurfe 
of commerce and afylum of mankind? Arc they now compe*- 
tent to declare on the pjij of themfelves and all their pof- 
tcrfty, that a free trade to thofe repons will never in the 
efflux of time be of any fervice to the kJogdom of Ireland ? 
If they have informtion on thisfubjea, il muft be by a 
communicatioii with God^ for they have Hone with man j it 
muft be infpiratlon, for it cannot be knowledge. In fuch 
circomftancea to fubfcribc this agreement, without know* 
ledge, without even the affedfetion of kiK>wIcdge, when 
C5reat Britain with all her experience and every means of 
information from Eaft Indiesi Weft Indies, America, and 
with the official knowledge gf Ireland at her feet, has taken 
fix montlB to ddiberatci and Itos^now produced twenty 
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tefolutions with an hiftory to each, amounting to a code of. 
empire^ not a fyftcm of commerce : I fay in fuch circumftan- 
ces for Ireland to fublcribe this agreement would be infatuati- 
on, an infatuation to which the nation could not be a party, 
but would appear to be concluded or indeed huddled with 
all her poftcrity into a fallacious arrangement, by the influ- 
ence of the crown, without the deliberation of parliament, 
or the confent of the people ! This would appear the more 
inexcufable, becaufe we are not driven to it ; adjuftment is 
not indifpenfaWe ; the great points have been carried ! an 
inferior queftion about the home markc^t has been ftarted 
and a commercial fever artificially raifed, but while the great 
points remain undiflurbed, the nations cannot be committed ; 
the manufa£lurers applied for prote£ling duties, and have 
failed ; the minifter offered a (yfiem of reciprocity, and fuc- 
ceeded in Ireland, but has failed in England ; he makes you 
another offer inconfiflent with the former, which offer the 
J^ngiilh do not fupport, and the Xriih deprecate. 

We can go on, we have a growing profperity, and as yet 
an exemption from intolerable taxes ; we can from time to 

time regulate our own commerce, cherifh o.ur manufaftures, 

• • « . . *' 

keep down our taxe^ aod bring on our people, and brood 
over the growing profperity of Young Ireland. In the mean 
time we will guard our free tracfe and free conffitution as our 
only r^al refources ; they were the finiggles of* great Virtue, 
the refult of much perfeverance, arid our broad bafe of pub- 
lic aftion ( We fhould recolleft that this Houfc may how^ 
with peculiar propriety^ interpofe, Becaufe. foil did witK 
great zeal and fuccefs, on this very fubjeft of tfad^, bring oh 
the people, and you did with great prudence and moderation^ 
pn another occafion,' check' a certain defcription of the people^ 
and you ai:*c nbw cialled upon by (ponfiftericy Jto defend the 
people. Thus mediating between extremes, you will pre- 
serve tlu$ illand long, and prefcrye her wlt^ a certain degri^e 
*•- • ■ , I 1.,, • -* 
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•f r^tiomii Thos faithful to the conftitution of the ctmnttj, 
you will command ix^d iniiire her tcancpiillttj, for our beft 
authoriry wkh the people is, protedtion aiflfbrded againft ths 
miBifters of the ci'o^ti* It is not public clamour but putflic 
injury that ihould alarm you ; your high ground 6f expofiu** 
Iftticm with yoiif fellow-fitbjeAs has been your fervices i 
the free tirade yoii have given the merchant, and the firee 
conftkution you have given the ifland ! Make your third 
great ^ort, preferve themj and with them pre&rve unaltered 
y9ur own calm fenfe of public right, the dignity of the 
parliametit, the majefty of the people, and the powers of the 
ifland ! Keep them unfullied, uncovenanted, Uncircumfcri- 
bed, and unftipendiary ! Thefe paths are the paths to glory } 
and let me add, thefe ways are the ways of peace : fo fhall 
the profperity of your country, though without a tongue to 
thank you, yet laden with the bleffings of conftitution and of 
commerce, bear a^teftation to your fervices, and wait 00 
your progrefe with involuntary praife !'* ' 

The limits of this work vtSl not admit a £u*ther infertion 
of the debates wluch took place on this queftion-— the princi- 
pal arguments on either fide may be coUefted from what haji 
been ftated — we fhall therefore only obferve that upon a di- 
yifion leave was at length given to bring in the bill : — for it 
i27i-»-againft it, 128.* 

Wbilft thefe proceedings were pending, the public mind 
feem'd much divided on the fubjeA — the terms propofcd did 
kiot feem to meet the approbation of the trading part of the 
community, feveral petitions were prefented to parliament in 
both countries againft the propofitions being pafs'd into a 
law— ^mofl every county in Ireland exprefs'd its difappro- 
bation — tho' a few favourable addrefles were by fome means 
procured. — 
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The fmall majority in £ivour of fo important a meafurei 
Vas looked upon as a. defeat) and accordingly^ altho' Mr^ 
Orde afterwards moved to have the bill read a firft time^ 
apd to be printedi yet he declared he would not proceed 
{any farther in the bufinefe^ during the prefent fefiionj not 
at all, unlefs the kingdom in general fliould£row to a better 
liking of the meafure> which he was confident, upon a fur* 
ther and more temperate re-confideration of its principles^ 
Would obtain their approbation. . 

Thu§ terminated the intended coilimerciai arrangement' 
between Great Britain and Ireland, after having extrcifed 
the attention of both countries for upwards of feven months* 

On the 5th of Sept. the houfe of commons met purfuant 
to adjournment, when the Clerk of the houfe read the £oU 
lowing Letter from the Spcaket.— 

'* GentUmen* 

^^ My advanced age, the decline of my ftrehgih, and what 
*^ I feared mofl, of my underftanding, have determined me^ 
** before my imperfeflions become niot-e apparent, to rctil^c 
*« from that high ftatiort to which your favour had raifed me. 
« To thefe perfonal confiderations let me add one of much 
«< more moment, the hazard of an interruption to the bufi- 
.<• tiefs oi the public by riiy ifi^rniities. Thefe motives have 
<< induced me to requeft, that you will accept ttiy refighation 
^« of that high oiEde with wliich yotl honoui'ed me, and elfeft 
** another gentleman iii my room ; and giv'e nife leave^ 
f« gentlemen, it the fame time, to make my mofi; humble 
*« and grateful acknowledgements to you for yoiir teridernefs 
^f and indulgence to my errors, and for the conftaht and 
<< honourable fupport which you have given me in the dit 
^* charge of my duty during the courfe of fotuteeii years and 

<«Yipward9^ 
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" upwards, the memoiy of which can never be erafed from 
" my tbind. I aoi, with the utmdft refped, and the mbft 
*^ finccrfe affeiaibni 

*« Gcntlcmeii; 

<< Your inoft obligedi and 

" Moft obedient fervant, » 

*» EDMOND SEXTON PERY;^ 

The Right Honourable ThoiIas Ori)£ faid, he with 
" fifiaiih relii£tance was <>bliged to inform the tiotifei that his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant had alfo re^eivfed a letter to the 
lame cfffeA. He expreiled the deep^ft eoilcetn that the nati- 
on ihould be deprived of the advantages flie had long received 

*iFrom the wirddih and integrity of Mr* Pery., He would not; 
he faid^ dttenipt to eiitef intd ah eiildgludi on ihe merits of 
a many whom, though be had lefs opportunities of juBging 
than almbft any pther member of the Houfcy he had been 
iifed to think of with the higbefi veheratlodi and whdfe 
condiifi in t}ie chair, foi* more than fotirteen years, had e- 
fiablifhed bis reputation j and demanded the highefi of praife ; 
he would endeavour to provide a AiccefTor worthy of fuch si 
man ; aiid in naming his right hbnble. friend, Mr. toitcVf he 

V had an honeft pride in refle^ing how highly that gentleihan's 
tharaAer fiood in the eftimation Of the Houfe ; how msaif 
and how great probfsi h^ has giten of his etaited talents, eit- 
tenfive knowledge of bufinefs, andunfliaken integrity ; qua- 
lilies for which he trufted he wotild be diftinguiihed, and of 

, which this nation would enjoy the fruits, long after he tMr« 
Orde] fhoul4 ceafe to be a witnefs of them; He latnehted^ 
however, tha t another high d(epartiheat muft now be depr i^- 
ed of the benefit of thofe qualities; but when he coniidered 
how peculiarly adapted the$^ were to-pfeferve order, and givdi 
dignity to the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons, ht 
would nbt befitate to move, <^ The Right Honourable Jfka 
Fofter da now take the chair as Speaker of this Hpufe. 

Lord 
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Lord EI1LWA9.LIN feconded die motion. 

The Clerk then put the qtieftion, which pafTed lidatiU 
moult/ in the afHmative, and the Right Honourable John 
FoKfer was^ by Mr. Orde and Lord Kilwsirlihi conducted t(> 
the chair. 

At tbedofe of the Seffion the following addrefs was voted 
to the Lord Lieutenant; 

T6 his GraccCMARLEs duke of Rutland, LordLieute* 
nAnt General, -and.GENEKAi- Governor of Iriland-; 
the humble Address of the KNicHts, Citizens and Bur-* 
t^x^sEs, in Farliament aflembled. 

•* Ma;^ It pkafe your GracCf 

** We, his l*fajefty*s . moft dirtifol and loyal fubjedls, the 
•Commons of Irelatid, iti parliament alftmbled, beg leave 
humbly to exprefs to your Grace, "with uhaffcdled warmtli, 
the fatirfaflion whith we feel in every opporttinity of teftifi- 
ing our r^fpeft for your perfoDj and our attachment to^our 
government. We cannot refleft upon your Grace's conflint 
attention to the happinefs tmdwelfareoiFthis kingdom, wifbotit 
grateftil acktibwledgemerits to 'his Majcfty, that his Majcffy 
nas Seen pleafed to grve tts fti acceptable a proof of hi« royal 
favour as continuing your Grace in the government 6f Ice- 
land. The giiherdils htith^nhy of drfp^fitidh, and high fenfc 
of honour Which difthlgaifii your Grace's private charaftcr^ 
tavc, in conjuniftion with your*heredit?ajpy fpirit ^nd fimrtiefs, 
trideared you tothc nation, "by tbeli' happy itifliiciice en your 
public cond^A^ 

" We httmMy defife your Gra«e to accept '6ur fincci'c 
^hatlks for thofe exertions, which in confequence of our u- 
"Aanimous addtefs, and in obedience to his Majefty's com- 
mandsy your Grace employed, dtfring'tise lift inferval be- 
tween 



^"s^e^n our feJQ^oQs^ ip prcp^riog ^ pjaq of cofluju^rciajl i^tufr^ 
cpvr/e mtlx Great ^dtaia. Wear( aware that the utmoft 
4elicacy aod caution are necefiary £or the conduct of meafiire^ 
in which the rights and intereft of both kingdoms are equally 
concerned, and muft be equally regarded; and we Entertain 
a juft fenfe of the attention your Grace has manife^ed to this 
principle, that their cornpletioi\ (hpuld depend upon the pub- 
lic fatis^ftion. Y(e truft therefore th^it the further confide- 
ration of this fubjeft will be pt^rfued with that temper, that 
fpirit Qjf conciliation^ and that impartial attention to thege- 
i^eral welfare of the whole, empire, which alone, can enQirc^ 
permancncjf to ^ny fyftemjOr enable tl\e wifdom of parliament 
to perfect fuch an equal, reciprocal and juft arrangement as 
may unite both kingdoms for e^er in intereft, andprq-*, 
ferve ifl each a firm cpnfidence of mutual affe6:ion. 

<< It is our zealous and ardent i^iQi th^t your Grace may 
lOPg continue in the government of this kingdomt ^nd con- 
tcmphts^ vijdhgroiiKing pride and fatisfadlion, theiocceisful; 
€^et\ of youf govemmeitt, in the increaiing a&£Hpo oi \ 
generous people, and in theprogrefiive harmony an(jl£treng^^ 
of ^t empire. 

Op 7thSeRt;r* i^Xord I^jeutenapt Concluded tl\p ScfQjtt^, 
i^itb the fpllQWing Speech, y 

•<: My Lords and Genikmen ;** 

«* Although the very advanced feafon of the year renders, 
it expedient to conclude the prefent fef&on of Parliament, I 
flatter myfelf that the great objeft of adjufting a commercial 
intercourfe with Great Britain has not in yain engajged your 
attention, and protrafted your xl^liberations. Yp^ have re- 
peatedly exprefied your wifhes for the attainnient of an equi- 
table fettlement, and I have the fatisfadtion to.obferve that 
youcontinue to be imprefled with the true fenfe of its neceffity 

an4 



>j% CoiUctama J^ltttea* 

and importance. You will have now the fiilleft l^ifiive tq 
purfue/ our confideration of the fubje^): in priTate» with that 
dirpalfionate affiduity which ^t fo eminently defcnres.'' 

*« I am to thank ypu, in his^Majefty's name, for the libc- 
ral provifion you have made for the public fcrvice, and the 
honourable fupport of l^^is !^lajcfty's government. In your 
generous contribution of fupplics you have not \tk confulted 
the dignity of his crown than the t^^\ intercfts of his people. 
The neceffity of preventing the accumulation of debt cannot 
be too ftrongly enforced, and it ftiall be my earneft andcon- 
^ant endeavour to renderyour wife exertions for this falutary 
purpofe efieAual and permanent. 

My Lords and Gintkm^n^ 

t ' 

** 1 feel the trueft fatisfa^ion in obf^f^ing the various be-j 
neficial laws which have pafled during this feffion, and the 
wholefome eSe£^s of your wifdom in the returning tranquillity 
and induftry, and in the rifing profperity of the l^ingdom. 
The conduA of Parliament has had its juft influence, their 
deliberate fpi^it ^nd approved attention at all times to the 
public welfare has inspired the people with full Confidence 
in the legiflature, and will teach them tp co.n(ider their truQ' 
interefis with calmnefs and difcretion.'^v 

V Thf nobleft b^e£^ to which I can direA my attentiqat 
and which will ever conftitute the happi^efs.and pride of n^. 
life, is the eftablifbmept of the profperity of Ireland^ by ex- 
tending and fecQ^ing h^ commerce,, apd.by cementing and 
perpetuating her conne^lipn with Great Britan. And I truft 
you will continually cheriih this fentiment in the national 
mindl that the ftability and ftrength of the empire can a« 
lone jbe ultimately Iniured by uniting the interefts and ob-t 
je£ls of both kingdoms in general and ^^uitable fyftem of re« 
ciprocal and commgn advantage'* 
' ' ^ ■ ■ * *'■ ^ And 
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And then the Lord Chancellor declared, that it was his 
Grace the Lord Lieiitenant's pleafure that this Parlia^ 
meat be prorogued to Tuefday the a ad Day of Novem-* 
her next i and the Parliament was accordingly prorogu-t 
•d tp Tuefday the 2 ad day pf November nc;i^t. 
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HE defeat which Mr. Orde's commercial bill thus met 
>vitby appear'd to give general fatisfaAion to the greater part 
of both (Countries: — And on the 19th January, 1786^ 
parliament again aflembled, wheq his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant addrefsed both houfes as follows* 

^^ My Lords atid' Gentlemen^ 

♦ " It is with great fatisfaftion, that, in obedience to hi$ 
Majefty's command?, I meet you again in Parliament. Yoii 
will, I am pexfuadedy give your utmoft attention to the vari- 
ous objeAs pf public concern which require your confidcrati- 
on. Your natural folicitude for the welfare of Ireland, and 
a juft fenfe of her real interefts, will direft all your delibe- 
rations, and point out to you the line of conduct which may 
be mod conducive to the public advantage, and to that laft- 
ing connedlion between the £Ukr kingdoms, {xy e^ential t^ 
the profpcrity of both. 

*« Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

<< I have ordered the public accounts and other necefiary. 
papers to be laid before you. The principle which you fo 

wifely 
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wifely eftabliflied, of preventing the accumoktioa of the 
national debt» will, I hope, appear alreadj to have proved 
fuccefsful ; and I eptertain no doubt that your wifdom will 
perfevere in meafores which in their operatba promife fuch 
beneficial e&£ts. His M^jefiy relies widi confidence upon 
• your grant of fuch fupplies as are necefiSiry for the public 
fervice, and for the hpnoorablf fupport ^ of his govern^ 
pacnt, 

^' My Lords {^nd Gentlemen^ 

♦* 'A fyftematic improvement of the police, ^nd a vigorous 
es^ecution pf the laws, are eifenitial not only to the due 
collection of the public revenue, but to the fecurity of pri- 
yatc propMiy, atyi indeed to the prbteaion of fociety. The 
frequent outrages which have been committed in fome parts 
of the kingdom, will particularly c^all your attent'^on to f^i$ 
hnpcirtant objeA. ^ 

«< It is unnecefTary for me to recommend the Proteftant 
Charter-Schools to your proteAion, or to enumerate the 
happy efl^s which inay be derived fron\ your continued at* 
tention to the Linen and other ManufaAures, to the Agri- 
cdture, and to the Fi(heries of the kingdom, and to fuch 
meafures as may animate tHe induftry, extend the educatt«- 
.ffn, andimprovethemo|rals of the people. 

«< It will ever b^ my ambition t<i promote the real interefts 
of Ireland, and to contribute, by all the means in my power, 
towards efhbliihing its future profperity on the fureft and 
moil lafting foundation.'^ 

The fpeech particularly recommends attention to frequent 

outrages which had been committed in fbme parts of the 

kingdom, and to a fyftematic improvenient pf police, and 

vigorous execution of titxe laws. 

Ti» 
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The outrages here attended to, were committed by ^ mC^ 
guided fet of people, who were ^guilty of many atrocious 
ofSences, particularly in and about the County of Kilkenny, 
and who denominated themfelves Right Boys. — On tlus oc« 
cafion, the Roman Catholic clergy exerted them&lves^ at 
on fimilar occafions, to fupprefs the fpirit of licentioufnef s 
find depredation which had fpread thro' the lower rank of 
people, and the following inftruftions were fent by Dr. Trojs 
%\xw K- C. Bifl^op qf OiTory, to the clergy of his diocefs, 

f<? the Roman CqtMic Clfrgj oj the Dioctfs of Ojffhry. 

Ven. Brethren in Chrifi Jefus^ 

(< Notwhhfti^ding the uniform Dodrine of the Catholic 
Church conceroing the invalidity of combination-Oaths ia 
general, and of the late one adminiftered by perfons, calling 
themfelves Right-Boys in particular, has been freqtiently cx^ 
plained, I am extremely concerned to^ hear, that fome of 
our deluded People wh6 have tsvlcen faid wtck^ Qs^tt^, think 
or feem to think theoifelves obliged to ohferve it. In ordep 
to remove this great £rror; equally prejudicial to the interefts 
of Society and Religioa, I think it necefiary to require each 
and every one of Ton (as I do hereby) to declare in the; 
name of Qod and our holy Church, from your refpeftive 
Altars, that the afprefaid right-Boy^Oath is fo far from being 
binding in Confcience, that whoever obftinately adheres to 
the coiitrary Oj>inioti, is upwprthy of Catholic Conununign^ 
))iecaufe he adts in direct, and fcandalous oppofition to th^ 
fii^prtb CoiQmand of God, the Laws of the Church, and 
Statutes of the Realm. You are not therefore to adminifter 
any Sacrament to fuch perfons, even when dying, as have 
taken faid Oath, unlefs they &all abjure it entirely, and 
promife to hold and regard it, as null^ andv<^d, and of i^q 
^e£t. If after this Our folemn declaration, any per.(Qn call-n 
ing himfelf a StOqian Catholi(;, who has already taken, or 
% may 
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faay hereafter take faid Oath, Ihail depart this Life after re<« 
fufing to makethe above mentioned Abjuration and Promife, 
he is to be deprived of all the Rites, and Sufirages of our 
holy Church, and to be looked upon iq every refpeft as fe- 
parated from the Communion of Saints. I confide much in 
your zealous and prudent Endeavours to reclaim thefe mis** 
guided poor creatures ; and hope our Efforts to procure their 
Happinefs, aiid promote public Peace will, by the l^etcf of 
pod, prove lucccfsfuh'* 

I am very fincerely. 

Yen. Brethren 9 
ITourafiTe^Honate and moft 
humble Servant in Chrtft, 

JOHN TROY^ 

7heiie ^^(Kts I^ovrever were ineQcAual^ and it was thought 
pecelTary that parliament (hould interppfey piod prevent the 
growing mifchief by fome reftridllve {latute« — Accordingly 
during the courfc of this feffion (20 Mar. 1786,) the folicitor 
^General prefented a bill for the better execution of the law. 

The Solicitor Gzif'^%At prefented a bill for the better 
execution of the law within ih^ city of Publin» and certain 
parts adjacent thereto, for quieting and protecting pofre({ions 
yithin this kingdom, for the more expeditious tranfportati^ 
on of felonsi for reviving, continuing and amending t:ertaia 
flatutes therein mentioned, and for repealing zn ^(\ pafled 
ip the feventeenth and eighteenth years of the reign of hit 
prefent Majefty, entitled an aA for improving the police of 
the city of Dublin ^ which was received and read the firft 
time. 

He faid, I fhall now move (hat this bill be rpad a fecond 
time to-morrow. — It is my intention to move you, when this 
motion is carried, that the bill be printed, and that its com* 
mittal be on Friday next* 

Mr. StewA&t . 
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Mr. Stewart (qf Kilhmoon) intreated the geQtleineQ !i| 
adminiftration not to prefs fpi'w^d a inatter olfu^b imppfr 
taDce in To thin a Houfe, viheu mapy gentlemen w^re gone 
to attend the affizcs in their different cbuntie^, and in the 
^i^fence of many lothers who did not eype^ this bill would . 
have been brought forward thisi day, but give time tof 
confidering a bill of fuch confequence -, which was not onl j 
Co aff^fl the city of J>ublin» but every coqnty in the Iping^ 
doni. 

Mr. Green laid he confidered the difl;urhance$ which ha4 
fome timer fince taken place in D,ubUn, and thp fpirit of 
llifobedience tp th^ laws which at thi§ day prevailed in many 
parts of Ireland, as calling loudly for the interference of 
parliament. As to the bill propofed for remedying thofe 
evils, it was fo plain that he thoyght any man of common 
jjinderftanding n^ight comprehend it at firft fight, and thetC'* 
fore he would not confent tp delay. ^ 

* Mr. CoNOLLT.— -It (tcG^ it would he urged th^t no per? 
fon has a fufpicion of the bill; I fufpe£); the principles of it 
becaufe I fufpeft adminiftration — I fufpeft its intention, 
becaufe I fufpeA adminiftration — I fufpeA an adminiftration 
that promifes this country t^ade, in lieu of which, ihe gives 
US i40,oool.in ta^^es — ^I fuTpeA an adminift;ratioh, that when 
we ask for bread gives us a ftone. — And though I wifh 
for order and regulation, fHU I am convinced the profits 
arifing from that bill may be purchafed too dearly — I fee by 
0ne claufe you intend to take the arms out of the hands of 
iht volunteers.-— When I reflcA on the memorable propofiti- 
0M of 1785, a^d the fenfible meaf^res propofed in 1786, it 
ftagger? my faith, and induces me to fay, that furely the 
people o^yght to be confulted when you goto alter the confti- 
tution.— A bill of Cuch magnitude, to infift to hurry it be- 
fore 
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tdte the itoufe, iiiews there is at fnake in thcgrafs^ to cnifli 
which tvtTj gentleman ought to attend. 

Notwithftanding the strgtiiiicrtts of feveral gentlemen in j 

oppbfftion to the meafure, the queftiori for reading the bill a 
fecdnd thric on the foHowing day — was carried without any 

divifion. A few days after a petition of the freemen an 

freeholders of the city of Dublin, agreed on at a public meet- 
ing held . purf uant to notice^ at the Royal Exchange, on 
Saturday the 2 jth of March, 1786^ and flgned by the high 
fiierifis of the faid city, was prefented to the Houfe and rtfadp 
fettii^ forth that the {petitioners have bdield with the deep* . 
£!ft concern a bill recently introduced into the Houfe» tn* 
titled, '< A bill for the better execution of the law within 
the city of Dublin, and certain parts adjacent thereto, and 
for quieting and proteAing pofieffidns within this kingdom^ 
for the more expeditious tranfportation of felons, for rcYi* 
vingy continuing and amendiiq; certain ftatutes therein men- 
tioned, and for repealing aoi a£t pailed in the fetenteenth and 
dghteenth years of the reign of his prefentMajefty,, entitled 
an aft for improving the city of Dublin,^ whi<;h manifeftly 
tend^ to fubtert publit liberty in the muft ^fiential points $ 
that this bill, if pailed into a law, would give a very great 
additional >nd moft dangerous influence to the crown^ hi 
matters which intimately regard not only political freedonk 
but the perfonal liberty and domeftic quiet of individuals, ali 
influence which every honeft Iriihman feels to be at leaft at 
extenfive as is confiftent with the fafety of the conftitutioti % 
that the co^miffioners of police and other magiftrates to 
carry the purpofes of this bill into execution, holding their 
places at the will of the minifter, may become dangerous in* 
firmnents in their hands, wherewith to harrafs all thofe pidr- 
fons within their jurifiUftion who may conftitntionally op- 
pofe any minifteriil fcheme, however ruinous to the inter* 
efis of their country : that foch a law would be grievous in 
point of taxation in this kingdom, already heavily opptttM 

by 
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by its provifions for burdenfome eflabliflimerits ; the pdliti-^ 
oners therefore do mofi carncftly entreat the Hoiife to enter- 
- tain no longer a bill which miift deftroy the independence or 
the cityj and reduce the AtB: Corporation of the kingdonj 
under the influence of the minider ) and doalfo praj that 
they may be heard by themfelvcs or counfel againft the fakl 
bill. 

This petition however wa$ rejeftedj and the bill was pafC 
^d with the utmoft expeditioui 

The neitt fiibjeA of national importance, alltided to in 
hk ^xcellehcy's fpeechi Was that of Public Eduottion :-r 
concerning which Mr. Orde> on the 6th day of April^ 
addrefled theHoufe, and faid^-^-^^* h« held in' his hand 
fome rcifolutions, and an addrefs, upon a fubjeA of very 
high cohtferii to the natiod, iirhich he had mentioned yefter- 
day, the improvement of the education of youths The ob^ 
je£l of his refolutions was to extend the means of education 
kt a cheap rate^ that few perfons fhould be estcluded from 
its advantages. He was aware, that there are feveral etx^ 
^owedYchpbls thoughout the kingdom, and fome of them 
jrich, but thcii* Very opulence was the chief caufe that de<^ 
feated the intention of their founders ; for the mafters of 
ibme of the beft endowed fchoolsi content with receiving 
their falaries, either did no duty at all, ot in fb carelefs m 
manner, that the youth of the kingdom derived very little 
Advantage from it. He would not therefore propofe to pro^^ 
ceed in the common thanner, by endowing fchools for the 
benefit of mafters, but rather hoped fome method might bt 
adopted tQ help or fupport young people under a totrrfe of e- 
ducationi not merely by paying the mailer, but by ailiftln^ 
the ichalars it the purfuit of knowledge, and afterward^ t0 
encourage fcholars fo formed to become teachers, rifing ih 
fucceffion. This he thought might be done at an expend 
fmall indeed when compared to the benefits^which the nation 
muft deriTCf from it* However, that the Hotife alight pM- 

ceed 



tted with proper cautioni and with t&at delicacy arid regtrd 
which is due to the {liroperty of individuals, he would move, 
&r&, a refolution declaratory of the principle on which hd 
intended to proceed* and afterwards an addrefs^ by which 
he hoped to acquire the means of carrying that principle ia- 
to practice. — tie then moved, ,<^ that the national foundation 
of one or more public fchools, with regulations adapted 
theretO) for facilitating and extending to the youth of this 
kingdom the means of good education* would be of great 
public utility/' 

4 

I 

It was then refolved^ mm. con^ that an humble addrefs be 
iprefented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant^ requcfting tUiCt 
his Grace will be pleafed to give diredlions for the preparing 
plans of the neceiTary arrangements for eftablifliing publi<^ 
fchoolsy with an eftimate of the expence thereof, accompa*- 
pied with obfervations refpeAing the £(uationi moft proper 
for the fame^ 

It was then ordered, — that the proper perions do make 
Ireturns to the Houfe of the fchools of royal or other foun« 
dations in the refpedlive diocefes in this kingdom, fp^cifying 
the prefent yearly value of their refpedlive endowments^ of 
what they confift^ the names of the matters and affifhintst 
the falaries or allowances paid^o the mafters, ufhers, af!ift« 
ants, or other officers belonging to the faid fchools, as the 
fame ftood on the 25th day of March, 1786, together with 
the numhei' of fcholars, the boarders, and the day febolars. 

it was alfa ordered, that the regiftcrs of. the fever al dio* 
(fe&s do return to thb Houfe, on the firft day of the next 
feffion, an account of the Englilh fchools kept by the rec* 
tors or vicars in their refpe£tive diocefes, with the number 
of fcholara therein refpeAiveiy, on the 5th day of March, 
1786. 

How- 
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However defirable a general Tyftem of National Educati-i 
on might be^ What was now propofed has never fince 
been carried into execution^ — fcarcely any thing more was 

beard on the fubjeft.' We Ihall now briefly ftate 

the national debt of Ireland, as reported by the CoAimit- 
tee of Accounts ill the^fef&on of 1786. 

STATE OF THE DEBT Of IRELAND, 1786. 

Principal due upon debentures at lady-day, 1786, 927,600 o 6 
IfTued at Michaelms. i 7S4) to difcharge trea. bills, 15,250 o o 

^ Making together^ 9^^fis^ o o 
Difcharged at Michaelmas 1784, 1.40,860 
at Chriftmas, 1784, 11,070 

51,930 o # 

■ ■ ' * ■#■ ■ 

Principal remaining due on debeiitures, L.D. 1 785, 890,920 o o 

pue upon Treafury-bills, Lady-day, 1 784. 604,025 o o 

Iflued .in April, 1 784, in fuch bills, * • 2 5,000 o o 

Do. at Midfumr. to replace bills payable that day, 138,900 o o 

Alfo a further fum of - - - 100,000 o o 

And at Chriftmas, a further fum of «> 100,000 o o 
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Making in the whole 967,925 o o 
There was paid at Midfum. 1784, 1. 14,000 o o 
Alfo on Treat bills, payable 83, 5,^, 14*383 6 8 

.154,583 6 B 
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Principal due in Treaf. bills, at Lady-day, j 785, 813,541 13 4 

Do. on debentuits due in 1785, brought forward, 890,920 o o 

Principalof cancelled debentures, forming bank cap. 600,000 o o 

Total principal of funded debt, due at L. D. 1 785, 2,304,46 1134 
Add Intereft on Tr. bills &dcbens. 39,437 fl 8f ' ^ 
Do» on Life, and Bank Annuities, 17,938 8 o| 

57,370 10 9I: 
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Total principal, Intcreft, and Annuidcs, % 11,36 1,83!^*"^?^ 

Ag^nft which is to be api^ried, balances upon 
Loan Duties in hands of Vice T. 147,857 17 3I 
In the Colie£brs' hands, - 55>753 ^ i^i * ' 

Excife in the courfe of colle6lion 1,190 20 

i — i 204,601 I a 

TotaIPrin,&Intercftoffunded debt, L.D. 1785,2,157,031 a nj 



.The Right honourable the Speaker of the hdufe of Com- 
itnonsi on prefentjng the money bills, made the following 
Ipcech. 

'* May it pleaje your Grace^ 

«« THE expences of this kingdom had for aferies ot ycar^ v 
as well in time of peace as war» conftantly exceeded iti 
revenue, and debt ihcreafed dn debt. 

*« Where fuch a fyftem is differed to prevail, manufadu- 
res muft at length give way, trade will decline, and agricul-' 
tare eeaib to produce wealth .or plenty. The Commons 
therefore, in the laft fefiion, wifely determined tp put a 
ftop to fo ruinous a fyftem, and with a fpirited attention to 
the true ihtcrefts of thcrr country, and the hbrtourablr fup-* 
jport of his Majefty's government, they voted new taxqstlo 

liicreafe the revenue of the ycftr^ ito thcfum off lAOiOOCl. * 

I 

« iChc effort was great, and tj^^ev^^^t Jja^i^rgycj^its j^if- 

dom. No further addition is nxijg^ '^?^^JBosSSi}p^ %l^^ 
of credit is neceflary.— a fituation unknown to this Icingapax 
for ih^ny feffidns paft, and marking ^k'|ftfttrfiar'^fercAth« 
happy sera of yout* Grace's adminiftration. J//^" 

" Animated by this fuccefs, and determined to perfet ere 
in the principle of preventing the accumulation of debf, Eft 
Majefty's faithful Commons have in this ifeflion, contixittca 
the fame taxes, and granted all the fuppUes that were dcfired^ 
to the full amount of every eftimated expence; nor have 
they omitted at the fame time to provide for the fpeedy rc- 
duAion of the national debt, by a confiderable finking fund, 
and to continue to tie agriculture, the fiflieries, and ttfc • 
fifing .manufactures of the kingdoin, the boui^ies nectary 
for their fupport, . .^ 

Vol., ir. G «6mt 
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^^ Great as tHefe taxes are, they are liberally atof c^icarful^ 
ly giveni in the moft firm and full confidence that from your' 
Grace'is experienced wifdom and affeAion' for this kingdom^ 
Aiy will be found effe{li|ally toanfwbr the end propoCed, of 
fupplying the whole of the public expence^ and preventing 
/ any ferthor accumutation of debt." . 

The mofir material zS^ pafied this fefizon were ai; (bl- . 
lows. 

An aft for continuing and amending feveral laws relathig 
to his Majeffty's Revenue, and for the more efl^oally pre« 
ventiiig of firauds thettin,, an^ for other purpofes tkerrin 
mentioned^' 

An a£b ti(r firfpend for a limited time the opmtion of aa . 
■ft pafled faift fefiion of parliament, entitled an z& for the 
more effeftually i^ftering of freeholdel«» fo far as the lame 
ffaall zSsik the eleAion of members to ferve in parliament. 

Alt aft forihe iMre eflSs£bia1ly promoting partnerflups &i 
lMi4e» ty uoMflng t£e laws refpeding the fame. 

likn ^ioff0ffA$ti»if the fla^ m the city and' county of 
iMblim 

An aft for the better' execution of the law within the citf 
6f Dublin^ and ceVtaiti parts adjacent thereto, and for quiet- 
ing and protefHog poficiBons within this kingdomv. for the 
ihore expeditious tranfportation of felons, for reviving, 
eominuing and amending^ certain ffatutes therein mentioned^ 
and for repealing an aft pafle* in the fevcnteenth and 
eighteenth y*cars of the reign of his prefent Majcfty, entitled 
an aft for the improving the police of the city of Dublia- 

An aft for the more effcftual punifhment of perfons wht> 
ftall attain or attempt to attain poflcffion of money or goods 
hy falfc pretences or by threats. 

A» 
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An aA to eftabliih the bc^iiqefi of a pa wnbr<^er|r af^d to 
authorize fuch perfons as (hall be duly qualified to carry on 
the fame to lend money on pawns or pledgesy aadtofeceive 
iatercft at a higher rate ' than ber^ofore was recoreiable by 
law. ' 

Qn the St^ of May^ the Lord LiieHte^^ cQ^^Iuded the 
feflions with th^ fpUowiog fpecch to both hoi4<;s of p^rlia* 
ment. 

*^ i hare feen with great ratisfafliotii the conftant attentU 
on and uncommon difpatch with which yon have gorit 
throiigh Ihc pnbfic bu^;if . I aip t^ret^ ci^iUed qow to 
reUc?^ you from fHrth^r ^tq^d^nc^ in parl^^n^^- Thg har- 
Bftopy Qi yppr i(^\}^9jjk9m J^V S^VCR np Icli fiff ^aqp thaji 
dignity t^ yoi|r prppee^ii^, ^41 9p cp94l4e«tt]i?» you wHl 
carry with you the fame difpofilipn ^mt |?9na)90(i|^.the publk 
welfare to your reiidence in the country, where your pre- 
s. fence will encourage the tndoftry of die people, and where 
yottr-example and your influence will be happily exerted in 
«fhibIUhing general good order and obediente td the laws. 

^* Gentlemen of the Houfi of -ComnmSf 

<< I am to thank you» in his Majefty's name,* for the liberal 
iupplies which you have given for the pttUic fervice, and for 
the honourable fupport of his Majefty's government. They 
ihall be faithfully applied to the purpofes for which they 
Were granted. My reliance upon your decided fupport to the 
^ eiftecution of the laws for the juft colleAion of the public 
revenue, affords me the beft founded hope that the produce 
of the duties will not fall (hort oi their eftimfttrSTaniount. 

« My 
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^ My Lords and GehtleMrtl' 

«< The determined fpirit; with .which ybu b^ye marked 
jbxi^ khhorence of all lavlefi diftrder and tumuk, hath» I 
d9ubt not, already made an ufeful impreffion ; and the 
falutary laws enaOed in this feffion^ and particularly the 
Introduction of a f yftem of pdlke,' ^re honourable prodfs 6f 
yodr wifdoni, yobf moderatioii' and youf prudence. 

<< His Majefty beholds with the higheft fatisfaAion the 
zeal and loyalty of his people of Ireland } and I haVe his 

Majefty's exprefs commands tp^iTure you of the moft Cordial 

• • • . , • • .5 . ' ^^ 

returns of his royal favour and parental aneAibti. 

« I have the deepeft fehfe of tvety obligation to confinh 

my attachment to tHi^kidgdom/ and it will be the conftant 

objeA of m^ admiiiiftrition^ and the wanneft impulfe of my 

. heart, toforwilrd the lliccefsof her interefts, and to promote 

the profpcrity of thfe empire.**' . 



* ■» I »» 



And then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was his 
.G;«ipptheX40rd Lieutenant's ideaft|re that this, parlia- 
inept^e prorogued to Xgefday the iSth day of July 
next ; and the parliament was accordingly prbrogu- 
kd to Tuefday, the \ 8th <Jj\jr of July next. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Commenenatnt of the feJjSon 1787 — L«rd l^euttnanfs fpetch— 
addrefs to msMajeftf^iihaUtpnfajpng the addrejs'-^cnquiry 
M&ihe infurteBions in Munjkr'-^petitim from the Pre/byttri^ 
an Cl&gy — irtatj of commerce mth France^^refolutions tbercr 
•n-^debaies thereon — addrefi ig hi^ Majejly relative tp tM 
treaty. 






HE. ne:!^t fitting of parliament, begap i8th Januarfi 
^7^7i — ^We already noticed the difturbances in Munfteri by 
tiiofe infurgents called Right*boys \ they had now increafed 
\o an alarming degree \ and were particularly recommended 
to the confideration of ^parliament by his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant who addrefled both houfes as follows. 

*' My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

<^ I had hoped that upon the prefent occafioi^ otiueciing 
you again in parliament it would have been in my power t^ 
have announced to you the entire fuppreflion ot thofe conj- 
motions which, in fome parts of the kingdomi have difturl^- 
cd the general tranquillity. Under the prefent circumftan- 
ces I am perfuaded, by my confidence in the accuftomed 
proofs of your wifdom and zealj that I {hall receive from yo\i 
whatever aiSQance may be neceflary for the more effectual 
vindication of thelaws^ and the prqteAion of fociety. You;: 
uniform regard for the rights of your feilow-fubjcAs, and 
your zealous attachment tq the religious and civil conftitut^- 
Qlis of your country, will ftimulate your attention to their, 

infeparablt. 
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infeparable interefts, and will enfure jour efpecial fupport 
of the eftablifhed churdif and^ the refjpeAable fituation of its | 
minifiers. 

<< Gentlimin rftbe Houfi of Cornnkni^ 

«< I have dirc£ked the proper officers to lay the natiooal 
accounts before you ; and I tnift you iwill make the neceflary 
provifiotas for the exigencies of theAatc^ and the honourable 
fujpport of his Majefty's goyemmenr* 

<' My Lords and Gentlimert^ 

^* An a£t was pafled in the laft fefflon of the Brltifli parlia* 
ment for the further increafe of fhipping and navigation 3 
You will} I doubt not, take proper meafures to confirm t# 
this country a full parti(:ipatioii of its advantages. 

«' I have the fatisfaftion to inform you, by the King's 
command, that his Majefty has concluded a treaty of naviga* 
lion and commerce with the Moft Chriftian King. A copy of 
this treaty will be laid before you, in which you will not fail 
to obferve the attention which is paid to the interefts of this 
kingdom ; and I truft that your adoption of it here, by fiich 
laws as may be Yequifite to give it efed, will be attended 
'>vith real benefit to the country, by fuccdsfuUy encouraging 
the efforts of her induftry and emulation. 

« 

<< The trade and minufaftures, and particularly the Lin* 
,on Manufacture of this kingdom]; the Ihroteftant Charter 
Schools, and other public inftitutions for charitable purpofes, 
will not fail to engage your conftant care and encouragement. 
And I \iOpi that fome liberal and extenfive plan for the gene- 
ral improvement of education will be matured for ixk early 
execution. 

« A 
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^ A longer acquaintance ^ith this country ftrengthens my 
anxious wilhes for its welfare ; and f fhall experience the 
moft fenfibie gratification, if in mj adminiftration of the 
King's govemment I can witli a fuccefs, in any degree 
Correfpondent to thofe vrifhes, accoinpliih his Majefty*s 
earneft defire to promote and fecure the liappinefs and 
profperity of Ireland.^ 

The following uddrefsito his Mfjeify was agreed to by the 
Coouttoas. 

^« Mcft Crackus Sovereign^ 

« We^ your Majefiy's moft dutiful and loyal iiib]eCls> the 
Commons of Ireland in Parliament aiTembledj beg leave to 
approach your throne^ not only with the conftant declaniti- 
jons of our attachment to your, royal perfoii» £|tmUy and 
government, but with the moft ardent aud fincere con^atu- 
iations on your Majefty's providential deliverance from the 
^efperate effort of a frantic aEailin. We fhould be dead to 
every fentiment of loyalty and gratitude, if we could reprels 
ioiur folicitude for the life of a fovereignwhofe reign has becQ 
endeared to us by his ^iftinguij^h/ed attention to his fub)e£ts 
,of this kingdom. 

• 

<< We are afibfted with the utmoft concern and indignafi- 
on at thofe alarming and violent outrages which had fo long 
difgraced a part of this kingdom, and which we have in vain 
-hoped would have been extinguifhed by the vigoroas, yet 
temperate exertions of your Majefty's government ; convinced 
9t the fame time that no kingdom can rife to profperity but 
through the eftablifhment of intercal peace, we are determi- 
ned to check the progrefs of diforder by every means in our 
power* \ No effort of combination or force ftiall divert our 
decided refolution to fecure the rights of all our fellow-fub- 
jeSs^ airid effeAually to maintain the civil and religious confti- 

tution 
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tations of the ftate. The fupport of .the eftabliOied churchy 
and of the refpeAable fituation of its mi^niflersi is an objeA of 
tbemoft eflential importance, and iqfeparably conneAed with 
the fecurity of all our deareft interef^s; we can never there^ 
fore be wanting either in attention or zeal to defend theiDj 
by invefting your Majefty's governmeQt with every requiiitc 
and adequate authority, relying upon the prudence and 
humanity of a. phief governor, whofe amiable and.fteady vir- 
tnes have* entirely engaged our attachment and confidence. 

<< "We fhall chearfully make th^ neqeflary provifions (qk the 
exigencies of ftate, and the honourable fupport of your Ma- 
jefty's government. - 

<< We fhall Ipfe no time in inveftigating thofe advantage^ 
|vhich may be derived from our enadling of laws for the fur- 
ther increafe pf Ihippipg and navigation. . 

<« We hijmbly oiFer our acknowledgments to your Majcf- 
ty for your gracious communication of the treaty of navigati- 
on and commerce which your Majefty has concluded with 
the moft Chriftian King. We have no doubt of the attenti- 
qn which hals been'fhewn therein to our particular fituatipn 
and interefts; and we muft be naturally anxious to adopt an^^ 
meaftire which, by engaging the nation in new objedls of 
emulation and induftry, prpmifes th)sreby to open another 
fpurce of wealth an^ profperity. 

** We Qiall not ncgle^ a judicious encouragement of our 
Linen and other manutafturcs. The Proteftant Charter 
Schools and other public inftitutions for charitable purpofek 
will command our attention ; apd we fhalt not fail in apply- 
hig Qurielves to the important otjeft of a general improve- 
ment of education.. ; * ■• 

«« Encouraged in oiir endeavours for the public good by 
yourMajcfly's ajifpicldns recommendation and patronage. 
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YC ihall omit no exertions in furthering the great purpofes 
for which we are aiTcmbledi and confulting the glorj of yoor 
Majeft/s reign, bf fecuring the peace of your kingdonii and 
exalting its profperxty.'* 

From fome debates that took place at the time of paffing 
this addrefsy the teade^ will be enabled to form fome judg<^ 
ment as to the then fituatidn of thb cjoiintry ; We (hall there* 
fore ftate a few of the principal arguments on that fubje£t— r 
When the 3d paragraph of the adcbefs was ready the Rt, 
Hon. T. Conolly fpoke as follows. 

I do not rife to mov« an amendment of^ or sdteration to 
the refolutiod as it now flaeads. But I (hall trouble the Houf^ 
with a few obfervations on the unhappy ftate which it repre^ 
fents the kingdbm to' be in. 

I hope the gentlemen on the other fide of the ^ovfe will 
do me the juftice to admit, that the intei-efts of the kingdoi^ 
in general, and of the empire, have ever influenced me, and 
that they are certain of all my aiSAance in every meafure 
that can tend to the prefervation of oor happy conftitution in 
fihurch and ftate. { lool^ op the^i to be interwoven as I do 
the interefts of the two kingdoms. For if the conftitution of 
Ireland in church and ftate was fubverted, who ^ill not {zj\ 
that England wpuld be materially affe^ed by it ? 

NoWj fuppoiing that thcf^ dil^urbances ai^e as extenfive as 
^lave been reprcfented, but I hope in God they are not — fup-i 
pofiQg they are as formidable as Government have reprefent- 
ed them in their proclamations, are not the laws at prefent 
in being fufficient to reftorc order ? They are abundantly fo, 
if properly enforced. And hence, my fufpicioq is excited^ 
when I behold Adminfftration attempting by iniinuhtion to 
fftablifti the neccffity of new laws for unneceflary puirpofes, 
or for fomething worfe« I am convinced that had Admini- 
x^ I. ' ftration 
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^ ftration beea aftive, tii^ might have cheked thtic diftur-p 
iMailci^ in embry<v I will aik^ can any pan entertain a doubt 
•fk? apd when they did not, what .can we infer from it^ 
but that there was fome dark dedga in fuffering th^n^ to 
cqmc to maturity ? , 

This inay Teem to be a refleAion upcok our worthy CUef 
Governor — I know him to be an hoocft man^ and the friend 
qf both couiitries, and it is not him I fufpe£t — ^it is the Ad- 
ininiftration. And why dol lufpcQ: AdauQifir^tion ? ..be- 
cauf'e of their condiiQ on the proppfiiions^ when they wiih tQ 
prove, and to have lis believe, that thf returned propoiitions 
were identically the fame as the origifial ten, and were ready to 
pafs them with the fame alacrity and yigour, although every 
man in the nation was convinced that they coerced the com? 
merce, and invaded the copftitution of this kingdom. 

But not to Ibfe more time, I will alk the gentlemen on the 
other fide of the houfe to explain the tendency of that para-, 
graph in the addrefs ? My fears can do no barm; but I (hould 
be happy they, were done away. I again call upon gentlemen 
lor 2^i| explanation. [Hef e Mr. Cpnolly made a confidcrable 
paufc.] Noanfwerl then I take it, th«^t my ftifpicions are 
jufily founded, and chat no anfwer can be given. Good God, 
*Sir, is it coniiftent with fenfe to eoaft new laws, before you 
try whether the old ones would anfwer the purpofe i and this 
is the cafe, for the fupinenefs of the magiftrates has been ad- 
mitted on all fides, But^ Sir, I confider this as a meafure 
to intimidate the proceAants of the kingdom, and to furni& 
1 pretext for an unconilitutional police-bilK If thefe turbu* 
kpces are not exaggerated, then Government are highly cen- 
fyrable for not having prevented them in (ime ; and if they 
are not, they are doubly fo, for certain ill-founded alarms; 
fo that in feither cafe they are culpable in the extreme, ^d 
forfeit the confidence of the people. 

The 



Tht peafantry of the routh, we tre told, havt the greateft 
soeethigs ever fckiown ; nay they are in attns, as the procla- 
matioas tell us. '^^il, xfthy did not Qove^ment in the in- 
fancy of infurreAion ftrpprefs it ? Would not any moderate, 
man be inclined to fufpeA them df mifcondi^Aj and of abett- 
mgtfae outrages of the fouth, when they rec6lleftcd that 
the proteftant insurgents in 1763 were tried for bigfx trea- 
ibn ? what is the iiiference to he deduced from, this faft ? 
Juftthis : th^j Government were not ib well difpofed to pun- 
ifli. Strange, indeed, tha^ proteftants in 1763 fliould be in- 
dlAeid for high treafon, and that Catholics in 1787 Qiould bc^ 
guilty of a higher crime, and only indiftcd iimply for a mit- 
demeanour. Let the friends of Government reconcile this 
with the idea of " vigorous exertions.'* I wiH no longer en- 
grofs the time of the Houfe, but hope that Government will^ 
in no lha|>e whatever, attempt to fubvert the libjsrty of the 
fubje£k, or trench on the conftitution. 

Mr. Longfield, then niade the following remarks! — Since 
I came up to Dublin (faid he) I begm to doubt whether I 
geaer ally refide in the cpuQty of Cork, or not» I hear fuch 
loud and nunverous reports of vidences, outrages and difor* 
^tersjn that countryi a word of which I never heard at home, 
that I begin to think! have miftaken the place of my abode. 
But what is truly terrible in its confequence is, that by the 
fpeech from the throne 1 fee it is taken for granted, that all 
tbole reports are true, and a fcandalous imputation and re- 
^proad^ is thrown not only on a great and refpeAable county, 
hat on'a whole province: I do, therefore, think it my du- 
ty to ftate to the Houfe what really is the fafti and they 
will fee that the interpofltion of the magif^tes alone, with- 
out the aid of new or fangujnary laws, or without the intef- 
^fition of the military^ is fufficient to render the formidable 
infui^ents about whom fuch a clamour has been rsdied. 

When I went down to the county of Cork laft fummer, I 
found no difiurbance exifting, though in the laft feffion of 

parliament 
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parliament I had .been told there was. I li?e fiear the town of 
Cloyne ; my demeibe hounds it. The right revirend prela^ 
of that diocefe had not then applied t^ any military zQ^'r 
tance, but lived quietly f^^rQ at hoo^i in the proteAionof 
the neighbouring gentlemen. The firft. thing that could be 
called a difturbance was of fuch a kind» that I was induced to 
think GovernmeAt had a hand in it. (This caufed much noifo- 
in the houfe.) Some very refpe(Stahle pcogie of Cloyne came; 
to me, and told me that a baiiiffbclon^ing to th^ high-fheriff* 
had been fcnt amongft them, with notice:, to provide a quan- 
tity of arms and ammunition, and a puxr.\jcr of horfes, by th^ 
followiog Sunday, for the ufe of Captain Right. I though^ 
it odd enough that a fhcriffs bailiff ihould be employed oi^ 
fuch a bufineis, and, as a magiilrate, 1 fent for him. He 
^onfeiled the fad of having ferved the notices, and Taid he 
was expployed by Captain Right. I defired him to give infor- 
mation againft Captain Right, which he ^efufed, upon which 
I committed him to gaol^ returned the bills againft him, and 
Drought perfons of credit who had fworn examinations and 
were ready to profecutc, but to my aftonifiiment I found that 
tlie grand jury had thrown out the bills* I fpoke to Mr. Kem* 
mis, the crown folicitpr, who faid he could do nothing 
without an order from Government, and as I was not in th<& 
habit of aiking favours from Government, I there let the 

matter drop. . - 

tit* 

This was the firft dillurbance I had heard of) the next was 
that Captain Right fwore fome of the people in my neigh*' 
bourhood to obferve his regulations ; yet another gentleman 
^nd I, attended by a ilngle fervant, made' this formidable 
Captain Right a prifoner, and fafely lodged him in gaol. 
Such being the cafe, there ought not to be a general charge 
of delinquency againft thecounty of Cork, becaufe fome of its 
magiftrales were fupine. After what I have mentioned, Gd- 
yernment fent forces down to my part of the country j two 
^f their officers were Engliflimcn, one a Scotchman ; the 

peopfc^ 



i"; .ii' 



4 
( 



ftedplc coulil not be fuppofed to have any very great partiality 
for them, or they for the |icopliB, yet they lived unmolefted 
in good quarters, and never had occafion to be called out to 
qnell any difturbance; 
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A nobleman bif^eat taleiits, knowledge, experience and 
Tagacity, had the chief command oi the troops fent into the 
j>rovinceof Muntter. I wiih we had his report, if there was 
any regular way of coming at his report ; you would there 
fee that none but the Ibweii: wretches, who groan under thii 
moft intolerable opprelfions, were engaged in any difturbanci^. 
If that noble lord was here, he would make you (hudder at 
the account of their niiferies. 

Mr. Carran fpbke as follows -^H^d this addrefs bfecni as 
all addrefTes that. I have ever read or heard were, compofed 
of unmeaning fbjS, I fbould not rife to fpeak to it. ' But, it is 
ta addrefs that tends to infpke the mind bf the Chief Gover- 
nor with indignation for the wretched people of thi^ country 
«— -an addrefs tending ^o imprefs the father of his people with 
the idea of their being in open revolt^ to divert the royal mind 
from liftening to the complaints of afflifted fubjefts, or al- 
leviating their mtferies. I cannot give my confent to fuch 
grofs inveftive. To fay it is neceffary, is only adding iroiiy 
to ihvcftiVe. 

» 

But you with to compliinent his Grace — ^arid do you ?-^ 
No ; you praife him for the exertion of force that was never 
exerted; and if you fuppofe it exerted, you muft confefs 
yourfelf difappointed in your expeftation s of it; and furcly 
this can be no compliment* 

• 

This country has been reprefented as in a ftate little fliott 
of open rebellion. As fubjefls of the country, it is the bufi- 
nefs of all gentlemen to confider the real ftate of the ctfe^ 
«nd if ever there was a time when party bias fhouid be throwdt 
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aiide» it is the prefent And we ihbuld not brand the mtiom 
in the addrefs with, words of courfe. 

When you fpeak of popular difturbances^ you fhould 
fcarch for the fource of them — the people are opprefled, and 
before you ponr the laft drop into the ^itSkl^ and cauft th« 
waters of bitternels to overflow. on them, confider well what 
you are about. If the reprefentatives of the nati^ have been 
remifs^ if the mag'ilrates throughout the kingdom have cruni- 
iialW been fuplne, lay the blame at the right door ; ceafe txy 
utttr idle complaints of inevitable effedU, when ^ou yonrfcl- 
^t's have been the caufes. The nyin who would fay, that the 
conltltution in church and ftate was in danger, from the Cm- 
pie infurreftion of a parcel of peafants, without order, with- 
out a head, without a leader, undiCciplined, unarmed, or on- 
ly partially fo, I would not take to be a: very wife man.; and 
the man who would fay fo from any thing, fave an error in 
judgcnckit, I would not take to be either a wife or an honeft 
man. What is the tendency of this paragraph ? Whf, it is 
to create civil difcord between fubjeft and fobj«£):«-«*to arm tho» 
hand of one man againft another. * ^ 

It is uqufual with me, to offer any captious opp^jxtipn. 
My oppofitjon to this part of the addrefs is not of this nfUturc. 
I have in my breaft a feeling, which will not fuffin* me to 
hear the cry of public calamity interpreted as the fhout of 
rebellion ; and this is now attempted to be done. Yqu bave 
no rebellion, crefting her bead in the nation. But a deliber^ 
ate fcheme is faid to be on foot, for the extirpation of the 
proteftant religion^ and of the confiitution. Were it the cafe, 
I fhould expend the laft drop of my blood in defence of both; 
but, it is not the faA. * And I will tell gentlemen the caufes 
from whence, the prefent difturbances originated. An idea 
has been difleminated, but I hope in God it will never take 
I'not, that thoogh a man labours, he is not entitled to enjoy 
the cmolum^ts of his labour and induftry ; and it is fsdd to 

. ' • be 
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he the cafci btit I ho^ withoQt juftkre. The pottence of the 
people has been totally ^xhaufted ; their grievances have 
long hdtn the ein{>ty fc^g of this Houie, but no pro<lu£Hve 
tffeA has ever yet followed. But it may be asked what are 
Ihe grievances of the people ? Why, one is non-reildence of 
the land-holders. By their abfence the unfortunate tenant 
becomes fubjeft id the' tyranny of atoi intern^tediate landlord-r- 
and when this matter came befote yob, what did you do? 
Why, yott denied the exiftence of tht grievance, and refufed 
fedrefi. Tou are defjrived, by the hon-reddent landhoidcr, 
of your (pecie — ^your gold and filver-^but this h n6t the 
wofft of the mifchief. Every incentive to order, or induftry. 
IS withdrawn-^and hence one great reafon for the prefent 
diftnrbances^ 

Is it any wondet^ that the wretches whom woeful and long 
experience has taught to doubt, and with juftice to doubt, the 
attention and relief of the legiflature-— wretches, that have 
the utmoft dlffioilty to keep life and foul together^ and who 
gtu|^Koevitably periih, if the hand of affiftance is not ftretch- 
«d out to th^m-^^^botkld appear in tumult ? No, it is not* 
Unbotnd to the fovereign by any proof of his affeftion— • 
trnbound to government by any inftance of its proteftion^ — 
unbound to the country, or to the foil, by being deftitutc of 
amy property In it, 'tis no wcnder that the peal^ntry (hould 
be ripe for rebellion and revolt — ^fo far from being matter of 
furprize.> it muft naturally have been expeAed* 

Will any man dare to fay, that there is a fingle man of 
property, a fingle man of confequence^ conneAed with the 
Infurgents ? Or that aiiy fuch men afibrd them fupport ? 
No) and with what juftice then can the paragraph ftand in 
the addrefs ? 

p • 
When a body of men fiood forward, in the moment of 
general confternation and difmay — in that perilous moment, 

when 
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whien it was a quefiion^ whether you ihould long lit as i 
Houfe of Commons, j[overnment was unable to defend you 
-^they, the. Volunteers, defended you; and to be fyre yoii 
heH out a good encouragement to loyalty! What did you 
do? You thanked them firft, and difmifled them afterwards. 
This was attended with the blefled effefts we are now wit- 
neffes of. — Fired with honeft indignation, they withdrew 
themfclves from the fcrvice of their country, and left it ex- 
pofed to all the confequences of inteftine commotion. It is 
true, you talked of fubftituting a militia-biil — but, this was 
a mere farce> to amufe for the prefent moment — and you 
Ihould not have deprived the country of one fupport, until 
you had a£hially fupplied her with another. 

You wcfe called on, folemnly called on for a proper re-* 
formation in the reprefentafion of the people ; did you grant 
It ? No ; and how does it at prefent (land ? "Why, feats in 
this Houfe are bought and fold. They are fet up to public 
fale ; they are become an abfolute article of commerce, a trat- 
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fie of the conftitution. And, I have'a doubt, whether* ilFa 
member of this Houfe (hould become a bankrupt, thartiis 
feat in this atembly would not be claimed by his aflignees, 
as a part of his property ? And whether they 'might pot put it 
up to public cant ? 

*rbe legal and conttitutional idda is thit a member fliould 

reprefent his conftituents by virtue of the property he has.--— 

Now mcmbei*s for thefe faleable rotten boroughs reprcfeit 

their conftituents, or the people, by virtue of the property 

which they have not — for they reprefent them in virtue of 

the two thoufand pounds Which tney give the proprietor for 

his feat. Nothing tten can be more clear than that they do 

not reprefertt tfie people in virtue of the property they 

have^ 

And 
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And cettaioly .as thqr M*e boii^t|epi(qi(< Ibr a fiun of 
iioneji k iV natural they {bqnid (oH lliWH-alii<ft thqr dfti 
and make the mofttbejr can «f die tei^gai^ TheaMadtew 
a borough-monger ca0r<tiiniin]rnuui--^#oiB»a 
ble— lio we ver obnoxious. Into this Hou8e^<^^Huid 1 
fhould this be tolerated ? 

But there is a rsu:c in thi» coiiiilry betweco pbb|acptddii>H» 
tj and connivance. Prodigdtty is evvvf ^elR td brfeM| 
and connivance affi>rds it the ndieatit of cidft«nte^ alril hevii 
the race between publit i^fddigality aiid foUic dtaii&mMBM 
and the h£k of their both keeping pac6 tdgethef ,— I do not 
Hdaa^ a tertsoU r^bt hoooiinible getttlettitkii (Ml'. CMe) I 
fcejftteloohgnveatupkittfiiy; I aoi ftM he fecHit vKdl 
rtgM. Thit Bigfit htfiiowalie g^ttemaft kno^^ titet Ae 
pepste hava m powtv of tMliwI otcr Ibdr r i gyifcfcutatf v ii |. 
and.wfoc if^ tke <ciiBliiqMBoe i Whf » it i^ ifr t&e ptywa^or ^ 
f«W bQcottg^mMigM «» hB|ie4& the Meefbry nMlMr eC 
g9VMMMBti<4cioUhruatbeii^^ of tBenMiatti 

Aiid.hlttcct. CKpefenM and demMiditfks iMft be gnrtffitfA 
%ith pkttss. and pciifiiMBt or #e fliMU liifitf 9> fcft a* 
gpyernment ! and hedcc ate the peo^k vMUiwI I ksoft * 
what I fay may be ofienfive to many gentlemen^individnaU^ 
and perfonallf,'! have as much refpeft for them pe^ps^as 
aii^i0a»can htve-^Hit pnvate refpeft muft give #8y to paB<* 
uc floceffi^. 

Butnnleb frnMhiag is dolM^i what #a ba th« dad of alt 
tl&? Why government wiB be ncceffitottdr at lengthf t& 
umtAUt the i>oIicy 6f Henry the 7tt» who blpoke^llte ntck of 
an abomhiable ariftocracy, and cauftd th^ property they had 
accMkolittd fa die^te an&diigft the ped|Ae; Btitm thia. 
€afe it wMldwatf b« reftoHag to the people their owji pre^ 
fenjTt the^righfef etefiSdn. 
V«L. * n Hot 
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'^ Nor arc the evils I fpcak of feen in thcofy onlyj but ii) 

^ ()ra£iice. Yoii have ndw^ near one hundred thoufand pounds 

on your penfion-lift ; and this ifaould furprize and alarm e-* 

very man who is not dead to the real fubje£ts of furprize 

The peafantry had formed hopes of relief, and will you 
i!aih the cup of comfort^ ot fnatch the bread of hope from 
the mouth ol affliction? people when opprefled — though 
opprefled :by law, .wilt make reprifal^-^nd thefe are the real 
caufestf dtfturbance/ ^ 

t have been a refident of this country ^ fpoken of as'ki <)» 
pen infiirre^tiouy and fince gedtlonen are in the habit of 
ipeaking of themfelvesi I fhall do myfelf the fame honour. 
J coCild not perceive ^ny of the 'Outrages fpoken of^ ' attd 1 am 
cert^^Q that they were nothing meow than the offllpnfig of 
the moftal^e£^ii|ifery. : They ^ete all forlorn wxvtphes, wfaoi 
were they icicliiied to become danglers, and to fin th^fsfelves 
to:the petticoat of Adminiftration, fo poor^ fo naked are 
they, that Adminiftration would not find on thdm a rag 
' Whi^by to pin them to their petticoat. 

• ' • . ' " • 

I have a family^ and If libought the adbounts of diftar- 
t)ances faithful and une:(aggerat^, xaurtt be fairly. flipped 
1 would wiQi to with-hold proteAion from them? fiut in fuch 
a light do I hold infurreftion, whatever provocatives might 
have. been to it* that as'a cooniel I refufedtd be conceiMied 
for two men ch^irged.with the cx^e^and this I think fhould 
imtitle vac tO;a Tutle credit . - . ; -^ 



' ♦ . «: 



Still, lean fee no neceffitx J9;r creatiig a diAatc^idiip in 
the perfon of ouf Chief Governor* . Do we not ' poilefs the 
tneans of puniOring any crime tnatmay be cpmmitted againft 
ibciety ? Will any man hoU out fuch an incentive oo rebelli* 
en^ as to fay we do not ^ The infurre£tion is not fo greati. 

The 



« 
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The man. who fays it is, defpairs of the compaon-wealth^ 
and I iniift that there i^ nothing in the prefent times that 
]Hfill juftify a departure irom the ordinary proceedings^ and 
eftablifl^ed forms of government. 

The (upinenefs of the ma^iftrateSj and the low flate of 
the commiflions of the peace throughout the kingdom, but 
. particularly in the county of Cork, are the things that fhould 
be reftificd. At the laft affizps there, I prevailed on two un- 
worthy mageftrates, Butler and Wogan, to refign their com«i 
miffions, which they had abufed, by freeing them from z 
profecutioa. ' - " ...... '^ 

A lyftem of vile jobbing, is one of the misfortunes of th!^ 
country — it extends even to commiffions of the peace — how 
elfe can the report of the four and twenty commiiBonsofthe 
peace fent down to the county of Clare in one pofl: (I don't 
mention it as a fadl,} be accounted for ? — Even the appoint- 
ment of fheriffs is notorioufly, in the hands of goiiemmeiit^ 
and through jobbingr ihcrifis themfelves; c^napt be tfufted 
— two fiitvi& ran away laft year with executions in their 
pocket8*-and ihe late high iheriffof the county of Dublin 
ha$.abf€oodcd« 

Diforders fhould beremjedied — ^butin that remedy, do not 
|>ronounce a (entence of excommunication againft the people^ 
Suppole all the people of Il'claod fhall come to your houfei. 
and t^li you, they were aggrieved and wanted redrefs, let me 
ask ^ou, what would you fay ?- — ^Many independent men^ 
are widting with patience for your decifion — waiting quietly^ 
wkiklbl^.iiapds before them^men, whofe^ jojEluence cn^y ' 
siiake iikiitfre£tion ^rea^dful — iadeed» we hav« ^ iMfi eleganti 
oi^om-buonfiy and for what ?'To ajSfyrd {^aiaoes for the fer- 
vants of the. crown. One palace has been built^ in jt, and I 
tmderftand it was a matter of contention, that there were not 
'^wo. All this is JQbbing^-and now I ita given to mxderftatid^ 

ttet 
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that palaces maft be built for all the officers of polkej dader 
the defcription of refident-houfes* 



1 l^Te read the hikotj of btha*' nations, and I have read 
the hiftoly of yonts ; I have feeit how. happily you em^ged 
Yrom infignificance, and obtained your conftituttqn. Bat 
when you walhed tUs conftkutbn with the waters which 
were to^ reader it invulncraUe, like the mother of AehlUes, 
yod fbrgotf that the part by which you held it Was ui^ouch* 
cd in the immerfion; it was benumbed^ and not leiideredin« 
Vulnerablet and therefore it ihould attraA your niceft care. 

You nuy talk ot commerce ettehding-^of a freedom of' 
trade, but what in God's n^tmcj have they to do with the 
wretched peafantry ? — and when the peafantry complain, an4 
when I hear iuch langaagCi t conilder it as a folemn and aii 

tzultin|[ mockeiT; 

t ■ ■ ■ . . ■ 

' But let me examine what government has done to fup^M^ 
Ihofe diflurbances?^ they fent down tho Grown Solicitor to 
Cotk I TOid Wftisi the Grown Solicitor a i^ifon to quell rebel- 
lion? They fent dowii four hundred foldiers! Was it toiugat 
for the body of rebels ? if it was not, where are the coaquefts 
Ithey made i But what did both foUcitor and army do ? Th^ 
impannelled twelve of the wretches to try a thirteenth-^they 
found him guilty, and they whipped him tl^roulgh the town 
at a cartas taiii^^fiir fiiame ! for (faame ! ceafe thus to expofe 
the King's government to the ridicute of the whole world! -^ 
Ify this trumpeting of alarm, whe^ fuch is the onfy founda- 
tion for iu 

% have on t fcRrmot' day oppofed attftehmente \ hM I^ tbhk- 
thoft magtftnft^ who h4v« nogteaed^ their 4^> ikoiiktand' 
ought to be attached $ and that It wotitd be a belter meaftr^ 
than to augment the offences^ or our criminal- cdde^ alteady 
too numerous^ 



/ 



Ht cmcluded bjr moving the following amendmeiiu t 

To the fecond paragraph of the addrefs, by infertiog be^ 
.tween the word kingdom and the word aful, t^e followmg ^ 
wo^s : ITiougb it is a great confotation to as t» think that thfa 
mdragts hav^. mt originated in any difaffeBian in jour Majeftft. 
JubjiSs of this kingdom to your Majejly^s gpvirnment^ or to anf^ 
concerted dejign ofdijluriing ouzprefent happy emfiitution either 
in church or Jiate^ but they bad been wholly confined toforne indi^. 
viduali of the lonveft clafs of the peoplcy vjhofe eutreme indigence,^ 
emd difit;efif nmy be tie oca^fonj though they cannot be ajfjftificd^ 
tion offuch illegal proceedings ; and it is a further confphtion to us~ 
to kni^f that the ordinary pouters of the Usmf,. mow in being are. 
Jiilly adeptate, if duly exerted^ tp puni/b and r^mn fuck 
' otceffeSy 

To the third pacag^phi by adding after the "vrofti govern^, 
^ent the following wordt : At the fame time nve humbly beg 
kave to reprefent to your MajeHy^ that the public enpences ofthh 
country have encreafed to a degree fo far beyond the ability of the . 
. tf^le to bearf that wefeelot^rfelves called ttpon by our duty to our 
conffitumU to reduce tbofe expences by every ikode of retrenchment ^ 
confijlent with honourable and neceffary fupport to your Ma» 
J(fiy's governrnent, within fucb Jimits as may be compatible with 
ih very enhaufied r^ources of a difireffed people. And we do not 
douit of having your Majeflfs gracious approbation ^ a meafure 
fo ejfehtial to the commercial hopes of your, kingdotn of Ireland^ elt 
^tl as conducive to the permanent peace and profperity of this 
ifingdom* 

And tfie queftion being put; that the words pxroppfed to, 
1^ addbd ftand part of the faid paragraphs,^ it pafied in thQ 
|iegativ^« 

Sbortl; after the addrefi to h|s Majefty bad been tntnrmit- * 
ted and an answer returQcd^—the Attorney Geheral entered: 
into an enquiry concerning the otttrages in Munfier : he ad^ 
drefs'd the houfe as follows. After 
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After what has pailed in this Houfe and upon the notork* 
ty of the commotions referred to, I fhould think myft^lf 
uftifiable in now moving an addrefs to the Crowd, declar- 
ing that we were ready to give the moft decided fupport to 
government in fuppreffing them, did I not think it peceflary 
to flop for one moment, to anfwer the charges that have 
been made agalnd government, and to lay before the Houfe 
what has come to my knowledge refpefling the proceedings 
pf the infurgcnts. 

Their commencement was in one or two pariihes io the 
county of Kerry, and they proceeded thus : — ^The people af- 
fembled in a mafs-Koufe, and there took an oath td obey the 
laws of Captain Right, and to ftarv^e the clergy. They then 
proceeded to the next pariihes on the following Sunday, and 
there fwore the people in the fame manner, with this addi- 
tlqn that they (the people laft fworn) fhould, on the enfuing 
Sunday, proceed to the chapels of their next peighbquring 
pariflies, and fwear the inhabitants of thofe pariOies in li^q 
fanner* 

Proceeding in this manner they very foon went througl^ 
Jhe province of Munfter. The firft objeft of their reforma- 
tion was tithes; they fwore not to give more than a certain 
price per acre — not to take from the miniftec at a great price 
^not* to afiifl or allow him to be aihfted in drawing the 
tithe, and to permit no prodlor. Th^y next took upon then^ 
to prevent the coUedioii of pariih cefles — then to nominate? 
pariih clerks, and in fome cafes curates — to fay what churel^ 
ihould or fbould not be repaired; and in one cafe to threat- 
en that they would burn a new church if the old oife woa 
not given for a mafs-houfe. . 

. At laft they proceeded to regvJate the price of lands, to 
raife the price of labour, and to oppofe the celledion of the? 
t^eartb-money and other taxes. 

Ja 



Tn 911 their proceedings they have ihewn the greateft a^r 
drefs^ with a degree af caution and circumfpeftion which is 
the more alarmingt as it demonftrates fyftem and defign. 
Bodies of 5cxx> of them have been feen to march through the 
country unarmed, and if met by any magiftratc, whp had 
fphrit to queftion thcmj they have not offered the fms^lleft 
rudenefs or offcuce 5 on the contrary, they have aHowed pcr- 
fonS| charged with cjrimes, tb be taken from amongft themi 
by the magiftrates alone, unaided with any force. — ^Wher- 
ever they went they found the people as ready to take an 
oath to cheat the clergy as they were to propofe it ; but if 
any one did refift, the torments which he' was doomed to 
vndergo were too horrible even for favages to be Ihppofed 
guilty of. In the middle of the night he was dragged from 
his bcd^ and buried aUve m a grave lined with thornS| or he 
was fet naked on horfeback, and tied to a faddle covered 
with thorns ;<— in addition to this> perhaps his ears i^pre 
fawed off. — There is this day an account receiycd^ of twp 
military men, who had exerted themfelves in the line of their 
dyty, being attacked by a body of rightboys, and I fear 
murdered, for there is but little hope of their recovering 
pf their wounds. The way in which the rightboys perpetra- 
t^d this crime was, the two men were walking together^ 
armed, they fet a dog at them, when one of the men fired; 
he had no fooner thrown away his fire, than a multitude; 
rufhed upon the two from behind the ditches, and wpund^d^ 
l^eixi, in a mpft 0ioc;king n^^pnei:^ 

Now^ upon the beft enquiry that I have* been able to 
make, it does not appear that there is the leaft ground .to» 
agcufe the clergy of extortion.. Far from receiving the teqjthx 
1 know of no inftance in which they receive the tweoj^jeth 
part, I am very well acquainted with the province of Mun- 
fier, and I know that it is impofiible for human wretched- 
nefs to exceed that of the miferable peafantry in that province. 
I know that the unhappy tenantry are ground to powder by 
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nUeatUb landlords*-! kmm i;}uti fv from baag aUe to ^ve 
the idcijgy tKdur jyfl; ixKBf tbqr haioe aot food or rakoent lor 
tbfim£bIireS| th^ landlord ^pfys the whole; aad forty I am 
to add, that jiot fittii fied wHh the prefent extariigD, fooie 
landlords have been fo bfafe to ijofygate the idbrgaits to roh 
the clergy of ik^ tithc^i not in Drder to adlByiate the 4if« 
treSisB of the te^smtry^ hut that they might a4d the cleqgr's 
^bare $p the cruel rack-rents ^.eady {>aid.---J £ear it vill re* 
gpire the i^tcnoft ability of par^iaffient to cooe to the rojat of 
tbofe ^yilSf The poor |iieople of MDnfber live \n a meore ab* 
}^Ql ftate of poverty than huo^ jgiatnce c^^n he fupppfed ^Uf 
to hear — thiir i^iferies are iQtolerable», but tbeydo not oriv 
^uEiate with the deq^i nor caa the }e|^(i^ fy^d kf 99A 
|ee them tahe the redreff into their owi^ iw^: ^fotbmg 
fan be done for th^ hci^ mk^t ti^^mxm^ ¥m9m m ^ 
flaite of aiiarchy* 

. XTpon the beft confideration that I h»re befm able to |^ve 
ghe fubjeA, two circumftaiices, whi<;h have contributed to 
fjpread the comn^tipns^ require to be immi^diately f^Q]:^ 
reftedf 

The &ft 19, that under the prefeht e^pfting law the l^ind of 
CQ^bination which peiii^ades the province of Munfter b dee* 
med but a tpifilemeanor j; it is a bailable offence, aiid no 
inagiftrate can refufe to take bail for it. 

The fecond iS| the infufi^ien^y and cripiiDal negle£t of 
magiftratea throughout the great county oJE Cork ; there is 
fcarcely a magiftrate that will a£t« In the neighbourhood of 
thecity of Cork indeed one gentleman, Mr. Mannix^ exert* 
ed himfelf, much to his own honour and the public benefit* 
In the weft of the (county, Mr. Cox alfo behaved with great 
propriety; If other magiftrates bad a£led in the faqae man- 
lier thefe two gentlemen did, the cqmmptioxy wottld not 
hs^ye exifted for a month. 

Aright 



A nghi JuMiMrabk {rimd of mine hat declared^ €faat lie 
tbmh& k odd thjlt go/Pttnmtot ihooil Jkaire^ upon a former 
occafioDf profecuted the fteelboys for high ticifaii» .and tbff 
iliottld have indi£ted the rigbtboys for a miidemeanor only. 
— I Aall leH hira nvhy ? It would be srery wkfced and very 
^ffr^iS^t, Indeed, for any lawyer to indift a man for high 
treafim, whose the kw had partk^larly defaribed hU crioae 
nod ^eidled ir a mifiLemeanor only ; beiides, lacnfrcetoown^ 
duifc if by any ingeni;^ theiecoaibiiHttSonscouUlbe tortured 
into Ugh tr^aiba, i woald not be very ready to declare the 
wii^Q proviace of MuaAer in rebeUion. At Qomad, a man 
"WIS iadiAed cafitaUy^'aBd^oagh hi« 4rfEenoe iraa of a veiy 
black dye, and complicated with treachery, fet it w«s a tau- 
ter of great difficulty to prevail on a jury to find him guilty^ 
and when they did| they ft^^ongly recommended hiin to mer^ 



A chaise has been made againft government for (upprefit 
ing informations s^ainft a iherift's baiUfi; and from this it 
jbas ever wifdy been inferred that government abets the 
rightboys. Now as I have the information in my hand, I 
AaU fubmit them to theHonfe, and whether it was poffiWc 
to ftrain an indiilment out of it« 

• 

This i« the information of Danid Duggan, iheriff's baiUfl^ 
who acknowledges, that4>n the evening of Monday the i2th 
of June, returning home to Cloyne, he had occafion to ftop 
He farther confefled, that he was then over-' 
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taken by two men, one of them a flendcr man in black clo* 
thes, who asked his namp and where he dwelt ; which be« 
ing tdd, heodced if he knew Nick Dalton, John Ahern, 
and William Power ? He faid he did 5 on which he defired 
' him to go and tell them. Captain Right would be with them 
on Saturday night. He bid the nan in bhck go himfelf, whd 
faid, if he did not go, he would make an example. Being 
therefore in dread of his life^ he went to the hbufe of Dalton, 

and 



and delivered him the faid mefTage; afterwards meeting ' 
Ahern on the road, Jbt delivered him faid mefiage : And 
further fayeth not— «—• 

The next'is the infoamation of Catherine Ahero, wife of 
John Ahem. She fwears, that Ihe came up to her hufband^^ 
•on the rtoad betweenCloyne and her houfe : that he was con- 
verfing with Daniel Duggan : that, on her coming up» her 
hofband told her Duggan had a fummons for him from the 
whiteboys : that Duggan made no reply : that deponent and 
her hufband returned home } and that the man in company 
with Duggan neverfpbke one word. And further this defq% 
nqn fayeth wU 

The next is the information of John Ahi^rn. He was met 
on the road toCloyne about ten o'clock at nighty on the 1 2tb 
of June, by Daniel Duggan, who afked him to drink a pot 
of porter, w)»ich he refufed, it being late, Duggan then put 
hia hand in his pocket, pulled out fome papers, and faid he 
had a fum of money for deponent. Deponent apprehending 
laid fummons was a notice from the perfons called whiteboys, 
faid he would not take it. Duggan then pulled out a hand- 
ful of papers, which by the little light that then was, depo« 
nent believes were fummonfes; and Duggan faid, he had one 
for him, one for Nick. Dalton, one for James Garvan, and. 
one for WiUiam Power, from thofe gentlemen, meaning, as 
deponent believes, the whiteboys* The man in blagk fppkc 
not one word, and further this deponent (ayeth not. 

Now, I am bold to fay, that upon thefe informations it 
would puzzle all the crown lawyers in the three kingdoms to 
fd^rm. an indiftment, and if I had been in the place of the 
learned and honporable gentlemaa that was font down to 
profeeute^ I (hould not have heiitated a. moment to have 
iiiperfeded the committal, and difcharged the man without 
fcail. — A man pulls out pap&s, which in the nighty another 

man 
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man believes to be fummonfes, and for this he is to be fent to 
gaol, and profecuted for high treaibn. The learned gentle- 
man very jproperly rejected the information as infuffiqient-; ta 
fo doings he did honour to his judgment, and to the difcem- 
nient of thofe who employed him, and who could not pof- 
fible have felefted a man whofe head and whole heart more 
eminently entitle him to truft and to confidence. 

If any gentloman entertains a doubt concerning the h(U I 
have referred to, I am ready to lay the j>roofs upon the table. 
But they are of too great notoriety *, therefore, to detain the 
committee no longer, I move you, 

.-« That it is the opinion of this committee, that fome fur=, 
ther provifions by ftatute are.indifpenfably neceflary to pre- 
yent tumultuous rifmgs and aflemblies, and for the more ade- 
quate and efTential punllhment of perfons guilty of outrage, 
Ifiot and illegal combination, and of adminiftering and tak- 
ing unlawful oatlis." 

A petition was during this feffion prefented to the houfe, 
from the Prefbyterian Clergy conftituting the general fynod 
of Ulftcr ; fetting forth, " that the petitioners have long felt 
^nd lamented the inconveniencies arifing from the want of a 
feminary of learning, fo conftituted as to fuit their circum- 
ftances, for the education of their youth for the facred mini- 
{Sty in this kingdom ; that they have hitherto been obliged 
to fend their fons abroad to be inftru£ted at foreign univerfi- 
ties, at the hazard of their perfonal fafety, at an increafed 
expence, and a confiderable annual lofs to the nation ; that 
tome efforts have been lately made to eftablifh an ioftitution 
of this kind in the north, but that the petitioners find that 
the expenfes of fuch an undertaking muft greatly exceed the 
ability of individuals, and that unlefs a fupport more ample 
and'permanent than that which can arife from private fbb- 
fpriptions be obtained, they muft defpair of carrying their 
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w}flie^ Into cffeft. In «bat Gimtion, to wliom ihould tkfc pc* 
titiclMrs look for affiftaoce but to tbefo irho are fet to wsich 
{or the imUk pro%^t)F» to whom thepur(^ of the aatioQ b 
c^iimiiftedy and who^ in {o maOf ioftancesi have difcotei^ 
a laudable dii^pofitton to appljr it to Imrpofcs both honourable 
and vfefnl ? The petitionert are happj to perceive that the 
prefent jtinifhire aSords encouragemem to apply to the WtT^ 
dom of the Hoiife for their afiiftance with the confidence of 
iiopc. The wiih that his Majefty has gracioujQy expreflfcd^ 
tfait fon)e plan might be adopted for the more general im« 
provement of edacation in this kingdom, and the prompit 
^irefolution of the Houfe to comply with his Majefty's paternal 
inclinationi embolden them to hope for £ivoi;rable attention^ 
for the petitioners cannot fufferthem&lves to think thst hia 
|tf ajefty's proteftant ft^bjeAs, the pre^yterians 6f Ireland^ wilt 
be excluded from the benefits of fd enlarged t policy. Ittkt 
petitioners think k unneceflary to point out particularly to the 
Houfe the advantages which Would arife from eomptyingwith 
their prefent wiflies | they only beg leave to foggeft that it 
wonldmark the liberality and e<}uUy of the Houfcf be an o- 
bilging gratification to a very numerous and refpedbble bo4y 
of hi$ Majefty's loyal fuhje^i prove a connd(^rable ns^tioiuk) 
favingi and add to the credit of this kingdom, by extending. 
jts literature.and civilization : With expeflaitions thus found- 
edji therefore the petitioners apply to the gcnerofity of thci 
^ouie, humbly requeuing fuch aid for inftituting and fup- 
porting an academy or academies for educating their yootI\ 
for the facred funftion, under the fu^rintendence and di* 
ie£Uon of the general fynod of Ulfter as to the Houfe ftiall 
%ttm meet. V ■ . y This petition was^i^ot cojaaplied witlj. 

The Lord Lieutenaat at the epening <af this feflS^c lati-^ 

mated ia his fpeech that his Majefty bad cnncluded a tveaty 

o£ ttftyig$ilk>ii a»d commerce with France ; it Was llierefor^ 

ntfW referr'df to a committee of the whole houfe to take that 

}Af t of his Exedkncies fpeeeh into cOBjBder^ion : and Alt 

«emt«ittce made the following report* 

I. Reiblved^ 



I. ^efolyedy that i% appears to tbis <;aminittee tQ b^ex- 
^pedicnt that all articles of the growth, produce or fnanufac- 
ture of the European dominions of the French King, which 
are nc^t fpecified in the fixth article of the treaty of navigati- 
on and commerce between his Britannip Majeft; and the 
Moft Chri^'an EUtig» iigned at Verfailles the 1 6th of Sqptem- 
\er, ,17869 ihall be imported into this kingdom on paymei)t 
of duties as low as any which ihall be payable qn the impor- 
tation pf the like articles from any other European nation. 

2. Refohred, that it appears to this committee to be expedi- 
ent that the duty to be paid on.wines imported direAIy from 
France into Ireland fliall be no higher ihan thofe duties 
which they how pay, 

3. Refblved, that it appears to this committee that 4he 
duty hereafter to be; paid upon beer^ the produce or manure- 
ture of the European dominions of the Fitnicb B^g» impoxt- 

ed into this kingdom, (hall be at the rate of 30U percentu^ 

id valorem^ 

« 

4. RtfoWed,, that it appear) to this committee to be ex-. 
pcdicnt that the duty hereafter to be paid for alt cabinet 
work and turnery^ and for. all inftruments of mufic, W*»g 
of the manufaftureofthe European dominions of the French 
King, imported into this kingdom^ ihall be at, the rate of lol. 
pei^ centum ad valorem. ' 

5. Refolved^ ths^t it appears to this committee to be exp^ 
dieqt that the duty tierealfter to be paid fojp all articles com^ 
ppfcd of iron or fteel fcparatdy or mixed^ or worked or 
mounted with other fubftapces, fuch articles being of the 
fnannfaaure of the European dommionsof the French Kiogi 
and not exceeding, in their value 50s. Britifh, oc54s. ad. 
Iri(h quri;ency, by the hundrpd weight, imported into this 
Wogdoflf, fi^fali be at therat(^of 5L per ceiitankad valiarem. 

t. Refblved, 
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6. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be fxpe* 

djent that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles com- 

pofed of iron or fteel feparately or mixed, or worked or 

mounted with other fuoftantes, and exceeding in their value 

50s. Britifb) or 54s. 2d. Irifli currency,, by the hundred 

veigbt; and for all buttons, buckle'Si knives or fcidars, and 

• 

for alj other articles of hardware or cutlery, and for all arti- 
cles compofed of copper and brais feparately or mixed, or 
* vorked or mounted witli other fubftances, fuch articles be* 
ing of the manufaAure of the European dominions of the 
French King, imported into this kingdooi, fhall be at the 
Tate of lol. per centum ad valorem. 

7. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe« 
dient that the duty hereafter to.be pa^id upon all forts of cot« 
tons and woollens, whether knit or woven. Including hoiie* 
ry, the produf); or faxanofa£lure of the European dominions 
of the French King^ imported into this kingdom, ihall be 
at the rate: of ill. per centum ad valorem. 

8. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be ex^ 
pedient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all linens 
ii^ade of flax or hemp, of the manufacture of the Europeati 
dominions of theFrencb^Eing, imported into this kingdom, 
fhall be no higher than the duty which linens the maniifaC'' 
t'ure of Holland imported Into this kingdom now pay. 

9. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be expe^* 
dient that the duty hereafter to be paid for cambricks and 
Ta\^ns, being of ttie manufa£hire of the. European dominions 
of the French King, imported into this kingdom, fhall bef 
for every demi piece of cambrick, and for every demi piece 
of lavm, not exceeding feven yards and three quarters of a 
yard Englifh meafure in length,, and not being above the va-^ 
lue'of 50s. Britifh^ 6r 54s. 2d. Irifh currency, refpe&iVel^ 
5s. '5d. and fo in proportion for any greater lengthy and 

^at 
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that the duty for any cambrick importf^d in demi pieces ex- 
ceeding ieven-eighths of a yard EngHfh meafare iii breadth, 
and for any lawn imported in pieces exceeding one yard aitd ' 
a quarter Englifli meafure in breadth, and being above the 
value of 50s. Britifh, or 54s. 2d. Iriih currency, refpec- 
tively, ihall be loL per centum ad valorem. 

to. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be ex*- 
pedient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all faddlery 
of the manufafhire of the European dominions of the French 
King, imported into this kingdom, ihall be at the rate of' 
I5I. per centum ad valorem. 

1 1. Refolved, that it appears td thb edmmittee to be ex« 
pedient that the duty hereafter to he paid iipon. gauzes 6(aU 
forts of the manufa£hire of the European* dominioi]»;ofthe. 
French )Ling, imported* into this kingdom, Ihall beat- the^ 
rate of lol. per centumud Valorem. •/?.. - ; . .j 

; . J ^. >^tAj .»>»'.♦ i» 

i^. Refolved, that it:appears to this committee to bfs exr: 
pedient tbat.the duty Jaareafter;tQ be paid upon the importa- 
tion info this kingdom of. millinery made up of muflin, lawh,. 
cambrick or gauze of any kind, or of any other article fpeci*^ 
fied in the fixth article of the faid treaty of navigation and 
commerce, of the manufaAure of the European dominions 
of the French King* fhalLbe alt the rate of lal. per centum 
ad valorem; and "that if any article not jfo fpecified, aad 
which may be legally imported into this kingdom, 'fhall be 
ufed in fuch millinery» fuch articles fhall pay duties as i§ 
feparately imported into this kiogdomi 

. * 

II. Refolved, that it appears to this committee to be ex- 

"... - # 

pedient that 'the duty hereafter to be paid upon all porce- 
lains, earthen-ware sind pottery of the maoufa£hire of the 
European dominions of the French King, imported into thif 
kingdom, fhall be at tlbie'rate of xal. por ceiptum. ad valo<f 
. rem* 

14. Refolved, 
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14. Refolvedy that it appears to thb committee to' be ex* 

pedient that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all glafs and 

g)af9-ware of the tnanu&^re of the European dominloa of 

the French Ein{> imported into this king^m» fhall be at 

the rate of laL per centum ad valorem. ^ 

I 

15. Refolyed, that it appears to this committee to be ex- 
pedmft tlUMT binv being ol the aoavafiiAttve of th« Eciropdaa 
doniiiitens of the French King^t imponlediiitathiskiDgdoinv 
AaK pay, ovicr and alxnre the dui]^ toi bepaid on tte impoi^' 
tMioft thereof^ at furdxdr datf fbfieicut €0 ^ountervaU the 
internal duty afhially paid on beer brtw^d hi irolaiid. 

Vpbnlbeferafehitioaslklr. Ogil^ie Ijpdke. ii» follows^ ^z. 
<i^r 1 Ma eo^isiMBlf It^fiUe hfm tmkh I ftand^fai oecd of the 
Mttd indw)geG«« of thv Hotrf*^ ib^atMopritaig tei MCtef upon: 
tile tfinifidQiatioo ol % ioijeft of fo exMli6«» a BSHwr^ act the 
prefent treaty; andean afiore f bem^ liiafe the diJ^Aiky a^ 
tending fo arduous an undertaking would have been more 
thnu fiifRttetft i& ddt^ me* (hotH' ^ attempt, if the great 
importance of t&e'qntfKoii did net diettoandht&e nroit (Mou^ 
otamioaHiotr, aitdfte»rt6cudlfoireveii^mtafttriioha5^turW<f 
h1a thoiighf»to^^dttimercJ^I rti6jfe£is;.t^ foy his-fentiments oA: 
i/t6 ptekttn oe^floU befere «he Houfew 

• 

At the &QiictI«ie» that I fed tiluU> naefflty, I miift be§ 
hme ifr prtsnHk thatiit W not my intientioii to entor at htgf 
hBA<i the ftibjcl^ a^ <l poHf icsri: arrangtineM bttufeeni tm^ 
mi^ty empire^ ilor lO'atamMi& what may be its^ probabk* 
operation on either ibiteiitlhflgrcatfcaie of Eiir ope: wHthfat 
1^ it my obje£): to enquire into the effe£ts it may produce on 
jh^ ti^de aifd miinofaAures, t&e revenues and finances of 
OreatiBrttahi r f fettttffdt very uirequal fo the former in^ 
trcrtigat?Ott r atirf 2« to th|i latt'cr, fincc thcprclcnt treaty has 
hitn'fii a rtt^ h f th t Jirix^ cabinet, and cannot be carried in^ 
lb e^etiuioil but by ttre appVobalion of the Britiih patlia^ 

ment 
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mcnt, if in the event the tf cafy (hall be carried into cffe^ 
by that approbation, I conceive that we are bound to con-* 
elude, that it will upon the whole fecure confidcrable ad- 
vantages to all thofe great iiitercfts, however it may appear 
to us to entail confiderable difadvantages on fomc of them 
in certain particulars — and that thebalance of benefit is effec* 
tually fecured to that kingdom. 

Uijder that conviftion, I fliall proceed to take a view of the 
treaty as it may affeft the interefts of Ireland, cdnfidered et- 
clufively and without any reference to thofe of Great Britaini 
And am free to declare on this ground, and under the above 
qualification^ that on the moft fair and Impartial examinatioxl. 
I have been able to give it, the prefent treaty with France, as 
fimply ^e£ting the trade and commerce of Ireland, meets 
with my approbation. Nay^ t will even go further and de« 
clare, that abftrafted from the Idea of a eoilimori intcreft be- 
tween Great Britaiil and Ireland, the prefent treaty may be 
highly dangerous, and evett injurious to Great Britain, and 
yet highly advantageous to Ireland. Whoever for a moment 
adverts to the great difference in the fituation of the two 
kingdoms, will readily fee the juftice of this obfcrvation : 
Great Britain, at the zenith of hergreatnefs, and ibmmit of 
naanufaAuring excellence, had every thing to apprehend from 
overturning the whole fyftem that has raifed her to her pr^ 
fent envied fituation. If the experiment &ils, ihe is ruined^ 
Nay, if it fucceeds to her utmoft wifhes, (he will ftill run a 
greater riik than prudence would poflibly juftify, where fb 
much depended on the uncertainty of the event. This may 
at firft appear a paradox, but a flight degree of confideration 
will explain my meaning. If the French trade proves advan* 
tageous^ it will divert the Britifh manufadures from the other^ 
markets of Europe, which they now enjoy, to this new chan* 
neL And the more advantageous the French trade proves^ 
the mor« will the Ruffian, the German, theSpanifh, and the 
Foxtttguefe marketa be neglefted. If, when the Britifh ma« 

yoii. II« I nufa£hirc$ 
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nufa^lixres and capital have got confidorably engaged in the 
French trade, war (hould break out between the two king- 
doms, and fiich a cir^ymftance is by no means improbable^ 
what fhort of ruin to the Britifh manufa£lui:es and to tbe 
ilate would be the confequence? And if the balance of trade 
fhould be greatly againft France, as foon as (he has got pof- 
ieffion of the machinery ufed in the BritiO^manufaAures^ a 
war would be the cheapeft way for her to extricate herfelf 
from fuch a finiation. But Ifelaftd, in the infancy of her 
progrefs^ has little to lofe and a great deal to gain ; -any 
change almoft from the prefeht ftate would be an advantage; 
and fhe may fafely venture ah experiment where the risk is 
trifling, and the profpeA of advantage confiderable^ Great 
Britain cannot forget that the American war gave indepen- 
dence to the Irilh legiilature ; I fincerely hope that no future 
calamity to the ftate may give an extendon to her trade and 
her manufactures. 

I Ihall now proceed, to give fome reafons for the opinioA 
I have advanced, that the prefent treaty will be advantageous 
to the trade of Ireland ; and fhall coniider its effects firft on 
the imports, atid then on the exports. As I mean hereafter 
to. take a particular view of the tariff, I fhall at prefent ob^. 
ferve that befides the four great articles of wine, brandy, 
vinegar and oil, every man who is acquainted with the ftate 
of the French roanufaAures muft know, that a grtat T^uriety 
of articles will be imported from that kingdom into Ireland. 
But as thofe will almbft enth'ely confift of the finer manu- 
factures and luxuries, wnich are at prefent fupplied from 
Great Britain, the difadvantage reftiltiog from this impprta* 
tion will affefl the Brit!fh manufaAurer much more than the 
Irifh ; and as far as it {hall go, will be a.lofs to that kingdoms 
for in thefpecies of manufactures in which Ireland has hither* 
to refifted the competition with Great Britain, (he will have 
little to apprehend from France, except in one inftance that 
I iliall mention hereafter; and in' the iineft branches France 
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llQuft underfell Great Britain before fhe can («Q(1 hers into 
this kingdom ; which competition will be a partial advantage 
to Ireland, by lowering the price to the confumer. For as 
to its increaiing fhe quantity of imports, I ihould think there 
IS not much to be apprehended, as the imports mud ever be . 
bound and regulated by the ability of the confumers, and if 
that increafes, the increafed import will not be an additional 
inj ury. The lofs in this branch will be entirely^ I apprehend^ 
to Britain) and is one part of the purchafe fhe pays for her 
treaty. And I fhall beg leave to congratulate the Houfe on 
the firft inftance of her giving up a monopoly. I wi(h for 
her fake that the facrifice had been made to an old and faith^ 
ful relation, rather than to a new and untried friend* 

tn turning to the exports, the firft 6h]tSi that naturatlj^ 
{^refents itfelf is the linen manufaAure. — And here 1 am hap^ 
py to declare, from the authority of fome of the moft intelli- 
gent inen in the trade, that they ^oiifider the duty, as the 
fight honourable gentleman has ailured us it is now fettled, 
iufficient to protect the liome market agamft all cdmpetition . 
from the Flenfifh and Frehch low priced goods, while the 
fine linens of this kingdom will find their \Vay into Francd 
under that duty. — And though fine linens are not at this 
day in general ufe in France, it is imppfiible, from the friend- 
ly intercourse and clofe connexion that is likely to follow 
from this treaty, but that the fine linens of Ireland muft 
grow into fafhion with the refined nation of France ; and ' 
whenever it does, fuch is the fuperior excellence and intrin- 
fic merit of this manufa&ure, that it wilt undoubtedly ftandl , 
its ground againft all competition. Diapers and damalks are . 
in the fame fituation ; they have been but lately introduced, 
but are in great requefl: among the moft faihionable ranks, 
and as'f^^-as they are more generally known they cannot 
fiail of finding a certain and advantageous market in France: 
— And though cambricks will certainly fufier, I confider this 
partial inconvenience more than compenfated by the benefit 
that will arife to the other branches of the trade • There 
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There is another extenCve branch of exportSi that I am zU 
moft aihanied to mention within thefe walls, that will derive 
no inconfiderable advantage from the intercourfe v^ith 
France; and though wretched indeed muft the policy of that< 
nation be, that confiders the export of raw materials as an 
advantage, yet, as it has been io ftated from the other fide 
of the Houle in the late commercial negociations with Bri- 
tain, when it was ferioufly propofed to fecure and continue 
this advantage to Ireland for ever, I am founded in faying 
that as far as it is an advantage, that advantage will be in* 
creafed by the facility we fliall derive from the treaty in 
fending our wool, worfted, yarn, and linen- yarn, our raw 
hides and tallow, to our new French friends. But, if this 
treaty takes place, I hope we (hall fee a more enlightened 
fyfteni brought forward, and that Ireland fhall not continue 
to be the only manufa£luring date in Europe^ that does not 
guard fo valuable materials of manufaAure by a duty on the 
export ; and in recommending a duty, I do not mean a 
prohibiting duty, but fuch a regulated duty as ihould give a 
declfive preference to the Irifh manufaAures in the articles 
of IrjQi produce. 

Having thus, made fome general obfervations as they oc- 
cur on the firft view, I (hall proceed to ftate the further ad- 
vantage that the prcfent treaty offers to Ireland, by flightly 
touching on the leparate articles of the tariff^ and briefly 
Aating the advantages and Itkewife the difadvantages, likely 
to arife from each article, as they appear to me. 

The firft thing that naturally ftrikes the flightcft obferver 
on this part of the treaty, is, that the firft four articles con- 
tain exclufive benefits to the four great ftaple commodities of 
France, wine, brandy, vinegar and oil, without ahy adequate 
compenfation on the part of Great Britain, for except thefe 
four, every other article of the treaty reciprocates, and I' am 
utterly at a lofs to account for the conduft of the able nego- 
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ciator who traufaftcd the trcatf> in making {o great and im- 
portant conceflions to France, without any valuable confidera* 
lion fecured to Great Britain in return. 

As to the next article, beer, confidering the increafing 
taftc for porter in France. I fliould not defpair of Ireland's 
receiving fome advantage from it ; for if fhe can afford to 
fell her porter at the French marlcet in any degree cheaper 
than the Britifh, I am perfoaded that the French would pre* 
fcr the light porter of Ireland to the heavy liquor of Great 
Britain. 

As to the obje£l of the iixth article, if I were to follow the 
reasoning of a great authority. Lord Sheffield, and Mr. Gib? 
bon, I might ^rgue that Ireland would be able to meet Great 
Britain at the French market, in feveral articles of iron ware; 
but I am much more incline^ on this occafion, to agree 
with an honourable baronet oppo&te to me, in declaring my 
opinion that Ireland cannot pof&bly derive any advantage iq 
Ihis branch of trade. 

As to furniture and tutnery wares, I am forty to differ fo 
widely from the right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, as to declare my firm belief that Franca will fend 
confiderable quantities of both articles, not only to Ireland 
but alfo to Great Britain ;. the fuperior tafte of French furl 
niture add toys being generally known, and univerfally ad- 
mitted* 
' ' . ' . .. . 

I am foity to fay that the firft part of t^e next article is 
likel^Tt in my opinion, to prove ftill more adverfe to Ireland, 
by ffa-iking almoft at the root of her infant cotton manu- 
faAures, for as (he is already underfold by Britain in the fin- 
er fpectes of this mat^ufitOure, fd I think it may jufUy b^ ap- 
prehended that l^irance will be able to underfel not only the 
Infii, but even the Britilh manufadhirer in the coarfer 
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branches ; for France poflefics almoft a monopoly of the ravy 
materials, and has, I underftand, ever fince the conclufion 
of the prefcnt treaty, impofed anew duty of thirty per cent, 
on the export of raw cotton ^ which dearly proves the dcr 
termination of purfulng this objeft with vigour} and there 15 

no inftance where Ihe has done fo, even under much more 

... ..." . ' • . / ,^ 

unfavourable circumftaaces, that her exertions have pot 
been crowned with fuccefs. ' • 

r , 

As to the fecond part, wooHcns, &c. I think Ireland ftands 
a better chance. For though Frapcc, as I conceive, will be 
able to iipport old drapery into this kingdom, the French 
fcarlets, blacks, blues, and fancy goods, being to my know- 
ledge infinitely fuperior to the Englift, the loiTop this im- 
portation will bp to the Bri^ifh rather than the Iri{h manufacr 
turer ; wherj^as the }atter y/\\\ derive great an(f certain benefit 
from the exportation of ne^v drapery, a^ I have the i^uthoj-ity 
of the firll manufacturers in that line, examined at your b^f 
in the year 1782, to declare that Ireland could even then 
underfel Britain in fingle ftufi^ and ferges: if to thefe fhe can 
add camblets, as I believe fhe can, (he will find a certain and 

i, • • p € * t Vv*' ■••fill _. ^4 1 

ready market in France, where that fpecies of goods is in 
general ufe j befides the apantities flje ppw export^ to the 
Levant ;- and a}th.o)^gh ipme men, whofe afifertions have great 
weight with ijie^ ailert that Irelan4 i5 nojt fufficiently poiJcfP- 
cd of the raw materials to rivj^l in thi? manufafture, yet the 
fingle circumftance of her having exported laft year 75>Ooq 
ft^ne of woriled yarn, is an unanfwerable proof that (he may 
^xtei^d it confiderably beyond what It is at prelent, 

I have all'eady faid fo much a|t>ou^ linpnis, that I ihall but 
add,, that Ireland is fp well ijtuated in every refpef):, t^at (he 
mufl ip a little time, ip cgnfequence of the great market 
opened to her by this treaty, epgrofs the whole trade in 
printed linens ^ as it is impofiible that Britifh capital IhoukI 
ipot be employed inabufinefs that promifesfuch certamty of 
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fiicccfs. There is alfo another branch of this bufincfsj known 
by the name of the Tm all ^♦are* trade, conflfting of tapes, 
garters, &c. &c. which, iTI can credit the authority of 
Mr. Thomas Smith of Manchefter, as ftatcd in his letter to 
Mr. Walfoer, read in evidence at the bar of the Britifh houfe 
of Commtjns, while the Irffh propofitions were before that 
Hotife, cannot fell of proving highly advantageous to Ireland. 
Ifbr, Inf^nificant as that branch may appear, that gentleman' 
ft^tcs that 3000 people are employed in it at Manchefter ; 
an^l fo decided is thet fupeKionty that Ireland enjoys in ttifs- 
br^^ch, that Mr. Smith declared his rcfolutionof emigratSng 
with his property, t^ eftabliih thiat mairafafture here if the 
propofitfons paffed. Asa proof of' the fuperior advantage 
to be derfvefd from eft^fhing this trade rn Ireland, I ihould 
4>nly mention thaHKe exported laft y^ar no kls than 3 \^o6\ 
^wt. of linen yarn, * 

.Bat the great and/moft ei&ntial advantage, after liftetij, ta^ 
be derivtdfrom thistKeaty, :I conceive to arife firom the next, 
actfcle, <>f ^at^dlery,' particularlyMf the explanation given of: 
tfai& general term beJ4i&^ as comprehending^ixirt'onjy artkte< 
that 'can ' barely pafs under that name, but every fpeci^s, of ^ 
leather manufacture, as boots, flioes, and gloves. The boiife- 
wijl perhaps be furprized to hear that frclao^ exported laft 
ycaj».iio icfs than 79,581 raijr hides, 1^,756 dojsen of calves 
ikins, and'i444 cwt. ofkid andlancib&ins:— afadandcon. 
^incingproofof ^he'Wtetchedne& and poverty of tbis coun- 
try! On tlic fubj^6lof th^ difturbances ofthefouth, that 
have'faktdy engaged the attention 0/ this Houfe, we alL 
feexned to adiiit that.poyerty ahddiftrefshad.been one very^ 
ixmterialcaufe oCrthe diibrders la that part of the kingdom, • 
in whatever manner that povei'ty had been occaiioned. With 
iiich valuable fovrCjSsr of wealth andiod^ftry within the king- 
dom, (hould It not be well, wotth the confideration of an in- 
telligent adminiftratipn to. attempt to carry them into opera- 
tion ? I could venture to aSiure them that finding employment 
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for the people would do moreto fccure the peace i$f fociety, 
than all the penal lawj ever ena^d. It was (lated, on the 
pccafion I have already m^tiooid, at t)ie bar of the BrltUh 
Hojufe of Co]7>cQons, that from twenty to thirty tbonfan^ 
men ^ere employed in Scotland in working for the export 
trade of bQQt$.and ihoes ; and it is equally certain^ to the 
(convi^ioQ pf ^yery man who hears me, that Iceland can 
underfel Great Britain in this trade by at leaft 20 per cent. 
So thatip the article of boQt^ alone, wbich^ar^ lately become 
fal^onabl^ in Francis, (he c;^n expeA great apd certain a.dU 
yam^ages- This jby(inefs indeed roquiri^^ a capital, *wUch U 
not readily tp be found as yet m Ireland i but I (hou^d think 
that tb^ certamty of a great profit itrould infallibly draw 
Britifh fapital into this kingdom, if the peace t>f the country 
were properly fecMred., , Irllh gloyes ^r^ fqiight after ii^ Ff ance^ 
and 1 fhould think may enter into the trade. 

. C^pf es, luianceivGi i:annbt be much injured, Millinery 

appears of too. delicate a 'Conftrudlipn to be brought from fa 

great a diftance in any great quantity,, as a pattern wlU anfwer 

th^ fame purpftfe J: ianji porcelain we ieopcrted under lower 

duties before the treaty. Plate glafs we fhall receive from 

Franci?, and fend her Irifli cut glafs in return : and fo decided 

are the advantages of Irelan4 in i;his latter branch, tbikt i^e 

certaiply x>t}ght very confiderab}y to upderfel Great Britain 

at the French mar^&t; for the Britifh manufadurers proved 

that, aftet receiving the draiv back, the excife duty left a 

pharge of 20 per cent, on the exports^tion, ,exclufiye df th« 

local advantagicsarifiiig tp the Irifh matiqfa^^Qrer froA^ !^beap 

provifipn, cheap labour, and lower taqf:e8. Aiid I am happy to 

add, that Lhave feen^ as I believe evdry man in this Honk 

has,' a girandole exhibited as a fpecimen from the glafs mtou* 

£a£hire at Waterford, which in tafte, beanty and execurion 

IS not inferior to. any. ever made in England $ and as Water^^ 

ford is vpry happily fituated for t^at bufinefs, I hope there 

can be no doubt of its fucceis. 

Having 
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Htving thus given a fair and impartial view of the operas 
tion of the treaty, as it appears to.mci on the trade of France 
Md Ireland, lihaU briefly ftate the exports of each at a 
general view of the whole. On the fide of France I fhould 
place wine, brandy, vinegar, oil, furniture, turnery, toys, 
eambricks, fine cloth, courfe cottons, millinery, porcelain, 
and plate glaff . On the fide of Ireland, the provifion trada 
asbrfore, in beef,. butter, pork, &c. &c. candles, a ihar^ in 
the com trade# and of the beer -, new drapery in its various 
bn^nches, fine Imen, diaper, damaik, tapes, faddlery, boots, 
iboes, glovesj and cut glafs. In all which, without fbmc 
uQjiiccDuntable mifmanagcment, Iceland ought to be able to 
fupport a competition witK£milar articles CromSriCam^ atthie 
JPrench marfect. :. ..... 



On conCdering. the above flatementi the jui^ice of thepbf 
fervation I haye already made will appear in4ifyutable, that 
thejncreafe of French Imports wiUaffeA the Britiih mdQti* 
fa£hirer,much more than the Iriib, whereas Ihe e&cretfe df 
the Iri(h exports will be entirely to the advantage of Ir^e^t 
land* 

Let me beg le^ve now to call the attention of the houfe to 
the advantages that Iceland will enjoy in the trade to France 
over and above whai fhe would have had in a trade to Britain, 
as offered in a bill propofed for. that pi^rpofe by the right 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Orde]. In the French market 
Ireland can meet Britain with all the advantages of her fitua* 
tion, and at the fame import 4utief • In the Britifii market, 
hec manufa£hire$ were fi|*ft to l^aV(s been fubjed to an import 
duty of . I of per cent, and then tp countervailing duties, which 
in.mofi: inflances coujd npt be lefs than from 20 to 30 pet 
cent Now, if even under this immenfe duty the Britifli 
mamifa£kure£s declared, that they fbouldnot befafeagainft 
faifiL competition, but would emigrate to Ireland and eflabliflt 
their mani^£hires herci I hope the gentlemen will not a£t 

up 
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up to their declarations^ as io the pvefent inftance the tiempta* 
tion to emigrate is much ftronger than it was. on a former 
occafido.s And hidccd, as a mantfa£turer feems to me, from 
his aflertionsy" to bcTery much a man of the world,' without 
any other attachment to country than as it promotes hi^ 
private intereft, I ihould not be furprized if, in conf^equenc^ 
of this treaty, nnmbers fhoiild emigrate to France, as well as 
Irehind. One important advantage therefore^ that Ireltod 
derived from the prefent treaty with France was, thbt it foe 
ever precluded a poiDbility of the right honoupabk g^tle- 
man's bill being oSered to them again, and fet them odl 
higher ground in any iuture arrangem€nt with Great Britain 
tktn they ha4 ftood on before ; fbrinaddition to what I have 
Dated above. Great Britain has in the prefent Inftance ftipa« 
lated for countervailing duties, on only certain articles of 
French import^, whereas fhe infifted on every article of Irifh 
IftRufa^hire being fubjefl: to them, which would have very 
generally ope^afted as prohibitions^ Another, atid no incon- 
^erable advantage to Ireland, is' the advantage of precedetrtv 
for here is on your taWe a comtnercial treaty without any 
reftri£lions on the legiflative authority of cither of the con- 
tracting parties ; for the parliament of Paris had neither en- 
gaged to rcgifter the afts of the Britilh parliament, npr the 
Briflfh parliament to'ena€t the edifts of the French king* 
Every pretence, therefbre, drawn from the neceflity of^ 
commercial arratigement, to juftify anj^ tcftriftibn of the iegi-/ 
>nativc and deliberative powers of thr? Houfe, is done away foij 
ever;' " ' ' ^ 



•» * 



But, as it Is evident that every obligation made by tbci 
IkritiOi manufailurers) to an arrangement with Ireland twa 
years ago^ applied^ with infinitely greater force under this 
treaty, not only to Ireland, but to France alfo, to what mdn» 
tWe cah we afcrihe. their vociferous oppofition on thconeoc-^ 
cafion, and their illent acqaiefcenoe on the other? Is it not 
to concbide from fo contradictory a condudt, that being* 

already 
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idready in poilcffion of every advantage that Ireland could be« 
fioWj they were deaf to t^e fuggeflions of juftice and grati- 
tude, and obftinately perfifted in refaiiog to extend tb0 
flighteft poffibility of a reciprocal benefit to their fitter king- 
dom : but that in order to acquire a new market in France, 
they were ready, ndt only to incur a certain lofs as the pur- 
chafers, but likewife to riik the very exiftence of their 
country to gratify their avarice ? After fuch a conduct, it 
will be impofiible for theni to find an boneft man in either 
Houfc of Parliament to fupport their intereffed pretentions 
and unfair claims, an cafe of any future commercial adjuft- 
ment between the two kingdoms. " Nor has the conduft of 
the right honourable gentleman on the floor [Mr. Orde] been 
lefs remarkable. -r-On a former occafion he dealt out lbng« 
winded orations^ graced and fet off with the high founding 
terms of msirt, monopoly and emporium. On the prefent oc- 
cafion, his pompous afiuiQption had dwindled into a modeft 
diffidence ; he hefitatcd — he faultered — and the words ex- 
pircd feebly in his trembling lips. How fliall we account 
forTuch difference of conduft ? Shall we believe, ayl fincerc- 
ly hope, that tlie right honourable gentleman's was a politic 
cal fickne&? Did he imagine that any arguments coming fromi 
him in fupport of z, commercial arrangement would Jiavc no 
wdght with this Houfc > and that his appearing indifferent 
to the fate of the treaty, was the fureft way to recommenj 
If, to the proteftion of the friends of the people? Or did he 
aftually believe that the treaty would be produdlivc of great 
and important advantages to th^ trade and manufaAt^'es of 
this kingdom, and really ficken at the profpeA ? 

Having thus, trefpaffed ; (b long on the patience of the 
Houfe, in confidering the commercial' part of the trpty, may 
I beg leave to requeft their farther indu^ence, to add only 
z few words on the confequences likely to arife from h to the 
political ftate of Ireland, as ultimately connefted with Great 
Britain in one common int^eftj and a member of the lame 
pmpire. , . It 
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. It has ever been ray decided opioion, that the mercantile 
intcrcfls.of a ftate defer ve every poflible degree of encourage- 
ment and proteflion ; but that they ftill ought to be co>n« 
fidered only in a ff^ondary light, as fubfervient to the landed 
intered. As I defy any man to point out an inftance ol any 
ilate» in which the mercantile intereft has acquired the afcen?- 
dancy in the direflion, of foreign affairs^ and the formation of 
treaties^ where the ruin of that ftate has been the certain and 
immediate confequence } to illuftrate this aifertion, I fhaU 
give but two examples ; the one drawn from the hiftory of 
t|ie great commercia^^ ftate <>f Cartjhage.; while her HamiU 
€ar» and Uannibals at the head of her nobility and landed 
^tcreft, directed her government^ fhe was able not only t9 
reiift the power of the Roman empire^ but to carry her 
v7(Slori6us arms to the very gates of the enepy's capital^ and 
to threaten Rome with deftru^on : But no fooner bad. the 
government got into the hands of Haano, and the mercan- 
tile int^reft» than a fadreverfe took place, their armies were 
vecalled> their fuccefsful leaders^ifgraced — ^a league of feign- 
ed friendlhip fucceededta natural hoftility— the market of 
the Roman empire was- too great a temptation to be refifted 
by the merchants and .manufa£hirers of Can^age ^ a treaty of 
corpmerce was entered into^ and in lefs than fifty years, tbo 
total ruin of their ftate was the confequenp^ of their c^eduU^ 
ty and .jivaric,?, 

Nor is the prefent situation olHoUand a leii ftriktngexam*'> 
pie of the truth of the above obfervation. While the princes 
of the Houfe of Orange, at the head of the nobility and 
Janded inter6ft, direfted the government of the ftates, they 
were able, eyen in the iufs^ey of their cxiftencc, not only to 
ftem. the pncroacbing vjolcnqe of the French arms, but to 
tes^thp triumpbanl: laurds from the brow of their haughty 
mona,rch, Louis XIV. But how dreadful has been the re- 
yerff; jince theur governmefit has fallen into the hands of the 
dfm^acy ai^d the n^ercantile intereft! They have formect 

leagues 
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leagues of friend(hip, and treaties of commerce with their 
former enemy; their fleets and armies have been negleAed-— 
their honour and dignity facrificed to tHeir, avarice. And 
from the dignified (ituation they once held in the fcalc of 
Europe) they have dwindled into an infignificant province 
under the proteftioh of that very kingdom whofe arms they 
formerly refifted with fuccefs. The firft part of the parallel, 
in both inftances, applies ftriftly to the hiftory of Great liri» 
tain, with refpeft to France ; and while fimilar caufes con- 
tinue to produce fimilar effefts, I can fee no reafon to expeft 
an extraordinary interpofition in our favour. 

In fuch a profpeA there is certainly much ferious matter ot 
apprehenfion ; for though every man in this Houfe is con- 
vinced, that whatever enmity France may Aill harbour to- 
wards Britain, fhe bears no enmity to Ireland ; yet this king- 
dom will ever, I hope, have the good fenfe to adopt the fen- 
timents of this Houfe, in reje6ltng the dangerous and fatal 
dodrines of feparate interefts; and that the depreiCon of the 
one is the elevation of the other. If the conduct of Britain 
towards Ireland has hitherto been chargeable with proceed- 
ing on fuch narrow views, I hope a more enlightened policy 
towards this kingdom wiH be one immediate conlequence of 
the prefent treaty. Britain muft now recede and do jufticc 
to Ireland. 

The minifter who framed the treaty could not poifibjy be , 
aware of the fituation in which it puts the connexion between 
the two kingdoms ; for I cannot believe that it could be his 
intention to grant to the fubjedts of France indulgences that 
have been hitherty refufed to the fellow fubjedls in Ireland ; 
nor to fend the fhips and manufactures, of Ireland to the ports 
of France to receive the benefits and advantages that have 
been denied them in thofe of Britain. Such a fyftem would 
be little ihort of infanity — juftice therefore mufl be done to 
Ireland^— every thing on her part has already been done for 

Great 
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Great Britain 5 — her ports have not only been opcn^ to tB rf 
importation of every fpecies of Britilh manufacture,- but alfcr 
t© the export of every fort of ravif materials, to the great and 
manifeft injury of her own manufa^ures. Her conduct hav 
been not only friendly but liberal in the extreme. I hopcf 
Ihe will never again have the weaknefs to make prc^ofitions , 
ta Britain. If Britain (liall not be induced to follow her 
generous example, a judicious imitation of Britifh reftriAions 
and [H-ohibitions vsrill foon convince her of the danger of 
driving this kingdom to the neceflity of taking the redrefs of 
her grievances into her own hands. She will then repent of 
her injudice when it is too late, and in grafping at too much 
mzy lofc all 

"We have lately, had the internal ftate ot the countrj^^ 
and particularly the province of Munfter, under our coniide- 
ratioo ; and if the hints that were thrown out on that oc- 
cafion from the oppoiite fide of the Houf^, of concerted tu- . 
piult and fyfiematical infurreflion be at all founded, I leave 
every man to decide what may be the probable operation of 
a clofer connexion with France, every circumflance confider- 
ed, on the interior peace and government of that province. 
As I really have never been able to form any decided opinion 
on the caufe of thofe diforders, I fliall leave the further con*« 
iideration of what I have fimply adverted tb, to the gentle- 
men beft acquainted with that province, as I feel myfelf re- 
trained by motives of prudence from entering into a minute 
inveftigation of fo delicate a fubjcft. 

After returning thanks to the Houfe for their kind indul* 
gence, I (hall conclude with repeating that the prefent treaty^ 
as far as it afifedts the trade and manufactures of Ireland, ab- 
ftraifled from every other confideration, meets with my ap- 
probaiion. 

The report was agreed to without any divlfion, and the 
CBspcellor of the Exchequer moved *^ That an humble ad* 

drels 
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^efs be prefented to his Majedy, exprefling our unfeigned 
thanks to his Majeftf for his Majefty's gracious communicar 
tion of the treaty of navigation and cooimerce concluded be* 
tween his Majefty and the moft Cliriftian King ; that, ever 
felicitous to encreafe the fources of mutual profperity in 
Great Britain and Irdand, we humbly entreat his Majefty to 
acciept our grateful acknowledgments for the prefent fignal 
inftance of royal attention to our common intereft? in trea« 
ties with foreign ftates; and vfc retain the firmcft confi- 
dence of an equal care in his royal brcafton all fimilar occa- 
fions. That we humbly thank Jiis Majefty for the provifi- 
ans made by thrs treaty to fecure and extend our manufac* 
tures upon fuch a liberal foundation of reciprocity as gives 
aflurance that the treaty will be permanent ; and that we truft 
that an habitual intercourfe of commercial interefts and good 
offices with the kingdom of France will excke in u^ a friend- 
ly emulation in the induftrious arts of peace ; that we ftiall 
immediately enter upon the confideration of the proper 
means to give effect to the conditions of the treaty, and to 
enable his Majefty fully to carry into execution engagements 
which appear to us to be founded in wifdom and equity, and 
to afford a beneficial encouragement to the encreafing efforts 
of the nation in manufafture and commerce/* 

The motion for the addrefs paffed without a divifion. 

The hoofe having met on the 13th March, the Speaker 
reported that the houfe had attended his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant with the addrefs of both hpufes of parliament to 
his Majefty, and^that thereupon his Grace was pleafed to re- 
turn the anfwer following. '^ 

<* "My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
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I will immediately tranfmit this dutiful and loyal addrefs 
to be laid before his Majefty.'^ 

Oft 
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On the fame day, the Chancellor of the Exchequer pre- 
fentcd to the houfe, according to order, a bill for continu- 
ing "an aft for facilitating the trade and intercourfe between 
this kingdom and the united flates of America." 

Mr. Grattan alfo moved the houfe to come to tbefoUow* 
ing refolution, viz.- ' ' . ** that if it fliall appear at the 
commencement of the next feffiop of Parliament, that public 
tranquility has been reftored m thofe parts of the kingdom 
that have been lately difturbed, and due obedience paid to 
the lawsy this houfe will take into con&deration the fubjeft of 
Tythesy and endeavour to form fome plan for the honorable 
fupport of tfxe clergy, and the eafc of the people." 

After much debate, the queftion was put for going into 
the order of the day (for the purpofe of fuperceding Mr. 
Grattan's motion) and it was carried without a divlfion. 
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Si/t ifitreduced to Hmit the amoiint ofpenfiims'^fptich 4f Mt: 
Forbes-^ate of national education-^fpeich and motion ofSiere^ 
tary Orde thereupon — refolutions — -Principal Klh pajfed thii 
ftffion — ehfe of the feffjon 1787 — Lord Lieutenants fpeech^^ 
prarogat'ion — death of the Duke of Rutland — lord JufHces ap^ 
fnntei-^Marqms of Buckingham appointed Lord laeutenanti 



jTTi^ ^iil was intro^acedi for limiting tlie amount 0^ I'eii''' 
fions which had now fb confiderably increafed that the 
pehfion lift amounted to the fum of ^^164,133 : 17 : i i| 

ib^ Forbes having moted that this bill fhootd be read t 
fttoad tiiiie» the Chancellor of the Exchequer obI^rv6d that 
the fiujtie bill was introdticed before and rejeAed and as no<^ 
thing had occurred to make the biH4nore profifer now^ than 
heretofore, he wottld move that it ifaonld have its feeond 
reading on the iftj of Auguft. 

Mr. Forbes iii rep^ly faid that he felt himfelf encouraged 
to perfevere in urging the prelbnt nieafure refpefking penfi- 
ons^ from the mode of refiftan^e offered by the enemies td 
that meafurik, both this feffioa and the laft ; inftead of dofv- 
ing to adjolirn the confideration of hb tfill to ^ diftant dzj^ 
they would have met it ¥^th a dire£l negative, were they not 
6dnfci«u8 that the principle of the bill could nol be tontro^ 
Vicrtedi thereforci from the cbndtf^l of the Houfi^, he wa« 
yaujh 'S waftrantci 
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warranted in affirming that the principle of the bill was adl* 
mitted ; he derived confidence alfo from the reflection » that 
us great a neceffity exified for the meafure in this feffion as 
the laft, coniidering the bill eiiher as a meafure of conftitu** 
tion or (Economy ) of conftitution^ as adminiftration granted 
fince lad feiSon a ptofiod diiriilg pleafure to a member of 
the Houfe ; of oecdnomy, as the expedience of this feffion 
bfid pfoved t&al- unleis fbmie fyftom of i'etrenchment was «-« 
dtt|rt^> no incre»fe of rev^iHies hoover coiifideraUe ^ooid 
eq^aUs^jb the exp^ntcs of the ooautry to its incoiMy anplpre-* 
t«nl the ftirrthei' accumulation of debt. He ftated the excels 
of the pitxMic' expense i^rer Its incbme for the four laft years, 
and that frcun' the ftatemmt^f the ChanceHor of the E^Ube- 
quer, the like cxcefs was t6 be apprehended next yctf. He 
obferVed, that in the prefent fituation of the finances, parlia* 
ment were reduced to the alternative of either impofing new 
taxesy or adopting a fyftem of retrenchment. That from the 
prefent circumftances of the country, it was impoffible aay 
additional taxes could be p^oduflive ; additional taxes mu(t 
annihilate oufmanufaftures by encreafing the price of the ne*. 

e, and of courfe that of labour; themafspfthe 

people could not bear any greater burthens^ It had: been Aat- 
€d in the Houfe this fefflon,^ that a confidersUe portt^OLof 
theinhalnlatttd of thb country^ the Peafantry of the SMtii^ 
were in a eaoft wretched and ^(Ite^ied comiitieii ; ^' aftsd 
if any. additional texof could be paid by them^ if there wos 
any attempt made to tax them, could aoy thing be e9|tFiJ)> 
ed from their poverty and mifery, but teai-s and execratioi^? 
If an addition of tax was imgofed on the land, the landed 
intereft^ already deprcffed, muft bt ibfohitely impoveriited. 

Uader tbefe circmhflanoesk was a dnty:iii6im^tit an tlMfc- 
Hottfetoado{it ia dS^SMGtlfyfkemfol oeconomy, md^aHkep^ ttf^ 
it with Brtm^ a»A pjocfeveratKC^ iaflutiMed by i;liMfe<it>«A 
£derationfi». Ike fsUd tbathe ami fbmeofrliiff felsmb hadr «ppiS^ 
ed ^enfelm t^ ibt lovtfiigsiioif of the puWc aceotntt^ tbk^ 
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iattafs) aria hiA pthpoTti rainf ^tiXixrit ft tlie cotSnfittee' 
of ietdiTtits fdr the purpofi df lfficeEiri| retrchctltocfit id 
diffa-ent ittitm cHF t W ^uMit eijpciiAtof c i tet iJtcry |>r6J 
pditibh <a ttii* iiittife iiid Bcfeii rcfiftca Bf tKd Miniftef. 
Hii hmiid for ^f elcrrittg £ bill oh the ffibjfea of pchfiohsi 
te Mfotttttelisi W« tKit el^H^ice KSd pFoVcd t&fe itifuffecii 
eiicy of rfie hf fer. T&at h6 <Jig^£tel td rcfolutrdhs, f s if tHcff 
twtfedrr^atd againft pfirtittilrf!- perifibnsi fhey ftJght lii^i 
j^)|5bif^nc^ of ptrbiiiliif, ^bic& Hif v«riflied to avoid. 

He obfefVecli that aftcr,every other attempt ttf cftablifli a 
fyftcm of rctrenchmcxit had been fruftratcd, tb the prcfcnt 
ineal'ure he had reforted as the laft expedient for ike relief of 
the country i and the reilftain^e of tha minifter to this mea<* 
fure, could not fail of convincing the Houfe and the coiintryi 
that adminiftration had formed a determination to refift every 
IKo^fltioti which tended to eftabtifli a fyft^th bf retrenth* 
iktnt Ht tiitHi adverted to the divilidn he had made of the 
fybiii&i iii poltit of acohomy and coflftituticfm Viewing h1^ 
IHR as sr meafur^; of oeccnomy^ ht faid; that every ixtipartial 
tain niuft adhiit thatj from the prefent enormous amount of 
•tlig penfibfl iifti it was one of the moft obviousi and proi^e? 
Objeftsfor rctrcrichmcnt. Hd.iird obferved, that irifhea- 
inount bf p(Shfidnk^ wrhich he had ftated, Hei had not iiiclud- 
ed filari^jf tif a ccftairt dercription, which wferci, in c^cSti 
pm^Km ; ^ iidh^derable falarieS \^ithifi a few years, ddded 
tb pkt^%H sfhdt fd^i-chers in ports where a fhip never entets^ 
Of ^ t^\t of good^ iiever lands ; alfb to offices, (to which nd 
tftlft^ diity is ahhexed than that of going twic£ iii a ydx t¥ 
ifilGf tf^sffdry id receive thdft falariefs, and coming down to the 
tibm f o Alppttit the mlmftilh He (iid that ihi pf eteiit peii^ 
fidfi lift Was hoi rio# tttcfefiiry to tHfe fuppdrt d^goverriinfent 
IB a^ iliftrtirfl^t of patrotiag^, ^ o^ laU years fhe riurttbeif 
df fic^ [daces #Hith had bieh created, were lb conMerable 
aar t<( be fd^deht t6' fatisfy the itioit rapacious minifterial 
&kptkkd&ifi He then praceeded t6 ihew thai the pehCbn liii^t 
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in its prefent api^cation .and amount, was not neceflary 16 
fiipport the dignity of the carowji ; and he appealed to gentle* 
men, who had read the prefent lift, whether there were 
many names on that lift which could contribute to the fop- 
port of the dignity of the crown. He confidered that lift as 
an hofpitalfor incurables ; for men who were Qck and weak 
in principle and ability | * adding, that from his obfervatimi, 
perfons who were not fit for any fituation whatfoevcr in the 
ftatc, thought themfclves entitled to receive a peniion as t 
reward for the negative accomplifhment of being qualified to 
be a burthefc to their country j he farther ©bfervcd, that the 
majority on that lift appeared to be a defcriptidn of perfons 
who were too low to be much refpefted, and yet, perhaps,* 
too high to be abfolutely neglcfted ; they might, with pro- 
priety, be ftiled the lumber of every adminiftration. 

lie faid that he trufted that no peribn would contend that- 
the prefent penfion lift was necefiary to fupport the dignity of 
the Houfe ; and obferved, that the moft refpeflable perfons 
whofe names were on that lift, muft find it difiicult to refift 
the prejudice which would be excited againft them in the 
public mind, when they were obferved to be in (iich bad 
company. That the circumftance of the names of fo many* 
members of the Houfe appearing on that lift, as penfioners 
during the pleafure of the minifter, had fubjefted individuals 
in the Houfe to fufpicions aqd reports very injurious to their 
legiflative chara£lef. Amongft others there was one which 
had made great impreffion on the public mind, which) tliere- 
fpre^ he fbould ftate, and which intimated that it had been 
a practice of certain members in the Houfe, ^to whom penfi* 
dns had lately been granted, to, carry themjnftantly to tnar« 
ket> and expofe them to fale ; that from this circumftance 
the people had been induced to confider modern penfioas?to 
i^embers of parliament, as in effect a prefent from the 
minifter to the member of a fpecific fum, .for his parliamiQ* 
tary fer vices. The chara^ers of men invefted with fuch 
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an important truft as that of kgiflators, ought not only to be 
chaftc but unfiifpcftcd. He obfcrvcd that neither the mem-*, 
bers nor the Houfe could pofler^ that degree of rcfpeft an4' 
Qonfidence ncceflary to fupport their authorit j, if every man 
in this city was empowered to fay that he had feen the price > 
of a ctt*tain member's parliamentary ferviccs, or the equiva- 
lent, hawking about the Exchange, likci^lheet of lottery' 
tickets, and oflired for fale to every broker, money-fcrivener 
or ufurer. That it had been even reported that a claufe was • 
inferted in fomeof theaiEgnmentsofpenfions by whicbthe' 
member covenanted, that in cafe he fhould be deprived of' 
his penfion, in confequence of any difference in opinion, on 
political fubjeifls, between him and the minifter, that part of 
the purchafe moiiey was to be refunded, which gave occaii* 
on to a money-broker in this city to afTert lately, that he had > 
tbeconfcience of a certain member of the Houfe of Common^ 
40 his pocketv 

ft 

He faid he hoped that after this ftatement no perfon would 
contend that the penfion lift, in its prefent application and 
amount, could contribute either to fupport the dignity of the 
c^own, (unlefs he proved that the dignity of the crown was 
to derive fupport from the difgrace of parliament) nor to the- 
fupport of the dignity of the Houfe, (unlefs he proved that 
the fupport of the dig^iity of that Houfe was to originate in , 
the degradation and contempt of its members.) 

cHc pbferved that part of his bill inyolvied the queftion of 
cQnftitution, and difabled perfons who had penfions during 
ples(fui^ or for a number of years, fromiitting in the Houfe 
of Cooitmons. He Aated that it had appeared by the li(t that • 
many, members of the Houfe had penfions during pieafore ; 
apd contended that they wie.re dependent on the will of the > 
minifter* To thofe who argued that a penfioner during plea-; 
f^re was not dependent, I would anfwer that human nature 
(poke ajgainft themj that as long as the hopes of reward, pr 
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^d9 of jnifp, 9 pci)(iQO^ flytring pictfurc nipft t^^ dep$n- 
db^ol: f lor tb^ (mb pf t]^is po6(tpfi be appeale4 $0 ^h^ feel* 
iogs of e^ory: ^911 iKhft bd<} tbje pf idip pf ftatioo to mamtaia^ 
Of tl;^ !fa|it| of 9 family to fati^fy. He faid tbat be was urar^ 
|ra0ted by ^be Ipi^gua^ie of tbe 4ii«rpot £ng}i^ a^ of {larUa- 
menff exc]iudiQ{ fucb penfioQcr^ from tbc; Uqufe of C^tx^ 
^qm9 t9 a||ro)> Yrbi(:b be fixQuld without beiftatiQA> thai ^ 
xnemb^r of tbat Houfe* wbo bad a pei^fion during pleafure^ 
vras Qqt ap ix^depeoden^ man. He did not wi(b to mjuce 
^e fepUiigs of any tf^2X^ ; tbe gentlpneQ wbo wen fp circqxD« 
fiaQced Qugbt pot to impute blame to biip^ but tbejr ftopld 1 
lameot that th^ wer^c de(lined t^ Jive qnder a free cwftituti* . 
on>^t}ie principles and policy of whicb were ip repugnant tQ 
Ibdr pradtice. He faid tbat tbe only aniwer be fiiottld mak^ ' 
to thoie |i7bo (till contended that a grant of ^ pen^n to a 
inember of that Houfe durjng pleafure was not ii^coti^ftent 
frith tbe principles qf thecpnftitptiQn, w.a^, tbat;re^tbjvfB9lF^ 
agaipftthena; as nothing could bp fo . abfurd as to fijppofe, 
fhat the conftitutipp invqiled tbe Houf^ of Cop^npns with a 
powei: of controul over the crown^ and at tb^ fame time in- 
Vcftcd the crown with a prerogative pf granting p^nfipns tq 
inembers of that Houfe during the pleafure of the crown, 
which j, by makhig the mei]tibers dependent on the crown, 
rendered that controi^l ufelef?. 

He then adverted tp the tbird part of his bill| which difabU 
^ any perfi^n frot^ being ele£^ed pf fitting in tbe Houfe, ^q 
bcld any office Of place of profit cr<;ated after the prft of 
Jantiary i^Sq. Hefaidi if gentlemen would examine the Ufl 
of places created within thefe laft twenty years, they would 
find that n^oft^ if not all'i thoft^ placed exceeding three huii* 
dred pounds yearly, had been credited to accommodate and 
gratify ^embers of that Hbufi^. which made tbe meaftire 
indifpenfably nieceiiiiry^ and he obferyed, that the beft reme- 
dy for the abuft was to prevent the temptation to (omnit it. 
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He then acjmtid&i the Houfe, tli^t ^ngllQi jprece^eot Imi 
been reH^ed ur by adminiftr^ition, to juiiify t]?^ iiHro4u<Elimi 
of 9 riot-aQi w^ea thejF r^QlkiSied the circudiftaQc^ i?t;tf ^. 
i«ifg t^e rioW^l in £ngl|and| thi&y W4>^I4 pot rg,€!£); tibe ^'holn 
of bis bill^ iwlef^ they w^hcd ta ponvii|c^ ey^xy «aaa iz> th(ai 
091111^9 that they were determined to ^dopt o^aly the pfinfy 
1^W5 of thjir £Bglifh cod€ i thoTe which t^ded to puQill)i th«. 
iuljeS, hut nouhpfe framed to adv^a^eor ibcitre bi^Mboirtjrfr 
The cireucBftarQee to whk^h k^ alluded ^a^i ihtt in the fftttk^ 
tfSSon 19 which G90. 1, ^ye the aflcnt j^oibe fiot-dQ» hit alfii 
afiented t^ ^ »A ;to fe.ci»fe th^ mdiependei^pe mM honour /q£ 
t}ie Comn(ioii9> hjr deprmog wjr f^ofiraer^ for a s^mh^ off 
yofnii fjsom ittting io tha^ Hoofe; thus nrhik the crovf jvck^ 
c^ve^ in <0!M hiiQd InMn tj^e p»rH«mmi ^ &»tt^ lof Ite 
p^ffff it s^yc Ud thftf fftirH»^at wiiib ihe.oAi^'W ftddMor 
nil fecwity %^»ft thte abij^e of th^t fs«@ie^^ powtr ; fhasp 

dii$i^ which ba4 not Mtiseel mtoithie c«nt<»9|^>i«fi ofrtto 
pc^lfe^ si»mifter9i tfaatjnord^r t» attach the peopIoAf^y: 
ifouptry j;!!^ it? goyerimem, the Icigifl^wc flipuld bmd thcm^ 
to/th§.(|«te hy h«nefils» and m^^ct hefM t9» make sa^ttfoodk 
clim^ttfi by pFofcription* That past of. hU hill 5ff99ia:4Au9|u 
fcript of that ^£\ of Qeorge I. U^ irbieh be had alludf d^ 

Upon dividing the houfei/there appeared f(>r:rffi4if»g Ifv: 
biJl on fj^e ifl: of Aiiguft,^Ayc$ i^^J^Joe^r ^ 

<3» ^be lath of April, Mr, 5ec«taitf Orde agafn proceedr 
ed *t© )^ Into i:onfidera*ion the ftate q( edij^^tion ^n tHih 
«awifry, whkh he dcCcribed a« in,fo deplWktite a fitiiation, 
at le^ft fo f^r as re^eftsthc Iwer <:Iaft»;rf t!i^ tommuhityV 
tb^t it ijpighi he trttljfftKl of tiaicifa,. W-ftttcls^k of lebrhiiig^* 
thf.lsi»4pwft«hi'' _ .•:: ' •^^ - 

i To a want o«4d»iaaflo*i> »e&d cocfeqiiciitly^a' ^ant of that* 
mowljiwLittigbhw ftAfe drduty to therc|^ 
cnoe to dtK l^w% wfaieh i*thi? grtat bond of focfetyi he Imi' 
p«rtcdi»lLtbc.wfleilfr«i* atrocious aaStrMchhkdtwofreh* 
• * * V difgraced 
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diigraced this nation. Men of ftrong fenfibility and bgeniouf 
bat ardent minds, under the guidance of education may bo 
led to undertakings the moft honourable to themfeWes and 
moft bencficisd to their countrji but if reprefled by ignoranco 
pT mifled by error, they either become torpid and ufelefs to 
their country, -or that vigour of mind which nature beftowed 
as a bleffing to fociety turns to a curfe \ and the legiikture 
which has firft negleAed to train its youth to virtue and reli* 
^ion is never after able to prevent the perpetration of crimes 
jBven by the moft languinary laws. The neceility therefore of 
educating youth with a juft reverence for religion and the 
laws, he preiled upon the committee in the ftroogeft mannevt 
and put to ihe feelings of country gentlemen the advantages 
and latisfiiAion^hey muft receive £rom training tber ifing gc- 
Iteration to virtue. He made fome eomparifoUs between men 
even in the iQweft i»hks of fociety in other cot(ritrieS| to 
IRrhoft; education the ftate paid fome attention/and the unfos* 
tunate negleQed peafantry of Ireland, who though blefied 
yrith, minds as vigorous, and forms as true as any people on 
earth; and thbugh inhabitants of a country pofieffing the 
advantages of a free ccnftitution, and the benefits of an ex? 
ai;ndedfCommei:c(?, yetfeemtobeconiidered by tbetegifla^ 
fure as «( naipaniier of y^i|[ht in th^ political fcale, 

' Let ft not be imagined, faid he, that as a ftrangeraflTeft* 
ing faftidious comparif ons from my recolle^ion o^ fuperioc 
habi^, better prder^ and more decent fubmiffion to the law$ 
Vfk apotfKr land of equal liberty with -this, I am difpofed to ' 
^^^Sfi th$ pi^fnA ^ceTumptiQa of abafing the people among - 
whom I. fioy ;je(i^, ^nd as one of whof^ reprei^ntatives I 
accoiint |t anliopour that I am placed h^re among you. No 
motives of fuch illiberal tendency gave birth to thofe reflcc* 
tioxi§, y^Wcl^ ip,thp..(^hp:?ftcf of t^^^ 
fl:Ul more in tba^of fn,pput Jn^viibority under their govecf 
BOr^ I venture to gl^cr upon the lamentable condition of the 
Jriflxjp^fantry.,^ i^'P?^''? Y<?7 difiwent ickw ©f their ior 
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trmfic valuer and am grieved at the long indiflfercncc about 
it 5 I am gncvcd that they have been fuffered to remain as a" 
rich metal in the mine, which no fafliloning hand of an artift 
^s hitherto attempted to foWtb. into beauty, and npon 
which no ftamp of inftruftion has been fct to give it an ac- 
^nowfe^ged worth and currency. Nor let it be apprehended 
that a meafure fpch as this has been formed in the defign, or 
U cakijlated to have the effea of depr^ffing the fpirit or fub- 
doing the fortitude of a people, whofe manners U would ur- 
banife, and whofe temper it would reguUtc. No, it would 
infufe divinity into their fpirit, and make their cottage tb^ 
preferver of general tranquility. Learning never yet madq 
man degenerate into feryility, or enfeebled the vigour of (lis 
3Dind> vhi^le it {efftned tb^ fc^ling^ of hU bcaft, 

f* Do^rina fed vim promovet infitazn| 
<* Ke&i lue cultus pe^ra coborant | 
f< Utcunqucdcfeceremorefly 
** pedecprant bene aata culpx.** f 

All ranks, all defcriptions of feciety, are amended and en« 
ju)bled by the leflbns of rirtue ; ;ind where morals are defec- 
tive, the taint of vic& corrupts and defiles the patrician ftill 
more than the peafant. Where has been the nation,' to 
which learning has contributed no advantage? What people 
has not been rendered more formidable l^y knowledge as aux* 
iliary to their bravery ^ Has public liberty been injured by 
pnderftanding its true meaning? Has freedom loft its ezerti« 
on^ becaufe fociety has learned to comprehend and ob^ the 
laws ? The braveft people, whofe hiftory wc can trace, and 
who attained the higheft rank funong the nations, niix^d 
with an undavmted courage the love and the cultivation of 
letters. Even Sparta, which claimed all her fons as ibldiers, 
made their education in their learning as well as their difci*^ 
pline in arms the public citQ. No individual parent could 
idly deprive his children of that inftru£lion, which tended 
to exalt them as men, and improve them as citizens. The 
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commuiuty could not ^iffbrd the ignorance of any of tbci^ 
fpeoibers, and they af&rted their rights in that refped as 
fiiperior to thote of parental authority. The children were 
;^counted the ofifspring of the public, find the nurture i^f 
* their muods was fecured by a .public proTifion. 

The beftfupport of courage, Humanity, wasbyfuchmean^ 
avowed to maintain her juft Influence over the aftions of man» 
indances of which in days of old as i^ell as of modern date, 
have refle£led not more honour than benefit on mankind. 
The ftcrn and rough form of war has been foftened into 
fmtles ; the ilrides of defolation and ruin have been arreftet) 
♦• in the very' imminent deadly breach^** 

But however little value feems Ht the prefent day te be fet 
qpon the youth of your peaffuitryi ^bc wif^Qin ^^4 humanity 
of our anceftors held tl^m in much l^igher eftiinatien; they 
blew that with thcfe rough materials, great part of the fabric 
if the nation was to be compofed, and therefore they endea-^ 
Tp^irod to form, them in the firfi ftage with fom^ idAgnse of 
fttjejicliPQ I, aj^cordingly. they uaftltuted fehnols oi various 
imAh if^ doing which they could have bad no Jdaotives but 
the p»re love of thidr country, and the faopefl: aaoduticm of 
h^g reqismbeDpi as the benefa£toi& of raankifid ; they flight 
> indulge a yirtunoa hope that 

■ i. j ; .- jA i » ^* their bones 
" Wt.c^ they had rim their f:ourfe, ^pd flept ip W.cffiflgs* 

^ Sl|oul(J have g jo^b of orpbai>'§ tears wept op them '* 

Jteit alas.'! Their ipemory ha5 not been thus revered. The 
wdtcc of infant gratitude has rarely been inftn^dled to found 
the name of its benefa^ors. Inftruflion has ' not often met 
a^ eye or reached t])e car pf the parentiefs| orofthofewhp 
]»d; none to teaph th.cm. The altars of inftruftipn have beeiji 
lobl^d of their incenfc, too frequently diflipjtcd or conjKimed 
hjf the chofen minifters, who have fcarcely deigned to chaunt 
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il yfM ?9JW^4 the© tO p^rf<>rm. Wer 4:!|f?A^i 1^4 IP Jw»»- 
our of their patrons. We have only now tQ ^^^opi? th?H]|# 
jchild mav not yet be unborn, who (hall firft have its lips in* 
fpired with the' leffons of charity, and whofe mind (hall be 
taught, although ftlH too late,' to reftore the genuine tribute 
of glory to the author of their inftru£tion. It would be a 
kind of facrilege to fuffer thefe riteg to be longer negieftbd^ 
apd in vindicating from abufe the prqvifion which was made 
&>r them, you will drsfw upon youtfAyti a fhare in th6 blefi^ 
ings of an infant generatiohi W&o will vtntrate yba ^ the 
common founders of their relief and improvemeht. Aiid you 
V^ill hereafter experience a Aill higher reward it^ the confix 
fluent increafeof profperityto your country* 

Mr; OrtSe thien proceeded to &9^ tlie i^des of ftip^of t fo^ 

^he various degrees, claffesor ^ivlfibmoftlujsryftetT), l^egia- - 
iii*g firft with -the cllildrfen of theloweft orders of't^ people.^' 
By tire aft of 28th Hen, VIIL ' the mmiftcr of each parifh 
is obliged to teach jevery «diilid tliat prefents hioifelf for in* 
ftru)£lion in the En glifli language; the Englilh language ^1 
the time of enabling the law was as little known to the pea- 
t^ntry pf Ireland,' as the language df Athens or Rohie, ahdf 
therefore teaching children" to read^as not ^very trivial du* 
fj: Yet though every parjfli mini'fter i$ bound by path to , 
pomply with this aft, the only thing done towards carrying 
it into effect is, a commutation of 40s. per annual paid t^y the 
minifier in e^ch pafiil}. This fum therefore, he propoftd to 
take }s the loweft rate of pontrihutipn frx>m ^11 livipgs npt 
exceeding 15QI. per annum ^iroin thenc^ tq ^cx)}. per annuxn^ 
^he contribiition {hou^d be three popnds, and fixpence in the. 
pqundaft^r two hiinidrjed pounds* The fame rate of contri^ 
bjition he propofed for the proprietors of reAoi*ial and im- . 
propriate tithjes| and whatever might be afterwards deficient 
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to r&ile hj aflefTment, not on the pariOi at large, but at t&e 
1 * dtfeflction of a veftry, on th€ more opulent proprietors of the 

lailds in the parifh. 

The fccond divifion of this fyftcm, which was to confift of 
four great fchools> one in each provinc6| iimilar to the Blue 
Coat Hofpital in pubiin, or Chrift's Hoipltal in London, he^ 
propofed to fupport.bjr a gradual change of the applicatlpn of. 
the. fuuds now giyen to Charter Schools. With the new 
Icltools he intended to unite Erafmus Smith's charity : and 
s$ from thefe feminaries the mariner, the merchant, the 
tpdefms^i the manufaflurer, the artificer, the farmer, the 
accountant, the mathematician; in a.word» the moftufefnl 
members of focietjr znight hereafter fpring^ be propofed to 
faj 2 rery great degree of attention to them, and that navi- 
pttlotk^ mercantile It^povijcdge, niodern Unguagcf ,. malhenia-> 
ttcs» geometry, agriqilture^ and drawkag, ihould be there 
* flight *, and he mentipiied that this being a part of his plaQ^ 

which was ready for almoft hi(h^nt adoption, the buildings at 
"Kcw Geneva, which arc already property, might be ma^Q 
Ifbfervlent to it* r. 

. ^ • • > 1 ^^^^ htrct faid he, take a thort review of thc^propofcij 

# -cflabliihment^ siod of its feveral divifions, with fome genera} 

cakulation of the probi^bk e^penc^, and of the funds at pre^r 

f^iyt exiftingy whicb may be apf li^d to this purpofe, and of 

^ - tt^iofc which inuft be fupplied by parliamentary ai<l pr d^Ufr 

ways and means* 

I have meritfoned one principal or refident guardian of this 
^ fccretjr, one head-mafter atfo. — ^The numl^ of under mafters 
wad ^(lants muft depend upon the divifions of fchplarsand 
tie number of children which it may be propofed to educate. 
inthesn. I conceive th^t the whole eftabliibment may c^nfift 
c|' eight or nine hundred boys, divided into. two parts;* the 
of which might be about three hundred and twenty. 
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I tgke that number upon the idea of arraiighg tjiem imd 
eight irardSj for their lodgingi of fort^each. For thefe 
there may be allotted feven fchools, which I apprehend, 
will be a fufficient number to give ample opportunity for iit¥ 
ftru£tion in the feveral branches of learning and fcience, 
which I would arrange in this manner : 

" ift. Reading and Grammar^ feveral divlilons* 

2d. Writing and Accounl;^, do. . do. 
"^ 3d^ Mathematics and Navigation, with apparatus. Ice* ^t*. 

and fpace for experiment. =•* 

4th. Hufbandrj and Agriculture^ with do. 

5th. Mechanics, Geometty, and ManufaAure, with do. 

6th. Drawing, &c. &c. 

7th. Foreign Languages and Geography. 

There muft of courfe be feven matters for thefe, and fomc ^ 
of them will require afllftants, cfpecially the readingand gram- 
mar fchools, and that for writing and accounts. The fecond 
divifion will conflft of either four hundred and eighty, or five 
hundred and eighty, according to what may be determkiei 
of the grbfs number. I fliould ifnagine that for thefe Tour 
fchools might be fufficient ; a reading and a writing-fchool, 
each of them confiding of feveral dlvifions, and two workingji 
fchools for their inflruAion in different kinds of handicraft 
or other inferior occupations. There will of courfe be four 
matters wanting for thefe fchools, and feveral affiflants. It 
is to be remembered that the principal will fuperintend th^ 
inanagcment of the whole, and the hcad-mafter will over- 
look the department of inftru£lion in this divifion as well as 
the other. — And I would here repeat another remark in fa- 
vour of this eftablifhment, for the reception of fuch children 
as are at prefent diftributed in the fbveral charter-fchools, 
that it wiH admit of the means to provide, not indeed a great- 
er number of maflers, inftruAors, &c. &c. but men of much 
fuperior qualiHcations* Another advantage of infinite confe- 
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and the ffcguldr execution of every Jot J*. The chitdt^dn whd 
fhall be firD: brottght oit this e'ft»bHfhment (ho^ld bd 

draughted from the fevcral charter-fchools, vith ft r^i^M t6 
their fupieriority of tafents dnd g6od bdxavitmr^ and by tRii 
means indeed an improvement inight be^fordk^ ih fuch df 
the charter-fchools as fhoUld remain, if the dbjefl of rcmo« 
ynl of the chiidf^M tfom tWeia to tKilMgh^i' fituation (faould 
became a fpur tO' emukitlbnand mdtiffry* The number of 
. €h»ttt^fy>tAi fiik)Uld 'rfcburfe be diniimfHcd after tbfefe 
firft draughts, and the remaining cHiIdTen bb difbibtlted a<^ 
mong fuch a^ Ihotlld ft2il be kept on foot in fuch places as 
mJgfit! be thotrght ptopelr and convenient to anfwet the gf eat 
purpofes of their inftitution. Ferhiaps indeed, it may not| 
under fuch a regtfhtidn as this, be found inexpedient to pre- 
ferve always a certain number of thefe fmaller fchools, into 
%hich the childrea might firli be received previous to thei^ 
filore advantageous removal into the provincial academy.— 3 

. t^erh^ps alfo, on this accoiitit the number of thefe provincial 
jchbdts Ivould hot require to be increafed beyond two. New 
Ge'fiev^ is fo fituafed on the confiries of two provinces, as id 
itifxtdl* ifi a great' degree for the convenience of both ; and a- 
tidfter' fituatidn might be clioien for a fecond eftabliihment 
#ich (tiiiilar refei^eface to the acconimodatioH of the two other 
provinces* I would here only throw out a fuggeftion that 
j^dfilbfy a ttiifd liiight not improtperly be formed, by an en* 
ta^gement of the pfeTetit Blue-coat Hofpitat in Dublin. It 
if o*t KbwcVfcr, at all events, my purpofe to limit the num*^ 
6^1^ or ^xtelif to wfiicH Hfreafter fuch ufeifui inftitutipns mav 
ht t'artt^d by^fhtTincreafe of means for their endowment and 
tippdrt ; Wt\ \(ri{Bii2g to avdid^ every thing which may bd 
dfe^fti('^da ifier^'f|»eculatlon, I would' confine myfelf at prc-» 
ittii i(f fchtf j^Sf of auiircd^ praaicability. I will riot pretend 
tt'fiyrM^iiy iki&^ dtiriiati of tte cxpencc under diftinO: 

\ tt^,^iik1i iX\x^ proBaUfy attendf ttc fupport of one of 

thefe 



thefe dftabnflim^nts on the footing alread]^ frMntioiledt; But, 
having refiefted upon the pi'oper amount of fiTari^ and aU 
lowaflces) for mafters arid other iieceflary officei^> fuch as 
ftievrardsi wardrobe-keepers^ houfe-keepersi matrons^ eooks, 
porters, fee. Sec. and haviiig corifidered tilfo albrt of average 
for the fiappof t of the children in diet and doathing and o- 
ther neceflaries, and having proceeded further to conceit 
the expediency of a fund for the rewards of children, and for* 
the fees or gratuities to be given with them upon their remo* 
Val from the academy into different purfuitsand occupations, 

ft 

I can hardly make the whole amount fall £hoit of i i^oool* 
or i2>ooc>l. per annum. 

His next ot^e£l was the dioccfan fchools. Thofe he pro« 
pofedtoput on a better footing, than at prefent. The biihops^ 
he was fure, would moft. liberally contribute towards their 
improvement* He did not mean to burden them, but poverty 
was not exa£Uy what they could complain of, and with two* 
and-twenty diocefan fchopls he had no doubt of laying a pro^ 
p«r foundation for claffic learning. 

His fourth objeA was to eftablifh two great academiesj 
laamediately preparatory to the univerfity. To fupport thefe, 
z0i aidr the diocefaft fchools, he propofcd to apply .part of 
the revenues of thofe lands which have be^n giVeniby bene- 
volent pQtfwBf or by thd ftate^ for the endowment of fchbolsy 
vAiobr lawls^ U^ a v6ry great value, had fallen into private 
hmAs that did nothing for thern^ but nHiich he thought it 
the d^ty of parUamtenttbreelaimi art»d apply, confonant to 
the intention of the^doDOta^ 

^jj^MgltJont the whole c( tht Ibfiegoijlg plan was left a pof- 

iibility for boys of genius to raife themfelves, even from the 

loweft W the hlgheft f ank. Otter rewards wtfrc to be given 

in proportion to merit. And to the higheft fchools, or two 

great academies, were to be annexed exhibitions, as a fur- 

t|ier Ihcitement' to genius and ability to perfevere. 

Having 
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Having gone through the four principal heads cqnceriaitg 
fthools, hen«t mentioned another Univeriityy which, wtth^ 
out the fmalleft offence to the prefent moft excellent infti** 
tution; he thought might poffibly be hecefiarji There wercy 
he faidy many perfons who do not come to this Univerfity 
who would go to another, fuppofc it inilitutcd in the north- 
wtft part of the kingdom, but who now are obliged to fech. 
fcr education in a foil lefs congenial to their nature. By thefe 
he did not mean fuch as go to England ; that he thonghl 
produced a good e&A, by iucreailng the attachment of the 
fubje£ts of the two countries. He believed there came alfo 
fome perfens from England to ftudy here ; but he was cer->, 
tain the number Would be greater if there was another Uni« 
Tcrfity, not fituated in Dublin. The objcft of a fecond Uni- 
Yerfity mighty he thoughts be compleated by taking feveralol' • 
the great etiddwed fchools in the ndrth-weft, and blendingf 
them together in a new model. The objeA, however, wasi 
at fome diftance ; for though it fhould be now determined 
on, it would be fix years before it would be necefi^ry to opeit 
a new Univerfity conformable to the general plan jixft 
mentioned. 

His nextobje£i; was to prefervcf thefe iitftlttttions ^ piite itH 
poffible, by appointing intelligent vifitors, perfbns eminently'' 
difttngnifhed for learning and abilities ; and his laft was, td 
provide an honourable and comfortable retreat for fuch ma& 
ters as ihould fpend their earlier days in the public fervice, 1^-' 
inftroAing the youth of the kingdom confonant to the pre^ 
ient plan, and for foch other ^rfons as j(haU esKrt them^- 

felves in carrying the fyfteminto efiedu 

^ ' » . . 

He concluded his fpeech with the following refolutiolis) 
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ 

That it is expedient to revife the afi of the twenty-eighth 
of Henry YIII. ch. i^th^ for the eftablilhmcnt of parifh 

f chools^ 
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fchools> an4 to .make provifions and r^gulatidns for afcer^ 
takiing a new fcheme and rate of contribution. towards their ^ 
.more effeAual fupport.and improvement. . y 

That it is expedient to eftabli(h| by the aid and authority 
of parliament^ an annual fund^ to be applied at the difcretioa 
of the Lord Lieutenant for the time being, for the purpoieof 
gradually building or purchafing, or otherwife providing pro- 
perfchool-houfes, and conveniences annesysd thereto, in eve* 
ry.parifh or union within this kingdom, in which they may 
:be requifite, for the refidence qf a ichool-maftcr, and the free 
inftrudtion of the poor. 

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, requefiing his grace to give directions, that thtre 
be laid before this houfe, on the firft day of the next feffion 
of parliament, an exadl return of the number and prefeht 
fiate of parifli fchook and fchool-hou(es throughout the 
kingdom \ and alfo the particulars of all grants, donations, or 
other proviiions of any kind, in land or money, for the en- 
dowment of the faid fchools, or any of them, or for the ufe 
of the fchool-mafters of the fame, or any of them refpeAive- 
ly, with the ancient and prefent denomination and value of 
fuch lands, and in whpfe occupation, and under wl^t title 
they were held on the a5th of March, 1787. 

That it ii; proper and expedient to inftitute and fupportby 
degrees, at the public expence, one provincial fchool or hot- 
pital, in each province within this kingdom^ for the gratui- 
tous maintenance and education of children intheeflabliOied 
religion, and in fuch branches of learning and fcience as may 
tend to qualify them with fuperior advantage for the future 
exercife of various occupations in htlifbandry, manufaAure, 
trade, , commerce and fine arts* 

Vol. II. L That 
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that it is {proper and e:(pedient to reTtfii tke aft of the 
twenty-third of George II. cb. the i ith, to provide for the 
better regulation of charity ichools, and to take eflfedhial met* 
fares for improving and enlarging the benefits of the protet 
^ant charter fchools^ in connection with the inftitutions 
dforefaid. 

That an humble addrefs be presented to his grace the Lord 
liicutenant, requefting his grace to give direftions, that an 
fxaft return be made to this HmfCf on the firft day of the 
next fclfion of parliament, of the amount, application and 
expenditure of the funds of every denominttion under the 
care and management of the Incorporated Society for Protet 
tant Charter School s, and of the Governors of Erafmns 
Smith's fchools, with an account of the different authorities 
by teftamcnt, charter, ftatute, or oth^rwife, under which 
thefe applications and expenditures have been made, and a 
topy of the fettled accounts, properly authenticated^ of the 
incorporations aforefaid, for three years laft paft. 

That it is proper and expedient td revife the afls of the 
twelfth Elizabeth, chap, ift, fevcnth William III. chap. 4th, 
twelfth George I. chap. 9th, twenty-ninth George II. chap. 
7th, for the efiabliOiment and maintenance of diocefan 
fchools and fchool-houfes, and to tdke proper nieafures, un- 
der authority of parliament, for infuring the due execution 
X>( thofe a£ls, accoHing to their true intent and meaning ; 
and alfo to empower the Lord Lieutenant and Council to 
make new provifions and regulations for the more effectual 
IJipport and improvement of the fame. 

That 2h tuftible addrcfs be prefettted to his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, requeuing bis grace to give direflions that there 
be laid before this Houfe, on the firfl day of the next feffi* 
on t)f parliament, accounts of the number and prcfeiit ftate 
of dioctfan fchools and fchool-houfes throughout this king- 
\ , domj 
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dbm ; and alFo the particular^ of all gf ahts^ dotiatlons^ or 
other provifiohs of axly kind, in land or moneys liiadc in coii- 
fe^uence of thie above recited a£ts, or any of thenii or in any 
btherwife whatever, for the endowment of the faid diocefan 
fchools> or any of theiil, or for the life oJF the fchbol-mafters 
of the fame, in fuccef&on refpe£tively, or iny piFthem, with 
the ancieiit and prefent denomination aild value of fuch laiids^ 
^d iii whore bccupationi and Under what title they wdre held 
bn the a5th of March, 1787. 

That it is proper and ei^pedieiit, by the aid and authority 
bf parliament, to eftablifh one or more ^reat fchbol or fchbols^ 
and to reform thbfe already efUblifhed in fubli cafes as ihall 
be found hecieflrary> tipoh fuch principles^ and with fuch pro^ 
Vifions aiid regulations, is may tend more effe£hlally tb an- 
swer the end of their foundation in public utility, by improv- 
ing and facilitatinjg tb the youth of this kingdom the meaiii 
bf a peffeifl education^ as well in fiich fchool or fchobls, as by 
eftablifliibg aii anniial fucceiBon of a fele^t number oiF the 
toofi meiritorious fchblars, with a iuitable provifiouj tb the 
tJniveiriSty, iFbr the future purfuit of learned prbfeilions, and 
for the hondtirable difcharge bf the higheft duties of the 

^mmunitjr. 

• • I . , . . . . . 

That it is an object bf g^eat public concern that etaA ien^ 
\iinirf ihoiild be made, aiid iiifbrmation Obtained^ of the num- 
ber and prefeht ftdte df the feveral foundation^ withiii thi^ 
kingdom^ fdt the edo'catibn bf youth iii claificai learnini;, and 
that the true nature and Valtie of their tadbwcdents fHould be 
afcertaihed) with the briginal appropriation and prefent di& 
pofal of the ftmds, and how far the feveral duties and trulU 
^iredted and enjoiUed have been and 9^ duly performed; 

That the fouhdatibn and gradual endowmeiit 6f a fecond 
vniverfity within this kingdom, by the aid and authority of 
parliament^ in addition to the priefcnt excellent eftabliihment 

La of 
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of Trinity College in this capital^ might conduce to the greater 
perfection of a general fyfton for the improvement of educa- 
tion, and to the wider diffufion of learning and fcience 
throughout the nation. 

That it is eflentially expedient, towards the fuccefsful pro- 
- motion of proper meafures for the general improvement of 
educattotl within this kingdom, that one or more perfon or 
' perfon^, not exceeding four In the whole, eminently qualifi- 
ed by their abilities and experience, Ihould be appointed by 
the Chief Governor for the time being, to srSIft in the prc^ 
paration of plans and arrangements for the inftitutibn and re- 
gi^lation of the f^everal feminaries of claflical learning propof- 
ed tp be edahlifhed and reformed. 

That this Hbufe will' at the commencement of the next 
feffion of parliament, proceed to the immediate confideration 
' of fuch further meafures as may be requifite for carrying the 
.foregoing refolutions into full effeA. 

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, requeftiog that his grace will be pleafed to give 
diredlions for preparing .plans of the neceilary buildings and 
other arrangements for forming and eftablifhing the ieveral 
fpecies offcho.ols and fchool-houfes, and fuitable conveniens 
cies to be annexed thereto, with eftimates of theexpence 
thereto, dlftinguifhed under fepar ate .heads, and accompani- 
ed with obrervationsrefpedlingiituations, and other circum- 
itonces moft. proper for the fame. 

Amongft the principal bills paflcd" this feffion, were the 
following vii : 

A bill for the better execution of the law, and pref^rvati^^ 
on of the peace within Counties at large. 

A bill for the further increafe and encouragement of 

Shipping and navigation. , 

■ A 
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A bill for prefcnting and avoiding fecret outlawrys in 
perfonal aAions. 

A bill for promoting the improveqient of ports and batr 
bours. 

A bill for recovery of Tythes, \ 

A bill to prevent tomultuous rifingSj aiTemblies^ and unr 
lawful oaths. 

. An a£l for regulating the baking trade. 

Anaflfor eftabUfliingn^arket juries in citiesj, &C- . 

On the 28th of May, 17871 the Lord Lieutenant conclude 
ed the feiSon with the following fpeecb» 

** JMfy Lords and Gentlemen^ 

' <* Jn relieving you from further attendance in the prefent 
feflion of parliament, I have the fatlsfaftionof fignifying^Vo 
you his'Majefty's entire approbation of the wife and vigorous 
meafures by which you have diftinguifhod your zeal for the 
prefervation of the public peace, and the tranquillity of the 
country, My ftrenubus exertions fhalt not be wanting to car- 
ry your falutary proviflons inta execution, to aflert the juft 
dominionpf the lawsj^ and to eftablifli thefecurity of proper- 
ty, as well as perfonal fafety, to all defcriptiohs of his Ma- 
jefty^s fubjefts in this kingdom. nf::.:. . > 

* » - 

« Tbedecided tenor of your conduA ai&ires kne of your~ 
continued and cordial affiftance, and that you i»iU:5vith your, 
utmdifl; io.fluence imprefs upoatbe minds of tjbe people aiulj 
conviffion what dangerous effefts to the general welfare, and 
to the grovrfng profpeirity of the natioif, anfciirSih the pre- 
valem^ of even partial or temporary difturbance*' Adrtit^i^iffi- 
them, that the benevolent but watchful fpirit of the legifla- 
turc, which ipdttces U to encourage induftry and exertion, 

. ' wilL 
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will at the Jame time be awake to the correAion of the e^^* 
cefles which are the infeparable companions of jdleoefs an4 
licentious diforders. 

•* Gentlemen of the Houjk of Commons^ 

f^ I thank you, in the King's namC| for the fupplfc« whiclj 
jrou have fo chearfuUy provided for the fupport of his Mar 
jefty's government. You may depend upon their being 
faithfully applied to the purpofcs for which they are grants 
ed. ' 

t ■ ■ * 

f« The meafures you have taken for cncreafing public crc- 
ditj and diiplnifhing the national debt, are confonant to that 
wifdom and aflFcftion to your country, which haye ever diCr 
tinguifhed th^ parliament of Ireland. 

•* M'j Lords and Gentlemen^ 

« A new and powerful incitement to the national induftfy 
fias been opened by the treaty of commerce with France, iq 

which the utmoft attention is manifefled to the interefls of 

••■■■■ ' . ' 

Ireland. The claims of this kingdom tq an equal participa- 
tion in treaties betwef n Great Britain ^nd Portugal have been 
acknowledged by the court of Ljfbon. Thefe are decided 
teftimonies of his Majefty's paternal regard, and frefli confirm 
mation of his gracious refojution to coniider the interefts of 
Great Britain and Ireland as infeparable. A p|*inciple which^ 
by uniting the |aculties and affeftions of the empire, gives 
ftrerigth and fecurity to evct^y part of it : A principle which, 
with your accuftomed wifijom, yoo have ftill fiirther corrobo* 
rated by th« latt arrangement df your law of navigation. 

<* The tejs^ltyancl attacbmcot of his faithfiil people of Ire* 
bnd are highly grateful to the King ; and by h^ Majefty'^ 
ej(prefs^ cdnimand I am to aiS;ire you of his moft ^acious aa4 
a^eaioiute prote^ion. To fulfil nay Sovereign's plc^rvir«i» 

': which 
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ivhich conftantly directs me to ftudy thp true hs^ppinefs of 
thii kingdom, is the great and fettled objeft of my ambition i 
and upon this baiis I (hall hope to have eftabliflied a perma- 
nent claim to your good ppiniotij ;p$l to the cpn6dei)ce an4 
regard of the peoplp of Ireland*** 

And then the Lor^ Chancellor declared that !t was hi$ 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant'^ pteafure that this parliament be 
{MTorogued to Tuefday the 24th day of July next ; and th^ 
parliament was accordingly prorogued to Tuefday the 24tb. 
day of July next. 

On the 24th of O£tober following, his Grace the Duke of 
Rutland>.dted of a fever; whereupon the Archbifliop of 
Armaigh, the Lord Chancellor, and the Rt. Hon. the 
Speaker of the houfe of Commons were appointed Lordsr 
juftices and continued in the government until the 16 Dec- 
ember enfuing, when his excellency George Nugent Greur 
ville Temple Marquis of Bu^kinghaiQ fucceeded to thq. 
Vlce^gerency of Irel^md. 
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CHAP: VI. 



Seffion •fil%^.-^Mr. Grafted i Jpetch njpfaing iytbeu—prqr^ 
gation.'-^feffion'i'ji^^^his Mi^iji^s illHiJi.'^proqeedlngs ibere^ 
om 'in the Ir'ijb pdrliameni. — addrefs to the Princt of Wales 
frwnhotb houfes.^roUfi oj the pfiers. — anfwer of the Lord 
Lieutenant on delivery of the addrefs^ — proiefts on this occafton^-r- 
anfwers returned by the Prince of Wales. — addrefs of the com^ 
mom.^protefi of the lords ^ — Speech of the Lord LieuteharO- on 
iis Majefifs recovery. — addrefs to his Majejiy froth tbe ^Lordf 
^^addrefs fr^m the commons. ^^proceedings in Great Briiain. 
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ARLIAMENT again affccnblcd on the 17th of Janua^. 
ry, 1788, feveral bills both csconomical and conflitutional 
were introduced, and rejefted, altho* public ceconoroy ap-r 
peared to have been a favorite fyftcm with the Vicc-roy» — 
Amongft the moft interefting fubjeAs introduccdi was that 
of Tythest which had been fo long a matter of complaint, and 
the alledged caufe of the difturbances in thefoythern part of 

the country. Mr. Grattan opened the bufinefs with a 

propofed enquiryi and in a fpeech of coniiderable length, 
ilated the oppreffion of the poor, from tlxc mode in which 
Tytbes were aflefs'd and collefted— « It has beenfaid in d^^ 
fence of clerical exactions, that tho' fometimes exorbitant^ 
they have never been illegal, but (faid^e) I will prove that 
e3t'a<Aions in fome of the difturbed parts, have been not only 
exorbitant, but illegal likewife. — I will prove that in many 
inftances, Tythe has been demanded, aiid paid for Turf; 
that men have been excommunicated by a njoft illegal fentence, 
for refufing to pay Tythe of Turf.— A right to Tythe of Turf 
has been ufurped againft-'law, and a legtflative power of 

commutation 
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commu^tion has been exercifed, I fupjiofe lor familiarity of 
appellairioa and facility of coUeiEtion. — It has been arged> the * 
law would relieve in the cafe of demand for tithe of Turf- 
but the poverty of the peafant has been admitted, and the 
expcnee of litigation can not be denied— the law his been . 
applied 4o and has not relieved — the fpiritual Courts do 
maintain a right to tithe for Turf, and in fo doing, they 
have aAed^ and do a£t in grofs violation of law: — I am in* 
formed that tithe has been demanded for Furze fpent on the 
premifes ; and therefore^ in circumftances nqt fubjeA to 
Tithe, a demand oppreiHye to the poor and repugnant to 
the law." .... - 

<< The exaAions of the tithe«pro£h)r are another i&ftance . 
of illegality — begets, he exafls, he .extorts i^om the piu- 
rifhiohers, in fopae of the diifhirbed parifh^s one, frequently, 
two {hillings in the pbund. The clergyman's agent is then 

paid by the parifliy ajn^ paid extravagantly. 

• •••■••• '.'.-. • ' , , *, 

**l €^c\x(e the tUhe-prodor} the law is in fatflt whkh' 
giv^es great' and Nummary powers to the indefinite clakasof 
the (^httiicb, and fuffers bmh'to be Vefted in the hands, not 
only of the paiKbn, but of a wretch who follows his own na« 
ture, when he^cofi^^erts authority into corruption, and law 
into peculation^ 

,«f tTnder tliis head the allegation is, that the tithe*proc- 
tors in certain p^ifh^s of the South, do alk and extort from 
the poor parilhionersone or two fhillings in the pound undqr 
the defcription of prpftorage — ^ fee at once illegal and op- 
preffive; and this they are ready to verify atyour ban 

«< I underftand thatt'^etefy thhig, of any^ xonfequence, 

: which is tithed in ziSfpsrt^l Ireland,^^ir tithed in Munfter ; 

that potatOiss, which afe'BJhedtirnb other part of IrelanB, 

arc tithed "there — and thai eacfr'irtifite'is, in moft of the 

diflurbed parts, tithed higher than in any otlter part of Ire- * 

Iwd. ^ . 

<* I under^ 



«* Lunderftaotl m tbecouric of your inquiry it will appear, 
tBa^ a iiTtag has beefi Ut^ly and rapidly raifed £r0in 6q1. to . 
500].- by the new incbmbcnt ; that a farm from izl. a year . 
tithe, has been raifed to».6oL-*-that a living in thefe difturfe- . 
ed pa^ts from 13QI, Jms been in the fame maimer and exper 
dkion raifed to 130I— ihat another living in thcfe diftarbed 
parbi, in the fame dnanner, h;as been raifed from 300!. to 
loopK. ' — 

** pnder the head of excefs the following allegation is fub^ 
mitted to your coAfideration ; that in certain parifhes of the 
South the charge for tithes has been unconfcionabki and has 
not obferved any equity in favour of the huibandmani thc 

ptMNTt or tfo; n^Miuf a^itrer^ 

f« But the lavr wpuld relietc ; tuni to the Ecclefiaftical 
Courts— -the judge is a clergyman, or appointed by a clergy** 
snan^ and of courfe is a party ju(!ge ; and though in fome^ 
cafes his perfonal reftitude may correct his fituation,' and pre- 
vent hkn .from. being a partial, yefcjfrom the conftilution of 
hit QBort, he is a party judgo-:~Ttie EcfileJ&aftical Courts in 
England main^ain^d gravel and ftniirto. be. tifheaibl^ asJtQtQe. 
of our9 have mmntain^d turf to beiitheable* Lor4 HpUfaid» 
they oxade every thixig titbeahie ; bit, fajis he, I do pQt x^ 
gard that, the Pope, from whom our clergy derive their 
claim, though they depart from its alledged applicatioui fub* 
jefted to tithe the gains of the merchant, and tlie pay of the 
army — the canons went farther, aod held the tithe pf forni*^ 
cation and adultet*y to be the tnldoubted property of the 
church. *We are now too enfightcned to Irflen 410. claims 
carried to fo very great in ex:tent^ and' Bcclefiaftical Courts 
are Jl?fs.extf;?il^ag^ qgw ; i^p ijiljj^^tljg j^ip^iple comiuuej, 

^bq|R^;fSi«R\»fij5TJ^IH f l^?y^^4*^:<iW^f the evidence. 
^^^i^^^M^.m^fT^'l^m^f^. W}^ frequently the 
%Wt ^#ii?f;»t ^^^^? m^W^ ^ .¥? ^yW<?nce k the 

^.Jf^'M^m^^Wy !^tu.d4j to p;>rtiality ;m4iCorrnp^ 

» ■- ■ ■ •»•' ' • . • 
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t\m — he generally views the crop> when the crap Is ripe, of 
when the ground i$ red ; in the ^rft caCe he cannot, iMfith 
i^ny great accuracy, afcertain the quantum of producff, and > 
in the laft cafe, he cannot, with any apcturacy at alji ; and 
yet, without Airvcy, without ipeaftire, and in fome cafe, 
pithout infpedtian of the crop, hear him fwearing befof e 4 * 
]^arty judge, to the quantum of ground and prodqce* 

f« Mr. Grattan obferved, that ti^rq material dififercncc$ 
exi{(ed ; £rft, that potatoes were tithed no where bi|t in the 
South ; fecondly, that the other articles of tillage werp |ith- : 
ed DO where fo high as in the Sputh $ that tber^ were fome 
few pariQiesy 'tis tnie, in the Norths and fome parts of coun- 
ties that bordered on Munftcr, where potatoes were tithed | : 
but that the inftance$ ^ere few, ^nd the exception pr9ve4 
t^e rule. 

<f The right of fetting put the titjic has not always prov-» , 
cd, in the cafe of the poor, a fecurity againft illegal demands, 
and does riot affe^ jto be a fecurity againft unconscionable 
demands* 

f ^ By the law, the tenant muft give forty-eight hours no- 
^ce, and bind himfelf to a day, whether fair or foul. In the 
cafe of potatoe^, he muft, if the parfon does not choofe to 
attend, leave the ridge in the field, which may prevent hi9i» 
fowing winter corn, and be the dlfierence between the pro^ 
fit on wheat and on oats. The tenant cannot dig his potatoes 
till OAober, he feldom does till ]^ovember; and he muft 
ufe them in Auguft, becaufe the flock of laft year is e^auft- 
ed. Now, the digging a bowl of potatoes is by conftru£tion 
in the Eccleftaftical Courts» the fubftra^ion, not of the 
particular tithe, but of the tithes of the year : for fimpltcity 
of fuit they conftrue fubfbraflion of one prcedial tithe t4^ be 
fubftraflion of , the whole ; and for extent of power, that is^ 
for the fake of bringing tlie wIio|e under their jurifdi£tion^ 
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they conftrue potatoes to be proedial tithe. Thus the neceffi- 
tf of the year brings the pcaiant under the lafli of ecclefialK- 
cal aothorityi that great fcourge of the farmer. 

' ^* Tq thefe evils are we to add another, which is the 
principal fource of them all — the uncertainty of tithe — the 
foil tenth ever muft be oppreffive. 

<< A tenUiof your iand^ yourlabourj and your capital, to 
thofe who contribute in no ihape whatfoever to the produce, 
muft be oppreiEon ^ they only think otherwife, who fuppole 
that every thing is little which is given to the parfon — that no 
burden can be heavy, if it is the weight of the parfon) that 
landlords ihould give up their rent, and tenants the profits 
oftfaetr- labour, and ^11 too little ; but uncertainty aggra* 
▼ates that opprefGon, the full tenths ever muft be uncertain 
as well as oppreflive, for it b the fixed proportion of a fluc- 
tuating quantity, and unlefs the high prieft can give law to 
the winds, and afcertain the harveft^ the tithe^ like that bar- 
veft, muft be uncertain; but this uncertainty is aggravated 
by the pernicious motives on which tithe frequently rifes and 
falls. It frequently rifes on the poor — it falls in compHipept 
to the rich. It proceeds on principles the reverie of the gof- 
pel ; it croaches to the ftropg, and it encroaches on the 
feeble ; and is guided by the two worft principles in fociety, 
ferviiity and avarice united, againft the caufe of charity^ an4 
under the cloak of religion. 

1 

In the courfc of this fpecch, Mr- Grattan went into 
many particulars in proof of his aflertion^^— the nature, ef- 
feS, and origin of the tithe inftitution, the mode of redrefs 
he thought mdft applicable under exlftihg circumftances, and 
concluded thus — *< Let bigotry and fchifm, the zealot's fire, 
the high prieft's intolerance^ through all their difcordancy, 
tremble, while an enlightened Parliament, with arms of 
general proteAion, overarches the whole community, and 

roots 
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roots the proteftant aTcendency in the fovereign mercy of its 
nature ; laws of coercion, perhaps neceflary» certainly (e- 
vcre, you have put forth already, but your great engine of 
power, you have hitherto kept back ; that engine, which 
the pride of the bigot, nor the fpite of the zealot, nor the 
ambition of the high, nor the arfenal of the conqueror, nor 
the inqi^ifition with its jaded rack and pale criminal, never 
thought of: the engine which armed with phyfical and mo- 
ral bleffing comes forth, and overlays mankind by fcrviees ; 
the engine of redrefs — this is Government, and this the only 
dcfcription of Government worth your ambition. Were I to 
raife you to a great a£t, I fhould not recur to the hiftory of 
other nations ; i would recite your own afts, and iet you in 
emulation with yourfelves. Do you remember that night,^ 
when you gave your country a Free Trade, and with your 
liands opened all her harbours. — .That night when you gave 
her a Free Conftitution, and broke the chains of a century 
—while England, eclipfed at your glory and your ifland, rofc 
as it were from its bed, and got ncartr to the fun. In the 
arts that polifh life — the inventions that accommodate— the 
manufaftures that adorn it —you will be for many years in- 
ferior to fome other parts of Europe ; but, to nurfe a grow- 
ing people— to mature a ftruggling, though hardy cbmmuni- 
ty, to mould, to multiply, to confolidate, to infpire, and 
to exalt a young nation*, bcthefe your barbarous accomplifli- 
xnents ? 

« I fpeak this to you, from a long knowledge of your cha- 
rafter, and the various refources of your foul ; and I confide 
my motion to thofs principles not only of jufticc, but of firej 
which I have obferved to exift in yoor compofition, and oc- 
cafionally to break out in a flame of public zeal, leaving the 
minifters of the Crown in eclipfed dcgiadatbn. It is there- 
fore I have not come to you fumifiied merely with a cold 
mechanical plan ; but have fubmitted to your confideration 
the living grievan(;es«^oncciving thgt wy thing in the fliape 

of 
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of opprcffion made once apparent — opprcflioii tod of ^ peo- 
ple you have fct free — the evil will catch thofc warm fiif- 
teptible properties which abound in your mind,and qualify 
you for legiflation.*^ 

On the queftion whetheir this houfe Aiotlld go into the 
inquiry propofed by Mr. Grattanj ik diviiioh idok place and 
Ihc mcafure wa« rejc^cd by a majority of ;^a. 

What has been thiis far ftated, fliews the grievahces whittt 
thife Country — particularly amdngft the lower order of the 
t>eop)ei muft have felt with refped to the fub)e£t of tithes—* 
and if the meafures of redrefi propofed were not adopted — 
the difcuffioii of the queftion affdrded iufficient ground i6 
check the progref^ of the evil| and prevent the filture pra£iice 
of illegal im{>ofitioh.-<>4n this> perhaps it had a falutary e& 
fcft. 

On the 1 8th 0f April i ^88, the parliament was prorogued^ 
and did not meet again until the 5th of February 17999 
when the Lord Lieutenant in his ipeech, acquainted both 
houfes^ with the melancholy account of his Majefty^s indir* 
pofition, which rendered him unable to difcharge the necefla- 
ry duties of government.— And this neceflarily engaged the 
public attention — and parliamentary enquiry. 

On this event, the proceedings in this country and Great 
Britain^ bappen'd to take different dire£lions : we/fhall ftate 
what was hereupon done by the Irilh parliamentw^nd then 
make a few obfervations on the tranfaitioas in England. 

As foon as the isifiial addreis was voted in the Irifh parUa^« 
ment, Mr. Fitzherbert, the fecretary to the Lord Lieutenant^ 
moved the houfe of eotemons, « that the houfe Ihouldrefolve 
itfclf into a committee on the Monday fe'miight, to take in* 
to confideratfMf the ftate «f his majeft/s health.*' As the 
evident defign of Hds delay was to prevent the Irifli parhV 
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toent from coming to any rcfolutions relative to a regency, 
before the determinations pf the Britiih parliament could be 
propofed to them for their Concurrence, it was ftrongly op- 
pofed, as derogatory to the independance of that kingdom, 
and to the dignity and credit of its parliament. Mr. Grattan, 
therefore, propofed that the houfe ftould meet on the ncjrt 
Wednelday; and his amendment, after a long and warm de- 
bate, in which the adminiftration of the Lord Lieutenant was 
animadverted on with the greateft feverity, was carried by a 
m^ority of 128 to 74. 

At the fame time, a motion made by the cliancellor of the 
exchequer, for proceeding immediately upon the bufinefs of 
fupply. preparatory to the pafEng of the money bills, was 
negatived | and the conCderation of fupply put od*to the 12th 
of February, 

On Wednefday Ihe i itb, Mr. Conolly moved^ <hat an 
addrefs fhould be prefeiited to the prince of Wales, requeft- 
ing him to take on himfelf the government of that kingdom 
as regent, during his majeft/s incapacity. This motion gave 
rife to a long and viokht debate, in which the attorney gene- 
ral, Mr. Fitzgibbon, late chancellor of Ireland, eminently 
diftinguiihed himfelf in oppofition to the motion. It wias fup- 
ported by Mr. Grattan, Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. Curran, ando- 
ther eminent speakers % and was ultimately carried without a 
diviiidn* 

* On Monday the i6tb, the houfe of Lords being met pur* 
fuant to their laft adjournment, a motion for a further ad- 
journment was made, and rejefted. The earl of Charlemont 
then moved for an addrefs to the prince of Wales, fimilar to 
that voted by the commons ; which, after fome debate^ was 
carried by a majority of nineteen. A proteft was ehteredf 

figned by fevemetn lords. 

On 
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On Tuefday the iptb, both boufes waited upon the lord 
lieutenant with their addrefs, and requefted him to tranfmk 
the fame. With this requeft his excellency refufed to com- 
ply ; returning for anfwer,— -<< that under the imprefEoos he 
felt of his official duty, and of the oath he had taken, he did 
not Ctoniider himfelf warranted to lay before the Prince an 
addrefs, purporting to inveft his royal highnefs with powers 
to take upon him the government of thai realm, before he 
ihould be enabled by law fo to do ; and therefore was oblig- 
ed to decline tranfmitting their addrefs to Great Britain." 

Upon the return of the commons to their own houfe, and 
the anfwer of the lord being reported to them, Mr. Grattaa 
obferved, that in a cafe fo extremely new» it would be high- 
' ly improper to proceed with hprry or precipitation ^ the 
houfe was called upon to z£k with dignity, firmnefs and deci- 
Hon ; and therefore, that due time might be had for delibe« 
ration, he would move the qufcftidn of adjournment & the 
queftion was put and carried without oppofition. 

- On the day following Mr. Fitzherbert oioved, that the 
lord lieutenant's anfwer be entered on t!ie journals. 

^ Mr. Grattan faid, he was fatisfied to let the anfwer be 
entered on the journals, in order to make way for fome re« 
folutions which he intended to propofe, as neceflary to car- 
ry the intention of the two houfes into effe£t, and as a vindi- 
cation of thdr honour and conftitutional conduA. 

The anfwer being entered on the journals, Mr. Grattan 
moved, << That his excellency the lord lieutenant havmg 
thought proper to decline to tranfmit to his royal highnefs 
George prince of Wales, the addrefs of both houfes of parlia- 
ment, a competent number of members be appointed by this 

houfe to prefent the faid addrefs to his royal highnefs." 

The 
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The queftloh on Mr. Grattaii!s motioa was. then p«t| and 
jpafled without any divifiob ; whereupon he moved, << That 
Mr. Connolly do attend the lords with the iaid reiolution^ 
and acquaint thero, that this houfe requeft them to appoint 
members of their own body to join with the members of the 
commons in prefenting the faid addrefs." 

Thb alfo pafied witout any devifion i and Mh Cbqholly 
trent up to the Lords accordingly. / 

The meflage received iii reply was, ^< that the lords haci 
^< cdnciirf ed lit the refolution of the tommoiis, and had ap>^ 
^^ pointed his grace the dtike of Leihfter and the earl of Char- 
<< lemont to join with futh members as the comnibns fhould 
^' appoint to prefent the addrefs of both houfes to bis royat 
*' highnefi the prince of "Wales/* 

Mr; Grattan then mdved^ ^< that the right honourable 
*^ Thomas Connolly, right honourable J. O'Neil, right hcv 
«* nourablc W. B. Ponfonby, and J. Stewart, Efq; fhould 
^< be appointed commiiEoners on the part of the commons; 
i< foi* the purpofe of prefenting the addrefs to his royal high« 
«< nefs the prince of Wales." and they Were appointed ac-2 
cordinglf^ 

Thefe motions having pafled, Mr. Grattan them moved, 
^< that the two houfes of parliament had difcharged an in- 
^< difpetifable duty; iii providing for the third eftate of the 
*f Irifh cbnftittttioti (rendered incomplete through the king's! 
<^ incapacity) b^ appointing the princ< of Wales regent cf 
<« Irelahd." 

The motion was dppbfed principally on the groudd 'of its 
t}eing conCdered as the foundation of a vote of cenfureon the 
lord lieutenant ; and after a iong^del)ate; the hovlfe divided ; 
for the queftioa 1 30* againft it 7 1 • 

Voi-> It M Mr. Gratta^d 






Mr. Gfattan, after fome commdtts on the preceding <ie- 
Bate, and t;he decinon of the houfe, made another motion, 
Jri purport, •^ ThS*t it is the Opinion of this houfe, that the 
«« anfwer of hls fexcdllenty the lord lieutenant to both houfe^, 
^ in refilling to tranfmit the faid addrefs, is ill-advifed,'and 
« tends to convey an unwarrantable and unconftitutionai 
«« ccnfure on the conduft of both houfes.'* 

The attorney general mcJved, as an amendment, toprefece 
this rcfolution with the following words, ** that this houfe, 
f « uninformed of the motion that impreffed his excellency's 
*; mind, and unacquainted with his^ private inftruftions, or 
** the tenor of his oath," &c. 

V. r * 

The houfe being divided on this amendment, there ap- 
peared for it 78, againft it 1 19. ^ ^ 

Capt.Bxirgh then propofcd an amendment, to add the 
following words to the original refetutiiih, — ^ Inafmuch as 
<^ the faid lords have proceeded to appoint his royal highncfs, 
<« &c. illegally and unconftltutionally." This amendment was 
"negatived without a divifion. 

Mr. Grattan's original motion of cenfure was tti^ {>at i 
on which the houfe divided ; and there appeared for the 
motion 1 15, againft it '83. ' ' 

On the 25th the report of the feveral refolutions of the 
Committee of fuppiy being brought up, and.tihat which pro- 
vides for the payment of the intereft of the national debt, the 
annuities, and eftablifhmcnts, being read, Mr. Grattan pro- 
pofed, that the words <« for two months, ending the 26th 
« of May 1 789," he added. 

• Upon this occasion, Mr. Brownlow obferved, th^t though 
no party man, he thought is neceflary to proceed with qauti- 
on. Some difference had arifeti between his excenency the 

governor 



.governoF and the two bpuft?. He ibould n^ver forget thp 
affair of lbr4 Townfliend, who prorogued the paiHament, 
and protefted againft their proceedings, for the commons 
exercifing a right of originating bills of fupply ; a right in 
which lay the eflence of all thcar privileges. What lord 
Townlixend dii, Lord Buckingham might do, if they paff- 
td the fnpply for a ypar ; nayj he might and perhaps would 
diffolve them, and then how cottki they look at their confti- 
tuents ; who would fay, « You have deferved all this ; for 
'^^ when we put out purfe in your hands, you foolifhly let go 
i« the firings V 

Tht attorney general iaid, that be recoUeited the event 
referred to by the honourable gentleman ; and remembered 
tod, that the houfe voted an addrefs of thanks when ihey 
next met, which addrefs coft the nation half a million of 
inoncy. 

On thd qu eft ion being put, there appeared for the amiend-^ 
jnent, Ayes 104^ Noes 85. 

Mr. Grattstn then moved, that the army be provided for 
but to the a5th of May j which Was likewife carried, Ayei 
102, Noes 77. 

The committee of the two boufes arrived in London oh the 
85th, and the day following prefented their addrefs to the 
prince of Wales ac Carlton Houfe. As the convaleicent fiate 
of his majefty's health was at this time apparexit, his royal 
highnefsi after returning his warmeft thanks, for the ad-, 
drefs^ and e^preiOiing the fatisfaftidn he received from the 
. proof it afforded of their loyal atnd affe£lionate attachment 
to the perfon and government of the king^ acquainted theni 
^ith the fortunate change' that had taken place. Within a 
fe^ dayS) he. hoped, that the Joyful event of his majefty's^ 
refuming his government would enable him to give them^ 
.final anfweo and make it only neceffary for him to repeat 

M z thofc 
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thofd fentiments of gratitude and affection to the loyal and 
generous people of Ireland, which he felt indelibly imprints 
ed on his heart* 

On the 14th of March the lord lieutenant went in ftate to 
^he houfe of peers ; and having acquainted the two houfes 
with the king's recovery, addrefles of congratulation were 
immediately ^oted to his majefty. 

On the 23d, the members of the committee appointed to 
wait upon the prince of Wales, being returned to Dublin, 
reported to the two houfes the final anfwer of his royal 
highnefs [See State Papers,] ; which was ordered to be 
itiferted in their journals, and an addrefs of thanks was 
voted* 

N, 

We infert the following ftate papers, as further explanatory. 
of the proceedings in this kingdom, on the bujdnefs be- 
fore mentioned* 
* 

^ddrefspre/ented to tie Prince of Wdlcs^ Feb. 27, hy the Defe* 
^atesfrom hth Houfes of Parliament in Ireland* 

To his Royal Highnefs George Prince ^ Wales. ■^ 

THE humble addrels of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and knights, citizens, and burgeiTes, in parliament a{^ 
fembled* 
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^ay it pleafe your Royal Hi^br\efsf 

We, his Majefty^s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the lords 
fpiritual and temporal, and the commons of Irelana in par- 
liament aflembled, beg leave to approach your royal high- 
nefs, ^ith hearts full of the morf loyal and afteftionate at^ 
tachment to the perfon and government of your royal father, 
to exprefs the deepeft and moft grateful fenfe of the nume- 
rous blc£Gngs which we have enjoyed under that illuftrioiis 

•v houfe. 
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houfej whofe acceffion to the throne of thefe realms has e& 
tabliflied civil and conilitutional liberties upon a bafis which, 
we truft, will never be ihaken ; and at the fame time to con» 
dole with your royal highnefs upon the grievous malady with 
which it has pleafed Heaven to afiiiA the beft of fover-^ 
eigns. 

We have, however, the donfolation of reflefi:ing, that this 
fevere calamity hath not been vifited upon us, until the 
virtues of your royal highnefs have been fo matured as to. 
enable your royal highhefs to difcharge the duties of, an im- 
portant truft, for the performance wliereof, the eyes of all 
hi3 majefty's fubjefts of both kingdoms are dire^e^ tQ jqur 
rpyal highnefs. 

We therefore beg leave humbly to rcqueft, that your royal 
highnefs will be pleafed to take upon you the government of 
this realm, during the continuance of his majefty's prefent 
indifpofition, and no longer ; and under the ftyle and title 
of prince regent of Ireland, in the name and on the behalf 
^f his majefty, to exercife and adminifter, according to the 
laws and conftitution of this kingdom, all regal powers, 
jurifdiftions, and prerogatives, to the crown' and govern- 
ment thereof belonging. 

JProHjiofthe Peers of Ireland, who voted^ on Monday, Feb, 
16, agatnji the Addrefs to the Prince of Wales, requejl'mg h'ls^ 
Royal Highnefi to take upon him the Office of Fritice Regent^ 

J)ijfentieni^ 

ift. BECAUSE the addrefs in queftion 'to his royal 
highnefs the prince of Wales, is an addrefs, requefting that 
he Will be pleafed to take upon him the government of this 
realm in fuch manner as is therein mentioned, and to exer- 
cife and adminifter, according to the laws and conftitution 
of this kingdom, all royal powers, jurifdii^ion, and pi:ero- 
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gatives to iht crown and g6Vl5rnme(lt thereof belonging, 
without any law or authority whatfoeycr, that ire know of, 
authorizing him Co to ido. 

^ adly, Becliure we are apprehenfive that the faid addrefs 
may be conflrued to be a meafure tending to difturb and 
weaken that great conftitutional union, whereby, as fully 
declared, enaAed, and fpccified in fundry a£ls of parliament 
in this kingdom, this realm of Ireland is for ever united and 
knit to the imperial crown of England, and ^s a member, 
appending and rightfully belonging thereto, 

3dly. Becaufe, although in evW^ fehtiment of duty, affec- 
tion, and refpeft, towards his royal highncfs, we hold pur- 
felves, equal to, and will not be exceeded by, any ofthoft 
who join in the faid addrefs, or by any other perfon what- 
foever ; and arc, and ever ihall be, ready tt) lay down our 
lives and fortunes in the fupport and maintenance of the juft 
rights of our moft gracious fovereign, and of every branch 
of his royal and auguft family ; we cannot pay any compli- 
ment to his royal highnefs, or to any one, at the e3tpence of 
what we confider as great conftitutional principles; and wc 
cannot, (for fuch are the workings of duty, affeftion, and 
refpeft in our breafts,) join iq the faid addrefs, which may, 
- as we are appreheniive, bring difficulty and embarraffment 
upon his royal highnefs, already too much opprefled by th$ 
great calamity which hath befallen our jnoft gracious fove^ 
reign, his royal father. 
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For the fecond reafon id the foregomg pfotcft. 

And alfo, becaufe feeling every fentiment.of doty, rcipeft, 
and attachment to his royal highncfsthe . prince of Wales, 
and thinking him the only proper perfon to be appointed to. 
this high fbation, I confider, that to addrefa hisxoyal high- 
nefs t% accept the" regency oi this kingdom, before we have 
any authority to know^ that he is as yet appointed regent 
of. Great Britain, is inviting him to aflume a power, which 
under the a£tual and exi^ling conftitution of Ireland, he can^ 
not exerciie, inalmuch as by fiatute lo of Henry YU- no 
bill can receise the royal aflfent here, that is not certiiSed 
fcoin Great Britain under the great feal of £|iglaqd, and untti 
bis royal htghbefs ihall have authority to direct the ufe of 
that great feal, he cannot difcharge the fun^ilionsof the re- 
gal ofSce for Ireland. It is impoflible^ according to the laws 
and conftitution of this kingdom, that any perfon fhould be 
regent of Ireland, who is not at the fan^e time regent of 
Qreat Britain. 

1 ft. Becaufe, with an anxious dcflre that th^ regency of 
this ikingdom, during his majefty's indifpofition, fhould be 
conferred on his royal highttefs the prince of Wales in a 
manner moft expreffive of refpcft and afFeftion to his royal 
highuefs, and convinced that his royal highnefs will think 
that mode of appointment moft expreffive of duty and a^- 
fiefikion, which is conftitution.al, and muft conduce to pre- 
fcrve the connexion between Great Britain and Ireland in- 
feparabteyiwe* confider an addrefs of the two houfes of parlia- 
ment, purporting of its own/ authority, to confer royal pown 
cr, at a tim« when they are fully competent to pafs a bill for 
tiie fttrpofe of effe^ually providing for the exercife c£ the 

fame. 
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famCj to be a moft dangerous violation of th<s fundaoieQt^ 
principles of tbe ci^pftitutiop^ '* 

2dlj. Becaufe the connexion between Great Britain an4 
Ireland (on which the fafety of the tronftitution }n \church 
jand ftate depends) is preferved and maintained by the unity 
of tb^ executive power alone i and y^t tbe addrefs pcppofed 
by the refolution now paSed, is t9 appoint his royal high- 
neis regent of Ireland, without our being certa>n that his 
royal highneis \s or will be regent of Great Britain, and with- 
out making any proviiion, that \xis royal highnefs (hall not 
fcpntinue to be regent of Ireland longer thap he fhall be re- 
gent of Great Britain ; Thus 'expofing to chance and acci- 
dent the preferyation of the only bound of that eonhexioi^ 
between tlie countries^ upon whicl>^ll that is dear to i^s, de^ 
pends, and making a precedent that may be pf the moft hta^ 
confequence to pofterity, 

Ttrone. Wm. Q5SORT W, I^EiGHLiNandFEiilis 
Bellamont. 

DiJentUnt^ 

I'or the firft reafop in the proteft immediately preceding. 

And alfo, bccaufc we ccfnfidcr, tb^t if by virtue of this ad- 
drefs alone^ hi^ royal highpefs the pripce of Wales (hall take 
fipon himfelf the regal powers of this kingdom, his royal 
highnqfs wiU by fuch afliimption be drawn in to decide upoa 
an important conftitutional <jueftipn, equally ai^fting Gre^ 
Biritajn and Irelaiid, 

And alfoj becauie we coniider thefe words in the addre&j» 
ff and no longer,'^ as unneceSary, and at the fame timedifrer- 
pef^ful to the Erince of Wales, tending tp convey an ide^ 
that this ^oqntry can confer, or that the Prince might continue 
^Q boW oyer t^e ppiyers of a regent for a longer time'than 

the 
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the continuation .of the king's indifpofition incapacUatdd his 
Majcfty from being r^ftorcd tb th^ full e3j;ercife of the pow* 
ers appertaining to the <;rown of Qreat Bf itftin and Ireland. 

CA^HAMPTOlir (JoNYNGIfAM. 

\/lnfwer oftU Lcrd Lieutenant to the addrefs of both HoufeSy re* 
quejling him to trunfmit their Addrefs to the Prince of Wales. 

Miji Lor^s Qnd Genthn^en% 

UNDER the impreffion i»hich I feeJ of my official duty, 
and of the oath which I have taken as chief governor of 
Ireland, I am obliged to decline j^ranfmitting this addrefi 
|nto Great Britain,, 

For I cannot confider myfclf warranted to lay before the 
Prince of Wales an addrefs, purporting to inveft his royal 
highnefs with powers to take upon him the government of 
this realm, before he fhall be enabled by law fo to do. 

frotefi of the Minority in the Irifh Houfe of Lords ^ ^goiifi the 
Refolutlons voted Feb. jp, ajferting the right of both houfes to 
^clare a Prince Regent. 

Diffeniient^ 

BECAUSE the undoubted right, and the indifpenfablc 
duty, declare4 ip the faid reioiution to have been exercifed 
and difcharged by the lords and commons of Ireland, and to 
vhich it is alluded they are alone competent, do not, in any 
legal or (bund fenfe, appear to us to have any escidence — 
And becaufe the afluming a right in the lords and commons 
alone, to confer upon his royal highnefs the prince of Wales 
the government of this kingdom, under the ftyle and title 
of prince Regent of Ireland, in the name and on the behalf 
pf his Majefly, to exercife and adminifter, according to the 
^w$ and conftUutioA of this kingdom, all regal powers and 

prerogatives 
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prerogatives to lift} crowii and govcrDmcnt thereof bclongiog, 
or the addrcfBng'hls royal hrghnefs to take upon himfelf 
fuch- goiFcrnment in manner aforefaid, before he be enabled ' 
by law fo to do, feems to U3 altogether unwarrantable, and 
to be highly dangerous in its tendency to difturb and break 
the conilitutional uniof>, whereby this realm of Ireland is for 
ever l^nlt and united 'tp.tbe imperial crown of England, on 
which connexion the happinefs of both kingdonis effentially 
depends ; and we are the more apprehenfive of danger, left 
the fo doing fhould be confidered is tending to the preju- 
dice, difturbance, or. d^ro^ation of the King's majefty in^ 
0^ or of tb^ crown Qf thi^ r^alm of Ireland, 

LifFORD, C. Hillsborough Wm. Ossory 

VALElfTIA COURTOWN MoRNINGTON 

tiONGFORD AlTAMONT Q^ L. KiLMORE 

J. Clogher Ranelach W. I^eiqhlin &. Fern^* 

Bellamont Powerscourt Glandore 
Mt. Morres Enniskillen R. Dublin 

CoWYNGH-AM TyI^ONE LanESBOROUGH 

BecTIVE ChETWYND CARHAtMl»TON 

Harberton. 

ProUji of the Lords agajnft the Vote of Cenfure on the I^rd 

Lieutenant, 

Dijfentlenty 

BECAUSE, when his excellency tSic lord lieutenant, hhi 
Majefty's reprefentatiye here, hath told us, that under the 
impreffion f)f his official duty, and of the oath tbat he hath 
taken as chief governor of this kiogdom, he is obliged ta 
decline tranfraitting to Great Britain the addt«£fes of both 
honfes of parlian)ent. to his royal highnefs the Prin(;e of 
Wales, it doth not confift .with that decorum, with that jot 
tkc, and with that grave proceeding, with which thb hoa% 
tlitf great and derniere court of joftice^ iho^uM ever aA> » / 

. proceed 
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^ proceed to a condemnation and cenfuit' of his excellency, 
without being allonviid to enquire and ^^^ ^n^^ t^e conftitu-' 
tion of his oflite, or into his oatb :— ahd beCdes we cannot 
.cotifider it as a Want of rcfpe£V to his royal highnefe the 
Prince of Wales, the not tranfmitting the faid ;|4drcfs to 
him> as It would ^jpofe Ws royal highnefs to difficulty and 
tembarraflinent, by faying him under the' difagreeaWe ne- 
^effity of deciding upon great, legal, and conftitutional 
principles, in which his royal highnefs's futnre Interefts^ 
and the rights of that imperial crown which he is born to 
inherit, m^y be vtety deeply concerned r-rrand, moreover, wc 
conceive this hf>ufe ought ever tp l>e mindful of the fta- 

■ 

tion in which the conftitution hath placed it, aiid ought to 
pefitk every thing which partakes of intemperance and except* 
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Jf^m. Offory 

Cpurtown 
Longjord 
J?. Dublin 
JBeffive 
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Hilljborou^h 

Mountmctres 

Morningtor^ 

Tyrone 

Lanfjborough 

Bellamont 

Ranelagh 



pQWerfcottri 

Vaientia 

!^nn'i/kUlen 

Glatklore 

Carhampton 

Harberton 

G. Lewis Rilmore 

W, Leighlin and Ferns* 



^npmrofthe Prince of Wales to the Addrejs prefented by tie 
fif legates of the two houfes of parliament of Ireland* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

» 

THE addrefs from the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
commons of Ireland, which you have prefented to me, dc- 
fnands my warmeft and earlieft thanks. If any thing could 
stdd to the efteem and afieflion I have for the people of 
Ireland, it would be the loyal and affe£Honate attachment 
%o the perfon and government of the JSangi my £&ther# 
|iaianifefted in the addrefs of the tw6 houfes. 

What 
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What they hstv^dgne, and tbejr mtnner of doing it, is a 
ntvr proof of their UMimiaifhcd duty to^Jbis Majcftyi of their 
uniform attachment to tVe houfc of Bruhfwick, and their 
conftant attention to maWain invidlate the concord and 
connexion between the kingdoniR of Gr^t. Britain and Ire- 
land, fo indifpenfably neccffary totbcprofpcrity, the happi-. 
Defsj ^nd the iibertie^ of both,. 

If in conveying my grateful fentiments on their coodu£tj^ 
in relation io the King, my father, and to the infeparablc 
iptcreft of the two kingdoms, I find it impofEble to exprefs 
adcq^iaately my feelings op what relates to.myfelf, 1 truft you 
will not be the lefs difpofed ^o believe, that I have an under- 
ft^mding to cqn^ipi-^end the value of what they have doncn 
a heart that mud remember, and principles that wiU d(^ 
fuSer me to ^bufe th^ir confi4eixcc* - ■ - 

But the fortunate change which has taken place in the 
circumftance which gave occafipn to 'the addrefs agreed ta 
by the lords and commons of Ireland, induced me to delay, 
for a few days, giving a final anfwer, trufting, that the joy-^ 
ful event of his majefty's refuming the perfonal exercife o( 
his royal authority, . may then .render it only ncceffary for 
me f o repeat thofe fentiments of gratitude and afFe^lion ta 
the loyal and generous people of Ireland, which I feel in- 
delibly imprinted on my heart. ^ / 

Second anfwer of the Prince of Wales to the Deputation fr^m ioth 
houfes of the parliament of Ixthxii.* March I2. # 

My Lords ^and Gentlemen, 

THE happy event of the King^s recovery, and the confe- 
quent re-aflumption of the exercife of his aufpicious govern-. 
Uient, announced by his royal commiffioii for declaring tlie 
further caufes of holding the parliament of Grea,t Britain, 

has 



lias done away Aa melancholy necefflty Which gave ri(e to 
the arrangement propbfed by the parltaroent of Ireland; btit 
nothing can obliterate from my membiy and my gratitude, 
the pt-inciplcs upon which that arrangement was made, and 
the circumftances by which it Was attended* 

I confider your getieroils ^indnefs to his Majefty's royal 
iamily, and the provifion you xtiade for preferving the au- 
thority of the crown in its conditutional energy, asthe onoft ' 
unequivocal proof which could be given of your aflfcftionate 
loyalty (to the King, at the time when, by an afiiifling dif- 
penfation of Providence, his government had fuSered an in- 
termifiion, and bis hoi^fe was deprived of its natural pro- - 
teftor. 

I ihall not pay fo ill a compliment to the lords and com- 
mons of Ireland, ais to fuppofe that they were miftaken in 
their reliance on the*|F moderation of my views and the 
purity of my intentions: A manly confidence, direAing 
the maimer of proceedHig toward thofe who entertain fenti- 
ments becoming the high fituation to which they are born, 
iizrniihes the 101O& powerful motives to the performance of 

^ their duly; at the fame iime that the liberality of fentimcnt ^ 
which, in. conveying a truft confers an honour, can have no 
iendency to relax that provident vigilance and that public 

Jealoufy which ought to watch over the exercife of power. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

Though full of joy for the event which enables me to take 

leave of you in this manner, perfonsklly, I cannot but regret 

your departure : — I have had the o{^portunity of acquiring 

a knowledge 6f your private <hat^^rd, and it Iks added to 

the highefteem .which I had before entertained for you on 

account df your public merits; both hare made you the 

worthy reprefentatives of the great bodies to which you be- 
knff. 
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1 am confident tbat I need not add my earn£:ft tetommen^ 
dation to the' parliaineot and people of Ireland to ^ntinue 
to cultivate the faafoiony of the two kingdoms, ti^hieh iji 
their mntual perfeA freedom trill find the clofeft as weU as 
happieft bond of their connexion. 

Addrtfs 9f the heufe «/' Commons of Ireland to the Prince of 
Wales, voted Marcl^ Z0| o» Qccqfton of thefiml anfwer of bis 
Royal Highnefi* 

May it pleafe your Royal Highnefsi 

WE, his Majefty's moft dutiful and Idjral futjcdis, the 
commons of Ireland in parliament afTembled, beg leave to 
oiSer to your royal highnefs our warmed thanks for your ann 
fwer to our addrefs. 

With hearts overflowing with the liverreft joy, we con-^ 
gratulate your royal highnefs upoii the happy event of the 
King's recovery, and the confeqtit|3l re-affumption of the 
cxercJfe of his aufpicious government; an event highly pleaf* 
ing to thefubjefts of the whole empire, -but peculiarly grate- 
ful to a nation fo highly indebted to their meft excellent fo- 
vereigfi duriRg tiie whole courfe of his reign ; and we rejoice 
In the refleftion that the father of his people is bleflTed with 
a fon, who is likely, in the fullnefs of time, to continue to 
his MajeRy's byal and affisftionate fubjefts of Ireland the 
blelGng of his government* 

. 7'jiv)roiigh)y if 99^^115 ^^1x4- nothing cap ^dd more to that 
:ffte;Bfn-whr§hy4>^r rpy^^bigbiieis Jbas bcenpleafed tcexprcfs 
^ the t«fio hfmk^ of p9arl)9i9«nt» tbs|D ihe^ loyftl aod af- 
^^cift^e attiMchmei)t t/^ ibe per(ip(^, :9p/^ gpf^^xau^eat of tl^e 
rfi^iQg, we will fic^dity p^tfyvetc in thofc ^pipiciples of duty, 
Jip^iky, :««4 ^^s^n, whicb h9!?e/p l^pfAy ft^ra^m^^ 

We 



We fee& tht higbeft^ rari^faf^ion in finding that what wc 
have done, and our mztiacr of doing it, have received your 
appfobatioifi aDfd^tliacyotU-roy^l highnefs is pleafed to conil- 
der our conduft as a. proof of our tmdiminifhed duty to his 
MajeftV) our uniform attavhm^nt to the houfe of Brunfwick, 
and our conftant tare and attention to maintain inviolate the 
concord and conndSioir between the Kingdoms of Great BrV- 
t«in and Ireland^, tviddi'v^ecoafidcr as indifpenfabiy nece^- 
ry to the profperity, happinefs, and liberties of both ; and 
we beg leave to affurc your royal highnefs, that from thofc 
prhiciples we flialtneve^ depart. •• 
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We are happy to ftiid that your "royal highnei^ confideit 
our juft attention to his'Majefty*si-oyal hmWjf arid the pro^ 
vifion madfe by os for preferving the authority of the crowa 
in its conftitutlonal energy, as the mofi unequivotfrl proofe 
which could be given of our affe£Honate loyalty to the beft of 
fovcrcigns, at the melancholy period when, by an affltAiitfg 
difpenfation of Providence, his government had fuffcred an 
intermiflion, and hi^ illuftrious houfe was deprived of its 
great and natural proteftor. 

We have the jufteft reliance on the moderation of the 
views and putity of the intentions of your royal highnefs, 
and we have the fulleft conviftion in otir hilnds, that any 
trufl: which could have the moft diilant tendency to relax 
that provident vigilance ;Mid pnblic jealoufy which ought to 
w^tch over the exercife of power, would not have been ac- 
ceptable to the exalted fentiments of your Foyal highnefs, 
whofe underflanding and principles are rendered more valua- 
ble by the generous and affcAionate heart which animates 
their diftatcs. 

We ^an vith <he greateft tmth moft foieouily afiTure your 
ffoyal-highnds, that it is the ardent wiih'of the parliament 
and pd9pie of i^Iiad to ^siMitioue to tultrwe the JuurmoQjf 

and 
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and iofeparable ihtereff of the two fctog4oin$'; firitily tbn^ 
vinced that in their mutual perfeA freedoax they will find 
the clofeft as well as the happieft bond of their conne£lion ; 
and we offer onr warmeit ackoditledgments to your royal 
highnefs fot your recommendation td us to perferere in fucb 
^ conduft, and coniider your roy^l highnc fs's tecommenda^ 
tion> (b worthy the high ftation in which you are placed, as 
an additional prgof of your attention to the welfare of botk 
countries. 

Wc aflure your, royai highnefs, that if any thin^ cool<!^ 
aJd to the exultation of our minds at tl^e happy event of the. 
♦ccovcry of our moft beloved fover€ign» it woujd be the 
l>Iearore which we feel in reflcfling, that the heir to hie' 
Majefty's crowns inhi^rits the virtues of his royal father-— 
virtues wiii^h every part of your royal bighnefs's conduft^ 
during the late melancholy and trying occafion» has placed 
in the moft illuftrious point of view; and the repeated 
majrks of gracioufnefs and condefcenfion^ with which you^ 
royal highnefs has been pleafed to honour the two houfes of 
parliament, muft ever remain impreffed in the moft indelir- 
ble characters of afie£lion and gratitude on the hearts of thtF 
people of Ireland. 

[An addreli to the fame effeft was voted by the lords.] 

Frotejl a^ainjl the addrefs of Thanhs to the Prince of Wales, vot^^ 
ed in the Irifh Hmfe^f Lords ^ March 23. 

Dijentienff 

BECAUSE, although defirous to cxprefs bur humble 
thanks to his^ royal highnefs the Prince of Wales> for his 
gracious anfwer to the addrefs of both houfes of parliament, 
and that to a degree which might induce us to pafs over the*^ 

^parture whkb there feems to be in the mode and form Qf 
.tbi$ addrefs from the ufual courfe and proceeding of parlia- 

'< < ment| 
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mmAf yetvt^aoaot agree tn tkta ^/iiirtCs^ v^hkh doth not 
cpnfiftv as WB conceiTe^ vrith: tkofe conftittttional principlcf 
which are maintained in por protein of Febniary lafi| and 
to which we adhere. 

lASbtd, <X R. Dublin. Ranelagli 

Chetwynd Longford AUamont 

^arbertoii Tyrone Lanefborougli 

Wm. Oflbry Qlando^e Mpuntmorres. 

I ft, 9ccaufe the uniform and regular pra£lice in this hpufb 
hfZS been as appears from its earlieft recordsj^ to pafs a (hort* 
vote of thanks for anfwers from the King tQ addrefles of this 
boufe) tQ tie l^id before his Majefty by the lord lieutenant. 

. ^dly, ikcaure that, on the lath of Ilecembter iJiSt ^' 
committer which had been appointed to draw up an addrefs 
of thanks to hi$ Mayefty ]Sang George the Firfl;, for his 
gracious anfwer to a congratulatory addrefs upon I^is acceili- , 
on^ were difcharged from that duty, and a fhort vote of 
thanks for his Majefty's gracious anfwer was pailed, to be « 
tranfmitted by the lord lieutenant y Gnce which time this 
methodof proceeding has uniformly prevailed, except in the 
inftances of anfwers which complied wifh requefts frpm this; 
houfcj or where roy^l aflTurance had been given of fome 
great national benefits beftowed, or intended to be conferred^ 
upon this country ; in which cafes, addrefTe^ of thanks have 
been prefented^ of which only eight inftances appear upon, 
the journals of this hpufe. 

3dly. Becaufe the firft inftance of an addrefs of this de«-^ 
fcription> the i8th of Auguft 1709, was in confequence of 
Iier Majefty Queen Anne having complied in her anfwer with 
a rcqneft of th,is houfe conveyed by an addre by and on the 

Vol. it N . lath 
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nth of December 1723, another inftance oeciir» of » fimk 
lar addrefs of tkanks, qpon the iroyal afliirance of. the iiuend- 
cditvpcatiqa of Wood's patent:. 

4thl7» Becaufe that, on the 14th of December 1763, ao 
addrefs, or vot^ of thanks, does not appear upon the journals^ 
{n confequence of^her Majefty'« moft gracipus ^nfaret to a 
congratulatory addrefs upon her marriage. 
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jthly, Becaufe, although I^is rojal highnefs's anfvrer to 
fhe addrefs of this houfe is moft polite and graciot^s, yet it 
cannot be proved that any folid national benefit could be de- 
rived from it ; and though it muft be th^ wifh and defire of^ 
every loyal fubjeA to pay every mark of refpe A to his royal 
)iighnefs, and to every branch of the royal bmilyi I cannot 
agree to a mode of proceeding which indicates a greater 
cpmpliment, and a greater de^ee of attention^ than have 
qfualiy been paid t^ his Majeft^ and tp his royal prede,^ 
fpflbrj* 

6thly^ Becaufe the fuppofed ^xigcnfy of the ftate^ which 
originated the proceedings upon a regency, is no more, and 
confequently the meafure fhould no longer be preferved in 
public contemplation by addre0es from parliament, which 
may have a mifchievous tendency in future. And becaufe^ 
laftly, that the late ^ife, political, and judicious proceedings 
of the parliament of Great Britain afford a memorable exam- 
pie well worthy of regard and attentipn, where proceed- 
ings upon the regency were fufpendedf upon the report of 
his Majefty's convalefcence, and difcharged and done away 
upon th« happy and fatbfa£lory confirmation of his Majefty's 
perfed recovery and complete rereftablifhmcnt. 
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Ueech of tjj^ |ip^ Lieutenant to both houffs of Partiament, 

March 14. 

Jkfy Lords and Gentlemen^ 

WITH the maft heartfelt fttisfaftion, I take the earlieft 
(^porta^it; to ioform you^ in obedience to the Kin^s cqm« 
mands, that it has pleafed pivine Providence to remove 
from him the fevere indifpofit\Qn with which he has been 
affllAed ; and that> by the blefling of Almighty God, he is 
now agata enabled ta attisndto the urgent concerns of his 
^ingdoms;, and per^aHytaexercife. the royal authority. 

Gtntltmen of the Hoi^ ofGomnumix 

* 

I have fubmitted to his SSajefty's confideration the fuppti0% 
wrhich you have sikea^y granted for the immediate exigent 
aes of th^ public iervicci and the performance of the nation^ 
^1 engagements ; and I am commanded by his Majefty to 
exprefs. his perfect confidence in your readinefs to make fuch 
iarther provifion as {hall be necefiary for the ufual (upport pf 
|li9 Majefty's government. 

• .. . ' 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

1 have it particularly in charge from hb Majefty to aiHire 
you^ that the profpenty of his loyal and faithful people of 
Ireland from, whom hh Majefty had repeatedly received the 
firongeft prooil of afieftionate^ attachment to his facred pcr- 
fon, will be ever near to his hearty and. that his Majefty is 
fully perfuadcd, that your zeal for the public welfare will 
enable him to promote, by every wife and falutary mcafure^ 
the interefis of tbk kingdom. 

I cannot conclude this communication to you without ex- 
|»reffing my fulleft conviAion, that his Majefty's faithful 
parUamem of Ireland does Qot yield to any of his fubjefts in 

Q^cere 
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fincere and devout acknewledgmenU to AUni^ty Gqd for 
the reftoration of his Majefty's beiKh and in fervent prayer^ 
that a long continuance of that l^lefiing may fecure to thq 
people the happinefs which they have conftantly enjoyed un- 
der his Majefty's mild and aufpicious goyejrnment. 

Addrefs of the Boufe of Lords ^Ireland id hUMajefiy^ 

I * 

MoJI gracious Soverei^^ 

WE, yopr Majefty'« moft ^w^iful and loyal rwbie£b,. U^ 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in parliament aflemblcdj cni-^ 
brace, with unfeigi^ed ai^d lively joy, this .opporttinity o( 
renewing tq your Majef^y our np^oft dutiful and fiocere pro* 
fei^pns of unalterably loyalty 9n4 a^<s^ionate attachment 
to your Majefty^s ^cred ge^pn, family, and government ; 
and of afl^ring your Majefly, that we ^nd ourfelves unequal 
to exprefs the ardent feelings of our hearts at the joyfiii 
communication, which, hy your I^aiefty's command, has 
been made to us, that it has pleafcjd tfee Divine l^rpvidence 
to remove from your Majefty the fevere indifpontion with 
IRrhich you have been afflifted, and that ydi; are liow again 
enabled to attend to the urgent cpr^cerns of your ^ingiloms, 
and perfonal|y to exercife your royal authority ; that, for 
thefe fignal marks of Diviri^e favour, we (hall not ceafe tq 
popr out the lively effufipns of gfj^tjtudeapd t^jankfgiviagtQ 
the Almighty, who has youcbfafed, in the plenitude of lii^i 
rnercy and goodnefs, to reftora our beloved^ i^warch to th^^ 
fervent and united prayers of his pcpple- 

We gratefully acknowlege your ]W[ajefl:y-s gpodpefs, ii\thq 
aflurance you have been pleafed to give us, that the; proC* 
perity of your loyal and faithful fubjeds of this kingdoo^ 
muft ever lie near ^p your heart* 
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We iiiill endeavour to juftify the confiden^is i^hich yout 
Majefty is pleafed to repofe in your parliament of Ireland, 
t>y a theerfiil (*bncurre^ce in JTiicb Wife and faliitary mea- 
fures as may isnabtie ybtir Majefty to fulfil your gracious in- 
tentions of promoting the general interefts and happinef^ of 
all your dbthihibn^* , 

We beg leave htimbly to aiTure yoiir Majeftyy tbat, feii*' 
fible of the happiriefs which lire have conftantly enjbyecf un- 
der yotii* j^ajefty^ft mild and aufpicious government, we dd 
ft»t yidd to any of your people in the fincerity with which 
#eofier up our devout acknowledgments to Almighty God 
tor your Majefty -s happy reftoration to your fdrmer health ; 
and that we ihall ttnceafitigly filpplicate the Divine Provi- 
dence for a long and uninterrupted continuance of that in* 
Isffimable bleffing* 

jHi'i Majifly^s Anfwer* 

bis Majefty irefceives with the greateft fatisfaaion the 
dutiful and loyal addrefs of the lords fpiritual and temporal^ 
in parliament aflembled. 

i 

iiis Majefty acecpts in the ffloft gracious marincf the re* 
Ward of their profe£Sons of affectionate attachment to hii 
jperfon^ family, and gbvernment, and feels with the greateft 
fcnfibility tixe yHjiA expreffibns of their hearts upon the 
interpbfitions of Divine t^rovidence^ in reftoring him again 
to the perfbnal etercife Df his royal functions. The happi- 
tiefs ahd proijierity of his faithful ftibje£ts in Ireland are ob- 
jects very bear his Majefty^s heart ; and he confides in the 
MTifdoni of the parliament of that kingdom, that they will 
]purftie fuch meafures as will enable him to fulfil his intenti* 
Ml of iiromotiifig th<^ general interefts of all hi$ dominions. 

Addrtft 



190 coHectdhea p^ntiot* 

Addnff of the Houfe rf Commons oflxt\xDA to bis JUb/^/iy* 

M^ gracious Sovertign^ 

We, your Majcfty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje£b, the 
Commons of Ireland, in parliament ailembled, beg leave to 
lay before your Majefty our alTurances of the fihcere and . 
cordial fatisfiiAion with which we are penetrated, on hemg 
informed from the throne, by your Majefty's command, that 
it has pleaied the Divine Providence to remove from yo«r 
Majefty the ievere indifpoiition with wh;ch you have beeC 
affli Aed i and that, by the blefling of Almighty God, you 
are now again enabled to attend to the urgent concerns of 
your kingdoms>^ and perfonally to exerciie your Toyad attthd* 
rity^ 

Your Majefty entertains a juft confidence that we (hall 
cheerfully proceed in making fuch provifion as may be oe* 
ceftary for the honourable fupport of your Majefty^s govern* 
ment. 

We (hould be dead to every generous feelings, fliould w6 
omit to acknowledge your majefty's unceaiing folicitude for 
the iaterefl:s of Ireland, or to fecond, by every falutary ef« 
fort, your benevolent wiflies for the welfiare of your people. 
The numerous bleftings derived to this kingdom from your 
Majefty^s auffHcious reign» are deeply imprinted in our bo<- 
foms ; and, fenftble as we are of the ineflimable value o£ 
thdr benefits, we beg leave to repeat to your Msgefty, upoa 
this joyful "^occafion, bur moft fincere profeffions of refpeft 
and attachment to your royal perfon, family, and govern* 
ment* 

"We conclude thefe our fervent congratulations with de^ 
vout acknowledgment to the Almighty for this fignal in- 
ftance of his goodnefs in reftoring our' beloved monarch to 

the 



the prajFcrs «rf an affliacd people. Our gratitude fdr fuch a 
titlark of the Divine favour is only equalled by the ardency 
of our wiihes for" the continuance of your Majefiy's heakbi 
knd that your Majefty .may enjpy that invaluable bleffiog du<» 
Hng a long and happy reign. 

His Majeflfs Anfweh 

Mis Majefty jhankis his faithful Commons for ttieir loyal 
and affedtionate addref$, and. for their affurances of the 
fincere and cordial fatisfaffcion whicH they feel on the inter- 
pdfition of Divine Providence in removing from bini the ie^ 
Tere indifpofitioii with which he has been afBifted- 

Nothing can be^ more fatisfeftory to his Majcfty than thc5 
difpofitjon exprefled by the houfe df Commons cheerfully to 
j^toceed lid hiaklng fuch proVifioiis as are neceflary fdr the 
honourable fupport of his Majefiy's gdveriim^fat. 

He ^receives v^ith tire greateft pleafure the acknowledge 
meUts of the hoUfe of CouUBons of their fenfe of the folici- 
tude which his Majefty can never c^afe to oitertain for the 
interefts of Ireland, as well as their profeiEons of refpeA and 
attachment; to his perfon§ family, and govcmmenti 

We ihail how-^tiricfly flEatc the proceedings lirhicli toolfe 
jplace in Great Britain on this melautholy occafiou 

Oathe 16th of Decembefi Mir. Pitt nloved the follchving 
Irefoltttions in the houle of Commons which were carried 
after much debate^ in a committee of the whole houfe. 

I. <^ That it is tfie opinion of this committee, that his 

Majefty is prevented by his prefent indifpbfition from cdming 

id his parliamient and from attending to public biifinefs j and 

f hat the perfonal exercifc^pf th^ royal authority is thereby 

ifor tl^^ pfefcnt interrupted.'* 

"" ' a* « Thab 



1^2 Cotteaahea Jpolfttcd* 

'.a. «< That it Is the opinion of tbb comimttee» that it is 
the right and duty of the Lords fpirttual and temporal and 
Commons of Great Britain now aiieiiibled, and lawfully, 
follyand freely reprefenting. all the eftates of the people of 
this Realm, to provide the meaiis of fupply ing the defe£l of 
the perfonal exercife of the royal authority ariiing from his 
Majefiy's faid indifpofition, in fuch manner as the exigency 
of the cafe may appear to require/' 

3. '< That for this purpofe, and for maintaining entire 
the conftitutlonal authority of the King, it is neceilary that 
the faid Lor,ds fpiritual and temporal and Commons of Great 
Britain fhould determine on the means whereby the royal 
aflent may be pafled by the two houfes of parliament, refpe£t« 
ing the exercife of the power and authority of the Crown^ 
an the name and on the behalf of the King, during the con- 
tinuance of his Majefly's prefect indifpofitioQ.'' 

. On the 30th of January following, the following yefolnti- 
)ons which had been previotifty pflffed by the Lords and Com- 
iaons were preftnted to the ftiifCc of Wales. 

RESOLYED, that for tfaepurpofe of providing for tbe 
exercife of the royal authority, dwag the continuance of his 
Majefty's illnefs, in fuch manner, and to fuch extent, as the 
pretent circumftances and the urgent concerns of the naticm 
appear to require, it is expedient that his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales, being refideftt withhi the realsti, fhall 
be empowered to exercife and admlnifter the royal IMlthority, 
according to the lawi» and conftitution of Great Britain, in the 
name and on the behalf of his Majefty, and under the ftyle 
and title of regent of the kingdom ; and to ufe, execute, and 
perform, in the^name and on the behalf of his Majefty, all 
authorities, prerogatives, aAs of government, and admint* 
fbration of the fame, which belong to the king of this realm 

to 



to ofe> etetut^e, 4ind perform, according to the btri thereof, 
fubje£l tb fuch limiutiom and exceptions as fluU bt pro*^ 
Tided. ' 

Reiblved, that the power» fo to be given to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, Ihall not extend to the grant- 
ing of any rank or dignity of the peerage of the realhi to any 
perlon whatever, except to his Majefty's royal ifliie frho 
fltall have attained ilk full sige of twentf-one years. 

Refolved, that the faid pt>wers ihoiild not extend to the 
granting of any o£ce ^hateirer inreverfion, or'tothep^Ml* 
ing.of any office, felary, or penfion, for any.otber tf^m*thM 
during his Majefiy's pkafui^, except feeli offices as »e bf 
law required to be granted for life, or diifkig good ht« 
haviour. 
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Uefolved; that the faid powers fhould not extend to the 
granting of any part of his Majefty's real or perfonal eftatq^ 
except fo far as relates to die xtoewal of Ijeaies; . " . ' 

Rerolved, that the care of liis Majefty's Royal Perfpfif 
during the continuance of his majefty's iUnefii Ihould be 
committed to the Queen's moft excellent Majefty ; .aqjld that 
her Majefty Ihould have power to remove from, and to 
nominate s(nd appoim fuch perfons as ihe (hall thini: pl-oper^ 
to the fet^eral oibccs ih hisfnajefty^s houfi^hold ; aUd to difl 
pofe, order, and manage all other tntitters and thiilgs rdat« 
ing to the ckre df his Majefty's Royal perfon, during the 
time ^forefkid t and that for the better enabling her Majefty 
to difeharge this iinpoi*tant truft, it is atfo expedient that a 
tbuncil ihduld be appointed, to advifb ^d affiflher Majefty . 
in the feveral matters aforefaid, and with power from iime 
to time, asthey fciay fee ca^fe,* to enipine ttpM oath the 
.^hyftcian& and oth^ attending lus Mlie%'s royil fierfiNb 
touching liie fti^ ^^Mstlf ft]^4 hlllth^ iml»U VXVtMi^ 

^tiyetl^ereto. JUt 
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llefolved, that a committee be appointed^ to attemi hU 
Royal Highnefs the Priace of Wales with the refolution^ 
whkh ha4 been agreed to by the l/ordsc tind Cdmnton^ for 
the purpofe t)f fupplyiag the deftO. of the perfonal elcrcUS 
of the royal authority during his inajefiT's ilhiefs^ by irar- 
pdweriog' his Royal Highnefi to exereife fuch authority ia 
the name and on the behsdf of his Majefty, iubjeft to* tMi 
limitations and reftri£lions which the circumftances of the 
ttfe irpp^r at pMent to re^iiirtf ; and fhat fbe committee do 
ttprtfs the hope which the Lords fpirtfeiial and temporaf^ 
tnd Gofflinonsi entertain, that his Royal Highnefsi from his 
teg^ t# the kfteMfttoTbis Majefty and the nation, will b<* 
l«ndytc^ul|(ktt«kethft wei^ty andid)|>ortatf tnift propofedr 
to be invefted in his Royal Highnefs, as foon as an aQ of _ 
parliament (hall have been pafled for carrying the faid Re^ 
\nti6n into cffeft, 

Troffft of the torjs^ vuHo voted onFridajf ^anuarj 23, againft 
agreeing to the af ore/aid Refolutions delivered at a conference 
^ 9n tieprededing Tkefddji 

r 

ift» BECAUSE \ive firmly adhere to the principles and 
vgun^ents, oo^hich we difapproved the refolutions former* 
ly pafled by this boufe, efpecially when the legiflative power 
of the two houfes of parliament, unconftitutionally aflumed 
by th^ie refolutions, is meant to be employed te reftri£): or 
f ufpend many important and eflential branches of the royal 
po wc^r, dX the mon^eat pf the declared incapacity of thtf 
King. 

*<zdly. Becatife we tUnk the power of conferring the rank 
«iid< privileges of the peerage, as a reward to merit, h 
ai^oeflSuy to the toyifi authority, in erder to , afford aft it^ 



clcemenit t6 iigoitas exertions in the fervice of the ftate, and 
is more peculiarly neceflary (like all other parts of the 
prerogative) when the regal power is to be exercifed by a 
fubftitute^ iHtU an authority uncertain and precarvt^Hs in its 
duration : but efpecially on the p^efent occafion^ as it is the 
only branch of the prerogative fufficiently powerful to afford 
a remedy againft fuch a combination in this houie, as other 
parts of this fyftem of reftridlion and mutilatioB, have a nata- 
ral and obvious tendency to produce. 

"^ And bec»ife we conceive that this reftri^on may cteafc 
an intereft in the members of this houfe, to withhold thei^ 
aflent.to reiiore the antieat powers •! the crown in this ref- 
pcft. - ' ■ ^ 

» 

3dly« Becaiffe we conceivci that by the fubilfting law of 
the land, his Migefty's property is fhfficiently iecured firom^ 
' any undue difpoiition and alienationt and the refolution on 
that fttbjeft can have no other effeft, but to convey to the 
publican injurious fufpicion, and unjuft imputatioo^ ^ the 
charaAer and intentions of his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales. 
I- 

4thly. Becaufe we are of opinion j that in order to mainh 
tain the proper ttgnity <rftha crown^ and preferve the jkie 
influence and refpeft which ariifes froo the gfiKal offices of 
the ftate, it is neceflkry that the perfon exerciAog tbe royal 
authority in the name and on the behalf of b^ majefly^ 
fhould be attended by tholj; dilHnguiilMd fenKaats^ ^vfAMe 
fon&ions hfve heen eftabliflied for the. pnqioie ^of^addiag 
weight and fpkndor to the regal office. , We 59W0)t %ref 
to a divifion of the royal power ; to the emi^goti q^a iu^^ 
eflat<| unknown to the confiitntion of thjic^u^tigr* 
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tHib. F«r iH tke mSaok %httA lit tbb proeeRj txeegt 
tt6Jtetf»&i^Mtitrpsfftsi6Ftlie2d Mafdn, iiz. begbmitigtt 
Ihlft %roH!J', "tnitaije^Sjily oni &e.* tai. dxtnccio^ke 

■SifeiOiK.' 



Collectanea !Niit{ca» m 

Aulwer of theVnacsofyfaltittt&e.LfrJt and Gentlmaft. 

af pointed fojeliver tfi him th<f§reffiifgJ0 

- f 

My Lords and Gtnttetneti^ 

it thank you for 'cbinmwnicating to me the reftkitkfDt •«?' 
greed upoft by' !h0' WO toufts j and I re<)ueft you to afiurQ 
jthem, in mj natoei, that my- fluty to the J^Sng n^y Githoy 
acid my anxious cpnceni for thefa&ty and iuterefts of tht 
people,' !frhlch muft be endangered,' by a lortger firfpen^OH 
pi the eqcercire of the roy?i authority ; together wjtll W rc- 
jTpeA for tte UDite4 defies of the twp !fOofeS| outweigh» ia 
my miody every ot^r confideratipiij and will detemdne mC; 
^o undertake the weighty and important troft propofed t^* 
^e^ in conformity to the refolutipns npw comiji^tinicated tm 
|ne. 1 am feniiUe of the difficulties th^t muft attend this 
pcecutioq of thb trpft, i^ the peculiar circumftances in irhidl 
it is committed to my char^e^ of which^ as I am acquainted 
with no former exampki ^y hopes of a fuccefiful admiHw 
titration cannot be founded on any paft experience. But . 
coniidering that the limitations, on the ^3percife of the royal 
authorityi deemed neceflary for the prefent^ have been ap* 
prov<;d by the two houfes only as a temporary meafure^ 
founded on the loyal hope^ in which I ardently participate^ 
)hat his Majefty's diforder may not be of long duratioi^ 
and trufting, in the mean while^ that I (hall receive a zeal« 
pus and united fupport in the twp hpufes and in the natioOf 
|iroport|oned to the difficulty attendiug the difcharge of nsf 
^fi in thi^ interval^ I wiQ entertain the pleafing hopei that 
dty Ijutbful endavoiirs tx> preferve the interefts of the kbg^ 
)iis ap wn, and people^ may be fuccefsfiil. 

ReJo(utions agreed to hy the Lords and Commons, pfefentid Uf. 
Her Majefty o« Friday, Jan. 30, 1 7^9. 

* 

RESOLVED, that the care of his Majeft/s royal perToi^ 
the continuance of his Majefly's iUne&i ihonld be 

cooumttod 



committed to the Queen^s moft exceUeat majeftf, tnd thai 
)ier majeft^' ihottld lu|ve power to remove from» and to 
nominate ai^cl appqint foch perfon^ as ihe fha\{ think proper, 
to the fevei:al oi^ces in his majefty's houfehold^ and to diC- 
^p^Tcific^fto'^^fl^^^e att other matte^^d tlungs relating^ 
^9 -*ft W«L^f Wii[,a|ajc(^^ rojral perfon^ during the lime 
2^€(^ And thajti f^rxk^ b^r ei|abli|^ her Majeftf to^ 
djt(j|i^£e. this imponant^tcuilr it k aUb expedient that a. 
(cyDfKii] %iubi be^appojnted, to advife aq,d aifift her maje% 
iji |h^ fcye^l flaattegg, ;jnd wi|;l| pp^^r^ ^frpm. time to time 
^Tthfi]r.fl«aj (ee cauff, tQ exaipii^e. ypoQioath th^ phyficians. 
ap^ Oitbers^tendingl^s majefty's perfon, toaching the ftate^ 
^;ifgpcf^c&^s heaUb^ zxi4, al) ni^att^s relative thereto^ 
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^ I^e^lye^^ t^t; tb^pircColution agreed ta by the ^.ords an<4 
(^ma^ns, refped^ing the care o£ his niajefty's royal pcrfon|^ 
a^d i^he direction o| l^s majefty's houfehpld, be laid before^. 
hc)C*^Jcftyi vi^l^ 9B« hymble addreis, expre0ing the hope. 
\Ybich the lords fpiritijal and temporal and Commons entern: 
tain.^tbat her m^jefty viU be gracioufly pleafed to under^ 
take the impqrtajit truj^ pijopofed to be invefted in her Mar> 
jeftj^ as fopn as an aft of parliamcnl: fliall have been pailed^ 

or carrying the faid refolutiqn into effeft. 

Htr Majefty's A^n/wer^ ^o the Lords and Gentlemen^ vjho^ de-.^ 

livered the foregoing rejolutiom. 

' ' My Lords and Gentktneny ^ '/' 
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^ MY 4uty and. gratitude to the kiog, and the fisfife I x^v/k 
ever entertain of my great obtigations to this country^ mlV 
certainly engage my moft earneft attention to the anxious, 
and momentous truft intended to be repofed in me by parU«« ! 
ment. It will be a great confolation tp me to receive the aid 
^(.jl.councili of which 1 (hall ftand lb much in need» ia the 
djyScbarge of a duty whereiQ the happinefs of my futmre 1&' 



Is indeed deeply interefted, but which a higher objcft, thr 
^appinefs of a great, lojal, tnd affisffionate ^eoplej liiidcr^ 
ftill more importani. ' ...... 






Oa the 25th of Msqr 1789, the parlianiaft oUreiml V9t 
prorogued to the 317 tb of July foiloJuUigt 

We Oiall now return to th^ parliamentary proceedings ia 
Ireland, of which we fhall here only notice^ (bat a petitjof^ 
0{ the inhabitants of the city of Dublin and liberties thereof 
paying taxes» whpfe names are thereunto fubfcribedj w^s 
^refente^ to the hpufe and^ read : /etting forth». that the 
petitioners in the laft feffion of parliament preferred a petitU 
on to tife bot^fe, ftating many grievances ui^der which they 
^ab<>ur^d in copfeqiience of the inftitution of the police eftab« 
lifliment of tbi^ fihj by ^be a£t of the twenty-iizth year of 
his preTent majefty } that an a6^ was palled in the laft fefl^on^ 
entitled an a£l for rendering more effeAual faid a^, by ^hich 
f he taxes originally Jmpofed on the petitioners ha^ve been 
confideral^ly augmented j that the petitioners, notwithftand* 
ing they are loaded with fuch weight of taxes, humbly beg 
leave to reprefent that they havefound, from continued ex- 
perience, that th^ fecurity of the perfons, habitations and 
properties of the inhabitants has been rendered more precari- 
ous and uncertain fince the eftablifliment of faid polite thaa 
)>efore ; that the crimes and immoralities to which th{s city 
was before fubjeA, are rather increafed than diminifhed^ and 

, fherefor^ the petitioners are convinced that fuch eftablilh- 
fnent has by no means anfwered the good intention of the 
legiflature, but on the contrary has been injurious to the 
civil rigbts and properties of the inhabitants of this city, and 
to the magiftracy thereof; that from the feyeral circumftan^ 
^s andfa£b before ftated, the petitioners humbly beg leave 

to reprefent that no guard whatever, independent of and not 
under the tontroul of the parifhioners of the refpeftive pa^ 

^es| can poffibly afford fufficient or fatisfa^ory fecurity t^ 

' ' ' the 
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djirperfim andpr^pertie?*^ thf citaeos of Dubliii ; that an 
4|£^ of pjurli^nent pr^ j^Jcd in the feveotcenth and eigh- 
teenth years of hi$ prefent majefty, entitkd an a£t for im- 
proving the city •f Dublii;^ and the petitioners are humbly^ 
of opinion that i law founde4 on the principles of the faid 
aiBtf a9 to » irartfoMtCy Wpttld apifbrd a conftitutipnal guard 
^r tlug dty^ eSe£hfafl finv the (rotedlion.of the inhabitants^ 
at lefs than half the expence of the prefent police eftablifli* 
menf) and therefore praying that the faid afts of the twenty- 
4xtb year pf his prefent majefty of the laft feiSoa may be 
repealied^ an4);hat'an a6^ may be paflfed for eftabUihinga 
nighdj guard or watch in this city, founded upon the prin* 
ci]^e9 of the faid a£| of the; f^fsntecn.tli and eighteenth of hi* 

.■us 
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Marl bf WeJliHoMdnd Lord Lieutinani-^SeJions opetiW in 
Jnnuaryi 1790— Mr. Grattaffsjpeechon the addrefi ta his 
Majefty. '^proceedings riffiMngpuhlii txpeHccs.'-'Hind on Jlats 
in oBions of Jlander. "^place-bill aiid penfion-bill rejeBed.-^ 
Speaitr^s JpeetB onprefenting the money-bills. '^rorogatiom'^ 
diJffUution (^ parliamint.^^fttw EUBion. 



Jl^ H£ tnar^tiis of l^uckingbaiiif having preViotifty %^» 
pointed Lord's jufticesi retired to England^ after the clofe of 
the lad fefllon — and Was fucceeded in the Vice-regency of 
this kingdom by the Earl of Weftmorelaiid ; who opened 
the fefiion on the i i of January 1790.' ■' T he Speeth 
Contained nothing remarkable^ — but on th^ ufual addrefs to 
hi$ majefty being' propofed^ Mr. Grattatn arofe^ and faid^ 
tho^ he did not intend to give any oppofition to the addrels^ 
yet h^ felt himfelf called upon to make (oam obfervatlons 
upon the tratifa^iofis Which had taken place during the inter- 
tal of tiiile which had elapfed from the clofe Of the lafl to thp 
opening of the prefent fei&on ; and though he could freely 
declare that he had not the fmalleft perfonal diflike to the 
tninifters who had governed during that period^ yet it was 
itdpoilible for him to avoid reprobating their mq^ureg; 
it ^e^ impoflible for him to avoid declaring that the conduA 
of thofe minifiers was little lefs than a daring outrage oa 
the liberties and the morals of the, peoplcf foe tt no period 
Vol. H. O fa 
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fo many inftances of cbrsuption and coercion had occurred. 
He therefore chofe the earlieft part of the leiSon to raark his 
difapprobation of them,. In the laft five years^ you have ad- 
ded) faid he, at the rite oF 20o,o6ol. per annumi annual 
increafe to youl^ national expenfes ; a fum more than the 
whole intereft of the nation^s debt> and equal to one-fifth of 
htf annual expenci. 

You aMaftoii^d !-— yoii have ineafon— it is near one-fiftk 
^f your net revenue^ and more than the whole intereft of the 
national debt : part of thb increafe can be juftiCed — ^the ex- 
pence of annual feffions, the return lof the army, theicharge 
of the poft-office, and fbmc other-articles; but, after every 
fair deduction, tind every candid allowance, from fuch an 
incfe^fe^ in io fliort a period, this propofition is eftabliflied 
— that you have been ill governed ! — ^Part of this increafe is 
owing to the civil lift, and the moil exceptionable, part of 
. the civil lift, the penfion lift. Scarce had the new tztts, 
. on the creciit of the expe£^ed commerce, beeh granted, when 
the commerce was perverted, and the taxes mifapplied, 
granted oi) an engagement to equalize. Where is your 
equalization ? Like that commerce, vani&ied« Oiir eyes 
about that time beheld.with aftonifhment, in return for ne^ 
' taxes^ a new penfion lift, which w6 w^re not able to pay, 
nor the minifter able to juftify i but we have fiiice beheld 
with muclli more aftoniflbment, a viceroy complain of th^t 
extravagance, and then augment it. We propofed to (^rike 
off the obnoxious pcnuons; we wercrcfifted by that viceroy; 
we propoled to limit and curtail that penfion lift, we were 
refifted by, that viceroy j biit the fecretary, who had con- 
tributed to its mcreafe, became the objeA of his reward. 
With'fevery rcfpcft to the memory of the Duke of Rutland, 
and without the fmalleft perfonal difrerpe^l to Mr. Qrde, 
let me lay fometbing in favour of the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, wheii he rcfifted— -thpugh I "can fay nothing for hita 

when he acceded to that penfion, 

I fpeak 



I fpeak of the principali not of iMr. Onie ;. a lord lieo^ 
tenant's fecretary has no official pretenfion to an Iri£h pro« 
vifion ; qhofen without public confidencei often continued 
without public advantage, be may, retire without public 
gratitude. 

In England they do not ufuallypeniion their Secretaries ; 
— th^ late lord Chatham was penfioned, but penfioned for 
a fpecial fervicC) for conquering France $ and if Ireland 
were the natural enemy of England, fome of her fecretaries 
#ould have like pretenfions. This penfion was the more 
improper, becaufe you had raifed the falary of the fecretary 
to prevent it« la 1783 » you raifed the faiary of the fecreta- 
tf and the vtceroy. Lord Bockingham was a party to that 
aagmeiitation^-<Lord Northington, who profefled nothing, 
refixfedi Lord Buckingham, irtio was nothing but profeffion, 
acceded to it. In his difpatch, which I hai^e ieen, he ex« 
prefics hisfenfe of the merit: of the refofal, and h» approba* 
tiott of the increafc.and his pretence was the magnificence of 
the office. He has lived to refute the rcaibn 1^ his prirate 
oecotxioinyy. to prove that the iacreafe of the viceroy's faiary 
was ufelefs — ^as by his public prodigality he has rendered the 
incitafe of the fecretary's faiary fraitlefs. This penfion was 
aggravated by another grant to another abfentee fecretary, 
thjB brother of the late viceroy. — 3ir, the fon of the author 
of tbe Amerioin ftamp a^t, and the colonial doArine of taxa- 
tietii without reprefentation— :tbe brother of that man who 
queftioned the privileges, and who \ats fince attempted to. 
deftroy the integrity of your parliament — himfelf the advo« ' 
catjB. for the ptopoii^Qas, has no right to the bed reverficm 
in your country, unconnected with thi9 kingdom by refi-* 
dence, and now only conneded by the crimes of his family^ 
and the ftigma you have juftly impofed upon them. 

' Sir, this reverfion wa$ the more improper, becaufe you bad 
Joft paid immoderate compenfation to buy home, abfentee 
employments s but it feeips that a. viceroy bas over this 

country 
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coutttrjr tertain p^ddatory rights, and having done much 
p«d)Uc miichief} is^nttdedto gratify his* corrupt i^E)ciatQs» 

' llkave ilated tfattt th^ civil lift had greatly increafed 
(«rithih 'five years above 30jOOo*) but that h not the only 
increale i the military lift had increaftd much more) fince 
17 84, I oo|00oI» •per annum» I know part of this charge is 
transfpr^ hut I know a great part is not ; the late viceroy 
increaied your humber of men in j^acc« wheti you did not 
ivant men^ and when yoil did wttt money. The ftatemelit 
fubmitted by the kte viceroy was fallacious ; it fefe forth tbflt 
you ohly iacreafed your military expences aoool. per aUnuoi 
"r-that is tirot the filft : it ibt a temporAi*y reduced ezpenee 
^ainft a perpetual' exp^hce ihcatrtd. Theejspcnee was not 
avowed, noi^ the objeA ; the eflbfk has been« mate men for 
the plantationt, without difctt^og or queftioxnng the ptf^ 
priety of iiich an dbjtSt. I ihuft diferve^ that fa great an 
addition in peaice to the military expences of the cDuntryf 
ijHakes ev^ry usneceiTary addition to her civil ezpcHces dosb^ 
iy criminal and proftigate. 

The civil and military charges are not the only oniis which 
have increafed, the tdleaiOrt of th6 revenue has in fhd 
eoorfe of five years increafid, including the pdft^Cee^ 
above 100, cool.— -part of thh'iocreafe took jrtace linder Ihi^ 
late viceroy, who, with ret\)cft to thofe charges^ may^e 
faid to have found them extravagant, to have dedserad thfem 
^bfe extravagant, and to havie irefifted their t^tretiohitMAt 
^fiiofe, he has increafed alUhefe ch^l^, he has«Med40 
this exiravaganc^-^he has been aftlvely mifehfevouis^he « 
guMiJr oTecciiomy omitted, economy refifted, ofprodigaBtf 
added, and ofprddigaVity for corrupt pufpofes. 

" f n ftating the cicpences of government, I muft not omit 
the Police, and charge it to the late viceroy, as well as to 
the adminifiration . who devifed it,, hecaufe perfeAly ap« 
prifed of ail its corrttptions, he continued it ; k feeo^ ihe 
prodigality of the court had r^a^h^ the docility of the city^ 

an 
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tn uncpnftitutional admxpiftration wifhed to continue ^ un^ 
conftitntionaU prote£^ion^ an ii^penced corporation, andn^i 
pjace army ; they knew^ th^t in prder to traipple on a comv 
try, it was ,npt fiji^^ient to corrupi^ ^e fena^tc:, itwfia^ 
cefiary to pollute the great mafs of the people i^ with uncon- 
i^tution^l deijgns againC^ b<)tb| they continued aA eftahlilh* 
inent which ihould extend beyond thei^ walls the evil of 
theic op^ation. They faw the extravagance i h^f then^ 
they faw that minifters^ like themfelves^ muft govern by 
£ich arts, and i^ the conjduAors of the Police could be fuf- 
pedted tohaye had a d<efign upon, their fi^di this miniflry 
had a worfe, <beiign on th^ corporation ; they therefore re- 
jc£b^i a reflation declar^pry of the police's extrayagance^ 
and ; rejected the seport of the police conjmittee, under si 
^nvi£U<^ <^ >t< veni|:ity } the r^pprt cpnvi^h tb^ fcbeme oi 
<^odig.alityf and thj& i^jeftion, of tb^ repQrt| proves thf. 
gof ernoi^nt tp, b^ an accoo^^Uce, 

The fubfequent reductions in the ppli<;e, in confequei^ce 
of that report, are a peace offering to reconcile the public to. 
the minifler's obje^l in the police, an unconftitutional and 
corrupt infljLience in the corporation of the city, and a.plaipq 
^my to encourage his accomplices. 

I have ftated the ezpf nces of governnxent to have increaf- 
ed;Bear2009OOol;fince 17849 exclufiye of the bounty^ but 
the encrcafe.of expencp is th^ leaft objeAion— your race of 
bankruptcy is muc.k lefi^ dangerous than your, race of cor- 
ruption, 

I will begifi with the encreafool patronage in. the ord-* 
fiance, the region of th^ late viceroy's reformation. The 
Cb^es now are 6ocl^ a:,ycar^^the lieutenant general 800U 
a year, vrith.a^houfe for the furveypr— the ftorekeeper 400^ 
clerk of the ordn^ipce 400I — clerk .of the deliveries 40ol,rr-' 
'^[hefe oiEces he foundj furveypr 45ol.T-^ftorekceper aooL — 
derko£tbe ordnance 3001, — clerk of the deliveries zooL— 
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But b^thc king's letter, they were on the death or remoril 
of the officer to be reduced, and in the inftance of Lord 
Drogheda, that reduction had taken place— lieutenant gcneJ- 
ral to 300!.— fufveyor 300I. — clerk to the ordnance 150I. 
-^ftorekeeper 150. The late viceroy is then chargeable, 
tiot only for the prodigality he added, but for the economy 
he prevented. He is then chargeable 150©!. per annum 
mdded to the expencc, befidc a penfion of 600I. to General 
Hale. 

We (hall hear of a faving, but that faving, iiippofing it 
annual and certain, does not arife from the regulation of 
new expence, and therefore can be no jufHfication thereof, 
tjn the contrary, is rendered more picecarious thereby ; the 
pilaces are now all co-ordinate parliamentary places, a cir« 
cnmftance not a little likely to deftrpy official fubordination^ 
and banifih officbl coniideration ; the officers of the ord-^ 
nance will be made, and one already has been made, vi£Ums 
of their votes, not of their negligence \ the increafe of ex- 
pence therefore is the leaft objection, the capital objection 
^s, the increafe of influence — fo many lefler places brought 
into parliamentary aAion, and adding a very conCderable 
influence to the minifter, at a very confiderable expence to 
the nation i on that moli prodigal and profligate principle, 
which docs not wait for vacancy, nor appoint men to offices, 
but makes the offices for the men^ and ratfes the falary ac« 
cording to their parliamentary pr<^tenflons, 

I do not inquire whether the late Mr. Ward had any right 
to complun of the'Marqois^ of Buckingham, but this coun- 
ty had a right to complain of both the officers who made 
charges whtdr were falfe, and the viceroy who made the 
mifconduft of the officer a pretence for making charges 
whidx were unneceflary. Thus ftands the public accourit 
^gao^ft the two defMilters, Ward and*Buckingham ; fo much 
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loft by thep%cujisitioii,of the officer* To much bf Uic joliUng • 
of xhf^tToy \ the public has b^en injoredl b^ bo;^ tbei>pT 
preflbc md the oppre^^ 

Sir, tl^ cataftrophj^ 9f that un^ppy nafi> if It did not ^ 
ea^U^ pity, for his fate» (hpuld have excited a horror of his 
offenc^; it is, t]^ere{qr.^» in the orJnappel 1^ expeAe^^. 
tb.9t the l^te ^ilnifler would hs^ire indulged a^y of his pf c« 
cauat tendencies \ it is here we {hould look f or» but do no( 
find, the difpaifionate judge; it is here we.(houldnot lookfor^^ 
and do find> the greedy executioner, catching at the rage of 
the crin;iit^l, zfkA making ylCUn^Sj^ where a|aft man^^iiEO^d 
l^v^ onl; n^s^d^ a9^ ^ssiaifpplei 

To thefe offices^ np^^adeparliamicntary^ we are to ad^ 
apotKer parliamenta^ officejl^ in ^be revival oi4he,feconi^. 
counfel to the copiimi^Qn^si that place wa^ a wretche^ 
remnant of a wr^hed ip:ieafure, adopted again^ tb$ ^^^9,, 
of this houfe, {qi no. pthcr objeft but undue influence \ \hp; 
diviiiozjis of the boards of cuftoms and ex^e, t^ account oii 
iQipra^i^ability, odium, and your int^fereiiic^, v(as abaa- 
doned *, the office of fecond counfel was.fuftered to linger 
after itj a corrupt branch of tl^at corrupt meafiire, the pof- 
feflbr dying in 177S, th^ then lord lieutenant* difcontinuedL. 
the office for a public r^fgn^ the l^te lord iietiten^i^l tjav^Jz 
edit, for a yrivjjt^ op^ 

• 

To this new office we are. loaded with ^w(^ Qew coift- 
miffioQcrs. It fhould feem that the great reformer of this 
country difcovered our grievances to ea;ift in a want of a 
(ufficieat number of gentlemen fitting and voting in parlia« 
ment. The laws of England exclude the commiffioners 
from fitting in parliament. The government of Ireland 
makes mencommifl^oners becauie they have feats in parlia* 
ment. The laws of En^^n^ are wife y fo long as you fufiei;;.^ 
the colleflion of the revenue to be an object of court patro*. 
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nig^i '^0 IdBg will U e^er be a fink of j^Ming, aad a fdurftt 
of extravagance^ andiolMga9thofeeiy|p}oyed in c^leAiog| 
the revenue can fpare tijiie to attend in tht8 hoafe^ att4 evea 
to approach the cabinet, fp long will the nunifter be defti* 
tute pf the pretence of aqditiqcfal trpul>le to augment either 
thrirtiun^ber or their ^arf. You pay 1200L a year conir 
penfation for fuppreffing the divifion of the boards ; you paj 
aoool. for revivmg it, and you p^y 200o|. a year to a cluef 
commiffioner for rendprins tl^e old eftabli&m^nt of feven 
l^fs neceflary or e^cten^ 

I have only allpded to the influeiice apd ei:pence of tbii; 
meafure ; but there is an argumeiit againft it greatly aggrat 
rating both : the f^nle of Hn^ houfe repeatedly declared off 
(he fyb]c(^ \ tho^fs ±0 lefs than three refolutions declaring 
that feven £ommiS(onti^s are fufl^cient. The firft reToIution 
declared that feven commiffloners had beei^ found fu£cienr» 
and ^as laid beiore bis exceHency tl^e then Iprd lieutenant. 
The fecond refblution declared that this houfe would refufe 
its aflcnt tP any alteration in the revenue l^\f^ which ihould 
tend to give efl^£l to the meafure of dividing the boards of 
e^ci{e ^om that of cuftoms, and bf multiplying the number, 
of commiffioiierfi which had been adopted againJl the fenfe 
-4)f the hot^fe. The third refolution declares that whoever 
s^dvifed the increa»(c pf th^ comrpifljoners of the revenue be- 
yond feven, advjfcd a nacafarc contrary to the fcnfe of this 
houfe: the boards were afterwards united | the a4cHtioDa^ 
cqmmiffioiiers ftr^cl; off } 600V a year com^enfation given; 
and this re-union was ftilcd by the miniftcr as a meafure ac- 
ceding to th§ wifhcs of the peoplf, and was accompanie4 
with an application for ne^ taxes, w|\ich were granted ac* 
ccrdingly, 

From a meafiir§ virhich docs not evcp profefs utility, I 
cpine to another which hangs out the flag of idlenefs ; yoi^ 
judge, I mean the appptnting two con^miffioners to, the rolls; 

when 



whQo that office becaune yacant^ the ^ idea that flioiil4 
have rei^red to. a real irffoi^er. wa$> tp ma)|e k a^ public 
uk, or iu lupprcfliQD a pojblic fav^» and the worft idn^ 
that could Iiaye O^cqnre^ was, tft cont^i^^^ it a ^Qipciif % and 
multiply the iiumtliar of the officers ) not,^ i| was qot tbo 
vprft, there was a ffoSkr vi^ yet befain^^ iq incMajfc tlie 
number of the officers for the purpofe of pro^i^f ipi^ fi^ tho: 
relatives of the qxini^r who made the increaiir. i^^ye ^ 
cjCPf? . lawyers been co|i£aItc4 on thia bafijieft ? Om 
of ihe.noUe commifl&oner^ was pleafed to lament tt^. €X^ 
pence to whic^ this country had been put in a grant to mci^ 
and a penfion to the family pf Mr. Burgh: the firft I do not 
think U ne^eiPfary tp defend ; as t9. the fecond, I owa I didi 
not expert to find at the tonib of that ijUufi^ona man an oe«r 
^lional refident, weeping, not pver the death of the Alherji 
but the pFoviiion for the children. Could I> wl^'l^ fteni 
the money of Ireland fquai^dered to, the friends, the f<4low>; 
ersi the p^rafites of various viceroys* hefitat^ to inatch Cron^ 
the band of rapine one portiocd and confecrate It to the 
family of Burgh : the nobl.^ lord i^ho repines, will npw, 
have ample caufe for conc^Uf if he choofet to lament | 
and if he choofes to defend the variov^ jobs of his noble 
relation, be will find none lefs eafy t€^ be defended than that 
by which he himfelf has been appointed^ 

Q^ tbefan^e principle of encreafing the influencp of thiQ 
crown, has the late lord lieutenant divided the boards eC 
ftamp^ and accounts; softer encrealing the charges of the^ 
eftabliihments by a variety of jeb^ ; he approprii^tes a hf^mi 
fpr the purpofe of fi^perintending the public sczpence^ and 
makes that appointment a violation of its own principley 
and one pf the great jobs of his goviQrnm;en|. The baar^ of « 
Recounts, when firft eftabliihed^ was by many thou^ nfiw^ 
lefs ; to give it the colour of utility, and to reconcile us boMi^ 
tp it and to the ftamp-aA, the xniqifter declared in parlia^ 

ment 
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mentthat lie would 'annex the coheEtion of the damps ta 
the board of accounts, and his declaration was followed hj 
the tax, and then carried into execution. Some time after, 
-an annual report bemg,' under aA of parliament, nrifde and . 
prefented to this houie by the commil^ners of accounts, it 
#as thought proper to advance their fakr^ fef the joint and 
additional labour, Theie boards are now divided; five 
officers of ftamp|i, one with Sool. the reft vrithsool. fbthat 
you-colleftthe ftamps at above r8 per cent, and five'cotnh 
miffioners of accountsi who retain 800L the joint confide-it 
litio^ fof the divided labgpr, 

— Witli every refjjeft to the conunlffionsrs, however dlfi 
poSed to oecottomy, they have it not in their power to be Of 
any great. advantage! they may examine vouchers, they 
may cootroul tradefmen ; but the great political jobber, the 
mintfter, they cannot touch him; they muft follow the 
profeffion of the minifter, they cannot check it : if you ar^ 
in-ieameft on the fubjeft: ojPopconomy, appoint commiflion- 
ers^ who.are not to be members of parliament; and let thi& 
Houie itfetf become a committee of reduction ; and its firft 
report fiiall be againft Lord Buckingham, and particularl]^ 
the divtfion of ftamps frota accounts. 

I have mentioned Tome of the new charges of the late^ 
ilHnifter, exceptionable fi'om the growth of expence ; more 
exceptionable from the* jgrowth of patronage. In the laft 
ftffion we called fbr a return of all offices created iince 1769, 
and now in the pofleffion of members of parliament ; from 
that return, and frood the perufal of your edablifhments, 
you will find that in the courfe of twenty-one years, the in- 
creaTe of fnch new offices now pofieiTed by members, has 
been not left, if not more, thaii the number of all your 
coimties. Thus, in the courfe of twenty-one years, you 

have. 



Save introduced an innovation) whicH mnft prbduce a wry 
wnfldcrablc change in the balance of the conftitntion ; they 
*ave intrbdnced, filcntljr and infcnfibly, a pariiamentary rc- 
ibrm ; but a reform on very different principles from thofe 
of the public; a parliamentary rrform ihcreafing in the 
Hbufe of Commons the reprefentatives of the minifter, and 
diminilhlng the reprefentatives of the people, 

The meafurcs I complain of arc not only a daxtgttona in* 
creafe of minifterial influence ; they are an open breach of 
public fa'^th. The penfion to a late fteretary> was a breach 
ef an engagement, nndevftood at the tln^ when the fahury 
of the fecretary was increafed ; the grttit ^ the^ reverfion to 
another abfentee fecretary is a breach of another engago- 
menti underftood at a ttme^ when {preat eompen&tions were 
made to buy home abfentee employments — ^the increale of 
thefalaries of the ordnance, in 'breach of the king's letter 
of 1765, eojoiniog a diminution of the falai^f the divilhm 
of the ftamps and accounts, is a breach of a puUic promife 
made in this houfe, when the: ftamp-»a£t was propoanded,. 
and the eiyiiion of the boards of coftoms and ezdfey and* 
the multiplication of the commifBoners, is a bleach -of ano- 
ther foleron engagement made in this houfe, asa peace^>flbr- 
ifig, when various new taxes were propofed and afl^nted to. 
Thus, the late mimfter has not only broken his own engage^ 
ments of economy, but the folemn promiies of his ptedc- 
cdlbrsj.and has expofed the governmaat to the charge of 
keeping eveay corrupt compaA with th|p individnaly- aii4 
breaking their* honourable engagements with* thepubUc, 

Sir, the evils which have taken place, lead me to con- 
iider the refiftance to the bills 4hat wooid have prtvenied 
them— -a penfion-bill, a place-bill ; the former was «fiitod 
the laft feffioxi, becaufe^ as they ontin^. pa^t of goveroaitet 
faidi. it was unneceflary i at that time they made it indifpenfa- 

ble, 
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ble» bdid it iqi m trafic* bzi it at market, a vdfort ag^ioft 
popular and canftitnttoosil moi^urcsj the princct the aoUtt, 
siod tbe people* It was f efifted on anotbef pretcace» becaufe 
it legalized fo grcs^t a fum at ffo^oool. at the very time the 
mniilec Qbjededl to a penfi^bjUl, h^ufe it Uigalized So, 
oool they made the pejjifioiirlif)^ above ioO|OOol--it was rer 
fifted[ QD another- pretence, becavfe it g^ve a latitude for.t]^ 
Rqyad Fainily, and at that time they gran^^d a penfion of. 
4000L tqtboD^i^o;^G\oucefter% 



They refiifted a^place-biU undcf iimUar cifcumftapcei ; wk 
the tio^e of t^^ re6ibnce, they vere diindiag board^ 
fitting fyiecme9^ attd moltiplyiBg offices; at one and thcL 
fame time refitting .thnbiUby thmr i^Qenee* and making it 
ae^efiary'bf tb^eif traiii^^on^, 1% was oof aQ error ii^ 
jodgmentf nor a knotty doubt on a puzzled pomt of fpecu« 
lotion: no, it wgtti a perfeft co|ivi£tion on the part of thet 
tninifters* of the utility of fuch a mearure, and a decided de- 

' / 1 

t^rminatiotn to cn^mit the comip|ion$ thpie bills would 
guard againft^ they n^e resiled by bis majeft/s miniAerj 
with ojulice propenfe againft: the community. My frioidy 
vho &il^f u^^Ki tbefe bSls with the argumei^s of a proiu* 
dent {e«tor, but the miniver is a vhunderbolt in their ft- 
vour s he is that piiUie malefaAor^ whp calls out for penal 
bwss by the authoii^ of the crimes in which he participate; 
<<th« ev^ls again^ ^hidi you heii|ate to provide, lam 
iMMZMnitting. lamcpeatiagplaces and multiply ingpeafionsi 
4nd I am fo doing, for the reafons ye« doubt corruption.*^ 
Thefe ^re n,«t his waor^ \ ao> hjit thc^ ate the words of \ix\ 
pflfences. 

' Perhaps dnft offenees may admoniil^ you to your fafety, 
perhaps th» conduA of the late viceroy was a crifls in the. 
pdiUc diforder to maiture the.piA))Ic remedy y as the f^cific 






Owes its difcoTery to the difeafe ; petbaps a code of trho1<!« , 
fbme law may owe its birth to the Marquis of Bnckitigham i 
^haps fome patriot government, o& the niins of his infane 
regulations ih the re-afcenditlg fcale of libeity, may afient to 
confiitutional meafures ; a place bill, a pebfion bill, and 
whew, ^dfo give ttiirf to an injured community. Hadit 
been Me place, fome folitary ttafon xhight be advanced^ 
fome f6lital7 firiend might put forward fome foUtaty pretence^ 
tiut here is a hoft of them y crime throws light on crimej 
md they give teftimony againll one another : they amount 
\o a projeft of corrupt govemmenti apparent on the f;ice of 
the meafures, they betray ; b^triy^ do I fay ! Why, the 
crime is not concealed, nevei^ was a procecidingmore pibUc ; 
the evil was real, and in evcfry 6>rner of the capital you 
difcOvered fufpicious groupes of political figures^ tampering 
with the reprefentatives of the pCopte: in the mean tiihet* 
public bttlinefs flopped ; no education bill,, no barren land 
bill 'f there was on the part of the mimfter^ a prohibition of 
public buiinefs, and a ilale of public meaiar^s; this fyften^ 
of corruption has been, aided by a. fyAem of coercion, and 
men have been difmified? Why wer^ they, difmifled ? not 
for queftioning the privileges . of parliament, like the late 
ticeroy ; not for a£ling in defiance of its rcfoliition, like 
the late viceroy ; not for filling the populace with empty 
hopes, like that viceroy ; not for feeding their friends on 
pretended public reformations, like that viceroy. 

« 

But there are fome penal meafures ; why defy expfanati* 
on I Why deprive the penfioner who got his penfion With 
the approbation of government, as compeiifation for office 
extinguithed ; Is compenfation to be conftdered to a tvibii 
for a vote ? Why deprive the penfioner Wh6 j6t his ptfifioii 
to fupport hereditary honours ? is the prop of l^onour to be 
confidered a bribe ? why deprive the penfioner who got hi$ 
penfion on the adArcfs 4S one of the hotrTcs of parliament, it 
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that to be .oonfidered as a bribe i Are the nobtlity.of this 
country tobefiitijeftto a letter miffive, or a mcB^ from.a 
clerk or riuuiers.defirmg that they will attend ia their placc> 
and vote to blemifk their blood, and faye their penfionl 
Such has been the conduct of your reformer. This was the 
man $ you reo^ember his entry into the capital, trampling 
on the bearie of thp Duke of Rutland, and feated in a tri* 
umphal car, drawn by public credulity ; . on one fide fallaci-. 
oos hope, and on |he pther many ipputhed profefiion ; ,a 
figure with two faces, one turned to the treafury, ^nd th,e 
other prefented to the people ; and with a double tongue, 
(peaking contradiflory languages. 

This minifter alights; Juftice looks up to him with empt/ 
nopes, and peculation fiiihts with idle alarms ; he finds the 
dty'a prey^to an unconftitutional police ; he continues it ; 
lie finds the coim^ 6Ver*burthened with a fliameful penfion 
Eft; he encreafi^ it'; he finds the Houfe of Commons 
fwanhing with pUce-nieh— he muhiplies them ; he finds the 
^lary of thie fecretary encreafed to prevent a penfion — ^he 
grants a penfion ; ^e finds the kingdom drained by abfentee 
emjployments,' and by compeniations to buy them home — 
he gives the beft reverfion in the country to an abfentee, his 
brother! He finds the goVernmem, at difiTerent times, hacf 
difgraced itfelf by creating finecures, to jgratify corrupt 
afiTeAioh ; he makes two commifiioners of the rolls, and 
gives one df them to another brother ; he finds the fecond 
COUQcU |.o the Goaimiffioners put down becaufe ufelefs, he 
revives it ; he finds the boards of accounts and ftamps annex- 

..'4 .• J .«_■•' 

cdb)( public comp^ft ; he divides them ; he finds the boards 
oCcuftom and. excife united by public compaQ ; he divides 
them ; he finds three;refolutions, declaring, that feven com- 
mifiioners are fufficient ; . he makes nine ; he finds the coun- 
try has fufiTered. by fome peculations in the ordnance t he 
cncreafes the falairies of officers, and^ gives the places^ to 

iMQibers) to members of parliament I 

What 
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Wkxt will you fiiy iK>w, wfacfi: the Vkeri^ flnkcs hands 
wifek the popuUce^vand enfeofis himfidf to thel<mcftf»opn* 
larky. He {koul4 not proceed on the principles of Puiilc 
faitb, or of Parthian flighty to retain the afieAions of the 
public ; on negative tentis, it is diffijcult : but to a^ach 
them by injuries^ to annex the delufion of the public to hts 
perfoni and the plunder of the country to his family, is a 
monfterin the biftory of ambition. 

What (hall we fay to the pbblxc peculator, for he Will 
triumph and he will calculate, and he wiirfet up the inno- 
cence of little peculations againft the crimes of affeAed, and 
teizingj .and little regulation i 

; ■ 

What {hall we fay to the people }' They looked for reliefi 
becaufe they were oppreSed, and looked' to Lord Biicking^ 
ham for relief, becaufe they were deceived; it is to relieve 
them, I wi(h to direct the attention of this feffiod. 
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Sir, the prodigality jof honours,' places and penfions, by 
the prefent miniftersof the crown, was held to be A) criminal 
as to render the ordinary pro vifions in Great Britain ihfuffici- 
ent» and extraordinary, andunconftitutionalreftri^tions, ad- 
miflible ; fome of thofe minifters having committed in Ire-> 
land^in this particular, excefles far beyond thofe, which falfe> 
hood prefumed to,prophcfy> to difparage the fecond perfoii- 
age in thefc dominions. 

. What meafurelhall they find? Shew thenCl a jufticc which 
they refufed to the fon of their prince, and only refort to 
conftitutibnai provifibns,' fuch as may abolifli thefe grievan- 
ces, and gu^d the country againft the danger of a repetition 
of them." 

■ * • ■ I'' . - . ' ■ . -'-The 






The piinfi^ fcttlinefi of thb fidten, related to ptiUioei^ 
prnMsn-^-mA {9mi6 abulb wliich ^d uriieo in the apptkiftMii 
of Jodges liits in «aionl of flander. 

kefpefti^g the forinery Mr. Forbes moved, « That ah 
*' humUe addref^ fie prefented to his majeftjr» ftating, that 
** the houie hairing taken into confideration the income and 
*< expenditure of the nation, found themfelves obliged to lay 
*< before him tertain slbufes and mifapplications of a con- 
<< fiderable portion of the ptiblic revenues. That the lift of 
<< penCons on the tifk of Janua0, 17 891 sippears to havd 
*< en€reafed to the fum of lotfCXX)!. ezcltifive of the military 
<< penfions, which amounted to 6500L a furii nearly equal 
€• to half the charges of the civil eftabli(hment. That the 
^ jpenfioos placed dtt the. civil and military eftabliihments 
^< fince the 24th of February^ 17841 ^clufive of thofe grant- 
« ed in Ueti or exchange of former penfions^ amounted to 
** 29i8cx)l. that the amount of penfiods on the civil eftablifh-^ 
<< ment had encreafed iince the 25th of March, 1784, in 
5' -the fum of i6,oooh that many of thofe p^nfiQiis had been 
** granted to members of parliament, during the pleaiiire of 
** the crovu) in violation of the principles of the cohftituti- 
*^ on and honour of the houfe of commons. That a number 
<< of new and additional falaries, In the nature of penlions, 
<^ had of late been annexed^ not only td did offices which 
M had become obfolete and ufelefs^ but alfo to lefler offices 
« moftly flnecure, or hitherto confidcred of fo infignificant 
<« a nature, as to entitle the holders of fuch offices to verf 
«« finall ialaries. That an addition of 300I. a year had beed 
«* lately .granted to the falary of the cuftomer of Eonfale, to 
«< commence from the 29th of September, 1789, and a fur* 
^ ther addition of aool. payable on a contingency ; both fbr 
<< the life of the prefent pofleftbr : an office whith for years 
^< lud been confidered as ufelefs and obfolete, to which not 
" only no duty whatfoever was annexed, nor any attendance 
^. neciffia'y. That an addition of 400I. a yeat had been late-' 
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" If graiittd tathe comptroller of the pipe» though 53I. ids. 
** hadfpr ye^rs been conQdered as an adequate compenfation* 
<< fof the difcharge of the duties of that office. That an ad-^. 
f^ dkion of 150I. a year^ had alfo been lately granted to the^ 
!< barrack matter of Dubl in. That the perfons to wligm thofe 
<< additional falaries l^ad been grante<l| wete all members of r 
«< the honfe of commons, and humbly befeechifig his Ma- 
** jefty to interpofe to redrain the progrc;fs,of a fy ftem of ex- 
«< pence, which would foon induce- a neceffity of reforting 
(^ to new loans, and of impofing new taxes. ' This motion 
on a diyifion of the houfe was loft by a majority of 44. A 
motion relative to the influence of the crown was alfo loft by 
a conllderable maiority. 

On thft ftoth of February, Mr. Grattan movdd, « th*t 
^ fdeA committee be appointed to enquire in the moft Tq- 
lemn manner, whether the late or prefent adminiftration 
had entered into any corrupt agreement with dny pe]:ron of 
|>erfons to recommend fuch perfon or p^rfons to bis majefty^ 
as fit and proper perfons to be by him made peers of this 
realm, in confideration of fuch perfon or perfons giving cer- 
tain fums of qjoney to \>q laid out in procuring the return oi 
members to ferve in parliament, contrary to the rights.of the 
people, inconfiftent with the independence of parliament, 
^ndin violation of the fundamental laws of the land.'^ 

Mr. Grattan pledged himfeU to, convift government of 
the me^ure, an4 dared them to the enquiry in a ftlle of the 
mpft mortifying and humiliating^ defiance. Government, 
confcious of the iniquity of the meafure, avoided entering 
into the enqdiry on the ground, that common fame ought 
not to become the fubjeft of cnquii:y, and that the queftioa 
related to the excrcife of his majefty's prerogative ; apd on ' 
the quieftion being put on Mr. Grattan's motion^ i^ was lofi 
by a majority of 56 in favour of government. 

Vox. II. P Aprafticc. 
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A praftlce had of late prevailedi* of ifluing writs for large 
Aiims of money in aftiont of (lander, where no fpecific iajn- 
tj was. ftated in the affidavit, on which fuch a£lion was 
founded. With a view to remedy this injury, Mr^ George. 
Fonfonby in a committee appointed for the purpofe, pro* 
pofed a refolntion to the following tff^l, <^ That it is the 
*' opinion of this committee, that the ifluing of writs from 
«f the courts of juftice in aftions of ilander or defamation, 
<^ where the fum of damages could not be fairly afcertaified^ 
<< and holding perfons to ipecjal bail in excefEve fums^ 
^^ is illegal and fubVerQve of the liberty of the fubje£t. 

Although this vote of cenfure was not carried, it was at* 
tended with beneficial confequences, as the ifluing of fiats, 
and requiring excefllve bail in aAions of defamation, were 
retrained by it within conftitutional bounds* A place bill^ 
a penfion bill, and one for difqualifying revenue officers 
from voting at general elefiions were fey^ally reje^d, and 
a refponfibility bill fhared a iimjlar fatCr 

On the 5th of April, the parliament was pr^rogtied to the 

5th of June following. — = On prefenting the money 

bills, the fpeaker made the fallowing fpeech» 

May it pkaje jour jpscdhncjf 

Every year's experience, fince 1785, has flicwn the wif- 
dom of the principle which the conamons then eftablifhedi 
of preventing the further accumulation of national debt. 
Under the influence of that principle, public credit has rifea 
fo high as to admit of an increafe to the finking fund, by a ' 
confiderable diminution in the intereft of the public debt. 
Private credit too has felt its falutary effefls \ and the adr 
vanced ilate of both has given vigour to induftry, and a 
fteady aid to mercantile exertion. 
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We now fee our commerce extended to a degree unknowti 
ia any former time, our agriculture increafed ><veQ beyond 
the mod fangulne {jpec^lation, ^nd our linen InanufaAure 
rifen largely tn its value. Such is the prefent proiperoua 
fitnation of this country, and we behold it with the more 
fatisfadUon, becaufe it has not arifen from temporary or acci« 
dental drcumftances, but has proceeded in a fteady and re^- 
lar courfe, from a wife fyftem uniformly adhered tOy an4 
from a confidence of the nation in a continuance of that fyf- 
tern, from the fecurity given tp private property againft the 
violence of outrage, and above all, from that content and 
peaceable (ubmii&on to the laws, without which no kingdom^ 
however blefled in conftitutioni c^imatej foil, or fituatioUi 
can be richi powerful| or happy. 

c 

Soon after the prorogation took place, the parliament was 
diflblved by royal proclamation, and a new parliament; 
fuQimone4.to i^ect oatjlie ^oth of A^y 1790^ 
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Meeting of parliament %o of January i^qt^r- -Encouragement 

• of Brewery: Mr, Ponfonby moves for a Jele/f committee 

to enquire into tie ufe of certain ojffices.^^'^DekaU thereon.— ^^ 
motion reje^ed.—fecond motion on the Jubje^. — Speech's j^ 
Mr., Ponfonby. — Sir Hercules Langrijhe^ i^c.^^moticn re* 
jeiled^^'^debates relative to f ale of Peer ages. ^-'motion for a 
Committee of enquiry fhcrcon reJe^ed.^—Clofe of ^h€ fejjion^ 
Sth May, 1791. 
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HE Parliament met again • aoth January 1 791. —At 
this meeting, a rupture was apprehended between the 
Courts of Spain and Great Britain, but the Lord Lieutenant 
in his fpeech now conveyed th^ pleafing intelligence, that al^ 
differences had been amicably adjufted. 

The immoderate ufe pf ardent fpirits by the Ipwer ord^r 
of the people, induced the legiflature to turn its attention to 
the prevention of this abufe, and the encouragement of 
Breweries became a fubjeft of enquiry during the prefcnt 
fe^on. 

On the 5d of February, Mr. George Fonfonby moved^ 
<' Th^t a feleA Committi:e fhduld be appointed, confifting 
of members of the hpi^fe of Conimons not holding any. em* 
ployment, or enjoying any penfion under the Crown, tc> 
examine Whether any, or what advantages have arifen to this 
kingdf^ from the appointttiq^t of twp additional Coxo* 
miffioners of the Revenue ; — from the ieparation pf tfaie 
board of ftamps and accounts ; — frooi the granting 50ol* 

a year 



■ \ 

CoHettanea PoUtka* %%• 

J 

4 year additional falary to the furvcyor of the Ordnance ; 
^501. additional falary to the principal Store-keeper of the 
Ordnance ; — 250I. a year to the Clerk of the Ordnance 5— * 
200I. a year additional falary to the Clerk of the Delivery of 
the Ordnance-, 600I. a year pchflon to General Hale, in 
lieu of his rcfighing his employmcrit of .Lieutenant General 
of the Ordnance, in order to facilitate the fucceffion of the 
prefent poileflbr ; 400I. a year additional falary to the Clerk 
of the Pipe ; — 400I. a year additional falary to the Cuftom- 
er of Kinfale; — and 150I. a year additional falary to the 
Barrack-maffer of Dublin ; and that they do report their 
opinion thereon to the Houfe. 

Mr. Grattaa feconded the tiiotion, which was oppofed 
and rejected on a diviiion of 56 againft 117.— ^XJpon the 
determination of this motion Afr. Ponfonby again addrefs'd 
the houfe, — " I have (faid he) been always told, and I do 
firmly believe, that there are none fojilind as diofe who will 
not fee ; and I anv forry to percdve fo many blind men of 
that defcription on the other fide of the houfe. 

. 1 have been often, told, and t did believe it in general, that 
there was no man fo pofitive in his opinion as a bigot in re- 
ligion. But ipay not a bigot in politics, be alfo as poiitiv^ 
and from the fame cauRU— that he allows his faith to con« 
troul his reafon; I am, forry to perceive fb many political 
bigots oii the other fide. 

The motion that I bad the honour to make to you. Sir, 
being now difpofed of, I fhall make you another.—" That 
*? a Committee be appointed, confifting of members of this 
<< houfe, who do not hold place or penfion, to enquire and 
it report their opinion, what advantage the public have re- 
*<< ceived from the appointment of two additional cooimiffion* 
^^ ers to the board of revenue." ^ 

' I make 
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I ihakc this motion, Sir, becaufe I have heard wife men 
iti parliament faji that you ought not to complicate quefti- 
onsy but direA your enquiry to a fingle point ; as in a compli* 
cated qaeftion> ^art might be true, and part might be falfe* 

I do this^ becaufe, tho* not quite fo apt a fcholar as I ought 
to he, I am not quite infenfible to the precepts of vrife men 
io p^rliamenti eTpectally at the moment I am fmartmg under ^ 
the tof re^lien of the houfe. 

In the debate &a this queftion ;-^ir Hercules Langriflbe 
faid^ if he had held any doubt of one fundamental point of 
the Chriftian faith— to wit> the Refurre£Uon of the Spirits— 
th^ profent queftion would certainly convince htm. He 
thought the fubjeCt had been dead and buried long finc6 i 
btit &ti6e its fj^it has now rifen* he would bfg leave to fpeak 
tb it. He tonfidieartd the prefent motion as part and parcel 
of the fu^edri which had been fo fully and repeatedly can- 
wBed al th^ conduiion of the laft parliament ; and the beft 
mode of putting thehoufein pofTeffion of every argument on 
the fubjeft, would be to move, that the Freeman's Journal 
Hid Evening poft of the laft winter belaid upon the table for 
perufal of the members. He defended the encreafe of public 
officers, and was cprtain the reports of the laft year, which 
were laid on the table, would fully juftify his aflertion. The 
k«ventri had encrcafed in the laft year 38,000!. and the ex- 
pence ofcoUefting had decreafcd i2,oool« He therefore 
thought that a net gain of 50)00ol. was no mark of impru- 
dence in management* He admitted, that certainly the in- 
fluence of offices had fometimes weight with men's votes in 
parliament ; yet he denied that in any vote eifential to the 
conftitutional intereft of this country, the parliament had 
ever deferred her. Gentlemen complained of the great ex- 
penfes of government, and all was charged to the creation of 
unneceflary offices ; there were other new offices created, of 
which gentlemen had taken no notice — they were offices of 

Lime 
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Lime and Stone. The ne^ offices of that houfe, in tholi^ 
enormous new wings, on which fo much of the public money 
had taken flight, had very confiderably fwelled the public 
cxpcnfc J but he hoped this was not to be charged to the tx* 
'travagance of adminiftration. It might be neceflary to creA 
chudcapt towers^ gorgeous palaces, zndcvtnjolemn temples^ 
but he was fure it was neither prefumptuous, tior pious, nor 
juft to charge adminiftration with excefs on that account; 

Mr. Forbes faid, the argument offered on the other fide 
ts, that thefe offices fhould not be aboliflied, becaufe they 
have not done the miichief which was prediAe4 they would 
do, they have not ftrengthened the hand of government to 
beat down all oppofition in Parliament. Do gentlemen who 
make this^aflertion forget, that in 1789, a penfion-bill pafl* 
ed this houfe ? and do they forget^ that the next year it was 
oppofed by the very men who fupported it in 17S9 ? Do 
they forget this — and if they do not^ will they fay, that 
the places vfbich were beftowed upon the members of thit 
houfe, ia the interval between the two feffions, had no in* 
fluence in altering their opinions ? 

It is faid^ Sir, that thefe offices^ and this augmentatioa 
•f falaries is neceflary; to enquire whether they be neceflary 
or not, is the object of the refolution — if they be neceflary^ 
why fliould gentlemen fea,r to have them examined ? 

Sir, there is upon your journals a folemn decifion, that 
feven commiffioners are fafficient : Would it not then have 
been decent to have laid before the houfe, the reafons which 
induced the Lord Lieutenant to increafe the number,, and 
to have taken the fenfe of parliament thereon ? But this, 
like all meafures of corruption, was carried on in fecret. 
The mark of an honefl: meafure is its open and undifguifei 
pubUcity : but this was carried on in difguife, and promul- 
gated in words of ambiguity. 

Great 



. Great credit bss been taken by the friends of Lord Buck- 
ingham, for his conduA relative to the ordnance^ for his 
^tddrefs in detecting frauds^ • and his wifdom in applying re- 
jnedies ; but how have the public benefited ? Did he reftore 
the money recovered to the public ? No* ; Jie ftoppcd it in its^ 
traniit to the £|icheqaer, and what he refcued from pecula^ 
tion, he applied to the purpofes of corruption* 

Mr. Cprry faid, it migtt appear extraordinary if he did 
jnot rife to give an anfwer to iome partof V9;hat had falleA 
from the Hon. Gentleman. The gentleman had indeed ad* 
knitted, he was not perfonally concerned ; yet^ as the part 
)xQ bore in the tranfadion, and the office he had held in 
fht ordnance might be fuppofed to aSe£t bis judgmenti he 
could not be filent. 

Hie Hon. Gentleman had faid, that the penfion bill had 
been rejected after the creation of the new places^ by all the 
gefntlemen on whom they were beftowedi and who had fup- 
ported that bill.before. 

Mr. I^orbes. — I did not fay evefy man; but I fay, many, 
and that government acquired additional flrength by the 
crtatioh of offices. 

■ Mr. Corf y. — I (land up e<Jually to deny both his faft and 
his principle. I had the honour to fupport that bill before 
I held an office; I have had the honour to fupport it fioce, 
andevcr will fupport it. What then becomes of the gentle- 
xni^n^s argument ? He muft either give up his faA or his 
principle — I think they are both untenable. As to the office . 
•of commiffioner, the gentlen;ian knows well it was not crea* 
ted for me ; that if I chofe I might long ago have had it> but 
that I refufed Tt, and I would rather have remained at the 
ordnance. 

As 
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As to the ordnance, it would indeed be a bafe d^fertion 
of Lord Buckingham, sow that hisT back is turned, wef e 1 
not to defend his conduct here. The gentleman fays, that 
money, recovered from pectilati&n, wiis (topped in its tfafnfit 
to the Exchequer, and applied to the purpofes' of corrciptiotf . 
Does the gentleman mean literally what he fays ? If he does^ 
he betrays an ignorance that I am forry fliould appear in 
this Aflembly* Sir, there was no money (lopped in its tran-« 
fit ; the cataftrophe of 'the unfortunate perfon who had been 
guilty of the peculatfOB, prevented the motiey from hting 
recovered. 

It was the intention of Lord Buckingham to put theofd-' 
fiantd office in the hands of gentlemen of propriety and 
tharaAet, that the nation might at all times be feeure of 
having an efficient ordnance, aind that thert tbight be no 
further apprefaenfion of peculation : This obliged him to 
Iraife the falaries which before were certainly too low, and 
gave a pretence for receiving perquifites, which became the 
cover for frauds. Sir, the late Surveyor General threaten-^ 
ed government that, if he was not adequately paid, he would 
leave the kingdom; and they were obliged to give him the 
place of a commiffioner at the barrack board, as a (inecuri^ 
to make good thcfleficiency of falary ^t the ordnance. 

Lord Buckingham, who was refolved to put the office on 
a proper footing, and reftore it' to vigour, found that in 
fourteen years, (for the books before that period were not 
to befound) a fum of no lefs than 70,0001. in three articles 
only, had been embezzled from the public ; and had it been 
poiSble to recover the books of the office before the period 
mentioned, ' or to deteA a number of frauds under the de- 
fcription of perquifites, I doubt not th^t a much greater 
peculation would be difcovered. After this, will any man 
ftjit thatXiordSuckingliaA docs notdcf^Te the bigheft ap- 
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, plaufe for refcuing the office qui of ike hands iri which it was^ 
and phcing it undar the diredlion of men of charaAer. 

Sir^ I do liot (of get what palTed upon this queftion laft 
yeafy when gentkoaen oa the other fide were eamefily re* 
quefted to ehter into an enquiry^ which thejr declined. I do 
&0t forget that thejr were then forward to hazard the fame 
kind of etpreffioiis which, they have ufed.this day, and 
wlu^h inet with the fame rehxtation. Neither^ da I forget 
the high and boaftfal terms in wUch they then vaunted 
themfelves, << l^at they pollefled exduQvely the confidence 
of the nation, that the people had no confidence in nunif- 
ters*'' I remember, you muft all remember^ how their 
voke reverberated from thofe walls — you muft aUl remember 
them calling on the people, and fending thmogh all the 
prints ioTitations to them to (hew their covifidence by fome 
manifeftation. ' I aik yon now, from what part of the coun* 
try has their voice re-echoed ? By what public aft have the 
people manifefted their confidence in thofe gentlemen ? I ro- 
mcmber their words in the laft year '* You are going now to^ 
be refunded into the common mafs of the people who fent 
you here> and they will judge whether you have been vi^- 
lant in attending to their intereft, or whether, like un&ith- 
ful^ards, you have flept upon your fot^ We have been 
refunded back to the people ; and what have the^people done, 
and how are we to judge of their opinions ? the great and 
populous counties have returned the perfons who adminifier 
the principal departments of the ftate: who will fay, that 
the confidence of the people is not with the government ? 
For one in an humble ftation, I have the happinefs to feel 
the opinion of a great and relpcflable trading town moft 
d^dedly in my favour. I can therefore never fubmit to 
hear gentlemen vaunt in high terms, that they done poficfs 
th^ confidence of the nation. 
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Ml*. Ponfoiiby conduded the debate with the fellowiog 
fpeech.--*»<* On the firft xhotion I had the honour to propofty 
the gentlemen on the other iide obferved a filence fo pro* 
found, as to preclude debate. On this latter, though not 
quite fo filent, yet by the motion of adjournment which thc^ 
Hon. Gentleman has made, it is obvious they d«fig0 #b 
this alfo, if pollible, to avoid a difcuiBon of the meafures 
they defend->-and were it not for the uncomiten energy oif 
my Right Hon. Friend, they would have been asfiUnt as tf 
they had feen a ghoft indeed. 

What lias been orged in opposition to this motion^ Sir, it 
will not require itauch time to anfwer--^! ihall therefore: 
briefly afifwcir the different obje^ions that have been tmdc 
to it^ and firft, Sir, a Right Hon. Gentleman has told yo% 
that *it is idle to ob}e£t to the creation of tbofe offices^ bo^ 
caufe no man could be influenced by any ofl^ce to eoncar in 
any meafure ej/intially injurious to the conftitutiotii It is weQf 
Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman has qualified his afiertiMi 
But Sir, it would be right in the Right Hon« GenlemsM M 
define what be means by this qualifying word ejfential^ or Is 
every man left to explain it as he pleafes ? If fo, he may op- 
pofe a good meafure, b'ecaufe the lofs of it iftay ttol be 
efjemiaUy injtirious to the country—and he may fupport % 
bad ineaiure, dnd fay it is not ejfentially hurtful* 

The tight Hoit. Gentleitian is futprifed too, to heat thofie 
queftiolis again brought forwatd, which were agititdd ift the 
laft feffion. There ate upwards ^ eighty member^ ift thift 
Parliament, Sir, who were not in the laft* No#> Sit;^ I 
ihould fuppofe that every one of thofe gentlemetf , if ibdjr 
do not pin their faith to the fleeve of the late parliament^ 
would be glad to hear the arguments oil which thofe ^tifi- 
ons of that |iarliament were funded. But, Sit, I iHU 6ft^ 
creafe the furpHfe and aftonifliment of the Right Hbfr* 
Getitleftiftft^I #iU ilifijMti ItiA tliat hfc fiull 0*t Mtf ke^ 

this 
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tikis queftion agitated again and again» but he fh'ill biar 
every queftiony which during the lafl: feffion, w^ brought 
forward by me, or the l^ight Hon. Gentlemaa mth whom 
I aft, With whom I have ever a£ted, and with whom I ever 
ihall aft-^they concern meafures on which I have fet my 
kcart, and which I ihall never xelinqutih but with life. 

I have heard men in oppontion^ Sir, very claniorcyus a- 
gainft places — I have heard men profefs much public fpirit, 
when aAuated only by principles of private intereft — and I 
kave feen thofe very men. Sir, accept of places, who were 
moft clamorous againft them-^and accept placed Hot in the 
moft honourable circumftances. I hitve thus, Sir^ feen hy* 
pocrify fiript of its garb, and expofed to jpuUic contempt, 
|» its native deformity. — ^The gentlemen with whom I have 
now. the honour to aft, are, I hope, incapable of fuch de- 
religion of every honourable principle ; I hope they are alfo 
united^ and will never retinquifli the purfuit of thofe 
great meafures they have adopted^ till they are finally at- 
tainedk 

. It h^ been aiTerted, Sir, that if the iofiuence of Admini- 
ftration hat encreafed, fo has. alfo the fpirit, the influence» 
^nd the intelligence of the people. Where is the proof of 
this ? Does the Hon. Gentleman mean to prove the encreaf- 
ed fpirit of the people, by their expreffions and their conduct 
in thofe ailemblies, which on other occafions he denomi- 
nates idle tumults, feditious cabals, or deluded meetings. If 
he doesi Sir, he is inconfiftem with himfelf}^-if he does not, 
where elfe will he direft us to look for their encreafed wif-^ 
dom or ipirit ? 

. Another Hon« Gentleman, has aikedi fhall all expences of 
Jbttildin^&c. be- charged to the account of Government? 
Sir^ we do not charge expenceof this kind, as the ei^pence 
pi Qomvtxoxx '9 but if: in this i^fttucei- or any oti^co tbe pub* 
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lie m6nf y is improperl jr applied, it is certainly Adittinfiratif 
on alone who are chargeable with it. We, Sir, have not 
the command of the public money — they arc the men wKtt 
difpofe the treaiure of the natiott, thcytherefore arc the men 
who are refpbnflble fdr every item of expenditure, whether 
it foe for gprgebus palaces, for cloud capt towers, or tho(e 
enormous wings 'on which fo much of the public wealth ii 
iaid to have taken its flight* ^ 

• An Hon. Member has faid, that he Would rather not ham 
accepted the office he holds — perhaps fo — the Hon. Gentle^ 
man muft then have thought that there was Ibmething pecu* 
}iarly difgraceful in the creation ol that office* < 

f 

The fame Hon. Member hasTaid that tiis Adminiftratioii 

4fi not charges^ble with the creation of thofe offices-^No ! bitf 
they are chargeable with the continuation of them'-^ey 
are yet too young for fuch flagrant pfiences — no doubt^ 
their maturer age will emulate thedairing of their predeceff^ 

The Hon. Member has talked of flippant and bfconSdfiBH 
afTertion. J fay. Sir, that no afTertion was made which the 
e^ent has not verified. It was aiTerted that the confideoce qf 
the peofde was with us. Ha$ not the iffiieof thegenml 
ele£):ion, to which the Hon. Member appeals, proved it fir ? 
— Loolyto the numerous, the honourable, majority by whicil 
a Right Hon. Gentleman near me, has been returned for 
you^ metropolis, in oppofition to all the wiles and all the in^ 
fluence, and all the threats of Admmifiration. Where fhall 
we look for an inftance more ftriking-«-a proof moife ftrong 
of utibounded confidence ? ' 

But look, fays the Hon. Member, to the TrcaliiiTf-B^nek 

^— ^ee the Finander returned to you by the people— fi^ th€ 

firft Commiffioner of the Revenue returned to yoa by t^ 

people 
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|>CDple ^nd Cec, faf s the Hon. Member, the eacre^e vUch 
the Treafury-b*ench hu received of f oother gentlemfa ii| 
offijcej returned by the people«---Good God, Sir, has the 
fhn. Gentleman forgot in a feur ihort months that one part 
of the fyflem which we are bound to oppofe is the power oC 
Revenue-officers to return to this Houfe the inen to whom 
their fitiiatioa neceflSurilf Aibjefts them i The return then of 
a firft Commiffioner is, to he fure, a convincing argument 
that the Adminiftration of this country are i^ fuU pofleffion ^ 
of the confidence of the public. And the return of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer^^a man whofe office gives him 
no influence at all — is, ^o doubt, an unanrwerable argument 
that influence of office has ao operation in this country, an4 
^t confe(|uently the CQcreafe ot offices cannatbe an^viU 

The yo^mg Members who had not the very great h^ppk 
«eft of hearing the many and moil excellent arguments whidi 
yrere argued by the gentlemen oii the other fide of the houfisi 
ik defence of thofe offices during the bft f^^oa^have oo^ 
I think, much reafon to regret that circumftance^ heayring 
as they do the no lefs able reafoning of the fame gentIeiAei\ 
ia their fevour to-night. 

I wiii ftate for them, Sir» the fum of that reafimiag. Im 
the year 1789 a Viceroy of this country being rather in a9 
esibarrafied iituation — having been ceaiured by this houfer-f 
which cenfure is yet to be IG^en upon your jooraaIs*«^vi&4 
a very ingenious way tp e»trUite hififejf, and if not to re- 
concile to him this b^ufe aiid the pubUCf »t Jeaft to raiie 
lm(d£ above its anger—it f?s the cr^eatipfi pi 14 PL ACfSj 
a]) of wUcfe k^ heftowed ^poa meipbers ^f Parliamoit ; hy 
this ftep^ though to be fure places, 4^. cpi l^ve ao influ- 
ence on the minds of Gentlemen who fit within thefe walls, 
yet it^bmef how or other happened, by tids ft6p,.Ifayi that 
lie efeAed a change hi his jEavour. StU} the meafure is cea- 

&red as tending to procure a corrupt iuppoit«M*the defence 

now 
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now fet up for them is^^that we have not (btwed them to be 
vjelefs. Good God^ gir, Ought not ibrf to fk^m that they: 

Bat| fays the Hon. Gentleman, I will give gentlemen 
ground to argue againft this motion, by relating the ttlility of 
the charges in the oMnance. For me. Sir, I would moft 
fcrupuloufly avoid mentioning the Marquis of Biyckipgham ; 
but I muft fay, that whatever may be the merit of his ar- 
rangements, his adminiftration was peculiarly happy in find* 
\n^ out the fingular ability of gentlemeii in the Houfe of 
Commons, I Ihall not impeach the ability or the virtue of 
thofe gentlen^en, but I think it would be prudent not to laf 
too much weight on arguments founded thereon. The doc-* 
trine itfelf, however true it may be, muft be unpleafant to 
the nation at large, fince it infinuates. that, of all the indU 
viduals it contains, there are only about 30 that are at all 
capable of difcharging the duties of a common ofBce* As to 
the Aatement of the faviu^, &c. in th? ordnance, which the 
Hon. Gentleman has faid was effeftcd by the Marquis's re- 
gulations, I {hail only fay, that whatever favings fnay have 
taken place, they are invifible ones — for the ezpenfe of that 
departn^ent continues as great as ever it was. 

By the queftion of adjournment which you have now be«^ 

ipre you> Sir, I plainly fee that it is the intention of admini- 

ilration to reft pot on argument or reafpning for a defence 

ofthsk meafures, b^t 911 wh^tt the ccoruption an4 influence 

ire war againft has procured them^ — namely dead, Majorhiei. 

Yet, 8ir» this (hall not deter u«. Whether this be their plan, 

or not» we ihall certainly bring forward in the courie of the 

fefiijon e^ery one of thofe meaiures which were agitated htt 

feSion, though without effefi:. 

The queftion of adjournment being putj there tppeaitd^ 

Ayes i^. 139 I Noes , -f^ 7a 

Tellers for the Ayes,~Mr. Stanley and Mr. Moore. 

for the NoeS| —Mr. Ponfonbyi and Mr. Forbes. 

On 



%5t Conectanea jj^lftfes^ 

f On the 8th of February Mr. Grattan addrcflcd the Iioufe» 

f ott the fiibjea of Bceragc ;-— He ftid, « That u-hcn the 

Right Hoa. Gentlernan in the feryice of Government was 

^ft (effion aflced what redre& of grieTence$ wa$ intended ? he 

AQf7ere4 with a Hank ; hvit h^ added^ as a compepf^tiop fof 

I the abfcQc^ of all good to he deqianded of the prefent Go- 

ve^ament, that at leaft they would govern according to the 
law of the land. It is with much regret I am now obliged to 
inform that Right Hon. Gentlexnan ^at the Government 
far whom he made that engagemept has not governed according^ 
to the law of the lan4^ bnt lias ip ^iycfs inftance^ yioIate4 

J propoTe three qq^(lions for the J^ight Hon. Gentleman'^ 
cjaniider^tion ; Firf):> Is not the fale of peerages iikgal? --^ 
Seconds 1$ it pot a high miidemeanor apd impeachable 
qflfence r — Third, whether a contrail: tp purchafc feats for pcr-^ 
fons named by the Minifters of the crown^ with the monej . 
arifing from the fale of the peerage, is not in itfcif an illcgaj 
and impeachable tranfaAion, and a gre&t ageravatio^i of th^ 
Qther mifdcmcanors ? 

I wait for anfwer. Does the Right Hon. Gentleman coin 
finue in his feat ? Then he adm its thcfe tranfaftions to be 
great and flagrant breaches of the law. No lawyer I find fo 
old arid hardy — fo young and defperate — as to deny it. Thut 
ft appears that the Adminiftration of thb country, by the dc* 
knowledgement of their own lawyers, have in a high decree 
broken the laws of the land. I will now difcufs the nature 
of tranfaftions admitted to be illegal, I know the prerogative 
of conferring honours has been held a frugal way ofrewar* 
ding merit ; but I dwell not on the lofs of any collateral zd^ 
vantages by the abufe of that prerogative, but on the lofs of 
the a^nce of the power itfelf, no longer a mieans of exalting, 
and now become an inftrument of difgrace. I will ezpoftu^ 

•*'■*• ^ - • kte 
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late with his Excclkncy on this fubje^. — I /will bring him to 
an cmi^ej^^e^ frojn whence he may I'urvcy the people of this 
iflapd. Is there, my Lord, a,man of all who pafs under your 
eye* pn^ m%n whom you can e^alt by any title you may thin^ 
tQ Qonfer ? You may create, a cQnfufion in nameSi or you^ 
may c^ft a veil over families, biit honour, that facred gem,^ 
you have caft in the dirt. I do not a£k you merely whether, 
there is any man in the ifland whom you can raifc, but I afk 
yoii is there any man whom you would not difgrace, by at- 
tempting to give him title, except fuclxa ii?an as would ex-r 
stlt you h ihe acceptance — fome man whpfe hereditary oj; pcilt 
fpnal pr^tenfiops would refcue his name and dignity from.the 
apparent blemifh and ridicule caft on, him by a, gi;ant from 
thofe hands to whom his Majefty has moft unfortunately a-* 
l^andoned in Ii^eland the reins of government ? 

The mifchiefdoes not go merely [to the crediti bi|t m.^y a£i 
^cft the exiftence of the nobility, 

Otir miniftry, no doubt, condenm the National Affembly, 
la extinguifliing the nobility of the country, and I dare fay 
they will talk very fcrupuloufly and plauflbly onthatfubjedt^ 
they certainly have not extinguiftied the nobility of Ireland, 
but they have (as far they could) attempted to difgrace them, 
aud by fo doing have attempted to lay the feeds of their ex? 
tinftipn The Irilh Miniftry have a£ted with mp^e apparent 
moderation j but the French democracy have a£l;ed with 
more apparent confiftency. The French democracy have at 
one blow ftruck from the nobility power, perquifite andrankr. 
The Irifla Miniftry h^ve attempted tp ftrike offlionours and 
authority, and.propofe to leave them their powers and their 
privil^g^f* The Irijh Mtmjiery aft^r attempting to. r^wAr their 
honours as fakable as the feats of juftice were, in France at 
the nioft unregencrated period ot her monarchy— propofe 
tj> fend them al^road to, exa{l deference from the people a$ 

"SToi^ • IL Q^ hereditary 
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hereditary tegiflators, hereditary counfellors to the King, 
and hereditary judges of the iand ; and if hereafter any at- 
tempt ihouM be made on our order of Peerage^ook to your 
Miniftry, they arc the caufe — they— they — they who 
Have attempted without fucccfs, but with tnatchlefs perfevc- 
rance, to make the peerage mifchievous, and therefore are 
guihy of an eventual attempt to declare it ufclefs. 

Such a Minifter is but a pioneer to the leveller — ^hc com- 

pofes a part of his army and marches in the van, ?irid demo* 

}i{h£8 iall the moral, conAitutional, and political obflru£tion$ 

, of principle, and purity, and all the moral caufes that would 

fupport anth«>rity, rank an i fubordination. 

Such a minffler goes before tbc leveller, like Sin preceding 
the fhadow of Death, fhedding her poifons and diftilling her 
hifluence, and preparing the^ie^tar (he touches for mortality. 
I don't fay that fttch a Minifter with his own hands ftrips 
the foliage ofFthe tree of nobility —No — he is thtj early blight 
that comes to the ifland to wither your honours, in the firft 
blaft of popular breaith to fcatter, fo that at laft the whole 
leafage of nobility may defcend. 

• iThis Miniftet, he does not come to the foundation of the 
Houfe of Lords with his pick-ax, nor does he ftore all their 
vaults with trains of gmi powder, 

« 

He is an enemy of a different fort — he does not purpofa 
to b/pw up the Houfes of Parliament — he only endeavours to 
corrupt the inftitutions,* and he only undermines the moral 
props of opinion >nd authority^ be only endeavours to tabit po* 
bility.^he fells yoar Lor4s «xrd he buys yonr commcois. 
The tree of nobility that it may flourifli forever, and ftand 
the bl^ht df Minifters and ^c blaft of p^Jaf 'fory— ^that 
it my remain on its hill rejoicing, and latfgh laTcoAi^that c- 
nfi,xxvj^ which in the perfon of the miniftry of the Cro^rtn, Ixas 

gone 
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gone agalnft the nobler of the land. That they ma^ fur^ 
vive — furvive to give council to thofe very Minidersi and 
perhaps, to pronounce judgment upon Z^^w— but if evex; the ax 
fliould go into that forefl — if on the track of the merchant 
maO| in the fhape of the nainifler, the political woodman, in 
theihape of the leveller, ihould follow — if the fale of peerage 
as exercifed by the prefent Minifter, becoming the ordinary 
refource of Government|{hould provoke a. kindred extreme/ 
s^nd give birth to a race of men as unprincipled and defjperate 
in one extreme as they are in the other, we fhall then feel it 
our duty to reflft fuch aiv effort, and as we now reflft thq 
Minifter'is attempts to diCi^onour, fo Chall we then reflft thQ 
confequence of his criavc;^*- projects to extinguiih the non 
tility. 

][a the m^anr time fco prevent fuch a cataftrophe , k is necef« 
fary to deftroy fuch a praAice, and there/<M:e neceflary to. 
p.unilhj or rmove, or inUmidate aod check your Mioifters» 

I would not be under ftood to fpeak now of a figurative fale 
of honours — I am fpeaking of an a£lual one in the moft lite<^ 
ral fenfe of the word. 1 know the grants of honours have been 
at certain times made for influence, diftinft from pretenfionSL 
— but not the argent comptant, the ftock purfe, it is not title 
for influence, but title for money to buy influence. You have 
carried it to the laft f^ep, and in that (tep have gone beyond 
the moft unfcrupulous of your predeceflbrs 5 they may have 
abufed the prerogative, but you have broken the laws. Your 
coptradl has been what a cOui^t of law would condemn for 
Its illegality, and a court of equity for its turpitude. 

The Minifters have endevoured to defllo tt^ fource of ho- 
nour, they hav^ alfo attempted to. pollute the fiream of juf- 
tice. The fale of a peerage is the fale of a judicial emplof- 
ment which cannot be fold without breach of an exprefs aft 

of Parliament, the ad: of R. IL andEdw. VL 
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I know the judicial power is only incidental to peerage, but 
the fale is not the lefs againft the fpirit of the a£l; indeed it 
is the greatcft poffible offence againft the fpirit of the aft, in- 
afmuch as the judicial power io this cafe is final, and cbmpre^ 
hends all th? judgments ^nd decrees in ^U the cpurtsof la\7 
and equity 

If I am injured in an inferior Coqrt, I can be^r it, it 1$ 
not without remedy. But there, where e^very thing is to b^ 
finally correfted — where the public is to be protefted and pcf- 
cued from the vindlftive ignorance of a Judge, or the little 
driving, arbitrary genius of aMinifter — the laft oracle of all 
the laws, and the^rjl foundation £/" council^ and oaegreatcon- 
flituent of the legi^aturc, to attempt to make that great repo? 
{itory a market, to ercil at the door of the Hou{e of Lords 
tke flail of the minifter, M^bere be an4 his friends ihould.exer- 
ciie their calling, and carry fuch an illicit and Shocking trade. 
That a Minifter ihould have caft out of bis heart all refpefk 
for human inditutions, fo far as to attempt to poft himfelf at 
the door of that chamber— the mod illuftrious, feleft, and 
ancient of all inftitutions we know of— to poft himfelf there 
with his open palm, and to adpait a}! who would pay for 
feats, 

Is this the man who is to. teach the Irifh a refpeft for the 
laws, and to inculcate the bleflings, of the Britifti cQ.nflitut^- 
jon} 

^ Hiftory is not wanting in inftances of grofe abufes of the 
prerogative in the difpofal of the Peerage, the worft minif* 
ters perhaps have attempted, but I will afTert, the whole Hif- 
tory of England docs pot furnifh fo grofs and illegal an exer- 
cife as any one of thofe bargams conrrafted for by theTtfinlf- 
terof Ireland— in the reign of Queen Anne there was, by the 

torics of the times, a great abufe of that power twelve 

Peers 
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Peers created for an occailon. la fome particulars there 
was a fimUitude between that an4 the prefent aA-— it was an 
•^ attempt to model the houfe of Lords — but there was no mo- 
ney given — the turpitude of our tranfaflion was wanting in 
the a A of the Miniflry of Queen Anne, it was an a£t of in« ' 
fluence purporting to model one houfe of parliament, but it 
was not the fale of the fefits of one houfe to buy thofe of the 
other, and model boih. 

The fecond inftance is the fale of a Peerage l^y the Duke 
of Buckingham in the reign of Charles the firft, it was one of 
the articles of his impeachment, a Peerage fold to Lord Ro- 
berts for io>oooL it was a high mifdemeanor, a flagrant il- 
legality, and a great public fcandal, fo far it refeihbles your 
condu£k, but it was no more — the offence was confined to 
a fingle inftancej^ the Duke of Buckingham created one Peer 
of the Realm, one Hereditary Legiflator, one Hereditary 
Counfellor, and one final Judiciary for a fpecific fum of mo* 
ney for his private ufe — ^but tlie Irifh Minifter has created 
divers Hereditary Legiflators, divers Hereditary Counfelldrs, 
and divers final Judiciaries for many fpecific fums of money 
— the Duke of Buckingham only took the money for a feat 
in the Peers, and applied Jt to his own ufe — but the Irifh 
Minifter has taken money for feats in the Peers under con- 
tract that it (hould be applied to purchafe feats in the Com- 
mons — the one is an infulated crime for private emolument, 
the other a projeft againft the common weal in this aft. 

The Minifters have fold the prerogatives of the Crowri to 
buy the privileges of the people — they have made the con- 
flituent part of the legiflature pernicious to each other — they 
have played the two houfes like for^ upon one another*— 
they have difcovered a new mode of deflroying that fine 
fabric, the Britifh Conflitution, which efcaped the deftruc- 
tivc penetration of the worft of their predccefTors, and the 
fruit of their fucccfs in this moft unhallowed, wicked endea- 
vour 
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TOur would be the fcandal of Icgiflation, which is the com-i 
men right of both houfes ; of jurifdiaion, which is the pe- 
culiar privilege of one) and adding the difcredit which, by 
fiich offences, they bring on the third branch of the Con- 
ftituftioii, imfortunatdy excrcifed in their own perfon^, they 
haver attempted to reduce the whole progrefs of govcrn- 
m€ftit in this cotliitry, from the firft formation of law to the 
final decifipn and ultimate execution — from the cradle of 
the law through at! its progrefs and formation to its laft ihape 
of nronumental record s they have attempted to reduce it, 
I fay, to difrepute and degradation. 

Ate thefe things to go unpuni(hed — are they to pafs by with 
the feffioii, like the fafhion of your coat, or any idle fubjefb 
of tafte or amufement ? 

-" • 

' ** •. 

Is any ftate»erimipal to be puniflbed in Ireland ?^^Is there 
fuch a thing as a ftate-offence in Ireland?— <If not, re«- 
nouncethe name of iftqueft, if — aye— punifli ■ H e con- 
cluded by txipyiiigj 

<* Refolved, that a fclcft committee be appointed to en- 
quire in the moft folemn manner, whether the late or pre- 
fcnt adminiftration have entered into any corrupt agreement 
with any perfon or perfons, to recommend fuch perfon or 
pcrfons to his Majefty, for the purpofe of being created 
Peers of this kingdom, in confideration of their paying cer- 
tain fums of money, to be laid out in the purchafe of feats 
for members to ferve in parliament, contrary to the rights 
of the people, inconilftent with the independence of parlia- 
ment, and in direA violation cf the fundamental laws of the 
land." 

Mf. Curran fecondcd the motion. 

The Attorney General.— I think it necefiary to rife, as 
th$ RigjbcHon. Gentleman hajs thought proper to allude to 
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iivhat fell from me in the laft parliament. The. Right Hon. 
Gentleman has informed you, tliat f then faid the govern- 
ment was determined to rule the nation according to the 
laws of the land ; he did then, as he now docs, treat the 
declaration with fome diftruft ; neverthelefs I am bold to 
declare that the promife has been performedi though the 
Right Hon. Gentleman has aiTerted that they hzve not 
governed by law ; for, fays he, thef hs^ve violated the law 
by the fale of peerages ; and then he has very emphatically 
called upon all the lawyers, and has aiked whether there arc 
any fo old and hardened, or fo young and defperatej as to 
deny, 

That the fale of peerages is illegal ? 

That the fale of peerages is an impeachable offence ? 

« 

And that it is highly impeachable, and highly punifhabld 
to fell Peerages and employ the money to purcbafe feats in 
this houfe ? Sir, the Right Hon. Gentlemait will ezcuie me^ 
if I think that fo much pomp and fo much form, was not 
neceflary in aiking thefe queftions ; for there is no lawyer, 
nor no man, young or old, who will not 'fay, that if fuch 
things were done, they were both illegal and punifhable. 
This is my opinion, ahd if this will ftrengthen his argument^ , 
he has my anfwer. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman, not being interrupted by re- 
ply while fpeaking, has ailumed, that the charges which he 
has made againft Minifters were admitted ; and he has pro- 
ceeded to treat them as libellers and atrocious offenders ; 
but the Right Hon, Gentleman muft excufe me if I fay that 
his refolution is little lefs than a libel on the three eftates of 
parliament. He .fays that the King's MinifterS have fold 
the Peerage for money to purchafe feats in this houfe ; and 
we are, upon this bare aflcrtion, to proceed- to a folemn en- 
quiry. Suppofe I was to fey that niy Right Hon, Pticnd; 
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the Chanc^lor of the Exchequer,^ had robbed the Treafury^ 
how would every man's feelings revolt at the aflertionj Such 
a charge might injure me who made it, bat it could not af- 
feft him. On the fame ground I truft the HoUfe will not, 
tipon mete fiiggenion, entertain a que (lion tendidg only to 
throw an odium on an adminiftration that governs with per- 
feft pjidprict]^, and todifturb the minds of the people^ who 
tinder this government enjoy every bleffing of peace and 
profperity* 

In the laft parliament th's meafurc was propofed, and the 
ground on which it was fupported was common fame — a foun- 
.dation on which the pooreft man in the land could not be 
charged. You were laft year defired tO adp^t this flanderous 
charge on the authority of common fame ; and now the fame 
motion is repeated, though the Right Hon. Gentleman has 
ii6t cbndefcended to oS*er any proof ; nay^ he h&s pot even 
told you Where he heard the calumny— perhaps it was in fom^ 
fcandalous evening paper* 

But, Sir, why confine this enquiry to the preftnt oir late 
^miniltration, more than te any former? Is the Gentleman 
^are, that fomething might come out which he would not 
wiXh to appear? Did any man in former times barter his 
intercft in any borough for a peerage } If he did, did he not 
incur all the guilt charged by the Right Hon. Gentleman. ? 

Mr. Barriugton, in a maiden fpeech, reprobated the 
refolution, as being equally ungracious to the croWn, and 
degrading to parliament. He^faid, it was a refolution found- 
ed alone on the glowing imagination and brilliant language 
of its mover, or the private views and public fpeculation of 
its fupporters, a flimiy fabric, built upon aflcrtion, without 
iafts to fupport its bafe, or reafon to fupport its fuperftruc- 
tute. He faid, the introdtiaion of this queftion, was, in it- 
fclf, di^rogatory of the dignity of the Houfe \ and that its 
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&cldptidh would ftain their journals with the moft wantbti, 
Unproved, unparliamentary charge of guilt oh one houfe^ 
tind pollution on the other ; a charge which ^otild be a lad- 
ing record of their difhonour, when the committee would 
determine that the charge was groundle& — that the enquiry 
was vain — that the meafure was malicious : it is true, though 
ho puniOiitient could be inSi^led, no impeachment could take 
place, but the purity of parliament would be no more-^the 
jpride, the honour of the conftitutioh, would fade away lin* 
der the blaft of furpicion ; the elh4uiry woilld end, biit the 
record would remain, thie lateft pofterity would figh for th0 
vices ;bf their fathers ; and would revert with horror from 
the black page of their journals, which would tell the world, 
that the parliament of Ireland could befufptBed of being th6 
bafeft of the people, and could be weak enough to record it ! 
Jf gentlemen had grounds, had proofs, had fa£ls to fupport 
the charge — mo^ for an impeachment on the guilty head, 
and let it fall to the manes of the injured conftitution ; but 
never, by a wild unfupported refolution, fink a flain they 
could never erafc. He then, with energy, reprobated op- 
poiitioh and their vieWs : he faid, it was fpeculation, not 
public virtue, which iniligated a violent oppoiltion to the 
xneafures and the peace of government. That the fenfe of 
public duty, and the fire of public virtue, did not reflde at 
one fide only of the houfe, or the other fide of the houfe. 
Only; that it Was not to be erected by fpeculation, or de* 
preiled by office ; it was an inherent principle in the mind 
of man, and he believed was not bound to party \ for he had 
feen the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grattan) on both fides. 
He denied the neceffity of a penfion or a place-bill; and faid, 
he trufled, the Hon. Gentleman would not find them fo 
noxious in a future adminiflration as in the prefent. 

He then entered into a defence of the M^ir^uls of Bncking'* 
ham's and Lord Weftmoreland's adminiftrations; and repro- 
bated the ideai that any error of the former ihould tarnifh 
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the honour of bis fucceflbr; but gentlemen had miftaken 
liceiitioufnels for liberty, and were proceeding ia meafurcs 
which could only tend to indulge their airy caftles, aggran- 
dife their honoursi embarrafs the public time, and inflame 
the people* 

He dwelt on the ficklencfs of the refolution: the unparlia- 
mentary mode of propofing it :^ the dangerous and difgrace- 
ful tendencies \ and concluded by ftamping his negative on a 
meafure, which, from its weaknefs, its uncertainty, and its 
informality, ihould periih at the moment of its birth* 

Mr. Sheridan faid, if his Right Hoi>. Friend (Mr. Grattan) 
apologized for fpeaking at fo late an hour, what fhould be 
fays— he felt himfelf impelled by his duty to tbe public *»— 
for though he did not, perhaps, reprefent many, he repre- 
fented one^ whbm all Ireland would eleft $ imd therefore he 
coniidered himfelf more than |n common acceptation, a 
repreientativ^ of the people. — A learned Gentleman (the 
Attorney General) had faid, produce your proofs, before you 
commence enquiry. — ^Would the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
in a profecution at the fuit of the Crown, publiih his proofs 
before enquiry, aod difclofe the evidence ? — ^He would not. 
The learned Gentleman knew his duty too well. If there 
was any thing like the pride of parliament in this country, 
the fubjeA now before them {hould call it forth. If the 
Houfe of Commons, the^rand Inquejl of the nation, had 
ever reafon to inditute enquiry, in order to impeach^ we 
have it now. If it is aiked, impeach whom ? We anfwer, 
the Governor ivho controBed^ and the Governor who 
carried that control into execution. If it is required, for 
what? We anfwer, ior felling the Honours of the Nation, 
and in ihzt fak vending the legijative powers of the realm. He 
did not complain of the/ar^io/exercife of the rojral preroga- 
tive. Minifters may, for inftan^e, raife two Chief Judges 
to the Peerage, and they may ovedoak a |]^d» though he 

be 



Collectanea Folttica# ^2 

be chief among the Chiefs. Minifters may confer peerages 
upon ' members of parliament, not to^reward their fervices^ 
bat their ibfferingsj— their lofs of cbara£kr in the dercUfit^ 
on of public principle ; — to footh them for the melancholy 
mechanifm of years pa£fed in thishoufe^ without fenie orvoli« 
tion, the men loft in the machines. — Minifters may con« 
fer peerages on men barely unblam^able, and introduce them 
into the houfe of Peers, in as eafy a way as in the reign of 
Queen ^nne. Minifters may, as they have done^ raife men 
to the Peerage^ who never did the ftate any fervice, civil or 
military ; men very amiable inprivate life, but wbofe virtuesT 
were fo very domeftic, fb much at hooKf that they pofidZ^ 
ed, what among tha Roman Ladies was deemed the higheft 
honour, that of not being publicly in^wn cr talked of. All this ' 
he admitted Minifters might do ; though he fpoke from great 
auth(H*ity, when hefaid, theible power of conferring honours 
was vefted in the Crown, upon the f]^c>al t&nfidemt^ that they 
fhouid be conferred only upon thofe who deferifii them} and if 
there Was nothing more in being a lord, than the advantage of 
diftiii£lion and ceremony, the bauble mind might be gratified; 
the injury would be lefs, if the real andilluftrious nobility of 
the realm could unfnr them&lves-^if they couU refign the 
hfteiied diftlnftioci, the degraded honour, lifce the govesn** 
ment of a Country, as in a lat^ cafe, that of a noUemadi 
whofe private virtues certified his public charaQer ; a Noble*' 
man who had aliened the fummit of pojmhrhy^ witlioiit 
making one unworthy facrifice j-^^a Nobleitmnj^ who having 
no competitor in charafier, required no ailbciate is power ; 
aNobisihan, who on any great emergency^ could ^tkSi 
more in this country than the whole powor of Governmenty 
fuch as k ift ; a Nobleman who on a ^csit emergency, pf^fir* 
vei the i$nfiitutkn^ tbi chi(rckandfAe^00i,^^Didhtf Whtfnhe 
commanded the hearts and b^ids of an armed comfltonity^ 
did he ** tide in the wbirlwindf and diteB tbijkrm? NoH^Hlk 

C11ME9 iT.<4MMr. Sheridattpmotdoj^tiiei deyadatiop of 
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the Houre <rf Peers muft, in its effcft, deftroy the grand re* 
fource of the coaftitution> the great afyhim of the king and 
the people. What were the tiobility ? They were Icgiflators, 
judges, and counfellors, of the cirowii — Strange, that fpe- 
cialcare fliould be.takeii to prevent an occafional conformift 
from being a conftable ; an occafidnal freeholder from vo- 
ting at an ele£tion, and no prefervation agalnft an occa/iofwl 
Lord beidg a judge, a Legiflatdr, and hereditary Counfellor 
of his Prince.— Men were made Peers, whofe chief celebrity 
arole from the ^Jlhnabh circumflances attending their pa- 
tents of Peerage. — Formerly Kings gave reafonsin their pa- 
tents-^fttch aS| great actions, long and faithful fervicc$ to ther 
eommon wealth, hereditary worth, but if the pen of truth en- 
grofied the patents in queftion, how muft they run — for and 
in confideratxon of 4000 guineas, — for and in confideration 
of two automatons fold and delivered, with ftrings and wires, 
into the bands of the minifter.— Or whereas, A. B. having 
voice aiid motion, did deliver up both to be governed by us 
for a certain time, in a certain place ; and whereas the faid A* 
B. is tired of being the machine, and is willing and able to 
provide two other machines ; now we taking the premifes in- 
to our moft ierious confideration, and perceiving that we (hall 
thereby obtaiti two for one, do therefore, and lo forth— Thus 
the gentleman becomesa right truftee and well beloved coufin; 
but the unfortunate iben thus branded with a coronet, fhould 
recoUe£k that in this^i^rr^^^/relationfliip, they alfo are liable 
to the charge } they alfo are guilty of an high crime and mi& 
demeanor We afiert, that Peerages have been bartered for 
gold s we defire the opportunity of proving the aflertion. We 
aflert that feats have been given in one Houfe of Parliament 
in exchange for feats in the other, thereby attempting, and in 
truth effefling, an unconftitutional influence in both ; this 
we defire to prove* The fountain of honour is made to play 
into one ^r^m^ channel, with a collateral ^vtzmjupplying the 
other. It is a mockery of honours, not raiiing the man to the 
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peerage, but levelling the peerage to the man. It is a malign 
nant war carried on by on« branch of the Icgillaturc againft 
the other two, depriving, in the fwc ftf okc^ on^ Houre of 
confidence, the otl^er pf dipnityi 

Mr. PoNsoNBY.— I would not hav« fpokcn, Sir, on iSais^ 
queftion, indifpofed as I am, were not my mind and my fed-. 
angs ftrongly agitated by fome arguments which I have heard 
ndvanccd by Gi?ntlemen on the other fide. An hoji. member 
has thought proper to amend the refolutiod of my Right Hon. 
Friend, by inserting the . word any iq the place pf late and 
prefent adminiilration. I prefume from the manner in which 
this amendment was propofed, tbofe gentlemen (bppofed we 
were adverie to any general enquiry ofthis kind, and iiwidSi/re-^' 
jeft it. ' The faft is not fo — and I now call on the Hon. Gen« 
tleman, and the Hon. and Right Hon. Gentlemen who ib 
vociferoufly approved the amendment — I call on them now 
io fupport this refolution, amended as it is to their own wifli*^ 
If they do not, I hope the public will fee the trick endeavour* 
ed to be played on them, and that thete is nothing in the con- 
templation of gentlemen but to get rid of every ibecies of 
en(|uliy« 

Another Hon. and learned Gentleman, when an Hod. 
Friend of mine made a quotation, profefTed to quote the con* 
text of that quotation, but inftead of doing fo he has quoted^ 
what is not to be found in any part of that poem my friend- 
alluded to, but in a very bad parody upon that poem — ^Which 
was the Cflw^^;^« pf Mr, Addifon — hence the cOncIufionts 
pretty obvious, that the Hon. Gentleman's genius is better 
fuited to burlefque than heroics. 

Gentlemen have faid. Sir, that common fame is no ground 
for my Right Hon. Friend's motion. I deny it. No mln 
acquainted in the fmalleft degree with parliamentary hiftory 
Will deny that common fame is ground of enquiry, tho* not 
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of finftl dectCon« But if gcDtletncn are uawilUog to rift their 
graidty ovrefiOtttion by inftitutii^g an iiiquiry on the ground 
of GOOKnon fxne, I will ftate to them what they will coilGder 
fufficient groudd for this enquiry — a Member of this houfc 
ftanding up, and he averting he has good reafon to believe 
that peerages faan^e'been fold, This, Sijj the Gentlemen 
will acknowledge to be the ground of enquiry, ^ow. Sir, 
I am that man, X f^y I have good reafon to believe 
that Peerages have been ibid for mon^y-«»nay more, I hav^ 
PitoO!F> Give xBt a committeej and if I do not eftabliih iby 
charge, d^rade out— let me no longer enjoy the character of 
ao honeft maau I dare you to it'^zad I rid; my reputation on 
ctftaMifbing thei»ft,-^Sut, no ; Ton will not give me the op« 
poctuiiky««*'70U are not afi*aid of ^Ifhood in me, hut of proof 
ag^flft youriehts i Good God, Sir r the peerage of the bn^ 
mcpofed to common auflion ! And what is the defence ? Why 
the i£une. thing has been done before. What then ? The rea^ 
foniog is aUurd. If a criminal ad pais unnoticed| is the re-* 
petition of it— the making it a part of the fyftcm <rf govern^ 
xfaeot — ^is that therefore to be juftified ? Why, Sir, the fin^ 
gle 9t&, might be pafied over — it is making it the daily operati- 
on of Government — the fyftem by which they fubfift^-tthait 
calls for reprobation and punifhment^ 

1 hear much, Sir, from gentlemen on the other fide of the- 
confidence of the people — of appeals to new eleflions. — Gen- 
tlemen-may tzlk JIuent/jt Sir, on this topic, and they mzy mak^ 
that appeal with fccurity when they have taken good care by 
filch means as we are now confidering to procure a majority 
cf feats in this Houfe. Still, Sir, thcfe m.eans are not the 
lels criminal — ineans fuch as never before were made ufe of 
as they have beeninthiscountry — means which tend to saife 
the Tices of mankind to the feat of virtue •<- to place the petty 
f^gS^^S attorney, the man who has accumulated property jjy 
fhe moft culpable and ungentleman-like methods— to make . 
fnch men the peers of your land — the hereditary CounfeUors 
pf the Crown, one of thcfe eftates of your realm ! — Good 
God ! are you Gentlemen ! do you hope for the honour of 
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Peerage as a^cward fbr your fervicc, or that your poftcrity 
Ihould one day be raifed to it, and will you bear to fee the 
feat of honour thus debafed — thofe Peerages fold, and fold 
for the word of purpofes, the purchafes of the houfe of com*- 

uioas ? 

( 

But we are told this motion will not be agreed to becatffe 
we do not offer the coantry a new Conftitution. What ? be- 
caufe we do not propofe this, are we to be percluded from 
corre£ling any abufes ? — But, why ihouki we propofe this 
meafure ?-^Every thing originating here, is blafted m the 
bud — we face the North, let them produce the meafi;re— witl^ 
them it may profper — but it is the infelicity of that foil tbact 
in it nothing vegetates but the weeds of rank corruption* I 
now repeat, that I have proof of this cliarge agamft Admi* 
jiiftration, give me a Committee, and I will produce it. If 
you were innocent, the propofition affords you two advanta- 
ges, the opportunity of fully eftabliOilngof your kinocencej 
and of proving my iaHhooi* 

Here the queftion was called for, and on bein£ put, there 
appeared. 

Ayes, , ~ ^ Si 

vNocs, — , — 135 



Majority againft the motion -^ 52 

Tellers for the Ayes,— Mr. G Ponfonby and Mr. SheridajDL 
For the Noes, — — M. Beresford and Mr. Barrington. 

jOn the 5th of May 1791-— the Lord Lteutenaait «iiichRi« 
ed this fefiion with the foUoviring fpeech« 

<^ My Lords and GentJemen^ 

'« His majcfty having dtrcfted an uugmeiitfttioB to** 
made of his 'naval forces, in order to add we^t lio^it 
reprefentatives for the re-eftablifhmeirt cf peace htf tw^a 
Ruffia and the Porte, has commanded me to communicate 
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tW& <ArcuDpiftvi?e to his parlhmcnt of Irdfnd, on whofo 
s|e?^\o\is 9d4 affeAionate attachmeat to the interefts of his 
I^ajefty's crpwn his Majefty places the firmcft rel^nce. 

••The unremitted application you have given to your 
parliamentary duties enables me nowtp clofe the feilion, and 
to relieve you from any further attendance ; and I have the 
S:ing'3 direaions to txprefs his perfeA fatis&aion in the zeal 
add difpatch vrith vrhich you h^vQ tirought ^he public bufi^ 
j^b to a conclttfion^ 

V' GentUmtn ofiht Houfe (f-Ckmmons^ ' 

<^His Majefiy dire^ me tp thapk yjou fbr the fupplie!^ 
which you have granted for the maintenance of the eftablifl\« 
ments and the honourable fupport of his government ; they. 
&all be faithfully apolicd to the puroofes fyx wbiqh they aj^ 
granted. 

f ^ My^ IatA^ and Gentlemen^ 

i^l haye obferved with peculiar fatisfaftion the atfeentioi:^ 
you have (hewn to the interefts of youn country, by facilitat- 
ing the bufinefs of the merchants in the paym<;nt of duties^ 
by providing accommodations for the ihipping and trade of 
this metropolis, and by extending the operation of national 
credit. The faiutary provifions you have made to check thft 
immoderate ufe of fpiritous liquors afford the ftrongeft proof- 
of your regard for the public welfare. Succefs in this de- 
iirable meafur^ can alone be expeAed from your continued 
^ and well directed efforts ^ I therefore truft that in your re^ 
fpefUve counties you will particularly ^apply yourfelves to 
give .efficacy to the regulations you have adopted on this im- 
portant fubjed. On my part lio end^vours fhall be wanted 
to enforce the execution of laws fo judicioufly calculated to 
preferve the health and amend the morals of the people, 
and to advance the induAry and profperity of Ireland. To 
thefeobjefts my exertions are dire£led by his Majefty's cqsd^ 
nifnds^ and by every impulfe of inclination and duty.'^ 
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CHAP, VIII. 



opening ofthefejion in January i^^l.-^moiion for an addrejs 
to his majeJly.-^Mr. Grattaris fpeecb thereupon. — motion f$r 
leave to bring in a bill in favour of the Roman Cat/joli^.-^ 
Speech of Sir Her, Langrijbe* — leave given.^^Heads oftbi 
bill as prefented to the houfe — debates thereupon* 
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E proceed now to the fucceeding feiGonj which com« 
mcacedthe 19th of January 1792. After the lord Lieutenant's 
Ipeech which contained nothing remarkable ; an addrefs 
to his majefty was (as ufual) moved for in the houfe of Com- 
mons. — On this occafion the following' fpeech was made by 
Mr. Grattan, which we infert here, becaufe it recapitulates 
and brings into one point of view moft of the contefted 
fubje£ls noticed in the preceding parts of this work. ^ 

*« I have no objeftion* (faid Mr. Grattan) to concur in e- 
▼ery thing honourable to his Majefty — and fincerely do re- 
joice in every circumftance which can really add to his public 
and private happinefs. — I am fure every clrcumftahce that 
can tend to increafe that happinefs, muft give pleafurc to e- 
Very branch of his Majefty's fubjefts, and to none 'more 
fincerely than to his loyal people of Ireland, who muft ever 
rejoice in the aufpicious increafe of^ the illuftrious Houfe of 
H anover, whofe acceffion to the throne of thefe dominions 
JbaJ been attended with fo many bleffings to this country, as 
Vol. II R well 
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well as every other part of the empire— So far I am ready to 
concur in this addrefs. In addreiTes of this kindj declarations 
of our readinefs to fupport the diflferent eftablifhments oi 
government are ufual and perhaps unneceflary. — But I freely 
concur in that part of the declaration — and am not only wilU 
ing to fupport thofe eftablifhments, but even any new efta- 
bliflmlent which can add to the honour of his majefiy's reign^ 
or the happinefs of his fiamily. — But to that part of the ad- 
drefs whkh goes to declare thanks to his Majefty, f(^r con«^ 
tlituijig in thegovertiment of this* country a Lord Lieutenant 
and an adminiftration whofe meafures I have found it neceC 
fary to oppofe-— rand who have uniformly oppofed every 
meafure lu'ged for the good of this country — I cannot give 
my aflent. It would be equally inconCfient and abfurd for 
men firft to have found it necefiary to oppofe uniformly the 
meaAsres of an adminiftrationj and then to return thanks to 
his majefly for cojUtinuiog that adminiftration. — ^To comply 
therefore in this part of the addrefs wkh the unanimity the 
young nobleman recommends, would be to render the com- 
pliment of congratnlation to his majeily — a farce. 

Either the oppofition would appear infincere, or the ad- 
dre/s itfelf muft appear fo. — But I know better of one fide, 
and I hopel^etter of the other^ than to imagine fucK a circum- 
ftance.— The mcafures of oppofition have not been lightl/ 
taken up, nor will they lightly abandon the efforts we have 
already made. They were adopted in ilncerity of heart, 
and have been maintained by uniformity of condud — they 
were found necefiary to preferve againft corruption the be- 
knce of the confiitution, and they have been fupported by 
thofe moft interefied in preferving that balance. 

It is now ten. years fince you recovered your conftitutioD, 

and three fince, in the opinion of iTome, you have loft it. . 

"iour prefent minifte^s made two attempts on your libert ics 
th^^firft failed) and the fecond has fucceeded—- you remember 
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the firft--you rentecnber the proportions: the people of 
Ireiaiul would not confent to be governed by the Bfitifli 
parliament ; an expedient was devifed — let the Irifh Parlia* 
ment govern the people of Ireland, and Britsun govern the 
Irifh parliament. She was to do fo fpecifically in thofe fab- 
jeds in which (he has been moft oppreflive— monopolies of 
commerce eaji and weft, ' We were to put down the Iriih 
conilitution in order to put upBritifh monopoly againftlrUh 
commerce. The miniftry who conducted this trick, took 
care to make the Irifh advance by a certain number of pro* 
pofitions, under an aiTurance that the firitifh cabinet would 
to an iota accede, and they made the Iriih parliament give 
an additional revenue on the faith of that acceflion* They 
then fuffered the proportions to be reve^fed — turned them 
againft the country from which they were fuppofed to pro- 
ceed, and made them fatal at once to her conftitution, and 
to her commerce. The individuals concerned in this bufi- 
nefs^'fome of them had pledged themfelves againft an iota 
of alteration ; they broke their honour. The Irifh minifter 
was pledged to a fpecific fyflemi he prevaricated; in the at- 
tempt on her liberty he was a violator — in taking her taxes 
z /windier. This meafure was defeated by the influence 
principally of that part of the ariflocracy who refufed to go 
through the bill, and who has been dlfm'iffed. They who made 
the attempt have been advanced and rewarded. The path 
of public treachery, in a principal country, leads to the block; ^ 
but in a nation, governed like a province, to the helm. 

The fecond attempt was modelling of the parliament ;— 
in 1789, fifteen new falarics, with feveral new penilons to 
the members thereof, were created at once, and added to the 
old overgrown parliamentary influence of the crown — In 
other words, the expenditure of the interefi of half a million 
to buy the houfe of Commons — the fale of the Peerage and 
th^ purchaf e of feats in the Commons — the formation of si 
fiock-purfe by the minifler to monopolize boroughs, and 

R % buy 
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buy up rcprefentation. This new practice whereby th^ 
minifter of the crown becomes the common borough-brokei* 
of the kingdomi conftitutes an offence fo multitudinous, and 
in all its parts fo criminal, as to call for radical reformation^ 
and esiemplafy punifhment. — Whether the perfons con- 
cerned be Lord Buckingham or his fecretary, or thofe who 
bfcame the obje6ls^ of his promotioni becaufe they had been 
the miniftcrs of his vices, — ^it was a confpiracy againft the 
fundamental laws of the land, and fought to edablifoi and 
has eftabliOied^ in the place of a limited monarchy, a corrupt 
dcfpotifm ; and if any thing refcues the perfons fo concerned 
from thie name of traitors, it is not the principles of law, 
bat its omiffion, that has not defcribed by any exprefs pro- 
vlfionary fiatute, that patricide of which thefe men, in in- 
tention, and in fubftance, are guilty. They have adopted a 
pra£Uce which decides the fate of our parliamentary conftitu-' 
tion. In vain fhall we boaft of its bleflings, and of its three 
eftates, the Iting, the Lords, and the Commons, when the 
King fells one eftate to buy the other, and fo contaminates 
both. The minifter has fent one fet of men packing into 
the Peers, and another fet of men packing into the Com- 
mons ; and the firft he calls the hereditary council, and the 
latter the grand council of the nation, and both, that once! 
great and auguft inftitution — the parliament. Such a con- 
dition, I fay, puts the conftitution of Ireland not below a re- 
public, but any other form of genuine and nealthy govern- 
ment — it is not mixed monarchy with parts happily temper- 
ed| and fo forth— the cant of grave and fuperannuated ad- 
dref^cs;^ but a rank, and vile, and iimple> and abfolute 
government, rendered fo by means that make every part of 
it vicious and abominable — the executive who devours the 
whole, and the other two parts which are thus extinguifhed; 
of fuch a conftitution, the component parts are debauched 
by one another. The monarch is made to proftitute the 
prerogative of honour by the fale of honours— the Lords by 

the 
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the purchafS ; and the Commons proftitute their nature hf 
being the offspring not of the people, but of a traffic, and 
proftitute themfelyes again by the r;^le of their votes and per- 
fons. 

I allow the Britifh conftitution tbebeft> ^nd I arraign this 

. model as the worft, becaufe practically and e^entiatly the 

oppofite of that Briti(h conftitution. The Britifli minifter 

has given an account of the Englifh conftitution which he 

wifhes to extend to the Irifh conftitution— *< Ariftocracy,'* 

fays be^ <( refle£l:s luftre on the crown, and lends fupport and 

cff edtto democracy, while democracy gives vigour and energy 

to both) and the fovereignty crowns the conftitution with 

dignity and authority — ariftocracy is the poife,'* fays he— 

^« give an infufion of nobility.'* The minifter here can 

^nfwer him— rHe who fold the ariftocracy, and bought tho 

democracy — he who beft underftandk in pra£lice what is this 

infufion of nobility — He who has infofed poifon into this 

arlflocratic and this democratic divifion of power, and has, 

crowned the whol with corruption— He well knows all this 

a3 far as Ireland is concerned, to be theatric reprefentationj^ 

and that the conftitution of the country is cxaftly the rcverfe 

of thofe fcenes and farces which are a£led on the public 

ftagcs of impofture and hypocrify. 

By this trade of P?irliament the King is abfolute — his will 
is fignified by both Houfes of Parliament, who are now as 
much an inftruitient in his hand as a bayonet in the hands of 
a regiment. Like a regiment, we tave our adjutant, who 
fends to the infirmary for the old, and to the brothel for 
the young, and meo thtis carted as it were into, this Houfe 
to vote for the minifter are called- the Reprefentatives of the 
people. Suppofe General Waflyngton to ring his bell, and 

order his fervants out of livery to take their leats in congrefs. 

* 

You cajri apply this inftance. 

We 



253 CoHettanea g>olitica» 

Wc have read a defcription of the late National Aflembly 
of France. I can fuppofe fomething more degrading even 
than the pifture— fuppofe an aflembly, not ruled as it was 
fuggcfted by a club of Jacobines, but by a Swifs Major, who 
robbed the Treafury of France, and bought the aflembly. 
You can apply this inftance. 

Mr. Locke has the following paflage : *< Such Revolutions 
happen not upon every little mifmanagecnent in public af-> 
fairs-^great miftakes on the ruling part — many wrong and 
inconvenient laws, and all the flips of human frailtj wijl be 
borne without mutiny or murmur ; but if a long train of a* 
bufes, prevarications, and artifites, all pending one way 
make the dcfign viiSblc to the people." Mr. Locke then 
dates what the deHgn U. 

^* What I have faid concerning the legiflature,*' he conti* 
nues, ** is equally true concerning the fuprcme executive- 
He acts contrary to his truft when he cither e mploys the 
force, trcafure, or offices of the focicty to corrupt th? repre-r 
fentatives ^nd gain thecpi to his purpofe, or openly corrupts 
the eleftors and prefcribes to their choice fuch, whom he, 
by folicitation, promifes, or other wife hasprevioufly won to 
his defigns, and employs them to- bring in fuch who pro- 
mifed beforehand what to vote and what to cnaft. Thus to 
regulate candidates and elc<^ors and new model the ways of 
cleftion, what is it but to cut up government by the roots^j 
and poifon the very fourccs of public fecurity:? For the peoj- 
ple having rcfcrved to thcmfelvcs the choice of theii reprcn 
fentatives as a fence to their properties, could do it for no 
Other end but that they might be always truly chofen, and 
fo chofen truly aft and debate as the neceffity of the com- 
mon-wealth Ihould on examination be judged to require ; 
and this, thofe whp give their yo^es befprq they hear, arc 
not capable of doing. To " prepare" fuch an aflembly as this, 
and to endeavour to fct up the declared abettors of his own 

win 



Will as the tnie reprefentatives of the people, i< certainly as 
great al)reach of trufti and as perfeA a declaration of a de<^ 
fign to fubvert the government, as can poffibly be. 

I muft obferve on this paflage that, in the opinion, of Mr. 
liOcke, parliament as well as Kings, may abdicate ; and 
having quoted the pailage, let me quote the. declaration and 
Gonfeffioa of the Irifh miniAer : << halfa million was expend- 
ed \xj goyernroent, in 17691 to defeat the ariftocracyr^that 
is, to buy the reprefentatives of the people, and gentlemen, 
may now force government to expend a greater fum for the 
feme purpofc." I will now ftate the faA as appears from your 
eftajbliibment, and. as you all allow it to be, the intereft of 
about that fum was expended to buy the parliament, and it 
was bought accordingly. I will ft^e another |Kcount — a^ 
ftock-purle was made by the minifter, partly out of the faJe 
of peerages, to buy up feats in parliament in order to intro- 
duce only fuch men as had previoufly agreed to vote with. 
the minifter ; and both fcfts conftitute federally or jointly 
what Mr. Locke calls «* preparing" fuch aaaflcmbly as he 
defcribes, and fetting up the abetters of the will of the mini*- 
ftcr, as the reprefentatives of the people. Here is the prefent 
snodel^the trade of parliament inftead of the conditution 
— fee its efFefts ; the ftrongeft queflipn that could be put 
to the nationality of the Commons, was that which related 
to the t?ade of Ireland with the Eaft — The queftion was 
fimply this : whether Ireland ihould exercife that trade, or 
individuals fell ft to the minifter of the crown, afting in * 
Ireland as an agent to the Eaft-India company, and aft^r 
three debates it was determined for the company — againflL 
the.country, by her own parliament, under the influence of 
her minifter, who propofed, that Ireland (hould be (atisiied 
with the right, and leave the profits of the trade to the com- 
pany — the country, by her exertions, had eftablifhed the 

right i the individual, by corruption, fold the cxcrcile. 

It 
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It happened in 17799 that the cl^iii^ of what they call free 
Trade, had gone direftly to the exerclfe, and not to the 
right : it faid, that nothing but a free trade could fave this 
country from impending ruin -y meaning not a title to trade, 
but pofTeiiion^— it happened aWb, thiat when government, 
through the inftrun^ntality of her parlis^ment, flopped the" 
trade of Ireland to the unoccupied parts of the caftj Sp^it^ 
interrupted the trade of England to the undccupied parts in 
the north- weft, and ftood with refpcft to EngUnd as govern- 
ment ftood with rcfpeft to Ireland — with this difference^-r 
Spain was a natural and open enemy — the other carries on a 
war againft the intercft of her country with her own moneyi 
and under t|ie trnft and the name of her government. 

^ There wa$ a circ.vmftance attending ^bis treachery that 
made it flil| mOr^e piortifying— this very government had 
called: upQn Ireland for a vote of credit againft Spain, an4 
pofted the. Irifh parliament in the moft extraordinary and 
degrading predicament, voting money to a w^r with Spain 
for interrupting the trade of England to the north-weft, and 
af&fiing England in interrupting the trade of Ireland to the 
caft — afllfting government to do againft Ireland that very 
act which fhe wa$ to fight Spain for attempting to commit 
againft Great Britain* 

The queftion cannot end here ; it is the caufe of free trade 
and free conftitution revived — that caufe for which this coun- 
try committed life and fortune— 'not for a barren right, but 
profitable ppfleffion — not to give a portion of it to the Eaft- 
Indi;a company, ftill lefs, to fuffer their own fervants to fell 
a portion i^4it to the cornpany's agent refident here under 
the nanie '6f your minifter : ieaft of all, to fuffer that very 
agent to draw back a portion of your trade by pilfering the 
treafury to buy the parliament, and to betray the late illufl;ri- 
ous acquilitions of their country — on- this principle might 
gentlemen give up the American-Eurojpean colonial trade- 
it 
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k would be only a queftlon about the quantum of money 
expended on the members, and the quantum of danger iu« 
curred tfy their nptoriousf s^fts of bribery and dereliAion. 

Tkc rejection of a refponiibility bill, andftill more the 
principles oh which it was rejefled, is another ei$e£l of the 
trade of parliament— to fay, that without refponQbility ia 
the officers of Aate^ there can be no limited monarchy, 
would be unneceifary in any enlightened (roiintry except 
Ireland ; indeed the exiftence of refponiibility is as eflential 
to the limitation of the monarchy, as the eipiftence of a King 
to monarchy itfelf ; and yet when the fervants of the crown 
argued againft the bil], fuch ignorance did thefe men difplaji 
that they a^rmed, were the minifters of the crown refponfi-* 
blein Ireland, for what they <|id by the orders of the King^ 
they were above him — ^Viceroys pyer iiini ; and tattle of that 
ibit : — thefe men who have been talking and talking about 
the Britifh conftitution, ibewcd (hey were qiifinformed both 
of the fa£l of the conftitution in one country, and the princi- 
ples of it in both — It was thus La Manca's knight difcourfe^ 
about the perfections of his miftrefs whom he never beheld. 
As on the £aft India queftibn they had rpiUled their Free 
' Trade, fo here they refifted their free cQuftitutioUi and con- 
tended for abfolute impiinity in every abufe of power and 
prerogative that could be committed by the fervants of the 
crown, and by none more likely to be committed than them^ 
felves — afting under the authority of th? firft magiftrate. 

They were the more inexcufable for this dofirine, becaofe 
they had before then^ their own crimes — many of them fet 
in the houfe like gorgeous Satraps, dreffed in their own ex- 
tortion — they had ilfo in recoHeftion the crimes of their pre- 
deceilbrs, of thofe lord lieutenants and their fecretaries whom 
thefe men had fupported. — In 1769 the army was encreafed 
to 15,000 men, under compaA to keep within the kingdom 

at 
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at all times^ except invafion or rebellion in Great Britaiiii 
i2>ooo men; and in 1779 y<m had not 59000* and govern- 
ment got your own confent to your nakedncfii— in 1773 ^ 
tenth was added to your revenues, on compaA tot flop the fbr- 
ther growth of debt, and in 1775 a ^^^ debt was prefented 
to you — in 1785 new taxes were prefented on fpeciJSc efti- 
mates of all your expences, and every one of thofe eftimates, 
inftantly, and ever fince, grofsly and corruptly exceeded--^ 
in 1 7S31 an addition ii made to the place of the private lecre* 
kary to the lord lieutenant, on compaA that he is not to have 
a peniion — He takes a penCon,^ his fiicceflbr keeps the ad^ 
dition, and ihe nation continues faddled with both. — In 
1766, a King's letter is fent over, premifing a fpecific reduc* 
tion pfmoft of the offiees in the ordnance — ^in 1789 every 
word of the letter is faliified, ^nd every falary of thole places 
tnfereafed for parliamentary influence. In X773> ^ promiie 
was made, in confideration of new taxes, to. keep the boards 
of ftamps and accounts united-^fo ^1^9* ^^t promifi: iik 
falflfied, and they are divided for corruption, in 1773, the.^ 
boards of revenue are united, and the number of the com- 
miiSoners on compact reduced«---and in 1 789, th^ Qom^^t 
18 broken for corru|itioni 

In 1785, the nunifters in the refpeftive countries com% 
forward with two fets of propofitions— the Irifli fecretary 
produces one part of the plan as the ultimatum' of govern* 
ment, and for that he gets your taxes ; the Eingrilh minifter 
then produces the other part, and for this he afks your 
conftitution ;: and Ireland like a poor traveller is glad to e- 
fcapc with her life and liberty, after having been fleeced by 
two robbers.— I only ftatc a few inftances of perfidy out of ^ 
thoufand inftances of Mal-Adminiftration. 

Carthage, or what the Roman hiftoria|\ ha? faid of Carth-^ 
age, has not exceeded your nfiiniftcrs in the fallibilit y of 
public honour. The miniftcrs of this country have aftcd 

here 
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hereon the principle of Eaft-India adventurers; but here 
there is lefs vigour in the foil, and tl^erefore lefs plunder in 
your government \ fend thefe men beyond the line — fend 
them to Aurora and Ganges, and that principle will be ra« 
pine— keep them to Ireland — it is peculation— it i$ the faltj 
of the country for half a million — it is robbing the country 
to buy the parliament. 

The perfons who oppofed the refponfibility were therefore 
pcrfcftly apprifed of its neccffity, they Ihould have felt it in the 
general principles of the conftitution, they muft have fdt it. 
In the particular abufes.in thelriih conftitution, they felt in 
their own particular fitusitioni that (he minifter of Ireland^ 
as our adminiftration is at prefent conftituted^ has an inter- 
eft oppofite to the welfare of the country. — It was once the 
obje£V of the Iriih government to fupport the fupreinacy of 
the Britifli parliament ; it is now their objeA to fiipply thai- 
fupremacyi and eftablifti th^ corruption of the Iril& in itft 

place. X 

• 

What made thefe prefent men minifters ? What^ but a 
fteady oppofition to the independent exertions of parliament, 
and an activity to corrupt it ? The liberty of the^ country 
has ferved the individual — it has made their treachery preei* 
ous, and corrupt Irifhmen muft now do what powerfuV 
Engliflimen did before them. 

The conftitution of parliament may be divided into twa 
parts— internal) which comprehends the exiftence of parlia- 
ment — and external, which comprehends its €;reation; as to 
the former it is not the mere exiftence, but the independen- 
cy of its exiftcncc, wherein the freedom of the'fubjeft con- 
fifts. To reftore that independency a place-bill was intro- 
duced. The Legiflators— the purfe-bearers— the grand in- 
quiiition and great council of the nation, had as little con- 
troul on the monarch as his beef*eaters. When the place- 

1 bill 
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bill was propofed and rejedted — Breonus and the Gauls«-« 
The right honourable Gentleman was in your lobby with 
his mouth in every man's ear^ and his touch in every man's 
palm — when gentlemen rejefled that bill they did it in the 
paroxyfcn and agitation of their own peftilence; 

By the rejedion of the bill they feemed to declare, that 
the houfe has been bought, was bought, and fhould be 
bought again— Among other arguments againft the bill, one 
was advanced by authority-*.that the bill would prevent the 
crown from combating ariftocracy, by bribing the Irifh^ 
parliament. What an argument for a radical application--^ 
for a d^cifive meafure to bring back your conftitytion <a its 
firfl: principles ! 

This bill was reje£);ed along with a penfion bill-*The pen« 
fion lifts fo called are two, civil and military— ^but the real 
penfion lifts are numerous — they diftribute the bounty cl 
the Sang among the corruption of the Senate— thie; U-* 
centioufnefs of the court and the enemies of the realm.— •! 
This is i:alled a part of the dignity of the crown. — Corrup.* 
tion has not only reached the hearts of men — but it has dc« 
bafed their dialeQ— and our public language is become th4 
fpeech of hypocrify and impofture. 

In reje^ing both thefe bills, tbe n:\inifterial language was^ 
—it is true, they are the laws of England, but they are not fit 
ioit the meridian of Ireland— this is much more than averting 
that Ireland fhould not be free — it is afierting that England 
fhould be free and Ireland fhould not — you may put the 
quefiion of fervitude in fuch a (hape, as to difguft the pride 
of a Cappadocian. The lot of keland, according to this 
reafoning, becomes particular degradation-*— We bear mif-? 
fortunes patiently becaufe they are the portion of man— hut 
if they were the inheritance of you and of me only— if the 
imperfeftirn 6i the difpenfations— ordinances^ and degrees 

of 
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of nature were vifitcd on one tribe of the buman fpecies —if 
Providence had fpoken like the minifters of our country— 
thcfe Heffings are very well for others, but they arc too 
good for your meridian. I fear that the tribe fo caft oflF would 
turn to execration^ — and till Providence flball mark its divine 
difpleafufe by inflifting feme vifible opprobrious diftinftion 
on the people of Ireland, confirming the argument of their 
minifter^ and denoting its intention to degrade us, I muft to 
fuch logic remain a difbcliever. It was once in this country 
« equal fate and equal freedom ;'* — the ftile is now chang- 
ed a little — ^equal fate.— i. e. — equal fall, but inferior free- 
dom—inferior freedom and fuperior profligacy* 

With the fame view to fave the internal purity of parlia- 
ment, we propofcd a refolution, tending thofe minifters of 
the crown, employed in the fale of peerages. They have 
made the honorific prerogative a nuifance— -^hey have en- 
deavoured to difgrace one houfe of parliament, and to model 
both»— they have invited the rabble to tread upon the nobles; 
and if this houfe had done its duty, fome of thofe gentlemen 
who are on the treafury bench Ihould be lodged in the tower. 

I have faid the conftttution may be divided into two parts 

-^internal and external : to preferve the former we intro* 

duced thofe meafures, and with a view in feme degree, to 

diminifh the corruption of the latter we introduced a bill for 

disqualifying revenue olEcers from voting at elections—- the 

bill did no more than what the principles of the conflitution 

required^ and no more than England already had done by 

Aatute* It prevented from interfering in election, a fet of 

men who are in a mo(L abfolute maimer dependant on the 

will of a sninifter; men who have from their office the {wwer 

to harrais and opprefs the freedoni of other ele£brs, while 

they have no power to aft with freedom themfelv^s : they 

are fo many votes taken out of the democratic fcale, and 

thrown into that of the other ilde> and infiead of adding to 

the 
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the nombef of free eleflors, are fo many votes to be deduced 
from theikce. The difqualifying bill was more neceifary in 
Ireland, becaufe the perfons concerned in the revenue fit in 
parliament; your coliedlors are members— >your commiffion- 
ers arc members — are, in fome cafes, of courfe to try their 
own conftituents. They arc not only members — they are 
miniftcrs.— they are not only miniftets*— they are bbrough 
patrons, and form a great ariftocratic influence by virtue 
aad abufe of their commiflions. 

The trade of parliament is like original £in — it operates 
through ail political crcationi and would lead me to various 
other itiftances in which this country has been deceived and 
ezhaofted, and in no inftances more frequently, than in the 
artifices whereby this trade has endeavoured to fuftain itfelf. 
You rcmeinber the 140,060). and the tlwee-fold ialichoods 
annexed*— trade«-^qualization of ezpence — and non^accumu* 
ktion of debt— The firft promifc failed at the outfet-^-the 
equalization* the lecond promiie, was alfo faliified«*-the 
government falfiSed every one of its own eftimatesr not of 
neceffity, at has been fuggefted, or from national charges . 
impofed, but voluntarily, prodigally, and corruptly. — 111 
remind them of fome of their expences ; do they remember 
the prodigalities of your peniion in 1786, and the profufion 
of their park expences, at which the minifters laughed, whea ' 
they voted ? Do they remember the corruptions of Lord 
Buckingham, which corruption the gentlemen acknowledg- 
ed when they voted for the third promife — Non^accumulati-' 
on of debt fails — ^when that of equalization fails, the minif- 
ter who is guilty of exceeding, is guilty of debt, and not he 
who provides for it — they get a lottery which is 2C refource to 
debt to fupply the current corruption of the year, and they 
introduce this lottery uuder colour of diminiihing the inter- 
eft ofthe loan, and when eftabli(hed' apply the annual 
anount to the eftabliihment ; they h^d gotten i40,oooL 
8o>QOol* lottery j tbis w^n't do^ they get a grofs fum 



6f 6o,oool. from tht bank, and inftead of applying to liqui' 
date* give it to the eftabliibment — 8o,oool. per annum loU 
tery, 6o^oeoK bank. — For what ? in the trade of parlia- 
xnent they raife another revenue— the new duties on fpirit. 

They raifed the duty juft to that criminal and critical 
point which left the intojcication, and encreafed the revenue, 
to take away at once the underftanding of the people dnd 
their money; the encreafe of the duty on whifkey, they made 
an excufe for raifing the duty on rum \ as that duty ftood 
beforei it Was highet than the proportion. In England the 
proportion is about i to 3^ in Ireland a to 3 ; violating the 
proportion he profefled toobfervei to'filch the revenne he 
pretended to adjure^ he had engaged to encourage the 
brewery, as he had promifeff to deprefs the fpirit ; and was 
as fallacious in the encouragement of the one, as in the de^' 
prefllon of the other— his whifkey was to be rendered un- 
attainable by raiiing it a farthing a pint ; ftrong beer was to 
be brought into confumption by lowering it the zooth part of 
a'farthing a quart ; here is his ultimate line of encouragement 
and deprefllon of bringing a wholefome beverage into gene-- 
ral ufe, and banishing a poifon— rhe mij^ifler had filched by 
this trick, his drawback on the loan, which was 7o,oool« he 
had filched what was eftimated at about 4o>oool. befide on 
fphrit, and in confideration of this he offers you beer at 3d. a 
barrel, reduced price. The faft is, the price of beer is now 
encreafed — the gentlemen who firfl propofed, difclaimed the 
buiinefs, and faw the duplicity — they had determined not 
only to give the brewery decifive advantage, by lowering the 
duty, but by taking off reftridions on the trade. I pafs over 
the fale meakire, by which the brewer is now taxed and ag» 
grieved : hear how they have taken off the reftri Aions— by 
adding to thfcm-r-^they have impofed a new reftriflion 2fk&* 
ing the quantity of liquor each brewer is to make, and to 
ezUttde the fms^Iler brewer from the trade, they add a new 
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l-cftriftion, and they left one 6f the wortt of the old— the 
diviiioa of the breweries. 

On the fame plan of encouragement, he agreed to permit 
the importation of foreign hops. We had kept down our 
brewery in compliment to the brewers of London — we put 
it under inconveniencies in compliment to the hop-growers 
of England — we liad excluded all foreign hopes and this 
monopoly of oiir confumption, our negociators of the pro- 
pofitions fbted not as a faygur to England but an obligation 
to her — they have fince changed their opinioni and learned 
that Flanders may grow hops as well as England.— They 
agreed therefore tbiat foreign hops Ihould be importable at 
3d. per lb. which is twice as much as the duty on Englifli ; 
and then, in mockery of what tkey themfelves had agreed to» 
they prppofed in ikzt repo^tory of unconftitutional matter 
•«the revenue bilU-a claufe which prohibited the import of 
ioreign hops except when Britiih amounted to 9L the cwt. 
— rfo that however dear^— however bad the Englifh hops 
might provcj you muft take them unlefs they come to fuch a 
price that England cannot export them* —Here is the fatal 
hand of an Iriih cabinet legiflatingagainfl Ireland to promote 
its ow;n credit in the court of Great Britain. — Thus ftands 
the conduft of the minifter.-— On this fubjeA he had dif- 
claimed revenue— he h^d filched what eflimated at above 
ioo,oool — he had profefled to flop the ufe of whifkey— he 
had raifed it |d. the pint— he had profeffled to preferve the 
Britiih proportion in the duty of rum--- he violated that pro- 
portion — he had profefled to give the brewery decifive en- 
couragement by lowering the duty on b^er — he funk the du^ 
ty the hundreth part of a farthing aqu^rt — he had prppofed 
to leav^ the brewer free; he felt one grievous reflriftion and 
added another — he had profefTcd to agree to permit the im- 
port of foreign bops.; he fixes the line of pqrmifllon at an 
ipappffible price. Thefe meafures^ were too bad, and there* 
fore it be/;¥ime neccfTary to do fomething bearing a refcmb- 
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\i»fiQt to what he had profeflcd-^-the dticouragedieht of the 
ufc of fpirits. He therefore borrows from a right honoura- 
ble geiitlemaa a bill of regulation— -that bilH every efficient 
part of \i^ich 13 <he formation of the right honourable 
Gentleman^ is the o.nly meafar&that gives any change of re-' 
lief from that iituation to which the duties adopted by the 
jxiiniftry lead — an in?re?jfc of revenue ar^d ^ continuation of 
d^unkenneft 

From what Ihave ftated of the fituatron of your parliament, 
and from the conduft of that parliament, under the influence 
of Alch a fituation, your political liberty is in much danger. 
— What is the ftatc of your civil Fiberty ? Four anions are' 
brought for certain publications againft one printer, and with-* 
out fpecifying any lofs they lay their damages to the amount ofr 
8,oobl. The judge grants different fiats to oblige the printer 
to give bail to that amount — and the printeri unable to fur<^ 
Qifh fuch bail) iscoounktedtaprifoat here.is, bythejudge 
lo ading, a breach of the great charter^he deprived the fub* 
jeA orhis liberty in a cafe which deprived the prefi o^itsiree* 
<|om, and he did this againft a pofitive claufe in Magna 
Charta, which forbids exceffive bail, and he did this on a ' 
principle which would enable him equally to deprive every 
other QibjeA in the kingdom bf his freedom^ againft whon^ 
any a£lion, however fpivolojas, w^'s brought. 

The printer having fuffirred almoilrto. ruin under aa.acbi< 
trary judgment, became a fubjedi for^ parliamentary enqoiry^ 
— but here a perfon much more criminal than the judge r-the 
mioifier ftands forth^ — he comes with^ all the patronage t)£ 
thexcown to fcreen from juftice all thefe attacks on the liber-: 
lif of the fubje£i, and the liberty of die prefs. But was it- 
friendihipH— was it private te^dernefs ;, no, he betrayed t;he 
judge in the tuoment, and in the manner of defending him^* 
— he confefied the crime when he fcreened the crimind— t 
The miniftryace enemies to the inquifitorial poiiferof thepeo*- 

VoLU II. S ^ pie— 



n 



2^5 C^nettanes polttica* 

pie— a procee!dmg ag^nft an drPoneQus judge might be a pre- 
cedent againft ^n hot — ^aa intemperate and an arbitrary, mi- 
nifter — they who had libelled the people of Ireland s^s grofs 
and (lupid, would not like to fee that people exercife tbeir in- 
queft over the worft or even the befl: of judges. The people 
xnight queftion the fale of the peers^es, they might quefiidn 
the expenditure of the half million rv^they might queftion the 
attack on the rights of fhe city-^when therefore the miaifter 
Icreened the judge — it was partly on a principle that the 
Houfe of Commons ibould not proceed againft ftate o&n- 
ders-^it was not that they hated the judge lefs^ but that they 
bated juftice MoRE-^the honourable mover faid he dropped 
the queftion— I think him right-rrThc ofence of the judge 
is waflied away— he has been piiniihed in the treachery with 
which he has been defended — he has been puniflied in hav- 
ing a rival, his patron, and the right honourable gentleman 
his advocate : as his offences ave wa(hcd away-rrfo ace they 
eclip{ed by the crime of the mfniftry>^that n^inifterf "Vihpt^ 
fyflematically and deliberately bad^ could fcreen with the vor 
fluence of the crown — a judge who^ offence they ackoow*- 
ledgc— whofe charafier they betray — whbfe auihorit;jr the^ 
undermine, and whofe power they continue;. 

The mimftjcy* for whofe continuation you ave now tp^ 
thank the King, have not only attached civility by gl^otef^ing 
the errors of judges, but by making their feats part of the 
patronage of the minifteV'in the H. of Commons — a refpeft 
for the conftitatioQ is fatal to the pretentions of a lawyer-ra 
disregard for liixrty is a qualification fufiicien( lor htm-— the 
barrifter is brought from his ftudies in the hall, to his compU« 
ances ia the feaatc^in vain fhall tfaeminifter afliime a regard 
for the common la.w^ to apologize for his ^onteolpt for the 
conftitutxon, whei^t be undermines the law as well a&tiiat coa- 
ftitution, by making a corrupt political traffic of. botby ap4 
mortgages the feats of Juflice» to reward parU2ime9tar]5fopi-- 
pliance — it is wotfe than an illegal optnioa, or a«r atiacl& <?% 
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corporal rights— it isfowing the feeds of ill^k^ in die ¥e^ 
tf bed of joftice. That minifter who iDal;cs the law arran^^ 
menta part of parliamentary patronage, felU theiieatsof 
jufttce ; he who fells the feats of jaftice, fells the taw ; and 
he who fells the law of the country^ iells his loyaky> 

I (ball be told of many learned men of the law, fitting m 
this Houfe. I make not the leaft doubt ; but if it is neither 
repute nor learning, but the tender of both at the feet of th^ 
mkufteri tUat muft raife them to the benchi I condole with 
Uiemj and ftUl mojre with their country. 

There are various iaftances in which the corruption of the 
fenate touches the condition of private lifct inftances which 
eaonot be well pronounced to attack either the political ov 
civil liberty^ yet accompliihan abundance of mifchiefj th^ 
ffilici ifiabiybment of the cxtjoi Utublin^ repeatedly patronized 
\ij the prefent adojiiniftrauton, is of this nature, an inftituti* 
ori planned ta corrupt your magiftracy and to procure a 
guard which negledts, infultSi and has committed robbery on 
the citizens \ they applied for'r^drefs and found in govern- 
ment an accomplice \ the charge for this public nuifanqe hai^ 
been, fince its eftabli0iment» near ioO|Oqo1^ 

The rejeAion of the barren land bill is another fubjef>, 
where the trad^ of parliament has touched the pi^ivate intereft 
of men and the intended oeconomy of the country, a fubjeA^ 
if conipared to what has been mentioned already, a trifle -« 
but as explanatory of principleji a volume. The bill provi* 
4ed| that lands which» byreafon of their barrennefs, had 
been exempt from tithe, (hpuld continue fo for feven years, 
90^khftanding their cultivation \ the principle of this biljb 
was. an immediate addition to the income of the kingdomj,' 
and a reverfionary addition to that of the church : upon its 
yriscipie it was rejected i>y tlie influence of government, and 
of dMt very government who had before declared the bill to 
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be the beft ever brought into parliament. Three bills bad 
been introduced in 17889 one for rape, another for flax, 
and the third for barren land. The miniftry compromifcd, 
that two ihould be facrificed to the bifhops, and one fhould 
be conceded to the country. They went farther, and' their 
Atr.-gen. declared, that the bill in queftion, viz. the barren- 
land bill, was th^ beft ever brought into parliament ; and he 
tooktHi himfelf the modelling fome claufes to fdcure the aflfent 
<if the bifliQps —the bifhops or iome who led them, were then 
fuppofed to have broken faith with government, as govern- 
ment after broke its engagement with the country, and re- 
jeftcd this very beft of all poffible bills on the worft of all pof- 
fible motives — for the votes of the biQiops in parliament. For 
that, they, the minifters, fold this bill — they fold it to the 
lords fpiritual^ juft as they had befdre fold their honours to 
the lords temporal. Such a ftep would fcarce be credtblCy 
except under an adminiftration who had j^revaricated on the 
fubjed of the proportions, under whofe venal aufpices feats 
of jufttce, peerages, the eftabliftiment, and now the bills and 
proceedings df parliament, like their own talents and adtivity, 
were all fold for parliau^enti^ry cooipliances. 

I congratulate the church on its alliance with fbch minify 
ters of the crown : but let me afilire them it will not ferve 
thefr promotion, they live under an adminiftration which has 
but two principles of promotion —for church or law — gr any 
thing — Englifh recommendation and Irifh corruption. 

What is the cafe of doAor Kirwan ? That man preferred 
' our country and our religion, and brought to both a geniu» 
f aperior to what he found in either — he called forth the la- 
tent virtues of the human heart, and taught men to difcover. 
in themfelves, a mine of charity» of which the proprietors 
had been uuconfcious ; in feeding the lamp of charity he had 
^almoft exhaufted the Ump of life ; he qomes to interrupt tbo, 
r^pofe of th(? pulpit, and £hakcs que world with the thunder- 

of 



Collcttan^a Folittca* ^^8 

of the other .^ the preacher's delk becomes the throne of light 
—around him a train— not fuch as crouch and fwagger at the 
levees of princes — nor fuch as follow the procefSoa of the vice- , 
roys — horfe, foot and dragoons, but that wherewith a great 
genius peoples his o^n ftate ; charity in ecftacy, and vice in 
humiliation-— not as with you in cabinet agalnft the people-— 
but in humiliation—* vanity, arrogance, and faucj empty 
pride, appalled by the rebuke of the preacher, and cheated 
for a moment of their native improbity and infolence. 

* What reward ? St. Nicholas witt^in, or St. Nicholas without. 
The curfe of &wi/t is upon him, to have been born an Irijhman 
-rto have been a man of genius, and ufed it for the good of his 
country. Had this man, initead of being the brighteft of prea« 
chers, been the dulleft of lawyers — had he added to dulneli, 
venality — ^had he aggravated the crime of venality, by hisTe-^ 
natorial fituation~he had been a judge — or had he been bom 
a blockhead, bred a (lave, and trained up in a great Englifli 
family, and handed over as a houfehold circumflance to the 
Irifli viceroy, he would have been an Irilh bifliop and an I- 
rifh peer, with a great patronage, perhaps a borough, and 
had returned members to vote againft Ireland— and the Iriih 
parochial clergy muft have adordd his ftupidity, ind deified 
bis dulnefs. But under the prefent fy{lem, Ireland is not 
the element in which a native genius can rife, unlefs he (ells 
that genius to the court, and atones by the apoftacy of his 
conduft for the crime of his nativity. Vnde derivaia hac da- 
des f in foUr words I will tell you in the trade of parliament : 
— it is a matter to confider, how a man bred up in the fchool 
of liberty, how a foreigner would {peak to you on your pre- . 
lent Ctuation— he would perhaps addrefs the gentlemen o^ 
this houfe in the following manner— -«« You put on the fword, 
and would have drawn it for your freedom, and failing, you 
had died'in the field or had bled on the fcaflFold— in that e- 
vent, the Attorney General on the part of the crown, had 
* ^ prolccuted 
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protecuted, and the Chief Jufticc had pronounced fentence/ 
and the boys of your court would have (houted at the execu- 
tion of the patriots.— How comes it that of the men that 
would have been yoiir executioners, fome of them have be- 
come your mitiiflers ? Your madnefs is not become a general 
difeafei we do not find that the Etlglifh after their revolution 
xiiade father Peter archbifhop of Canterbury, or that general 
iendiT has placed Faniernoot at the head of the Imperial ar- 
sny-^ America had enemies, but (he difpofed of them in a dif- 
ferent mannef ; ybU have put itito commifflon your enemies, 
and you have banilhed your friends — we f(^e with aftonifh- 
meat, and in it we blufh for the abortive efforts of national 
jpirit; the mortifying infignificance of public ctpinions and 
the degrading contempt into which the people of your coun- 
try! have fallen, with all their fhouts and addrefles* We fee 
your old general who led you to your conftitution, march o£E^ 
— difmiffed by your miniftry as unfit to be trufted with the go- 
vernment of a county — the cockade of government {truck 
from his hat. — That niftn whofe acconiplKhments gave a 
grace to your caufe, and whofe patriotifm gave a credit to 
your nobles, whom the rabble itfelf could not fee without 
veneration as if they beheld ibmething not only good but fa- 
cred-* the man who drooping and faint when you began your 
ilruggles, forgot his infirmity, and found in the recovery of 
your conilitution a vital pnnciple added to his own — the man 
who fmit with the eternal love of fame and freedom, carried 
the people's ftandard till he planted it on the citadel of free- 
dom-i^iee him difnyjOTed from his government for thofe very 
virtues, and by that very miniftry for whofe continuance you 
ape to thank the king. — fee him overwhelmed at once with 
the adoration of his country, and the difpleafure. of lier mi^ 
nifters* — ^The hiftory of nations is often^times a farce«^what is 
the hiftory of that nation that having, at the hazard of every 
thing dear In a free conftitution, obtained its iiiuftrefs^ banifhes 

the 
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the champion and commits the honour of the lady td the 
care of the ravifher ? There was a time when the vault of li« 
berty could hardly contain the flight of your pinion ; fomeof 
you went forth like a giant rejoicing in hisibrength ; and no\r 
you ftand like elves, at the door of your own pandemonium. 
The armed youth of the country, like a thoufand ilreams 
thunder from a. thoufand hills, and filled the plain with the 
congregated waters in whofe muror was feen for a momenfr 
the watery image of the Brittlh conftitution— -the waters fub- 
fide — the torrents ccafe — the rill ripples within its own bed, 
and the boys and children of the village paddle in the 
broot/* 

Sir, vrhenever freedom fhall be properly under ftood, de* 
pend upon it the gentlemen of this country will be afhamed 
of the condition they bear, and the quellions they have made 
upon it — in the mean time I can account for their patience— 
the Irifli are actuftomed to be trodden upon — uniformly, 
fays Junius, has Ireland been plundered and opprefl'ed. It is 
not fo in England : — defeAive in foine particulars, as the con- 
ftitution of England may ftill be, yet with all thofe defeAs 
England has a conftitution, and flie has alfo maxims as well 
as laws to prefer ve it— they have not been blcCTed in England 
with a fuccefiion of lord lieutenants, fecretaries, whofe fole 
occupation has been to debauch the political morality of the . 
gentlemen of the ifland— ^no minifter will venture to tell the 
gentlemen of England that they muft be bought— no man will 
venture to fay that the beft minifter is he who buys parlia- 
ment the cheapeft. Men do fometimes defcrt or oppofe their 
own party — but not themfelves and their own lift of mea« 
fures-^a man does not in England publicly crofs the houfeto 
reverie every part of his conduA, and then hold out. his lit* 
tie paw to the minifter like a penny boy. There was indeed 
one man in England fuppofed to have done fo ; but he 
was in England a prodigy — let me add he was an Irifti fecre- 

tary. 
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r The people of this ccmntry fuppofe that England acceJedf 
to their liber ties, and thisy were right ; but the prefent mi- 
niftry have fent the curfe after thatbleffing — hear the curfe ! 
** You have got rid of the Britifli jparliament, but we will 
buy the Irifh-^you have (haken off* our final Judicature ; but 
^we will fell yours—you have got your free trade> but we will 
make your own parliament fafFer our monopolies in one 
quarter ofthe globe, to exclude you ; and you (hall remain 
content with the right| deftitute ofthe poSbfBon. 

*'» Tour corporiate rights (hall be attacked, and you fliall 
ilfot ftir— ^the^freedom of your prefs and the pergonal freedom 
of the fubjef^ fhall be outraged, and you fhall not arraign — 
your city (hall be put under contribution to corrupt its ma* 
giftracy, and pay a guard to neglefl: and infult her — the feats 
of juftice fliall be purchafed by p^rfonal fervitude, and the 
qualification of your judges fliall be to have borne thek fuflE- 
rage and teftimony againft the people. Taxes fliall be drawn 
from the poor by various artifices to buy the rich — your bills, 
like your people, fliall be fold, you fliall fee the genius of 
your country ncglefted — her patriotifm difmiffed from, com- 
miffion, and the old enemies of your conlVitution made the 
rulers oJF the realm." 

On the 25th of January, r^ps, Sit Hercules Langrifti^ 
ftatcd his promifed plan for the relief ofthe Roman Catholics 

of Ireland. " It is now jufl: ten years (faid he) fince the 

caufe of the Roman Catholics particularly engaged the atten- 
tion of parliament— fince we took our laft review of thtjfe 
Uws which the paffipns and pre}udices, perhaps the preflure, 
of an intemperate feafon, had entailed upon them. 

I think. Sir, the prefent times and circumftances iavjte us 
to refume that duty. 

The good offices we owe, one to another — the indulgence 
which is due to fellow fubjefts, recommended and endeared 
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by the unimpeachable condu£l of a century, the confiderati^ 
on that we owe to the national profperity, all unite in calling 
our attention to the revifion of this fubjeft, at a time when 
the public mind is becoming more enlightened, and prejudi- 
ces and jraloufy are every day yielding t6 confidence add stf- 
it£tion; - 

It is not without much fatisfadion, and I may be allowed 
tb fay, with ibihe little pride too, that I take a pait iii this 
grateful duty; as I confider, amongft the few honours of fny 
huitible life, that of being aliifiofl the firft metnber of the Irifh 
parliament who ventured to ftate to you tlk; imprudence and 
Immorality of what were then the popery lanvs ; as a fyftem of 
jbrifprudence, (ubveriive of integrity, and as afcheme of go- 
Vernment, which, whilft by its fcverity it alienated the body 
of the people, bj^ its inipollcy forbad them to veil in the (tate 

any hoftage for their fidelity. 

♦ 
I own, Sir, I was not able inmy refearchcs into Holy Wrlt^. 
to meet with that particular paiTage of Scripture, that gives 
an authority to propagate the faith by a perverfion of morals 
—or from a principle of piety, to prohibit the excrcife of re- 
ligious worlhip. 

I could not prefume to think that it was ever juftifiable, 
for the fake of civil or ceremonial conformity, to build a code 
of religious laws on the ruins of almoft every moral virtue 
and obligation ; to fport with the moftTacred feelings, and- 
violate the fondeft prepofTeffions of the human heart — to rob 
youth of education and age of authorIty-->-tQ feduce th$ foa 
to become an interefted informer againil the piety of the fai> 
th^f and fo break the bpnds of all dpmeftic fidelity and af*- 
fc^ion. 

I know very well, that the ftate has a right to impofe con- 
iKtions on tbofe who are to become the ftate Itfelf.— But to 

tie 
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be entitled to commoa beoefitt, aod e^ual protieCkioiiy I 

kaow of no qualifications but allegiancci a peaceable demean- 
or^ and ebeitonce to the laws. 



It Is no# many years fincei firft ftated thoCe ideas to par* 
Uament^ but, from the temper of the times, parhaps the im- 
becilbity of the advocate, I wasunfported) and unfuccefsful. 

However, the agitation of truth muft ever make an impref- 
fioo* Succeeding times became more enlightened^ and reli- 
gjotts aoimofity gave w;ay to oKSiral juftice and political wif- 
doiQ* 

In the year X774> tbc Icgiflature firft gratified the Roman 
Catholics with an opportunity of teftifying their allegiance, by 
firaming an oath for them, competent to that teft, without 
involving any article of religious faith^ or fpeq^ulative opinion. 

• 

Four years afterwards (in 1778) the legiflature, wifely con- 
fiding in their oaths^ rewarded their loyalty by fome fubftan- 
tial cbnceifions. 

The aft 1ft their favour then pafred, truly recites iti the 
preamble, ^< That from their uniform peaceable behaviour 
for a long feries of years, it appears reafonable and expedient 
to relax feveral of their incapacities and difabilities.'* 

Accordingly it allo^Ved them *< to take leafes t>f land for 9 
hundred and ninety-nine years, and at any rent ; to enjoy all 
fuch eftates that fhall be left or transferred to them, and td 
difpofe of the fame by will or otherwife ; and that they fhall 
be devifable aiid transferrable, as in the cafe of other peojple." 
The abominable ufiirpation of children againft the father was 
aboliflied — and to thefe concefilons, the conditions annexed 
were : Taking the oath of 1774 — and that the law fliould 
xioc extend to converts relapfing, or to Proteftants becoming 
Fapiffs, or educating their children in the Poplih religion. 

The 



^e tegtfiature naturally confidering that fotoe fiif]^cion at« 
tached on frc^nt verfiilility of faitk, aftd oa thofe who 
ptofeSed a religion themftlTes wfaick they would not tranrtttt 
to their pofierity. 

twr years after that (in 1 782) the fpmt of the toletitioxi 
farther extended itfelf, and found policy gained a fiarther a* 
fcendancy in favour of the Roman catholiei. That iyftem of 
fev«rity, which a' few years before was thought prudence, be** 
gan to look fomething like i^Juftioei and what prejudice ha4 
adopted as prefervation^ moderation bq;an tp iFiew as little 
ihort of opprei£on» 

tn 1 7829 the capacity of acquiring land by purchafe (which 
In 1778 was granted under a fi£^) was giuen dirafl mi, 
tfiikt. 

«< The acquifition by purchafei grant, liituutioti> defieeiit^ 
or deTife, by will or dtherwife defceadibfe» as the bads of. 
Proteilaats/' was communicated to the Roman Catholics*^^ 
Some of their cUiabilities, as to education^ were ruxmrtd 
— The fevere law was repealed^ that comprllod the PapUis^ 
to declare on oath when,' and where, and by whom they^ 
heard ms^s celebFattd*^The unequal attachment o^their pro* 
perties to make reprifids for common roberies, was difconti'* 
nued.^^Their hoHes were no more to be e^tpoftvt as public 
plunder; and the prepoflorous, but oflfeidU^ prohibition, 
whfSMl^ perfoBs profeffittg thePopiih itjUgion were forbidden 
to refide in certain eilies, was rtpealed.-^The^ were allowed 
the full ifghta of property.— The iree excrdfe of rdiigton •» 
and 10 appoint guardiana to theh* <Mm tthitdrat 

Here, it muft be confefid, waiagreatdfortoflibendtty,; 
in ofppofition to old opifiiofis. The occaioa was worthy oC 
the cfxertiOA ^ ind the oonCequenees jufliMl ■ndicsmoded it. 
Ex^ittlbc of aU moral duty, it was of ft gtott noiiietit to flm 
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national pfolperity to involve in its intereft» to attach — to na« 
toralize in their native country fo great a body of its inbabi* 
tants — to make thcoTa part of the nation^ without whom we , 
could not bea nation at all. , 

However^ Sir, confide ing the naiture of man — ^the obAi- 
nacj of old ojHnions — and the ufual a^criiDony of religious dif- 
ftnfion> I muft fay» that ib fignal a triumph over rpoted pre- 
judicesy difdofed foth a growing confidence — fuch an ami- 
aUe fjmpathy — fuch a relenting of heart» in the predomi- 
nant jpowtr of the ftate towards the Roman Catholics of the 
country, as ought to conciliate their affefUon^ engage their 
gratitude and confirm their attachment to the State. 

And when I fiiy (^leaking from a fenfe of moral obligation) 
that fuch conduA'of the legiilature ought to have produced 
this effefi^ I fay, ^th confidence and afilirance, from the 
authority of experience, that it has produced thofe tScHs, It 
li&i ftamped thofe fentiments with a deep impreffion on the 
mkids of our Catholic brethren — ^^I mean on the minds of thofe 
iiriiDarefiafficiently enlightened to judge of the relation of po- 
litical fbctcty, or feel the force of moral obligation. 

.If I were not of that opinioui confirmed and decided as it 
is into oonviAion, I would not at this moment ftand up as 
their advocate far another concefiion. « For I muft take the li- 
berty to fay, what it is my duty to fay as a member of Parlia- 
ment) what it is my duty to obferve as a common citisMif 
what is thctduty of every perfon to know and to conform to, 
<< that the ftate is paramount, and all men who live under 
its protedion, , live under its controul, and are amenable K> 
its fuperiority.^' If thqr approach the legiflature, they muft 
approach it by the avenues the Conftitutioa has marked out ; 
if th^ afply to Parliament, it muft be by petition, not repre^ 
fentatioaorremonftrance.; if they would have benefits, they 
snuft iblidt them as ^wmrs^ and accept them as concoffions* 
, . This 
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This Is not only the conftitution of Irdand but the conikitiii. 
tion of every fcttlpd govcrnmeat in the kaov n world. 

As tQ the natural Rights of Mm (of wluch wc have lat^- 
Jy heard fo much) they do Apt belong to political ibdety j 
they belong to that ftate of nature which is fo accurately del* 
cribed by Mr. Hobbs^ audio ardently ^commended by Mr. 
Faine ; a ftate wherCj indeed, the race 19 t^ the fwifty and 
the battle to the ftrpng J where pofleflloii i^ propertyt 8Ui4 
ftrength is right ; a ftate fu^erior to the ^ii^aditioBS of focicr 
ty, the reftriftioi^s of covenant} ^r the bradage of law. 

In a fociety protected by laws, and bl^fled with a coaftif 
tution^ thofe laws and that confti tuition afcertsdn the |ti||htf 

Therefore, Sir, I muft freely confefs that notwithftandiiig 
my prepoiTeftions in favour of the Roman Catholics^ (which I 
fhall always be proud to acknowledgey as they are juftiiied 
by their conduA) though I can nuqiber foipe of them among 
my anceftors \ though I love many of them as my friends^ 
and embrace all of them as my countrymen^ I was yet for 
ibme time checked in my ardour, and interrupted in the pro* 
grefs of my fervices to them, by reading of late a multitude 
of publications and paragraphs in the newfpapersi and other 
prints circulated gratis^ and communicated to jpve^ body^ 
with every degree of induftry, purporting to convey the fen^ 
timents of the Catholic Body of Ireland. 

If thefe were the^r fentiments^ they w^refuch as could Aot 
recominend them to the further favour of the State ; — thej 
were fuch as muft alienate their old friends, aud could not get 
them new ones, if they would chufe their frieQds from 
amongft thofe who are friends to the conftitution. WJiaft 
was the import ? — They were exhortations to the people 
never to be fatisfied at any conccffiooi until the State itfelf 

was 
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'foiiMtod % nat only that, but until a new eonfUtnttei flwuld 
be ma^ for their ptisTent aocommodationt and fotore «iter- 
tahunent ;-^they were precautions againft public tranquilUtj 
— tkey were invitations to diforder, and covenants to diicon^* 
tent I thef were oftentatlons of ftrength, rather than foHd** 
taHons for &vours ; rather appeals to the powers of the peo* 
fie, than applications to the authority of the State ; they 
infohre the rcl^ of the Catholic, with thcreToiution of the 
Qovemment, and were diflertations for democracy rather 
tlian argameitti far toleration ;-«-«they feemed the prpjefts of 
fomebold theorifts, whofe principle was to divide man froo^ 
man, and whoft politics were to feparate Great Britain from 
Ireland ;— ^they feemed to be the effiifions of fome ra(h phi« 
tofippher, ignorant' of our fyftem, who would fet loofe and 
adrift the little plaotet we inhabit, and commit it to the votn 
tez of a vain and exploded philofophy, to range the univerfe 
H^thcmt attraAion, connexion or relation to any peater^ or 
Other body«-^Was there a man who felt the bleffings of ren 
gulated rights, and fettled government ; who knew the va« 
fue of peace and the comforts of property ?-*-wa^ there a man 
who preferred order to outrage, and happinefs tq fpeculationi^ 
—or who looked at the growing profperity of the coqntryii 
whole mind omft not have revolted at the tendency of fuch 
doftrines ; or who mufl: nothave felt an accum^jjated concern 
and difappointoKsnt, if be could for a moment fuppofe that 
they had originated with our Catholic brethren ?-— that they 
were the growth of that foil which we had to lately and fa 
liberally cultivated ? 

$ut common fenfe and commpx^ juftice required of us ta 
trace thofe opinions to their fource. 

If the Roman Catholics embrace thofe fentiments, the 
State could not embrace them — if they were mifled by rafh 
councils to engage in confederacies of perpetual requiiitiDn,-"-' 

If 



If ihtj were not to be fatisfied at any conceffioii) wUlft any 
tktng renained to b< conceded, in that cafe coinin^l^ flsnfo 
muft fuggeft to US) thai we ihould not by any ntw codceffioa 
unite more power vith their difcoatent ; for however ffn* 
cerely we msij and ought to vfiQx that they ihould enjoy eve- 
ry comfort and happinefs the ftate can afford them, yet we 
cannot go fo far, ai» to alter ot make a new conftttation for 
th^accommodalion \ we canqot even iof tliem, hazard the 
bleffings of an efk^hliihed free Qoverament^, that has been 
the growth and the wifdom of ages, and finally ratiBed mA 
fettled for abov^ an hundred years s we ar^ not fo dating as 
to commit to the change of ev^ry rafli ea^periment, 

. If the RoxEian Catholics could have been £b far pe» wi» rf| 
as t9 have addreC<?d the legiflature in thcfc high tonet «Cf«^ 
<|ui$tion, they would havciafiwlted that conftitution they a& 
fe(tQd to reverenge-^they w^ovid have made tfaeiv adhrawai 
to Parliai^ent ^ befi#gess» utotr petjtioAert ; and ParliaiMat 
would haiv^ b^en bounds iAit&ownd^eocei torepnl^tfaeoH 
V> refift their ^plipations^ tfyouwere^ inthatcafe^ te^coA* 
ceed or Qapitulat^9 you would iurrender the confiitiatson ia 
your charge, you w^i^d vioh^ your tnift, you would lyitniy 
the ftate, and be refponfible for the anarchy that would rulh 
in upon you. — fitit I have the happinefi now to adeet from 
author ity^ what I have long leacoed from expericneei ^^That 
not a ientiment of this tendency is entertained by Ae Catho« 
lie body } none fuch belong to them ; they renounce them ; 
they utterly di&laim them.^ — ^Thereis not a dafitof Usma^ 
jefty's fuhjefls more attached then they are to the monarchy 
and hereditary fucceffion, move obedient to the |awti> tftm9t% 
devoted to the king and conftitntion, as by law eftabGfltedL 



TheTe principles they teftify by their conduft at all 
at times very different from theprefent, whenthfthwa 
i^fs indulgent, when they had {ewer {dedgetto|^iii4Ltfaititi to 
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tlieif cbnaf^f ; when proparty and the titles of land did ooi ap« 
peaf (as they noir do) irrevocably fixed ; at times when hoA 
tile Qeet$ and armies were on your coafts, and when even the 
}^^g pn the throne, by fome may not have been fappofed to 
i|99d (as he does now.) without a rival in theii^ aflfirftioiu. 

They now come forward by fblen^n declaration to re-aflert 
thofe principles at the foot oi the throne ; to vindicate them . 
from all poflible mifconception or nufreprclentation i they 
agproach you by the wajs of the conftitution» and witl\ the: 
vf ord of the CQpftitu,tion« without affcrting a claim ojt their 
own^ or prefun^og to di£fete to the authority of iParliament : 
<< Thef defire a further repeal of the laws afiefUng them ; 
ihcy exprcis 'gratitude for paft favours, confiding in your li-^ 
herality and benevolence, that your future ones will be asr 
Cktenfive as to your confideration of the general welfaro: 
ihril &em expedient ; difclaimtng every thing that can di«< 
re£Uy or indireffly tend to interrupt the public tranquillity 
aftd fubjc^on to the laws ; they gave you their paft as a. 
fiiedgs of their future good conduct ;'' and> give me leave t(y . 
fiiyt the conftitutional language they exprefs, is a forthe;^ 
pledge of the conftitutional principles they feeU 

With fuch a teftimony, I addr^ you m fiivour of the. 
Roman Catholics of Ireland ; with a declaration of this im« 
port hi my hand, fubfcribed by an hoft, as to national au- 
thority i perfoBS of high diftinftion, ancient family^ great 
pharadsr» enlightened education, ample fortune, and ex- 
tenfiye influence in the country ; men of general intercourfo 
Ijad knowledge, political, profeifional, and mercantile ; meh 
tooj who themfelves and their ancefiors, have made ample 
Sacrifices to a fanAimonious obfervance of their vows. With- 
cmtaSeifHng or entertaining any difrefpedl for any other or- 
ders or dafles of the people, I muft fay, it is from perfbna 
of the defcription which I have given, that national opinion 
profefiional principle arc beft to be collected \ not from 

afev^ 
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a few deluded people in the South ; not from a few difiatis« 
fied people in the North ; nor yet from a^y ftrange and in« 
congruous connexion that may be fabricated between both ; 
nay^ if by fome wonderful rotation thefe two extremities 
ihoold ever happen to meet ; if by fome monftrous convulfi- 
on the two poles (if 1 may fay fb) far as they are afunder, 
fhould be brought into conjunQion, they would not have 
force to difturb the happy and temperate regions placed 
betw^^n^ where the people enjoy e^ual days and indulgent 
heavens* 

With fuch a declaration of principles, by fuch fubfcribing 
parties^ confirmed by the conduct of an hundred years, and 
attefied by the experience and obfervation of every difpaffio* 
hate Proteft'ant in the nation ; I fay, fortified by fuch fuperi* 
or authority, I feel a total indifiference toallthefeveral para* 
graphs and publications to which I have alluded, from the 
'mafiy*pamphlet to the volatile hand-bill ; from the original 
enrollment of difcord that takes poft and'garrifon in the 
citadel, to the detachments of newfpapers that are fent out 
tofecure the country. For the hoilour of the nation, I fhould 
wi£h they were not to travel to other countries; for the peace 
of the nation, I am not afraid they (hould travel through 
this. I know the loyalty of the Roman Catholics of Ireland ; 
I know they will not tafte of the cup of fedltion, whether it 
be brought vapid and muddy from the troubled waters of 
Betbefda's pool ; or come heated and mantling from the in- 
temperance of the ale-hpufe. 

It is under fuch a conviflion that I aJdrefs you with confi- 
dence for a further repeal of 'the laws afFeAing the Romali 
Catholics, to that extent which your wifdom and liberality 
fhall lead you to think expedient. What that extent ihall 
be, appears to me the only queftion that can divide the o* 
pinion of parliament on this fubje£t ; and I confefs, that is a 
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queftibn which may liatUrally produce diveriity of opmion 
amoagft wife and good men. 

As for^mjfelf^ balanced' as I am between confidence ia 
Ihe Catholics and devqtion to ancient eftablifhmenty I have 
not found it eafy to accommodate between the two contend- 
ing propenfities. 

If 1 were engaged in the unfortunate labours of forming a 
net^ confl:ltutlon> it never would occur to my mind to intro- 
duce the words Proteftant and Papi ft as terms of political 
difcrimination. But as we have a conftitution already eftab- 
liQied, which we feel coiipetent to preferve liberty and tq 
promote happinefs ; and as we have learned from the experi- 
ence of others the calamities that may occur in compofing a 
new one, it muft be our conftant labour, as it is our deareft 
intereft, to watch with a pious vigilance, the excellent one 
we have, and protect it from the hand of innovation and exr ' 
pcriment.— We muft, in every political tranfaftion, jceep 
that conftitution before our eyes, and aA With perpetml 
reference to its principles. 

Under that conftttution the predominancy Is Proteftant.— 
It was fo declared at the revolution — it was To provided in 
rfie ails fettling the fucceffion of the crown — the king's coro- 
nation oath was enjoined in order to keep it fo — the king, as 
foil magiftrate of the ftate, was obliged to take the oath of 
abjuration, and fubfcribe the declaration ; and every other 
member of the ftate, legiflative and executive, ftands' bound 
under the, fame obligation. — Whether it was or was not wile 
at the time to have made fo broad a barrier, I Ihall not, at 
this period, venture to enquire. I own to you. Sir, I trem- 
ble at the notion of reviewing, for the purpofe of altering, 
any oi the conftituent principles of that revolution, which ia 
its confcquences has proved fo happy to thcfe countries. I 

would not ralhly hazard the ftability of fo noble a fabric, to 
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remove even an acknowledged defeft •, and efpccially when 
the trade of iconftitution-making had grown into a fort of 
profeffional praftice ; — when we fee academies opened' 
throughout the country to give diplomas and degrees xntliat 
fcicnce;— and when, even without the advantage of this 
academical education, common artificers ptofefs to reform 
the work of Somers and of Locke. 

Though I fliould always hefitate to touch any principle of 
that revolution : though we (hould look up to it as to a polar 
ftar, by which we are to fteer in whatfoeverdiredlion we may 
fliape our courfe, yet I am not lo dogmatical as to fay that 
there is any human inftitution fo immutable and entire, as 
never, in any degree, to accommodate to any poiEble change 
of the times and circumftances ; and it has always been my 
decided opinion, that the fevcrlties with which party preju- 
dice and religious animoCty infpired the penal ftatutes that 
fucceeded the revolution, are fit obje^s of frequent revifion, 
for the purpole of repeal or mitigation, in the proportion 
and to that extent which the temper and condition of the 
times n?ay render prafticable or prudent. — However in fuch 
remedial proceedings, it is feflential to the good of every ftate 
to avoid violent tranfitions or changes— to guard againft fud- 
den or extravagant transfers of power or property. 

In endeavouring to afcertain the particular points of re- 
laxation which it would be prudent for me to fubmit to the 
wifdom of parliament, I made it my bufipefs to folicit a com- 
munication with as many members of the legiflature as I 
could, wuhout prefumption, confult on the fubjeft.— You, 
Sir, who know every thing, know that every fuch conftjlta- 
tion which has fuccefs for its objeft, muft be conducted and 
concluded by mutual deference, and conceflion of opinion. 
I (houfd not be fincere in my fervices to the Roman Catho . 
lies, if I were to hazard every thing by afpiring at more 
than appeared to me to be conformable to the fenfc of thofe 
1 ^ T i ^ wha 
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who are to decide^ and to whofe judgment I am bound id 
fubmit. I therefore^ under that impreflion^ confine myfelf 
to the following points : 

ift. "I woiild give them the practice and profeffion of the 
law," as a reafonable proviiion, dnd application of their ta- 
lents to their own country. — adly. I would reftore to them 
education^ entire and unreftrained — becaufe I think a fiate 
of ignorance is a ihte of barbarity. This I think would be 
accomplifhed by taking off the neceffity for a licence as dn- 
joined by the aft of 1782. — 3dly, I would draw clofer thtf 
bonds of intercourfe and afFe£l:ion> by allowing intermarri-> 
age, and repealing that cruel, ftatute that ferves to b^tl^ay 
female credulity, and baftardife the children of a virtuous 
mother,— 4 thly. I woiild remove thofe obftru£tions to arts 
and mantifa^ures, that limit the number of appr^^ntices, 
which are fo nece0ary to affift and promote trade. 

I have now, feir, only toafk your pardon for having taken 
tip fo much of your time ; but the fubjeft has engaged my 
mind with fo much afdour and affeftion, that I could not 
avoid fpeaking thus largely upon it. It is a fubj^eft that I 
embraced in my youth, and fhall not caft off in my age, ' un- 
lefs it fliall be difpbfed todcfert me. I wifh the Proteftants 
and Catholics fhould, by the benignant progrefs of time, 
grow to be one people y and they certainly would, if fome 
rafh intemperance does not interpofe to retard the progrefs, 
aiid revive the prejudices which have fo long kept us afunder* 
If the Roman Catholics look to their old friends, they will 
fee them prove their fincerity, by labouring in praflicablc 
fervices, rather than deluding their hopes by the magnitude 
of demand. I am confident they will liften to their old 
friends, and that the patient magnanimity which diftinguiih- 
ed and dignified them in times of rigour, will not defert 
them in times of relaxation. They jnay be aflured that a 
perfeverance in that conduQ can alone give their oid friends 

a capacity 
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a, capacity to ferve thep. And they may likewife be aflurcd, 
(whatever mifreprcfentations have gone abroad) that it is ow^ 
ipg to the feafonable interpoiitjons of thofe high authorities 
of Catholic loyalty to v^hich I have alluded, confronting the 
publiciitions that traduced their principles, that the favoura- 
ble fentiments in^ his majefty's government are confirmed. It' 
is owing to, that tefiimony, that J^ the humbleftj but the 
oldeft of their friends, have the confidence or capacity t^ 
plead their caufe of this day ; and it is a teflimony, I truft^ 
will be a powerful advocate for them with the Iri(h parlia- 
fnent. At prefent I fhail only move ypu — 

<< That leave be given to bring in a bill for remotring €€]:-• 
f' tain reftraints and difabilities under which his majefty's 
<< Roman Catholic fubjedls labour, fro^i flatutes at prefent ixK 
<< force." 

After fome debate, leave was given to bring in the bil^ 
which was accordingly done pn the 4th of Febj^uary folloW"? 
jng.-^Xhe heads of this bill were as follows* 

ilo^AN Catholic 6itL« 

<« WHEREAS by an aft pafTed in this kingdom in tho 
fjxth year of Queen Anne, entitled, * An aft to explain and 
amend an aft to prevent Papifts being folicitors,' and by ano- 
ther aft pafled in this kingdom in the firft year of King 
Qeorge the Second, entitled, * An aft for regulating the ad- 
miflion of barrifters at law, fix clerks and attorneys, and of 
other perfons into offices and employments, and for pre- 
venting Fapifts praftifing as folicitors, and for further 
ftrengthening the Proteftant intereft in this kingdom,* it is 
required, that every perfon who fhall apply to be called to 
the bar or to be admitted an attorney, fhall, before fuch an 
application or admifllon, or taking upon them to praftife as 
aforefaidi take and f\ibrcribe the feveral oach^, and repeat 

and 
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and fubfcribe the declaration in and by the faid a£ls rcfpcc- 
tively mentioned ordire£led. 

' « And whefeas it is deemed expedient to enable his Ma- 
jefty*s fubjefts of Ireland, profefling the Roman Catholic 
religion, to become barrifters at law, and to praftifc as at- 
tornies, folicitors and notaries, upon thejr taking the oath 
of allegiance herein after mentioned. 

•< Be It enabled, by the King*s mod excellent Majefty, by 
and with the advice and confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons in this prefent parliament affcmb- 
led, and by the authority of the fame, that the oaths and 
declaration in and by the afts refpeftively required to be tak- 
en and fubfcribed by every perfon who (hall be admitted 
or praftife as a counfeilor or barrifter at law, attorney, folici- 
tor or notary, Ihall, from and after the twenty-fourth day 
of June, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety 
two, be no longer required to be taken or fubfcribed by any 
perfon profefGng the Roman Catholic religion, as a qualifi- 
cation to enable him to be admitted to the bar, or to a£l as 
an attorney, folicitor or notary ; but the oath of allegiance 
appointed to be taken and fi^bfcribed, by an a£t paifed in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth years of his prefent majefty's reign, 
entitled * An aft to enable his Majeily's fubj efts of whatever 
perfuafion to teftify their allegiance to him,' (hall, from and 
afterthe faid twenty-fourth day of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-two, be adminiftered, taken and fub- 
fcribed to and by perfons profefling the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion, to be' admitted barrifters and to praftif? as attorniesji 
folicitors and notaries, have the fame e&ibft and operation to 
.all intents and purpofes, as the taking and fubfcribing of the 
oath and declaration, in the room of which the fame is here- 
by fubftitQted, could have had, any law to the contrary 
notwithftanding. Provided always, that nothing herein 
contained fKall extend to enable or qualify any perfon to hold 
or enjoy the place or office of King's counfcl. ** And 



CoUcdahea ^litka. ti^ 

• «' And whereas by an adt pafled in this kingdom in the . 
fixfh ytar of Q^een Anne, it is enacted, < that no attorney 
or folicitor fhall take, keep or have any Papift or reputed 
Papift to be his apprentice or clerk' 

<< Be it ena^ed, that it (hall and may be Uwful to and for 
any.attorney or folicitor to have, keep or employ as an.ap^ 
prentice (^ cleirk any perfon profefHng the Roman Catholic 
religion^ who. (ball haveprevioufly duly taken and fubfcribed 
in his Majefty's Court of King's bpnch the faid oath of allegi- 
^ce fet out in this faid a£t of the thirteex;ith and fourteenth «> 
years of the r^ign of hjs prefent Majcfty,; and that from th$ 
pafliQg of this aft, the words f ollowingi^ (to wit) < ^nd that 
I will not knowingly take a{i apprentiqe or eipploy as qltrk 
or folicitor any perfon q{ the PopiCh religion,' fhal] be oinitt- 
ed in the oath required bj an adt paiTed i^, the f^yenth y^ar^ 
of the reign of King Gegrgcthe Secoqd,, entitled, < An aft 
for the amefadipent pfthe law in relation to Popi(h fplicitorsj^ 
and for remedjing other mifchiefs in relation to the pra£t^i•^ 
oners in the feveral courts of law, required to be tal^en bj 
every mafter in Chancery, (ix clerk of the Court of Chanc,9« 
ry, barrifter. at law, attorney and ofHcer of any of the courts 
in Duj)lin, and every dcjjuty of fuch pfficer 1^4^ every ioligU. 
t;9r,' 

<< And whereas by the faid laft ipentiOned aftj, it is enaft^ 
ed, that if any perfon admitted a barrifter, attorney or fo- 
licitor, fhall marry any woman of the popifli religion, fuch 
perfon (hall be deemed a paj)i(l, and be difahled from beings 
a l^arrifte^, attorney or folicitor 

«< B^ it ena£lecj, that fo inuch of the faid recited, aft bcj . 

and thp fame is hereby repealed, and that every perfon fp 

married or marrying, being otherwift duly entitl^d,^ may, . 

notwithftanding fuch tnarriage, continue or be admitted to 

pra^tiije as a barrift^i attorney or folicitor. 

« And 
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<- Aod whereas bj an aA pafiei in the £rft year c^ the 
reign of King George theSecond, entitled, < An^£t forx^< 
gulating the admiflion of barrifters at law, fix clerks and at- 
tornies, and of other perfons into offices and emplojmfnts.: 
and for preventing Papifts pra£tifing as folicitors, and for 
further ftrengthening the ProteAant intereft in this kingdom^* 
it is cnaftcd that every perfon converted from the' Popifli to^' 
tlic Protcftant religion, or born of Popilh parent or parents, 
who, from and after thefiiftdajr of Angvft» one thoufand^ 
feven hundred and twenty eight, ihall apply to be called to 
the bar, or to be admitted a fix clerk or attorney, or fhall 
take upon him to praAife as a folicitor, or to aA as an officer 
or deputy officer as aforefaid, fhall upon fuch application, or 
before taking on him to a£t or praQife as aforefaid, prote 
before the Lord Chancellor or the comm!fi|oner of the Great 
Seal, the two Chief Juftices, the phief Baron, the jufUces ' 
of the one bench and of the other, and the barons of his Ma-» 
jefty's Court of Exchequer in Ireland for the time being, ot 
any two or more of them (of which the I^ord Chancellor or 
one of the commiffion^rs of the Gre^^t Seal, or one of the faid 
Chief Juftices, or the Chief Baron, for the time being, fhall 
be one) by fufficient witncfs or witnelfes upon oath, which' 
they or any two of thetil are hereby authorised toadminiftcr,' 
that fuch perfon has profeijed himfelf and continued to be a 
Protcftant for the fpace of two yea^s immediately before the 
time of making luch proof. 

<< Be it enabled, that fo much of the faid a£l ^s is herein re<i 
cited be and the fame is hereby repealed. 

4 

^« And whereas by an aft pafled in the twenty firft and 
twenty.fecond years of his prcfent Majefty, entitled, < An a£t 
to regulate the admiffion of barrifters at law,* it is enacted- 
that no perfon ftiall be admitted to the degree of a bar^ifter 
at law, who ihall not have been received and admitted into 
the fociety of King's tnn$ as a ftudent, five years previous to 

tfec 
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the time of his applying to be admitted to the faid degfee} 
and it is alfo by the fs^id z€t furtli<;r c^o^Aed. that ^9. p^fon 
flialt be admitted ioto the faid fociety as a ftudei^t who fliall 
not at the time of b)s admiflioQ be of ,the Proteftant reU-«' 
gbn. . • ^ . 
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^* And whereas ^yt,hc lafl: recited daufc perfons profc^^S^ 
the Popilh religion were not capable .of foi^plyuoig. wjthjqiv 
fulfilling fuch previous qualification, to be ^tdmi^ed to the 
ftid degree of barrifter at law, • " 

. << Be it ena^dy hythe authority aforelaid, thatalFaiul 
every fuch perfon or perfons prdieffingther PopMh religidUji 
who on or before the twenty^ieventh day of lane next, €0^ 
have performed every other requi^ eiijoiiied by this or tnf 
other law or ufage to qualify them for being admitted to the 
degree of barrifter at law, may be admitted to the iame on 
paying the ufual fees to faid fociety, although he or they flialt 
not have been admitted as fiudeitt or fludents prevldus to tbief 
time of his or their applying to be admitted to laid degree ;' 
and that, from and after the pafi^ng this a£l, fo much of the 
faid laft recited a6l as ^naAs, that no perfon ihall be admitt*? 
ed into the faid fociety as aftudent, who ihall not at the tim<tf 
of his admifiipn be of the Proteftant religion, be and is hereby^ 
repealedf * 

<< And whereas an a£l pafled in the ninth year of King 
William the Third, entitled, < An aA to prevent Proteftants 
intermarrying with Papifts,' and whereas it is no longer he- 
cefiary to continue the faid aA in force, 

<< Be it therefore enaAed that the faid a£t (hall be, and the 
fame is hereby repealed; Provided always that the repeal 
(hereof (hall not in any fort aftefk any fuit heretofore eona^ 
laepced and now depending, grounded on .the faida$» i„ 






'^ And be it further enaQed, that (o much of an aA pafl^il 
la this kingdom in the fecond year of Queen Anne, entitled, 
< An aA to prevent the further growth of Popery,' as fubjete 
Profeftants incecmariytng with Papifts either within the 
kingdom or in parts without the kingdom, to the pains, pe* 
nalties or difabilities infli£ted by the faid lait-mentioned aft 
•f the ninth year of King Williao) the Third, {hall be, and thq 
fame are hereby repealed* 

' ^< Provided always, and be it epafted, that nojthing herein 
Contained (hall extend or bq conftrued to extend to enable 
iny Fifoteftam' who now is oriiere^cer fliall be married to a 
Popilh wife, to vote at any eleAion of reprefentatives to ferv& 
ib parliament, other than as they may by laws in being bo^ 
iofC the paffing of tl^is a£t 

: << And be it^ffirther i^naAed, that it (halt and may belaw«i 
fal to and for Pf oteftants and perfons profelling the Roman 
Catholic religion to intermarry, ana to and for archbifliops^ 
bifhops and all perfons having lawful jurifdiAion, to grant 1h 
cenfes for marriages to be celebrated between Proteftants and 
perfons profeffing the Roman Catholic religion, and for 
Clergymea to publifh the banns of marriage between Cuch 
perfons, and that clergymen of the eftablilhed church duly 
celebrating fucb marriages (hall not be liable to any pain^ 
jpenalty or cenfure for celebrating the fame, any law to th^. 
contrary notwithfianding. 

<* And whereas it is not any longer neceflary to continue 
an aft pafled in the feventh year of the rdgn of King ^iiliam^ 
the Thurd, entitled, < An aft to reftrain foreign education,^' 

<< Qe it cnaftedy that the fame aft be and is hereby x/i^ 
pealed. 

<' And whereas by an aft pafTed in the twenty-firft and 
tw^tj^fecond years of his prefent majefty's reign, entitled, 

MAn 
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^ An a£l to allow perfons profelSng the Popifh reUgion to 
teach fchools in this kingdomi and for regulating the edaaf- 
tion of Papifls, and alfo to repeal parts of certain laws rela- 
tive to the guardianfliip of their children,* itds required that 
any perfon of the Bopifh religion who (hall teacli or keep 
fchooly (hall firft obtain the licenre of the ordinaiy of tk« 
didcefei and whereas it is not expedient any longer to mate 
fuch licenfe neceflary, 

<< Be it ena£led| that it (hall not, from the palling of this 
afl, be necefTary that the licenfe of the ordinary fliall be ob- 
tained in order to authorize any perfon of the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion to keep or teach fchool ; provided always^ 
that fuch perfon ihall in all other refpeAs perform the requi- 
fites required by, and conform blmfelf to, the faid laft-^meati- 
oned aft. « 

«* And whereas by an aft paffed in the eighth year ot 
Queen Anne, entitled, < An ad for^explaining and amend* 
ing an ad to prevent the further growth of Popery/ it iscn« 
aded that no Papift or Papifts who are or (hall be permitted 
to follow any^trade, craft, fhall keep more than two apprentH 
ces, and that for no lefs a term than feven years. 

« Be it enaded that fo much of the faid a£tbe and is here« 

by repealed." 

It was evidently the intention of the honourable member 
who introduced thefe heads, to allow the Roman Catholics, 
the pradice and profeffion of the law : to reftore them to 
education entire and unreftrained, and to allow intermarriage 
between the formfir an.d the Protieftants, and finally to re* 
move thofe obftrudions to grts and manu£st£bires that limiied 
the member of apprentices^ which are necefiary to afiift and 
promote Trade^-r-The objeds however of this bill, fcemM. 
not to meet entirely the wifhes of the Roman Catholics^ 
they look'd to a participation of the El^dive Franchife^— • 
and accordingly on the i8th Fcbruaryi Mr. Egan prefented 

a petition 
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a petition of the Roman Catholic committce-^which he rtzi 
as f olloirs. 

To thf Right Hon, theKmghis^ Citizens t andBwrgeJpu^ in par* 

liament ajfembled* 

Tke P£TiTioN of the underfigaef} Roman Catii olics, oq 
^behalf of then^lclves wi the ^oipax^ Qatholics of Ireland, 

IfumUjfie^eth^ 

^ That as the Houfe has thought it es^pedient to i^vctSt 
<^ their attention to the (ituation of the Roman Catholics of 
f < Ireland^ and to ^ further relaxation of th<^ penal ftatutes 
<i ftiil fubiiiling againft them^ they beg leave, with all hu- 
'< mility, to come before the houfe with the moft heartfelt 
<< aflTurance of the wifdom ai|d juftice of parliament! which is 
<' at all times defirous mod: gracioufly to attend to the peti- 
^tionsoftbe people; they therefore humbly pre fume to 
^ (ttbmit to the houfe their entreaty, that they fhould take 
^f into their confideration whether the removal of fome o( 
^ the civil incapacities under which f hey labour, and the 
'< reftoration of the petitioners to fome (hare in the elediyq 
*< franchifei which they enjoyed long after |he revolution^ 
<' will not tend to f^rengtben the I'roteftant ftate, add new 
•f vigour to induftry, and afibrd proteAion and happinefs ta 
<< the Catholics of Ireland ; that the petitioners refer with 
<< confidence to their conduift for a century paft, to prove 
*< their uniform loyaRy and fubmiffion to the iaws^ and tq 
<< corroborate their - folemn declaration^ that if they obtain 
*^ from the juftice and benighhy of parliament, fuch relaxa-* 
^f tion from certain' incapacities, and a participation in that 
^ franchife which will raife them to the rank of freemen', their 
f' gratitude muft be propefrtiofied to the benefit, and that en- 
'< joying fome fhare iii the happy conftitution of Ireland, they 
^ will exert themfelves -with additional zeat in its coitferva^ 
« tion/' 
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l*hc privileges fought by this petition were cverttually re- 
fufed) but the bill granting fuch indulgences as before (tat^d, 
after coniiderable debate in Committeei pafled the houfe of 
Commons on the 24th Februaryj and was tranfmitted to the 
Lords. — It would exceed the limits to which this i/rbrk. is 
confined, were the many able arguments here ftatcd, which 
were offer'd both ^or and againft this bill ; but the following' 
concife and elegant fpeech of Ml*. Smyth^*" cannot })t 
d eem'd unworthy of feloCUon.— 

*« Relaxed, (faid he) " and exhadfted from a variety, of 
i^aufes, which it would arrogant in me to trouble the Houfe 
by ftating, it was not my attention to have obtruded upoa 
you this night, but from the turn which the debate has lat« 
terly taken ; I feel it my duty, before it concludes, to fo* 
licit the permiifion of the Houfe to fubmit to them very 
briefly my humble thoughts upon the principle of the pre- 
fent bill. From the line of my profeflion I have, Sir, uppa 
feveral occafions, been forced into an intimate confideratlon 
of that code of laws diftinguifhed by the name of Popery 
laws ; by which means I became enabled to form, and am, I 
think, now not altogether incompetent to deliver a tolerably 
adequate opinion of their nature and their character. Sirjr; 
I never read them but with horror, nor reflefted upon theni 
but with a mingled fepfation of forrow and of fhame. I 
hailed the relaxation of them as the aufpicious dawn, and \ 
looked, and do look, to their utter and final abrogation, at 
to the meridian glory of my country's welfare and profperity. . 

Impraft with thefe fentiments, I could not but rejdice 
when the honourable baronet, who firft moved thi^ UH,* 
introduced it into the Hbnfe ; and I inftantly determined^ 
if neceflary, to give it my feeble, though htOi fupport ; 
while at the fame time I fondly hoped that beit^g, a^ I de^rn** 
ed it, in its nature highly expedient, in its ebncdkons ex- 
tremely moderate, and in its confequeiices likely to be emi- 
nently 

• Now Sir Michael Saytli^, It, MUter 9iih€ f^l)$* / 
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nently {alatary, it would not only efcape every thing Iifee 
angry oppofition, but pafs into a law in all the dignity of 
^ Unanimous and nniverfal approbation. 

The objefh which this bill embraces are but few; it propoies 
to admit our Roman Catholic brethren into the profeilion , 
and praftice of the law in all its various departments ; to 
enable them alfo to efiabliih literary feminaries and academies 
fpr the inftnif^ion and .education of their own youth ; and 
to permit intermarriages of Proteftants and Roman Catholics ^ 
with fome fubordinate proviiionsy on which I mean not at 
preient to trouble the Houfe with my obfervations . As to 
the firft and fecond of tbefe meafures, juftice and humanity, 
ats well as found policy, forbid all refinance to them. We 
all kn6w that arts and fdences^ like foils, are >eft improved 
by cuhure ; nor is the profperity of a nation more marked 
by the number and induftry of its citizens, than the perfect- 
ion of fcience is enfured by the multitude and competition 
af its' ftudents and its votaries. Juft Heaven ! Sir, is the ' 
«* ample page of knowledge" to be with-held for ever from 
our Roman Catholic fellow citizens ? As to them, arc the' 
facred fountains of fciencp and of truth to be for ever dried 
up? Is more, much more, than half the genius of the land 
to be condemned to pine and languifli in obfcurity for ever ? 

fcr ever to 

•♦^ > I 'bluih unfeen, • 

4 ** And wafte its fweetnefs on the defart air ?" 

Or IS it to be for everbaniihed from our hofpitablelhores, to 
ieek a wretched afylum in fome diftant jand, until happily 
at lengjtb impelled and deyated by its native eniergf, it may 
ierve to dignify fome foreign court, or to illuminate fome 
other henufphere i Forbid it. Heaven I Forbid it, the jufttce 
and humanity of iny country I Forbid it, .every motive, and 
^trery principle that ought to fway the human he^urt, or 
guid the hunum intelle£l I No, Sir, we will admit, our Ro* 
jp4a Catholic bretbtcniato t^eptiof^fiiQnoii the kw; we 

^ ' wiU 
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iritt ■eceSvt them with open arms ; we wiH enable and «a- 
courage them to qualify for that important ftatioo ; we wiU 
contend and ftruggle with them in the honeft and hoooursif 
ble.pUrfuits of fortune and of fame; and if vanqulfhed in 
the ftrife, we will join with the furrounding world in adrni^ 
ring thofe talents which^ though we could not equal, we 
dared to emulate. 

With refpeAto the intermarriages of Proteihnts and R»& 
fn^ Catholics, I feel afliired it is a meafure that can nevef 
meet refinance within thofe walls. In a country eminendy 
cliftinguiihed by the beauty of its women and gallantry of 
it^ meui (hall it be adjudged criminal to admire thati'firona 
whoie 

** ■ Every stepit gra^d, 

" And every gesnire d%nity and loVc 5" . . .: 

Shall it be deemed a breach of allegiance to pay homage to 
beauty ? Shall loyalty be fet at variance with nature ? Sbal 
our gracious fovereign be forced to difpute* titles with tht 
« mighty monarch of the human heart ?" And ihall love in 
Ireland, (hall love be made 4ittle leTs than high treafon bf 
law ? Why, Sir, the punifhment of Tantalus was mercy to 
this. Such i^orrid laws find their remedy in theil' impo* 
tence ; their cruelty defeats and deftroys their effefi, and 
they become inoperative, becaufe they are unnatural. Where 
God and natujce enjoy admiratioh and efteem, it b vaiiH 
as well as finful, inJawto prohibit union. The inftindifr 
paeons of the human heart will force their way in fpite of 
every cruel effort to check or to fubdue them ; and whea 
indulged, when virtuoufly and honourably indulged, gcaciont 
Heaven ! fliall all their holy joys, ihall all their (aa«d a&i 
myfterious raptures be, by a mercileis law» converted into 
pains and penalties? Shall the nuptial torch ferve. only' <o 
light its unoffending, yet uiihappy, votaries to thfeir tempo* 
ral undoing I And (hall the doating huiband be lirced/IO 
contemplatci in the perloa of his lovely wife, the fiital drag^ 

t^caft 
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ci^ tt pon his honeft ambition ) the beauteous, iniUKenf^ 
pitiable bttrtheli that is to weigh him down in life, and mar 
hh fortune and his fame for ever ? 

Away with fuch abominable la^^s I Away with fach lavage 
legiflation ; and away, for ever away with fuch mifchievous 
and fuch mercilefs policy. Let us, I conjure the houfe by 
the facred names of charity and benevolence ! Let us main- 
Itiii the caufe and aflert the honeft, vixituous claims of na- 
ture. Let us adjure all tyranny over thethuoian heart, and 
vindicate and protect thefe amiable and irreiiftible attach- 
ments which arc the prime fources, not only of all domeftic 
Ittl^inefs, butalfo of , all national ftrengtb, profpcrity, and 
glory. Let us once more throw wide the golden gates of 
hallowed love, and let hymeneal fongs and the fympathetic 
murmurs of united hearts render «' our groves harmonious.'' 

I fear I have trefpafled on the attention of the hoiife too 

long, and ihall therefore haften to conclude ; but before I 

vefiime my feat, let me in the moft folemn, yet in the mofl: 

fiippliaiu manner, entreat of thofe gentlemen who may be 

vppKhenfive of the eonfequence of the prefent bill, that 

while lliey regard, with a fteady eye, the Proteftant intereft, 

they do not overlook the Roman Catholic virtue ; that is, in 

their anxiety to preferve what is calle(} the Proteftant afcen- 

dancy, *they forget not to alleviate the Roman Catholic 

grievances ; fo that while one party (hall be happy in the pof- 

llffion of prerogative, the other niay be contented in the 

participation of privilege ; always reniembering that kindnefs 

im. the one hand, will not, cannot fail of {Producing gratiude 

on the other ;: until, after a lengthened period of mutual 

barmony, cordiality, and affedHon, that happy moment, fo 

Attach^ fo dcTOutly to bis wiihed for by every real friend of 

this OKtntry, fhall arrive, when the divided names of Protef- 

tant and Roman Catholic (h^U be heard no more, but mel- 

i^nMl and melted away—- fhall finally lofe themfelves in the 

more endearing, glorious, and divihe appellations of friend, 

teipther) and fellow Chriftian. 

CHAP- 
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^plrefs en hehalfof;t}ie, Roman CatboUcs to, th Lord Lhun 
ienant.:^Refolutions and pr^iceedings of the Catholic b$4yi^ 
,rrTm9thn of Mr. Pon/pnbj re/pe^ing the Trade of Ireland. 
— Speakers addref^o^ prejeinting the money bills, — Con- 
\lufiQn of the feJfien.-^Lgrd Lieutenanfs fpeech.-^fejjion of 
^793. — Dehatef reJpeBing parliamentary reform^t/ie /(i^ 

{{pncermng '[^luntefrs*^ 



V^Nthe 27th of December 1791, thefoUowing addrcfe 
on bebalfof the Roffl^n Catholics wa? prcftnted to the Lor* ' 
(lieutenant. 

To his Excellency John^ BtLrt of W^hnvrdani^ Lord LletOe- 
Hant^ Gfneral and Gpneral Gpvermn of Iirehnd. 

We» the undernamed, bis M^jefty's mofl; dutiful aodloyal 
{ubje£b, Roman Catholics of the kingdonx of Ireland, defi- 
Tousatall times to declsu-e unequivocally our fentiments of 
loyalty to our moft gracious Sovereign* and* our attachment 
to the ConftitutioOf difclaiming. every word or a^ which can 
direfbly or iadire£lly tend toalarm the minds o£oar brethx!:en> 
oc^ diftorb the tranqMilUty of this country, have, ia order- to 
prevent fnifreprefentation or mifconception of our fentiments, 
thought it ncjcefl?iry now to lay before your Excellency thr 
refblutions hereunto annexed. 

Vol. II. U We 
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We confide in your Excellency's goodnefs, that you wUI bji^ 
pleafed toreprefent us to our moft gracious Sovereign, iucl\ 
as vre really are, grateful for the mild and benevolent difpo- 
fition he has beep always gracioufly pleafed to fhew f owarcl 

US. 

We rely with confidence on our paft as a pledge for our fu-r 
.f ure good conduft, and as we feel moft ftrongly the benefits 
that |iave ;^rifen not only to us in particular, but to this king* 
dom in general, from the indulgence which, through the 
lyifdom of the Icgiflature, we have already received, fo we 
look with refpeflful confidence to its wifdom, liberality, and 
benevolence, for a further extenfion of its favours. 

Refolved, that applicatioii be made to thj Icgi^ature dur- 
|ng the next fefiion of parliament, for a further repeal of th^ 
laws affecting the Roman Cat;holics o(^relapd. 

Refolyed, That grateful for fpr^mer conceflSons, we djg^ 
pot preiume to point out the meafure or exteiit to which 
fuch repeal fhould be carried, but leave the fame to the wif^ 
dom and difcretion of the legiilature. fully confiding in their 
liberality and benevolence, that it will be as extenfiva as the 
circumftances of the times and the general welfare of the 
Empire (hall, in their confiderafion, render prudent and 
expedient. 

Re&lved, That firinly attached to our moft gracious Sov&p 
reign and the conftitution of the kingdom, aud anxioufly de^ 
firous to promote tranquillity and fubje£lion to the laws, we 
will fludioufiy avoid all meafures which can either direftly or 
indirectly tend to difturb or impede the fame, and will rely 
on the wifdom and benevolence of the legifhtutfe^ as the 

fource from which we defire to obtain a further relaxation of. 

■ ■ ' ' ■' 

the above-mentioned laws. 
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This addrefs. was flgned. ' 

f INGAL, GORMANSTOWN, KENMARE, J. TROY, 

D. D. R. C^th. A. D. Hon. J . Prefton, Gormanstown, 

' Co,JMeath^— Valeptine Browne, ^Clllarney, Cq. Kcrrj^, 

Sir Fatric^ ^^^^eiir, Bart. Barmeath, Co. jLoutht — Sir, 

^ t^onja? Efmond^ Bart. Cq. W^^forjl^ 

Av^d by ^bovc 4q others,, of Kkc cc^ftaWlity. 

V 

The general wish ot the Catl^plics i^^nl farthei;^ than this, 
a^drefs expreiTes : they defired t<^ be put complately on a Hke 
(ooting with Proteftaot fubje^, and th^ addre& w^s qenfur- 
ed at feveral pnjblic meetings, particularly by the Greneral. 
tpommittee o£the Roman Catholics^ who on thei 14th of. 
January, 1792, publiflied the following relplupons. 

X. That an addrefs bp preiented to the Lord Lieutenant oj^^ 
Inland, to requett his Excellency, to certify ta^isMajeAyi^ 
the ardent, zealous^ aod loyal attachment of the I^oman, 
CathoUcs. of this kingdom to his Ma)efty's;perfon and govern- 
ment, and to lay before his Majefty the motives which have 
induced us to withhold our iignatures from a certain paper, 
purporting to be an addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, with re- 
iblutions annexed, and prefetited to his ExceQcncy by Lor4» 
Kenmare, on the 27th December, to explain at large to hia 
Majefty the circumdances of that whole tranfa^lioii* 

9 

2. That it is the opinion of this Committee ^hat many or 
moft of the perlbns who iigned the i^id addrefs, bdng ign<;h 
rant of feveral collateral and antecedent circum (lances, could 
i^ot poffibly apprehend the real drift and pbje£l. thereof, and^ 
confequently that the addrefs was i^rreptitioufly obtain^d^ 

3. Thut the faid addrefs (under pretence of fatiafyir^ un^ 
fettfided alarms, and a fuppofed uneafinefs in the public 
mind, which had no real exiftence) was fabricated fojc the 

U a purpofc 
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piirpofe of throwing imputaitions of faction tn d turbulence 
oil this Committee, for refu0ng to ^ifi^vow a^ publication in 
which this Committee wcr|?not concerned, and principles of 
fedition ivhich that publication did not contain, and wi^ 
which the Roman Catholics of this kingdom never have been 
tainted. 

4. That the.faid addrefs, replete with aKp.bipous es^^ 
preffions, was alfo intended, obliquely and infidioufly, tc^ 
<conveyan opinipn that this Committee was npt comppfed of 
Irien of property and rcfpeftable gentlemen of our. perfuai^ 
pn, but of low and factious perfons, not really reprcfenting 
the confequence, or fpeaking the voice of the Roman Ca- 
rbolics of thif kingdom. 

5. That the faid implications, both equally falfe, are high.^ 
ly prejudicial to the interefts of the Roman Catholics, and to, 
the Conimunity at large, a^ rendering it difficult toatcertaii^ 
which, whom, or on what principles to deal with the Ra-r 
man Catholics, from the uncertainty of who is, ox: who i| 
not entitled to fpeak their voice, \ ' 

\ 

6. That the faid addrefs was likewife the orgai) of anpther 
defign of a ftill more dangerous tendency, viz. to convey a 
felfe impreffion to the nation, the parliament, ^d the King 
himfelf, concerning the true ftat^^ the real wan(^, the.temp?^ 
f r and difpofitions of this great body of his Majefty's faithful^ 
and loyal fobje^ts ; things moft neceflary to he known, a^d 
duly attended to by every wife government. 

7. That thi$ deiperate aud complicated ftcatag^m wa3 <U^ 
farther aggravated by laying a trap for the loyalty of our bo« 

V dy, and coming forward under cover of an addre(s to hi& 
Majeily^ which being the natural channel of communij:ation 
between King and people, ought ever to be preferved faipred 
and violate f^om all fraud and deceit* 
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8« That another obje£): of the promoters of the faul ad- 
Ui^efs, Was to form divifions, and to dilTemihate difcord a« 
mongthe Roman Catholics, in order toobftruft their eman- 
tipation y a projeA whiah has^ for (ome time paft| been 
carried on with great art and induftryi whith has more para, 
tiicularly appeared in the moft pernicious and dangerous at<« 
tempt to fedute the Roman Gathcdic Clergy froiix the Laity^ 
and fet them at Tariance; * 

9. That the devices concealed in the faid addteis, aiid ml« 
hy other proceedings of a iimilar nature, only render it more 
incumbent oh the Committee to continue its exertions ta 
|>rocure tke repeal of laws, which griatify, but do hdt allays 
the animoiity df odr adverfaries, and which, ihHead of co- 
operation, procure iis enemies^ even in the tompahibni of 
bur affli^iohs. 

id. That tho' ttie Rbihan Catholics of this kmgdbm la» 
i>our under many and feveral rdfiri£libn§, they arl; iiot, and 
hevcr were, deprived of all their rights. 

11. That it is hot only the undoubted i-ightj but alfo the 
bounden diity, of all the fubjefts of this realm, by petition 
ko parliament, both to point biit their own particular griev* 
iuicesy but alfo offer their opinions to the legtilature, con- 
cerning theinterefls and general policy of the kingdom. 

12. That a pi-bpef liiode be adbpt^d to Call the attention 
6f parlianieiit to the grievances of the Roman Catholics, afid 
to point out the meafures and citeiit, to which it is expedi- 
ent and neceflary to relieve them from the te(lri6liohs and 
di{quali£cati6ns under which they hibdni. ' ' * - 

a f 

13. That it is declared by a flatute paSed in the 17th and 
i 8th of his prefent Majefty, as follows^ viz. '< It miift add 
to the cultivation and improvement of this kingdom, but to 
the profperity and firength of all his Majefty'$ dominions, 

that 
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Ibat his fubjeAs of all denomination wotild enjoy tlie Ue£ 
fngs of bur free Conftitutio'n. 

14. Thdt ttotwftliftAilding the afot^efaid declaration, the 
ftoaian Catholics of this kingdom, neither having, nor he- 
tngiAle to acquire, any tight or fnrivilege, franchife, elec^ 
five t»r reprefentatire, are whoRj excluded and ieparaced oitt 
tiff and from the high Court of Padiainent, to have wof 
Knights or Buf^efles within the faid Commons ; and fat as 
js^uch as jtbe faid j^oman Catholics have always hitherto 
been bound by the aQs and ftatutes made in the fatne Courts 
tbey have oftentimes fuftained manifold lofles and damages^ 
and have teen grieved with adls and ftatutes made \^ithin 

4he faid Court, as well derogatory to their liberties and pri* 
vileges, as prejudicial to the politic government and fnainte^ 
l^iance of the Common WeaL 

15. That an bumble and dutiful reprefentation be made tci 
Parliament, that in conformity to the above cited declarati-» 
on, that capital grievance^ the caufe of every other, be alle^ 
siatjed or iinally done away. 

Signed by order. 

'RICHARD MCCORMICK, See. 

We may perceive from thele publications the difference of 
bpinion amongft the Roman Catholic body in political points 
— 'the fubjeft therefore of jelc£live franchife remained for fu- 
itiire dikuiSon. — But what has been already ftated were not 
the only matter3 of importance which came under enquiry 
(fiuring the feffion we now ipeak of — the trade of Ireland 
alfo engaged its attention : — We fiball ftate this bufinefs con* 

tifely In the words of a modern writer. 
» 

♦ " When Ireland (faid he) aflerted her right to trade 
with the whole world, there was no. refervation made with 

regard 

• ViewoflriOiafiairsy Vql. lid. 
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i'egard to India. We might have prdceeded dif eAly to thofe 
Wealthy r^ions, bad we hot reftratned ourfelves by oiir reve« 
nue law. Laft fefllon the attention 6f the hobfe was drawn 
to this important queftion; It was clearly proved that Ire- 
land paid upwards of 500,600!. a year to England jbr India 
goods alone; but this year, the reafons for aflertitfg ouc: 
right were fironger than they were laft ; inafmuch» as the 
ininifter was to fettle this bargain with the Eaft India torn* 
pany, which^ if he was permitted to do without any claim 
being made oh the part of Ireland, it might tie alledged that 
we had tacitly renounced our nghts in favoiir of the Eaft 
India company; 

In order to obviate fuch tonftruAions, and thereby to o<- 
|>en a direct trade between this country and India, iit. 
Ponfonby moved, for leave to bring in a bill, to repeal 
levery law which prohibited a trade from Ireland to the 
Countries lying Eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope. 

« 

When We^had obtained thfe free trade iii the year 1779, 
ihe Indian trade was omitted, it was alfo omitted in the year 
1782. In 1783 arid 1784J Mr. Coriy with that zeal and* 
Integrity ^hich have ever riiarked his charaAer in the fcr- 
vice of his country, moved for a committee to take into con« 
fideration the Eaft India trade ; and the right of the country 
was in confequence acknowledged. But Mr. Carry did not 
prefs the bufihefs any farther, clearly perceiving he had not 
iupport to carry it into efie£l. ^ 

Our Hght to the trade being thus eftablifliddi it was con- 
ceived to be m^ft prudent to accede to a temporary relin- 
quiihmept of the exercife of it. The trade to China was 
conceived to be the worft for a country fituated likd this^ 
which required a quick return, and not the very flow one, 
which a trade that requires a navigation equal to the circum* 
fercuce of; the globe would yield. Such is the trade of China. 

It 
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tt was not a trade that exportod manufadtinrc and bfoifg&f 

« home moneyi nor even a trade which exchanged manufiiAure 

for mant^laflure, but a trade whith required an exjpdrt o# 

moncfi and a return of manufa^hirej and that too the flow«« 

eft poffible return^ 

» 
t)o^or Adanr Smith, Who may be confidered one of thtf 

£rfl: political writers of the age» is of opinion, that it would 

be befter for a country of fxn»ll capita), to buy for fome time 

even at an high price from other European nations, the Eaft 

India goods it had occafiion for^ than to import them diifefl* 

ly from the Eaft Indies. 

"Vi^hat ft might lofe by the high price of thefe goods, he 
fays could feldom be equal to the lofs which it would fui^in 
by the deftruAion of a large portion of its capital from other 
employments, more necefiary, or more fuitable to its cir- 
cumftances and fituation than a diredt trade to India. Mr» 
Ponfonby's motion fell to the ground^ on which occafion 
he declared that be never would vote with any adminiftratxon 
until this, and the other meafures to which be and the 
gentlemen with whom he aAed, were pledged, Ihould be 
obtained. 

On the 25th of May, 1792, the Speaker prefenting the 
money bills for the royal aiTent, {poke as follows. 

" May it pleaje your Excellency^ 

** The Commons of Ireland attend with the (uppncSs 
'* While they may look back with a confcious pride to 
fheilr fpirited and fuqcefsftti meafures for preventing an iii- 
creafe of the national debt, as one great caufe of the exten** 
iion of trade, agt*icu!ture and manufactures, which has with 
a rapid and uninterrupted progrefs raifed this kingdom to a 
ftate of profperity and wealth never before experienced in ir, 
they know that the continuance of that profperity would 

ibon 
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toon ceafe If it were not cherifhed and maintained hy our 
'molt excellent ^ohftitntkm^ in which liberty andordei* are 
fo happily blended that every fiibjeA equally enjoys their 
influence, and fe<its his p^rfodi his induftry and property, 
tiquaily and effcAually protected by it. 

•« Its prelervation therefore mnft tvir be the greit obje£l 
lof their care, and there is no principle on which it is foand* 
ed fo ieflential to its prefervation, nor more jvftly dear tcf 
theh: patriotic and loyal feelings, than that which has fettled 
the throne of thefe realms on his Majefty's illoftrious hoofe 3 
t>n it, and on the pfbvifions for fecuring a Protefiant parlia* 
ttient, depends the Protef^aht afcendancy, and with it the 
COntixiuahce of the mzaf blefiings we now enjoy* - 

<* The bills which I Jiold contain the ufual grants, and t 
have the moft (incere happiiiefs in pfefenting them to your 
Excellcncyi whofe knowledge of the true int^reffis of Ireland, 
and whofe anxiety to promote its welfare, hai been proved 
to us by the firmeft vigilance, and prudence of yonr adoriili^ 
ftration. 

Thefe fupplies are, contained in thd bills which I have the 
honour of presenting to your Excellency for the royal af- 
fcnt.'? 

On the i8th of April following the parliament >ras pro- 
rogued to the 1 8th of June next -*-The iKH-d Lieutenant 
'doled the feflion with the following fpeech* 

t 

** My Lords and Geniktmn^ 

*' The difpatch you have given to the national bufinefs 
enables me to dofe the feflion, and t^ relieve you from fur- 
ther attendance in parliament* 

• - « • 
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*< Gentiemeh of the Houfe of Commons^ 

^' His Majefty commaods me to Ui^k ypuibr the fuppUci 
ybu IntcT^ted for the piiUic icrvjce \ you may'depeud.iippQ 
iheifbtthfiil application to ([hepurpofes/or which they Wjcire 
granted. 

<« My Lords and Gentletneni 

^ I hase his Majefty's cpoinf&ands to evprefs his iapprobati- 
on of^the mfdon ifehat>bas guided your prooe^diogs' during' 
the prefent {^ool^ tfp«tiaUy ^i the lib^al indulgences yod 
have afforded to your Kbnxan Catholic hi^cthren^ by efi^- 

4>llflung'thel^lityiofiAt)ermariage> by adoiittiiig them to 
<ke proCrffiob of the latv, and the b^efits of education, and! 
by removing aU reOriAtoKs up$m %\^ix ii\d^ftry in trade aqd 
manofa£hires. 

«* TfHir j^n^wUdge of .the true intcrcffs of your country i!f 
.plainly rnvdM- in thcjmeafure you .have adopted, for carry- 
ing inttf effeft ^ reciprpcal ptefei;cnce ini the corn trade witl^ 
Gceat BritaiPi ^ iyfteip beneficial to both countries, aind pe- 
culiarly advantageous to the agriculture of Ireland, that 
fource of your wealth and profpcrity. The further ftcps yoii 
have taken to check the iaimoderate ufe pf fpiHtuousiiquors,' 
and your wife regulations ibr the ofamrit^ble inftitutiojss^ 
prove your attention to the interefts of the lower ord^nrsro^ 
the people. 

" I'iball firmly rely onTour cordial cotoperatlph for tjief 
fupport of public ordei*, and the enbncing obedisenise tp tbe 
laws, by which alone the fruits of national induftry can be 
fecured ; and when you refleftupon the flouriflxing rcfoiir- 
•ce^, the encrcafing )«ealtb and unexampled profpcrity of the 
c^i^ntry, .ypu wilt not fail to impr^fs upon, the minds of the 
people, that the maintenance of pur free .and happy confti* 
tution will enfare the continuance of thefe invaluable 
lUelEngs;** 



On ths iQtk (ftJmvoLrf 17939 ParUament again alTeinbled, 
Irhjen the Lord LietM^nant open'd the feffioo with the fol-^ 
lowing fpeechr 

** My Lords ^nJ Gentiemitii * 

*< I have his Mfijefiy^s commands td flieet you in pai^-^ 
pient, and to exprefs his fatisfaftion in . refortiAg 'to yovr 
councils in the prefeift fituation of afiairs. 

. , " His Majefty feels the utmoft concern that various at- 
tempts fliould have been made to excite a fpirit of difcontent 
and difturbance^ and ithat appearances (kould have manifeft- 
ed themfelves in any part of this kingdom, of a de&gn to e£- 
fedtby violence an alteration in the cdnllltution.- 

^' It is an additional ground of iineafinefs to his Majefly 
that views of conqueft and dominion Jthould have incited 
li*rance to interfere wi(h the government .of i)ther coim^ies^ 
ttid to adopt nieafttres jirith regard to his Maj^afty^s allie^^ tbe 
fitat«8 General, soitbcr conformable to the lav of juatioos 
iior the pofitive ftipnlatipns ojf exiAii^ (ti:f^ties, efp^ciaUy 
vrhen both his Majefty and the States GeajsraKhad .ob^er^ed 
the ftrifteft neutrality with regard to the affairs of France/ 

- X • ... i 

' • ■ f 

' '<r 'Under thefe circttotftances 2 Is^p cuc^e^ed^ by Jijs Ma- 
jc%?5 commands, an augmentaition^of t^iefocoes upoud .this 
icfebliOunent. 

** By the advice of the privy council, meafures have been 
'taken* 'to prevent the exportation of cai^'prpiuiipi^>>and 
mavaifiores^ arms ftnd ammunitio|i. The^iqva^ftances j^hich 
'^ren^ered thefelmoaiusesneceflary, yuUi Ijfu^ juftify^m^jT 
'temporary infringement of the laws, «m4 av^ ii^#£e «y;QU to 
givetthsm.a parliamentary fanfiion. : 

«it 
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^ it wib afibrd his Majefty the greateft ratisfsfttoh, if| % i 
tempenit^ and Arm ctfoduft, the blelfings of peace can bt 
coodnoed; bat he feek afiured of your zealous coucwnentit 
iii his dttdriiiinatidn to provide for the (tcurity and interefts 
of hb dominioDS, 9ind to fulfil t(io(e poiitii^e engfagements to^ 
vbkh he b ttftaOj boiihd by. the honour 0f bis crown and 
the general mtcreOs of the tmpire^ , , ,,.^ ^ , . : 

. , . • • .- 
«« Geniliimim rfibc Houje of Common/^ 

** i have ordered the national accounts to be laid before' 
you, and I have nd doubt of yoiir readinefs to grant Cudi 
fappHes for the public }ervice> as the lioiiour and fecurlty of 
hb Bfajefly's cro#n and governmentj and the exigencies of 
the times, may require^ 

*' J^if Lords and Gentlemehj 

• ^ Thfe kgn<Hiltiire, the manufaflWres, znd particularly tW 
lihen inadufiidnr^, the ProteAant charter ichoolsi and other 
t>ublic inftitutidriii, Which have fo repeatedly been the obfefb 
t>f yoiir care^ will, I dbubt not, engage your accuftomed ro^^ 
gard and UhdnSitfi 

'< I am to reconmieod to you, in his Majefty's name, td 
adopt fiich meafiire;; as may be moft advifeable for tht maiit« 

* tenance of internal- tran^iHity^ and for this purpofe to reij- 
der more efie6hial the law for eftabliOiiog a militia in this 
kingdom. ^ 

«• Hb Majeftyhas the tdl\t(k confidence thatt you wiUr oii^ 
all occafions, (hew your firm determination to enforce due, 
obedience to the hiws, and to mainuin the authority of 
government, io whidi you may depend upon his Majefty^s 
cordial co-operation and fuppQrc : and I have it in particuls^ 
command from hb majcfty to recommend it lo you to apply 
yourfelves to the confideration of fach mesdures as m^^y be 

moft 
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fi}«ft iike)7 to ftrengthen and cement a general anion of 
(entiment ainong all clailes and deicriptions qf |ii9 Idajeftj'f 
fubjefi^ in fupport of the eilabU()ied froqftit^tioa} wi^ t)iU 
I 9rieiir his Majefly trufts that the fituatiqn qf hi$ Majjefty's Cm? 
tholic fubjeib will tqgage yQur feriovs altention, and in the 
confideraticn of this fpbje^ he l^dlip^ 911 tl^e w^dqin aii4 
liberality of his parliament, 

« I am tn^ly fcufible of th^ fcgpated teftimony whif h J 
have received pf your approbation^ and I will endeaypur to 
ipefit a continuance of your good opinion, 6y ftrenuqufly 
f xerting the power with yfhkh I am eptruf^ed for the niain* 
tenance of our excellent conftitution in church and flate, as 
the beft fecurity for the liberty of the (ubjeA, and thep^f- 
perity of Irclan^,'? 

The bii&nefs of parliamentsiry-refofin aqd Catholic enuui- 
f ipation, ftill continued to engage the attentbn of pariia* 
fpent, apd on January th; 1 4tb| 1 793^ 

Mr. William Braba?on ^^opron^y a\rofc to Iblfcit the at- 
tention pf the Hopfe. I believe (faid he) that every gentle- 
man will agree with me, ths^t this country now ftands in 9^ 
fituation in which it never (lood before ; a fitnation cer- 
^inly. qf mu^h difficulty, ahdl copfisquentlj o^time danger. 
][ am. fure that no man can be more defirous than I ^un, to 
give every conftit^tipaal fupport to the frowii for the benefit 
and defence pit the cpuntry. I tq^Uj difapproyeof the 
wild and mifchievous doArines which havecf late found 
their way Into this country ; I diflike republican principles^ 
I deteft republics, becaufe, from all the knowledge I have 
been able toacquire of the ancient republics, and that which 
J. have of the exifiing republics of Europe, I am fatisfied they 

^C governments unfavourable to national liberty. 

Ihopc 
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I hope to fee a limited monarchy j*cf petuatcd in thk c<|Bai||e^ 
try, as the bcft and wifeft government poffibki^ I re%^. 
with great concern on the abufcs of the conftitutloo^ an^ 
that every argun^ent which has hitherto been ufcd, and cvc- 
f y efibrc which has been made to remedy thenx has been 
treated with contempt by the rainifters of the crp.wn^ I can- 
not help obferving that the adminiftration of ^is country 
and that of England, (oq which it depends,) has b^en fo 
blind to its own intereft^ as to (hew a total difregard to the 
murmurs and complaints of an injured nation ; their obftl- 
nate perfevei^ance in this fyftem* will, in the end^ induce, 
meafures in which they will be forced to acquiefce« 

Every effort having hitherto proved ineffeflual for the co^- 
region of thefe abufes, we muft now have recourf^ to fome- 
thing more radical and efie£hiaL I fhould be exceedingly 
forry indeed that any perfon ihould conceive, that I could^ 
for a thoment, harbour the idea of altering the conftitutiot^ 
of this country ; but in endeavotn*ix;tg to correct the abuTeSj I- 
am certain, I do not interfere with the principles of it, an4 
under that convi£tion, I fhall take an early opportunity oC 
fubmitting a propofal to the houfe, for a qaore equal repre- 
fentation of the people in parliament. 

Mr. Cdnoljy, rofe, to. declare the refolation to fopport 
the mcafure propofed by his right honourable friend. Iti 
I 'J Sly he obferved, a propofition of this kind came before. 
the houfe, but it came from a body of armed nwn fitting 
in the metropolis — Such a propoiition from ftrdH a body he 
would always think it righf to refift — bccaufc the power of 
reforming the parliament refided in the parliament itfelf : it. 
was oh that accJdunt he rejefted the propofal then. Since 
that period the public grievances had encreafed very con* 
fiderably — 6ther remedies to heal them had been^ip vai|i at* 
tempted ; — he would therefore recommend it to Government 
to turn their thoughts to that grand one — reform. Wken 

the 
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the houfe flkoald atchiey« that, as he bad no doubt but thqr 
weuld 409 they woald. have ^ttaii^e4 the falvsition of their 
country. The GathoKcs, he obferyed, require to b^ admit* 
ted into the cooftitutlQp ; if a reform were effeftedi it |roal4 
be for the public good they fhould 1^ a4ini^te4 r but while 
things continued in (heir prefent ftate, it would be onlj 
making bad vorfc. 

Mr. Grattan. Nci'rt', ncye» fincc thave fal: in parliame*!^ 
did I hear words that ga^ me more fatisfa£lion. I harve 
been near feyenteen years a member of parliaiJnent, antt 
never did I hear in this hoi|fe oratory miore convincing: or 
tranfporting. I fed myfdf young, and my mind ^oflfefledl 
with rapture little known to men of my^^mebf life, eisospt 
on (uch an ocqailpn a^ thls» I had myftlf intended to bavo 
brought forth the queftion of the reform of parlianneiit, but 
i did not wi(h to pre-occupy fuch a queftion ; for what right 
had I to earn popularity at the e^pence of otlier men I 
Thofe are the gentlenfien who oug^t to lead in this grisat 
<}ueftion ; — the m^n who make the facrifices, to tlLem be- 
long^ the laurel )— be it my humble office to follow ott thb 
fubjedj and to applaud, 

"And while along the ftream of tin>e their oame 
** Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame, 
«* %, fliall this little birk ." 

^his is not the firft time in which the right honourable 
gentleman has made facrifices to the country ; in 1769 that 
gentleman, and alt bis connexions, were deprived/ of all 
^heir emoluments, for fupporting the privileges of this houfe' 
agairift an altered tnoncy bill. In. 1789 they were alfo dtif- 
niiifed, for defending the privileges of the two hooftfs of 
parliaitiexit againft an uiiconftitutional and condemned 
viceroy ; and now they advance a third time to lurrender 
great p6wer, all their monopolieSi and to embark in thef 

vcffcl 
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or fell wkh the fortunes ef their country. — They place i^- 
- right ; their natural fituatioD in this ^Duntry is„fo coaiWcraK 
ble that whatever family faorifices they nvake to the public, 
weal, they muft always occupy a prime conditiaai^ftoDDi their, 
property, charader, integrity, and talents^ 

The qiicftlon of parliamentary reform is now faWy- 
brought forth ; it confifts, I think, of two parts, external^ 
and internal. Th# extcimal relates to the cr^atipn of t^ 
hpufc of Commons ; the internal ,^ to its. corrup^oi^, A radir 
cal reformation in both is indifpenfable -, firft, it is iniiCr 
penfable that th«. boufe. of Coqjmons. fliould Sq jhofen byL 
the peopk \ fecond* that %fter it is chpfen by the people, it 
Ih^uld not be. bought by the miniftcr. fti cither of thcfcL, 
cafes, and ftill more in both, the ppojtfc are noj reprefent-. 
cd. The houfe of Commons is not chof(?n by thpn^; the, 
houfe is governed by tbp mjnifter. The p^opte t^ave not- 
the blcfSngs of the conftitution -j-rthcy are npt r^cpcefentcdi, . 
-^they are deprived of that great and invaluabjie ble(&og>, 
fuppofed to be poflefled by the eleftorsi of this kingdom, the. 
bief&ng of being reprefented i and accordingly we find tlic. 
Houfe of Commons the organ of a w^U other than. tlu^toC 
the people — the will of ^he minlfler, the will of the viceroy, 
the wiU of the fecretary, but not the will of the people* 
This is an abufe fo evidei\ti and io fyfzlf th^t I i\eed not 
impr^s it more deeply upon you -, indeed you feem full^ 
fenCble of it ; and now, when the perfons interefted in the, 
above come forth to you to furr^nd^er that; intereft, ^^jo^cajj, 
defend f«ch ^ mifchief, or refufe fqch a Sacrifice ? — I n^n^ 
therefore, to move for a committee to inquire into the abuf* 
es that pbtain in the formation of the reprefentation ; but as, 
thofe abufes are not all I mean to extend the inquiry to, the 
abufes that obtain in the corruption of tjiat reprefentation, 
which are both contained in the words, ab^iesof the confti-r: 
tution ; it will not be fufficient, depend upon it, that thc^ 

ilonie. 
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Houlj( of Commons fhould be chofen by the people, it is 
abfciutely necef&ry that the houfc, after it is fo chofcn, by 
the people, fhould not be bought by theminifter, otherwlfe. 
the people would have on); the trouble to eledl men for tho 
minifter afterwards to purchafe \ and therefore it is» I wifh. 
%o imprefs. on^ gentlemen, the. necei^ty oi attending to thi$< 
part of the reform of parliament, its internal refprm, on. 
iQrhich the put^ity.ofit^ (;oiid|i£i depend^} In vain, may the. 
peppk fend meii tp parliament, fairly aod popularly elefied, 
if the, miqifter. biis a power of giving, thofe men. places and 
pepfiona ^tl^out number, and \^ithoutre(ponfibility ; or, 
a$. ba^ bpen. diidofed by one of. our minivers, a power o£ 
chi^gi^g tb^.natioa with half a million, or any other fum» 
bvQ.Wieyex gr^at^ to purchafe a majority in parliament}, there?. 
foi:e dq npt imagine .you have fecured.to the people an ade-r 
q^9te^ or any repsefentation, by giving them a fair and ade- 
q^^tp right of choice) if you leave to the minifter the un- 
i;Qntrplle4.s^nd indefipite. rightof bribery : a^place billy pen* 
i|pn billy r^fponfibilUy bilU ve therefare.a ngceflacy part of> 

* 

the great fyijtem v^hich you are proceeding .to form for. your 
country. The, whple muft be reformed by a radical meafure** 
The potion expeAs it, and you have taught the nation to. 
^Xpcft it. The meafure. muft fecure to the people of this 
country a reprefentation elefted by the people, and indepen? 
dent of the minifter *, nothUig lefs than that is worthy of the- 
occaiion, nor adequate. toJhe exigency or the expeftation, 
we muft have i^ thefe waUs> the real genuine choice of the 
people, upbought, unftipulated. The motioi\ therefore, 
wJiich I mean toiubmit, goes to. this i^art of the fubjefl, viz. 
to inquire into the abufes which have taken place ir\ thc:re^ 
gulatipn of the houfe of Commons, as well as its formation ^ 
it goes to the whole of the houfe of Commons ; excefs of 
influence and defeds of reprefentation. Gentlemen fay, 
this is no time for (Uch a n^^afure ; I anfwer the argument 
Q^thoH; gentlemen who fay not now, at leaft fome of them, 
have at all times oppofed parliamentary reform, and oppofed 
Vol. II. X it 
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it not on the timei but the principle j oppofed it» becatifb 
they had . an intereft in preferring a reprcfcntatioh by boer 
roughi to a repr^fentation by the people. But, Sir, if the 
queftlon wanted the aid of an argument ariiing from the 
time, I fay, the queftion has that argument in the prefenl mo^ 
ment. Is not a French republic fct up by convention abroad^ 
and alleged to be fct up by a few at home, in rival fltip to the 
Britiih conftitution } and U not this the moment to give iHz^t 
conftitution all its natural advantages, by purging it of all it; 
unnatural defo|-mit!off ? How can you coipbat the French 
doQrine io well, or eflFcftually, as by the reform of parlia- 
ment ? That is, by the conftitution of Ei^land, its fuby 
ftance and not its ihadow. Another ^rgnmvnt (he time 
luggefts is, the agitatiop of this queftion ^t prefeht with th^ 
people : it is now abroad. At a period lefs anxitos, the 
moving the queftion had been to agitate the p^ple ; but the 
pieoplf beine; now agitated, the moyin|[ the queftion is the 
pnly way to comppfe t^em. From tht beft informs^tion I cax^ 
colIeA, pothing will fatisfy the North but a Reform of parlia^ 
ment, nothing; will fatisfy the people but a reform of parKa* 
ment.' There is another argument in favour of agitating thc^ 
queftion. now, which exifted at no other time but the pre- 
fent, and that is, that there was no other time in which Vou 
had[ a chance of fucceedin^. It is in m}; mind always ai^ 
argument for bringing forward a queftion, that you have it 
in your poi«rer to focceed. This is the time ; arm the quefti- 
pn now and you prevail, and in that fuccefs you feciirc to, 
the country thofe blefliugs of liberty and conftitution, of- 
which flic has heard fo muchj, and naturally longs to, 
tafte. 

I move; yc^u, that a coipn;iittec be appointed* to inquire 
ivl^ethcr sjny, and ^hat abufts, have taken place in the con- 
^itution of this couhtry, or the adnjiiniftratipn of its govern- 
ment, and to report fuch temperate remedies, ^tniayi^ear 
moft likely to redrefs tl^efame. 

Mr- 



to 

liifrf yf, B. Ponfanliiy fecoBded tbe motion. 

Colonel Cpqyngl^s^m thought that when a meafure of thi^ 
l^ind i^as temperately IntfQduced, there could be no danger* 
\n the difipu^on of it* ^^ had entertained a defign of fay-^ 
|ng fomethingr pn this lubjeft himfclf, when the Catholic 
Queftion fliouid come before the houfe ; ^n d i| the gentle- 
mep whpnow introduced it, would continue to deafen da«ii 
mour as they did t;hat nighty he would pledge himfelf to 
fupport them. He did not think the pl^ent time was a time 
for bringing forward agatnft ;he government, every charged 
that could be f^ade againA them. The people, he was €er« 
tnkii did not feel the grievances that had been mentioned 
\a feveral inftances ; but on thiisi fubje^t he allowed that pub« ' 
^c e3^pe£tfttion was very high, 

Mr. X)ehls Browne agreed with the honourable baronei 
yfhb had Ipok^n laft, that there never was a time that reqiiir* 
$d more the hoiieft exertion <;^f every man than the prefent ; 
Qothing that a governm,ent could give to him, would be a 
compenfation for giving there a vote that might lead to an 
improper proceeding of parliament ; fjilt lefs would he be 
influenced by popularity 1 that was a feather that was often 

f ' 

undefcrv^dly got,s|.nd cafily loft. The firft reformer of 
Franee funk before the republican ; the republican before^ 
thofe whp introduced into that, country anarchy and mur«^ 
der. 

The right honouxiable gentleman on thefiodr, after har^. 
kig refcued the triade and conftitution of this country fronx 
the dominion of Great Britain, was himf^f unpc^ular. The 
man of the people muft hav^ no ari-efting prmciple; he n)pft: 
follow where their violence or caprice leads, or he.is loft» It 
ihould be his part to do his duty y it w.as the bu%e& of the 
people' to be pleaied with: his manner of doing it. The mor 
mejaitous ^ueftion before the hpufchad come forward very 

trnexpeftedly 5 
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tinezpededly ; be had never heard of jt tiU the moment U 
was moved hy the right hqnourat^s gdntleman ; he had not 
therefore fufficiently confidered it, to give tha( congdcfatq 
Qpiaiofi it demanded. He had not a doubt that the people 
Qf Ireland were npt; fully repr^ented in parliai^ept, but h^ 
bad great doubts of the expediency qf bringing fc^ws^rd the 
meaiure of parliaf|ienta|ry reform at this time ; there w^s a 
fever in the world, that made agitatiqqs of the public mind 
Ipghly dangerous, tkskt rif^ued the pertain advantages that 
rcfult from peace, lie thought the^e were times, when 
ineafi^es that might be probably good in themfelves, were 
dangerous and inexpedient, and that this was a time of that 
flefcriptiop. He agreed with the right honourable gentlemanj^- 
that there was tip abominable fanguine pjinciple in thisi 
country, that led its parliament fometimes to pride, to hu-^ 
mility, atid to timi^itjr^ ts( tio^ of danger. That fuch a 
principle, which he acknowledged, inight.make it expedien|( 
to ufe the moment of their timidity to prefs a meafure, that 
in their pride they n^ight fcoQ^at, But he had another ob<- 
je£tion, 'and a ftronig one, tp bring forward reform of par- 
liament at p^efent ; l^e bad heard in ^opniiught, in Munfter 
and Leiniler, the fituation of the Roman Catholics com- 
plained of as a grievance. This great body of the peopl^ 
had, however, confined themfelves to complaints of their 
pwn particular fituatlon; they had neither complaints to 
make of, nor encqmiums to lavifh on a conftitution^ of 
which they had no part : where then does this complaint 
. cpme from, that ftcps between garliamen^ and the rcdrefs 
of their Catholic grievances? i'roi|[> the town of Bclfaftj^ 
and he would ^all 09 thoijb gentlemen, whq faid they hac^ 
oppofcd a parliamentary reform, when, conning fyom an arch- 
ed convention in 1 782, to compare tfaro{e tinges and tho((| 
proceedings with the prefent. The armed, convention ii^ 
178 ', coniifted of the leaders of a popular army, fluibed 
with the praife of the people and the parliament. Ff o^ 
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^fie county he then reprefeoted, two gentlemen appeared as 
delegates^ that had as good fortunesi.^and were every way 
as highly circumftanced as either his colleague or himfelf. 
What is the proceeding, and who are the people of that town . 
that flow fend us iii this meaftire ? Military aflbciations, that 
join with their fchemes of reforming the conftitution of 
Ireland, an approbation of the proceedings, of France ; that 
declare they will keep the conftitotion bf King, Lords and 
Commons, provided they are not put tiliny trouble in fett« 
ling thofe bodies^ in the manner nloft pleailng to themfelves; 
if they are^ they will diimifs them all ; that call on every 
inaoi who cannot fJirvc their caiHei which they call the caiife 
of this country, with his perfon, to forward it with his mo- 
ney. For this purpofe, a military chefti as it is called, is 
cfiablilhed, for the declared purpofe of buying arms, armoury 
and aminunitioii. The Rev» Mr. Kilbum, in a very ani« 
«ihated debate of that tbwn, infotiils us that lords are a grtev. 
atice, and ought to be dirmifTed, becaiifH ^ifdom is not 
hereditary ; that king aiid lords ought to be difmiSed, be-^ 
caufe they were two to oiie agaiiift the people ; which pfd- 
ceedings Were moft violent, and ought to be mofi reprobated 
by parliament. Did the proceedings of France begin with 
declaratibns of fuch principlles I It is hot praife of the con- 
(litutiohi it is exertion alone, can fave this couiitry. There 
.was no familj^ in Ireland would lofe le(^ by reform of parlia-^ 
tiient than his ; they had no borough ; none would gain 
ihoire. They had great property, but a fuperior intereft ; 
that of public quiet made hiiii wUh for a poftpohemeht of 
that ineafure a^ pr^fent. 

Mr. Btiflie oppofed the idea of pofippning the Catholic 
^ueftidn, until after the reform ihouldbe decided upon. It 
flood much better ilpon its own ground : we had taken 
twelve months to bo^fider it ; we were ripe for decifion. 
The que^ftion of ref&rm w^ld reqiiire deliberation, and its 

fate 
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fifte was yet uncertain. He bojped the houfe would not agree 
to fufier the relief of the Catholics to hang on any uncertain 
event. Befides, the mover ok the queftion of reform had 
declared, that he faitended to make the new reprefentition 
a reprefentation of property. Why then delay the other^ if 
We were convinced, as he was, that Catholic property ought 
td be reprefented? -For whether we reform or do not reform^ 
in either event the Catholics ought to be admitted. The 
way to give them hk playi was to bring go this ^ueftioa 
dlreaiy. ' 

: Mr. Corry propofed an amendment, viz. that infiead of 
a committee to enquire into the abufes of theconftttuttoil 
and of die ndminiflration : a committee fliould be appointed 
to e»|ttire into the flate of the reprefimtation. 

# 
. Mr. George Ppafonby rofe to fay, that if he comprehend- 
ed the amendment propofed by the honourable ge;ntlemanf 
(Mr. Corry) its object was to feparate the parts of the refo- 
lution, as moved by. his right honourable friend, (Mr. 
Grattan) in order to keep back from inquiry the abufcs, 
which have been introduced into the pra£Vice of the confti- 
tution, by the adminiftration of this country. This object, 
if attained, might be ufefiil to government, but was totally 
incompatible with the objeA of the original motion, and 
therefore could not receive his aflent. 

9 

The propriety or necei&ty of making any alteration in the 
reprefentation of the people in parliament, could never be 
fairly ar<;;ertained, without a previous inquiry into the defire 
and portion of infiuence, which the crown was enabled to 
exert over the members of that houfe, in the preient ftate 
of reprefentation ; and therefore it was eflential to examine 
how far the mifcondu^ of adminiftration, in inducing the. 
houfe to refuie all meafur^s, that had been oS^tdbj the 
gentlemen on this fide of the houfe, which would operate to 

fccure 
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ieciire the inde(>endciice of parliament, as at prefent conftU 
tutedi had itfelf proved and prodaced the neceffity of refort- 
ing to fo hazardous an experiment as m alteration in the 
Ibte of reprefentation. A celebrated author had faid» that 
the government which was beft adminiftered^ was beft. He 
could not^ l)lm{c% agree witli that opinion, in its utmoft 
latitude^ but he was fure that a conflituiion which poiTefled 
£o much of good^ and to little of evil as oiirs, would never , 
have been thought a fit fubjeft for altetatipn by the people* 
if they had not been roufed and goaded to It^by the evil 
pi-aflices of fo corrupt an adminiftration. An honpurable 
»nd lealrned member'^ »on the dthet fide of the houi^, had 
ifaidy that his friends had flattered thenfelves very mucfas 
when they had thought tUkt the refufal of thofe meafures* 
which they had proposed in parliament, or th^ir fpeeches^ 
or their effortSi had all contributed to exafperate the minds 
of the people^ That the people were much difcontented, be 
admitted ; but^ he faidj that the pen of Mr. Paine, and the 
fword of General Dumourieri |iad been the real inftigatqrs 
of thofe difcontents. tie was fure the learned member did 
not mean to infinuate, that the gentlemen on his fide of the 
houfe approved of the writings of Mr. Paine, or the politics 
of the French ; and for his own part, he confidered Mr. 
Paine then, what he had always confidered him to be, the 
hired emiflary of France, employed for the purpofe of en- 
deavouriag to nialce confufion in thefe countries ) and as to 
the French themfelves, he coufidered them as th^ moft un« 
happy, and infatuated nation that had ever efcaped from 
defpotifm i and he was confident that if it was found neceiT- 
ary, for the advantage of thofe countries, to go to war with, 
France, that the gentlemen, on his fide of the Houfe^ 
would be found, at leafl, as cordial and confiant, in their 
fupport of the crown, in the profecution of the war, as the 
gentlemen on the other fide. But he entirely differed with 
the learned member, as to the caufes of the difcontenti* 

What 



5 19 CoHedaned Polittd^ 

What had happened in thelaft parliSiment, during ttieagitd^ 
tioh of the regencyt had made the influence of the exectltWe 
power over the members of the hoiife of Commons plain 
and evident to the dulleft peafanfs. At Uft they had feen 
the members of th% houfe of Commons of th&t day running 
from one fide of the HoUfe to the other, juft as they con- 
'ccived the executive government likely to be pfaced, dtod 
running, finally, to the fupport of that vtrj ai;lminiftradoii 
which they had nbt only dcfertedi but aftually teniiired by 
Sthcir vorfcs. Thpfe gf ntlcfticn ^who had abided by their 
principles, and who had obferved and lamented the fcanda* 
IdDs and injurious efFe£ls of the influence of the crown, at 
<hat period, had b^eti ever fince employed in endeavouring 
t6 reduce it by cohftitutiohal tileahs within toliftitutionat 
bounds ; the laws which they had propofcd were all fah6li- 
•oned by the example of Great Britain, whbfe legifiature had 
at different periods adopted them, in order to learn the in- 
dependence of the houfe of Commons, thefe bills, the places 
penfion, refponfibility, ice. &c; have been uniformly rejeifted 
by the pi^evaknce of the Ta'me Ihameful influence, ahd all 
hopbs cut oJBT of reducing the amount and quantum of that 
influence of the crown Over the members of this houfe. It 
^id nbt, and it could liot fait to ftriloe therin, that the mere 
objedl of fttppbrting a^d augmenting this vaft patroh^ge^ 
was to enable the Bk-iti(h miniflier to exert Ihe fame powers 
in this country by the means of this inflfienclc which he had 
pofleflTed in it. Before the revolution of 1782, fome recent 
events which have taken place, have alio contributed to the 
fame purpofe ; the people have feen an Engliih adminiftra- 
tibn hallooing, if I may ufe that vulgar expreffibn, the Ro^ 
snatl Catholics of this cotintry againfl: the Proteftants^ and 
the Irifh adminiflration hallooing the Proteftants againft the 
Catholics, all for the purpofe of deriding, weakening, and 
trampling upon both ; the Englifli minifter did not encou- 
rage the Catholics, from any love to them, but merely to 

deter, 
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tfctcr, if poffiblc, the Prdtcftant Irifbmen in this houfc from 
their oppofitionf to hi^ mtdfures ; this circumitancd ihould 
ihake the people of Ireland reflect deeply tipbn their fituati- 
bn, aiid fee clearly how impoffible it is for the cotintr^ to 
do hfelf ]uftice» whilft its inhabitants are divided srtfiongft 
themfelves. Some IrifhmdA, ^erhaps^ might think there 
was danger in gratifying the Catholits in their prefent de- 
mands. He thought there was none, and that it ihould be 
done firainkly and cordially. They afe Irifh, be faid^ and I 
ixd liitk i and wit'h the profperity or adverfity of this, our 
common country 9. will I rife or fall. I am fincerely attached 
to the connexion of the two countries, and I love the people 
of England as much as any man, but I will never agree to 
facrifite the rights or t^e interefts of this my native country 
to the fchemes of an £ngli(h mini({er. The honourable 
member who moved the amendment, natufally wifh^s ta 
withdraw the attention of the people from the conduA of his 
own fjriends ; but for my part, I freely confefs, tliat although 
I have not any perfonal obJeOion to any of the gentlemen 
on ebe other fide of the hbufe, yet I wifli to rWet (he eyes 
of the people upon thofe Iriflimen who have enabladan 
Engliihman to commit thofe abufes which drive us to fa 
awfvil a meafureas an alteration in the reprefentation of the 
people* 

Mr. Grattan. Sir, a£[y member has a right to Separate 
the queftions, I agree to feparate them ; my iShotioh was to 
the ^bufes in the reprefentation of the people, to the influ- 
exice of the crown in parliament : and alfo, to corruption! 
whkh has taken place in the adminiftration of its govern- 
ment ; — all muft be reform: but if the houfe wifh to con- 
fine themfelves to a part of my motion for the prefent, that 
is» the ftafe of the reprefentation : I will rejoice that they 
pledge themfelves fo far, and fhall not hefitateto adopt the 
amendmtnt, and thank the member who fuggefted it. 

Thi» 
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Th!> attendment was finally agreed to, the committee 
beiff made a committee of the whole bode. 

# 

On Thttrfdajrj January 31, 1793.— The order of the 
day, for talking into confideration the Lord lieutenant 
and Priry Council's proclamation of the eighth of December 
laft, for difperfing all unlawful ai!embliesj and for prevent- 
ing feditioUs aGJbciations^ being read, and the proclamation 
being read by the clerk at the table» 

Lord Headfort, after paying a'compliihent to the conduft 
of Adminiftration, as' to the meafures which they had pur<» 
fued, hi refpe£t to the proclamation juft now read, and 
which, he hoped, would meet with the fanAion of parlia.> 
snent ; adverted to the circumftance of a corps of volunteers, 
having attempted lail Sunday to array and parade in aniis^ 
but which was prevented by the interpofition of government, 
who fent a magiftrate to difiiiade them from it, and to warn 
them of the predicament they would bring themfelves into^ 
moved the following refolution t 

<< Refolved, That an addrefs of thanks be prefefited, 
from this houfe, to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for 
communicating to this houfe the proclamation whichhitf 
excellency had ifTued, and for the vigilance and attention 
which his e:^cellency had manifefted, to preferve the public 
tranquillity; and that we applaud the wifdom of his Excel**" 
lency, in feparating thofe wEo fo laudably ailbciated for the 
purpofes of defending this country from foreign invafion, as 
well as to preferve domeftic tranquillity, from thofe whofe 
declared objeAs are tumult, disaSeftion and fedition ; and to 
afiiire his Excellency, that we will concur in fuch meafiifcs 
as will carry the faid proclamation into efie^l:.'' 

' ^t, Preudergaft Smyth feconded the motion. 

Mr. 



Mr; George Poofonby approlred of the addntfs $ at the 
fame time he wifhed that a line of diftittftion diovdd he 
made between the old rolunteer corps and any modern 
corps, who might lytke uie of any difaffeded emUeitis* 
Thefe he deprecated in the ftrongeft terms^ and to the ut- 
moft of h'ls power he fliduU oppofe them. He wlihed that 
the drcumftance of a magiftrate going, h& Saodajr, to the 
parade of the Goldfmiths corps, had not been adverted tc^» 
for from every information he had reoeaved^ tbtt was a corps, 
which never merited any reprehenfion» 

Mr. Secretary Hobart read a fiunmons from the Gold^ 
fmiths corps $ alfo the addrefs from the Society of United 
triAmen to the Volunteers of Ireland i lik^wife the refolu» 
tions entered* intOy at a meeting of delegates from feveral 
of the Dublin volunteer corps. He &id, that from tbofc 
reibfaitions thoie corps come within the defcription and 
meaning of the proclamation ; as to the circumflaace of laft 
Sunday, information had been received that the Goldfmith'^ 
corps intended to parade and appear in arms. Direfitiona 
were given to a magiftrate to caution them againft it, but, he 
faid, there was no intention to call out the military in aid of 
the magiftrate, except in cafe of its becoming neceftary. He 
accfountcd why* this proclamation had not been laid earlier 
before parliament ; and, he faid, it was a matter of great 
fatisfaftion to him to find, that the conduA of Admini(bati« 
on, in this bufinefs, had met with the approbation of gentle- 
men on the other fide of the houfe. 

Mr. Ponfenby faid, what had fallen from the right honour- 
able gentleman who fpoke laft, made it ncceffary for him to 
fay a few words ; he begged he might by no means be undcr- 
f^ood as giving any degree of approbation td a phn for diT* 
perfing the volunteers. ^ He thought that no meeting fhould 
or could legally be confidered as feditious or tumuhtiou^r 
where no aA of illegality was committed or likely to be com- 

ndtted^ 
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Aiitted ; ias to the addrefs he heartilf approved of it, as this 
proclamation went only to fupprefs aflbciations^ entertaining 
ieditiout views ; fo &r as any gentledian (hall prove thatany 
old volunteer corps entertains iiitiilar view9, fo hr he would 
be againft theoii but nd farther. He would not, therefore; 
be drawn in, by approving this addrefs, to cenfure the old 
and labdabte voliinteer corpse on charges of gdilt merely 
implicatory ; until they (hould have done fomething illegal^ 
or made it probable that they were about to do it, he would 
by no means agreie in any kind of cenfure on them; 

^ir. Grattan fpoke as follows. — I approve of the prbclaniai 
^ttlon, as much as I condemn the ufe which the minifter now 
:lttempts to make of it* The proclamation arraigned a cer« 
tiaiti bbdy bf hieh, whom it defcribes to be anaflbciation iif« 
fumidg deVifes and emblems bf difaffe£Hon; The minifief 
applies th^t t6 the irolunteers of the city ahd the county \ 
tinder that colour propofes to difperfe them \ and in order 
Co juftify that prbjeA, he produces a formal charge ; that 
<!harge b confined to twd heads ; firft, a fummons purport^ 
ihg to be that of the corps of Gbldfoliths, reciting that the 
delegate of the corps were to aflemble, to celebrate the re- 
treat of the Duke of Brunfwick, and the French viAory in 
^e low countries^ and inciting the Gddfmith's corps to at^ 
tend. I do not afk how far it was perfedUy difcreet to cele* 
brate fuch an event, particularly if we confidef the con(e« 
quences to which fuch an event might poffibly lead ; but I 
aik, was it a ground for difmiffing the volunteers ? Do mi^ 
nifters mean to fay, that they will difperfe all the voliinteers 
of Ireland, wha celebrate the French victories in Brabant. 
I aflc, alfo, of any man who can read, whether fuch a cel^ 
bration brings thefe obnoxious corps within the defcriptioit 
of the proclamation ? Whether fuch a celebration was a& 
firming the emblems or devtfes of difTaffeflion? And it i^ th# 
motp obvious that fuch an event was not judged by the 

toiincil 



cooncil who figned the proclamation » a good reafon fbr m- 
eluding the corps of the city, becaufe after that event had 
takm place, it expceftly excepted them ; it has faved thq 
laudable aflbciatiqas, ^nder the defi^ription of the old yqU 
linteer$9 and has confined the proclamation to the national 
guards Thq ftyk of the fummons has given offisnce ; if 
mini(^ers do not;^ approve of U; it hegins, citizen;^ f9ldiers i 
they are Fxench terms, or ratheir terms of Erench fbppcry» 
below our imitation. The dale has, alfo.^ given offence i 
the laft yeai;, or the laft ^moment of ilavery I Here ag;i}n if 
ther French ftyle or frippery introduced ; but is that or tbo 
other expreffion, or both, fufficient ground for the ininiftei: 
to diip&fe the corps, or is it inch an. offence as cameii wMh^ 
in the defcription of the proclamation I No man who reads » 
^an fay it is* The minifier, himfelf, aware that his firfk 
charge was infuffi^cient, has prbdjuced another. He has r^ead 
^ long addreft from a facie^y C9lled the United Iriibinien^ 
inviting the people of Ireland to aflemble in a nation^ con* 
vention, and containing an abundance of oither niatter } 9nd 
he then produces a fucceffion of refolutions SriOsk (omt, oi 
the corps of Dublin, one of which refolutions returns thanks 
to the fociety of United trtihmen. Without giving any 
kind of appirobation of the matter of that addreis, Imuft fay^ 
that I think a minifler would be highly indifcreet and pre« 
iumptuous . who ihould fay, that the volunteers hadi)y thofe 
thanks, brought themf^lves within the defcription of the 
proclansation, or that they were guilty of affuming emblems 
and devices ol difaffeAion $ as little ihould I think him 
juftified in difperfing merely on ' a^ccount of thofe thanks. 
If fo, yqu give the minifter a right to diipeife every volun- 
teer corps in the city and county, if he do not approve^ of 
^theit politics now : tHougli in the many refolutions which 
joung men may adopt, fome will be, and many were ex- 
ceptionable, yet I would not wifli to eftablilh over them in 
the minifter an authority to take away their arms, if he di& 

approves 
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approves o£ thdr politics. I know the evil ufc that he wJj^ 
make of that poirer^ and t^ dangetoui confequeQces. an^ 
eonfufion ti^ which it leads. Permit me to afk this right 
honourable gentleman, who has arraigned theold volnnteer. 
f (Mrps, is it bis intention to multipljr Tolimteers i If fo> I 
llpprehend he is adopting the means ; if the dt)f. and conntj'. 
corps are not intiepidated, but encreafe by the attempts of 
the Goyermnents to difperfe th^m. If they ftand to their 
Urms and are fupported by their brethren, what becomes o^ 
bis fHTOjeft i But if, on the other band> they (hpuld difperfe, 
in the capitsd, does he imi^gine the volunteers wiU be det^« 
red in the North ? He ought to prove that ; the way to re^. 
crutt for volunteers in the North, was to attack them in the 
city. They will cpjpfider his attack as an afiront, and think 
that the caufe of a part, is the caiif^ oC the ^hole^ ' The 
minlfter is, the^fpre, doing the very thing whu:h he wiflie$. 
to pr^^vent ; he is provoking a gpenqral armament ^ he b do« 
ing more, -he is detaching ^t armament from^ parliaments 
In his charge againft the volunteers he ha?, mentioned, a nati-. 
mial convention. I hope tl^is houfe will, by reforming the 
parUameoty prevent fuch an afleoibly, the coniequences of 
which may be very unfortunate ; but if the minifter wiflies. 
to giv^ luch an a^mbly an army at his back, he is t^ing 
the method, by committiag this houfe as well as himfelf^ 
wftli th^ voiunfecrs, and attempting to detach them froO; 
the efiabjifhed ccmiikitntion. The obje^ of the right honpur- 
wbit mover, in 1779, of refolutions 6i thanks to the voIun« 
teers, was to attach them to the hoiif<? of Coii^imoas. I 
think the objed was a right one } . that of the minifter now. 
is to detach them from the houfe. I think his bbjcA i^ an 
evil one, and the manner in which the minifter proceeds, 
convi£U him of imprudence^. He do^ 1^^ in this pi^pelaii 
matbn venture to arraign the old corps ) he does not in Ihe 
addrelk approving of the proclamadon, attempt to arraign 
thetn ; on the contra^ry^ they are the objeAs gf comotenda*- 

tio« 



Collettanea Folitita^ 32« 

tton in both^ but when he comes to fpeak| he dejpart^ from 
the addrefs and proclapiation, and propofes fuch an inters 
pretation of both, or goes againifl the fpirit and letter bf 
^Itheri and fuch as would enable him to difperfe the old 
corps, under the Teeming approbation of this houfe. Tt^u$ 
does he endcavpur to lead this houib much fa^hec thai^ 
it intends, making the houfe at once praile the old corps, 
and then putting fuch a comment on that praife, as amoonts 
to a propofal tq diiperfe them for difaSe^ion. I, tji^tfore^ 
flefire, in giving my approbation to the iuroclamati^n» to be 
diftinAIy underftood. I approve of it, becaufe it did pro-* 
pofc to dilperfe the national gv^ard^ and becaufe it did no.( 
propofe tp difperfe the volunteers. 

Mr, Stewart (of Killfmoon] faid, he knew no words iq 
the Englilb language^ that more ftrongly ei^prefled approba- 
tion, than thofe by which tl^e volunteers were defcribed in 
the proclamation and the addrefs. If any fet of men take up 
principles different from the original volunteers, the name 
of volunteers could not belong to them, |n agreeing' to the 
addrefs, he would not be underftood^ as difapproving in any 
manner of the old corps throughout th^ kingdom^ nor of 
thofe of the county and city of Dublin ; he thought the . 
Goldfmiths were particularly entitled topraife, fordiflperfing 
s^t the inftance of the magiftrate^ 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald now rofe, and in a very vehe« 
xpent tone declared — I give my moft hearty difapprobation 
to that addrefs, for I do think that the Lord Lieutenant and 
the majority of this houfe are the worft fubjefts the King 
has," 

-* A loud ciy of <* to the bar," and *' take down his words,*** 

immediately echoed from every part of the houfe. The 

houfe was cleared in an inftant, and ftrangers were not re^ 

admitted for nearly three hours. , 

lie 
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He was adn^itted to explain li^iclff a^d on his ezpl^i 
ing, the lioufe 

w Refolved. nem eoji. 
ff That an ezcufe offered by the Right Ho^. Edward 
Fitzgerald, commonly called Lord Edward Fitzgerald^ 
fbt the faid words fo fpoken^ ii^ unfatisfadlor^ and in<« 
lufficicnt/* 

Ordered, that Lord Edward Fitzgerald do attend at th^ 
bar to-morrow. 

Tl)^. ad^refs was agreed to unsf nimouflj» 
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ffiition of the Roma^ Catholics to hii Majifiy^ — ForjHMti^ 
^J political focletUj.-^Addrefs from the friends of the Conjli' 
iution to the people of Ireland.^Proceedings of the fociety of 
Free'fnafons.rr'^ddrefi to the Catholics from the\r fubcom-- 
mittee.^^Motion for leave to bring in a bill for the further 
relief of the Romam Catholics. — Speech of Sir H, Langri/k 
onfoconding the motion, -^Speech ofDr^ Duignan in eppojl^ 
tion to the bill. 



w 



E ihall now turn for a fhort time from parltamentaly 
debates^ to view the proceedings of the nation at large. 

The Roman Catholics wer^ now anxious b^ every effort, 
to (econdthe endeavours of their, friends in parliament on 
their behalf—- they prepared a memorial to his Majefty, and 
five gentlemen were appointed to prefent the iamej viz. Mr. 
JijrnCf Mr. Keogh^ Mr. Dafcant^ Mr. Qellew^ and Sir 
Thongtas French : itwas accordingly prefented to the King, 
who was pleaied to receive the fame very gracioufly, — ^The 
petition was as follows. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The hutnhh petition of the undirfigned Catholics^ on behalf of 
ihetnftlv€S and the rejlofihe Catholic fubjeifs (fihe kingdom 
of Ir aland. ^ 
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Mofi gracious Sovereign, 

Wc, your Majcfty's moft dutiful and loysil fubicfts of 
your kiogdom of Ireland, profeffing the Catholic rcligio% 
prefiunp to approach youMajefty, who are the common fa- 
ther of all your people, and humbly to fubpit to your con- 
fideration the i^ianifold incapacities and opprefiive difqualifi** 
cations oadcr wbich w$ labpyr. 

J!or, mj^y it plcafc yopr Majjcfty , after a century of un- 
Interrupted loyalty, in which time five foreign wars, and 

• two domefiiq rebellions have occurred, after having taken 
evety oath of allegiance and fidelity to your Majefty, and 
given, and being ftill re^^dy to give, every pledge which can 

be devifed for their peaceable demeanour and unconditional 

• ■ . *■_ . . i, _« 

fubmifiionto the laws, the C atholics of Ireland ftand obr 
noxious to a long cs^talogu e of ftatutes, infliAing on dutiful 
;(nd meritorious fubjefls pains and penalties of an extent aud 
fe verity which fcarce any degree of delinquency can y^dxrznt, 
and prolonged to a period when no neceility can be altedged 
to juftify their continuance. 

' In the firft place, we b^ig kave with all humility to re- 
prefent to your Majefty, that notwithftanding the loweft 
departments in your Majefty';^ fleets and arrpies^ are largely 
fupplied by our numbers, and your revenije in this country 
to a great degree iupported by our contributions, we are 
difabled from ferving your Majefty in any oSact of truft and 
emolument whatfpcver, civU or military j a prof^riptioa 
which difregards capacity or meritj admits of neither quali* 

• fication nor degree, and reds 7^ an uniycrfal ftignaa of diC- 
truft upon the whole body of your Catholic fubje^. We arc 
interdifted from all municipal ftations, and the fr^nchife of 
all guilds and corporations ; and our cxclufion from tlie 

•benefits annexed to thofe fituations, is not an eviltcrminat* 
ing in itfelf; for,, by giving an advantage oyer ¥S to thole 
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iq whom they arc cxclufivcly vcfted, they cflablifli through- 
out the kingdom a fpegies of qualified monopoly, uniformly 
operating in our disfavour, contrary tq th? fpirit^i ^nd ti^hly 
detrimental to the freedom, of trade. 

We may not found nor endow any un}yerflty, college, or 
fchopl, fo^ the educatip,n of our children ; and we are inter- 
difted from pbtaining degrees in the Uniyerfity Qf Dubfin, 
ty the fevcraj chatrtei-s. ?^d fl;atut^s now In force thereral ' 

Wc are totally prohibited from Keepingf or ufiog weapons 
for the defence of our houfes, familiesj^ or perfons, whereby 
we are ea^pofcd to, the violence of burglary, robbery, and 
afiaffipation | aad to enforce this prohibition^ contravening 
^hat great original law of nature, which enjoins us to fclf. 
defipnce^ a variety of flatuses exift, not lel^ grievous and op- 
prcilivc in their provifions, th,an UPJuft i^ their .objeft; by 
one of which, cna£l;ed fo lately as within thefc i6 .years^ 
every of y^ur Majefly's Cajtholic fubjcfts, of whatever rank 
pr degree, peer or peafant, is compellible by any magiftrate 
to come forward and coovift himfelf of what may be thought 
a fingular offence ia a counitry profef&ng to be free— ^keep* 
ing arnis for his defence ; or, if he fhall refofe fo to doy 
may incur not only fine and imprifonment, but the vile and 
ignominious puniihmenU of the pillory and whipping sr— 
p^alties appropriated to th^ moft infamous ' malefa^ors, 
and more terrible to a liberil mind than death itfelf. No 
Catholic n^.hatfbcver, a& we apprehend, has his perfonal 
property fecure. — The law allows and encourages the dif- 
ob^dientai^ unnatural child to conform and deprive him of 
it : the unhappy father does not, even by the furrender of 
bis aH, purchafejiis repofe \ he may be attacked by a new 
bill| if his future induilry be fuccefsfulj and again be plua* 
dered by due procefs of law. 

We 
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We are Cjlduded, or may be excluded from all Petif 
JutieSf in civil a^ons, where one of the parties is a Pro- 
teftant) and we are further excluded from all Petit Jurief 
in trials by information or indi^ment founded on any o| 

» 

the Popery laws ; by which law we moft humbly fubmit tj 
jfourMajefty. th^t your loyal fubjefts^ the Catholics of Ire-, 
^ndi ar^ in thi$ their iiatiye land^ in a worfe iituatioa than 
that oif AlienSy for they may demand an equitable privilege 
demed to us, of having half their Jury Alieiu like theoi- 
felves. 

* ■ ■ 
* ■ 

We may npt (isrve'^oa Qrand Juries, unlefs, which it Is 
faurcely^ poffible can ever happen, there (hould not bq 
found k fufficiency of Proteftants to complete the pannel ; 
f ontriuy to that humane and equitable principle 6t the taw, 
which fays that no man (hould be conviftea of ady capital 
ofibnc^. unlefs by the concurring verdifts of two juries of 
his neighbours and equals ; whereby, and to this we numibfy 
prdutne more particularly to implore your Royal attention, 
we are deprived of the great Palladium of the conftitution,. 
Trial by our Peers, independent of the manifeft injuftice ot 
our property being (axed in afleiTme&ts by a body, froo) 
wbidi we are formally excluded, ' •..•-' 

We avoid a fui;ther enumeration of inferbr grievance^i 
but may it pleafe your Majefty, there remains one incapad- 
ty, which your loyal fubje^s, the Catholics of Ireland, feel 
with moft poignant anguifli of mind, as being the badge df 
unmerited difgrace and ignon^iny, and the caufe and bitter 
aggravation of all other calamities'; we are defnrived of the 
elcftivc franchife^ to the manifeft pervcrfidn'of the fpirit of 
the conftitution, in as much as your faithful fiibje£b are 
thereby taxed where they are not represented, a^Elualfy hit 
virtually, and bound by laws, in the framiiig ofrwIiicH they 
j^ave no power to give or withhold their ancnt ; and we;' 
moft humbly implore your Majefty to believi;, that thb our 






jirjine and heavy grievance is not an eVil merely fpeculative, 
but is attended with great diftrefs to allranks» and in manf 
fnftances. with the total ruin and deftruftion of Ihe lowexf 
erders of your Majefty's faithful and loyal fubjefts the Caw 
thollc^ of Ireland i for may it pleafe yoiir Majefty^ not to 
mention the infinite variety of advantages in point of prottcr. 
tionand otherwife* which the enjoyment of the eIe£Uv< 
fraqchife gives to thofe who poflelt lt» nor the confequenC 
ihcohveniencies to which thiVc whdi are deprived thereof 
»e liable^ not to mention the dilgrace to thrte*fourtlis of 
your loyal r9bje£l8 of Ireland^ living the only body of liieo 
incapable of franchifej in a nation pofleffing a firee conftiin*^ 
tion^ it continually happens^ and of neceifity from the mau, 
ligdant nature of the law muft happen^ that multitudes of 
the Catholic tenantry, in divers counties ia this kingdom are^ 
It the expiratioh of their leafes, expelled^oni tlieir tene^ 
jnents and farms to make roomi for Proteftaitt freehoidecs; 
whoj by their ydteS| may contribute to the weight and inip 
bortaace of their landlords -—A circumftance which rendert 
;the recurrence of a general ele£lion| that period which is the 
boaft and laudable triumph of our proteftant brethren— a vi« 
^Station and heavy tuxCc to us^ your Majefty^s dutiful and loy*^ 
tl fubi^As. Aiid may it pleafe your Majeftyi this uncertain* 
ty of pofieiBng to vbur Mtjefty's Catholic fubjefts operates 
is a |>erpetiiaKreftraint and difctotiragenieht on induftry and 
the ffirii of CukiVsitibny whereby it happens, that this f0wt 
Majefty's kingdoni bf Ireland^ pofleffing many and great na- 
tural Advantages of fqil and dimatci fo as to be exceeded 
thGreiii b;f teMiTf if any countries on the earthj is yet preven* 
ted fir&m avallinj; h^felf thereof fo fully as (he otherwift 
snight^ to the ftirtheraUice of yoWMajefty's honour^ ahdtht 
Itidre effi^al fdppott df yotir fervlce: 

Add mfliy it pleaiej^oiir Majeftyi the evil does riot even reft 

here i— for inany of your B^jefty's Catholic fubjeOs^ to pre« 

fenre tbdr fiuniiica froin total defiru£tiob> fubmit to a no- 

- minal 
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mma^conformity againft their corivi<JHon and thcir confci- 
ence ; and^ preferring perjury to famirrey take daths which 
they utterly disbelieve — a circumflance which» we doubt not| 
viU ftiock your Majefty*3 well known and exemplary piety, 
not lefs than the mifery which drives thofe unhappy wretches 
to fo defperate a meafure, muft diftrefs and wound your 
Royal clemency and commiferation. 

And, may it fleift fhnt Majefty, though we might here 



reft our cafe, on itis bt^rn merit, juftke, and expediency, yet 
we further prefiimc, htimbly to fubmit to your Majefty, that 
tlie right of frahchife Was, withdhrers other rights, enjoyed 
by the Catholics of this kingdom, from the firft adoption of 
the Englifli Conftitution by our forefathers, wis feeur^d to 
it leaft a great part of Oiirbody by the treaty of Limerick, itt 
1 69 1, guaranteed to- your Ma jetty's Royal iPredeceirorSf 
King William and Queen Mary, and finally confirmed and 
mtified by Parliament ; Aotwithftanding which, and in di- 
re^ breach of the public faith of the nation thiis iolemnly 
pledged, for which our aticeftors paid a valuable confiderati<« 
on, in a, furrender of their tirms, and a great part of this 
kingdom, and notwithftanding the moft icnipulous adhe- 
rence, on our part, to thfe terms of the faki treaty, and oar 
tmremitting loyalty from that day to the prcferit, the faid 
right of eleftive franchife was.finally and uriiverfally taken a- 
tvay from the Catholics of Ireland, fo lately as tbefirft year of 
his Majefty King George the Second. 

And when we thus prefume to fubmit this infraction of 

the treaty of Limerick to* your Majefty's Roysll notice, it is 

not that we ourfelves conftder rt to be the ftrong part of 

our cafe} for though our rights were recognized, they 

were by no means created by that treaty ; and wc do 

with all humility conceive, that if no fuch event as the iatd 

treaty had ever taken place, your Majefty*s Catholic fubjeCts, 

from their unvarying loyalty, and dutiful fubmiffion U> the 

lawsj 
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laws^ and from the great fuppdrt afforded by them to your 
Majcfty's Government in this couiitry, as well as in their 
perfonal fervice ih yotif Majefty's fleets and armies, as from 
ihe taxes and reventies levied on their property, are hiUj 
competent, and jiiftly entitled to participate and enjoy the 
bleffingis of the CbnftitUtion of their country. 

And now that we have, with all htiiiiility, fubmitted our 
jgrieirances to your Majefiy, permit us, moft gracious Soy&b 
teign^ again td reprefentbur iincere attachment tdtheConfti- 
kution, as eftabliflbed in the three eftates 6i King, Lords^ and 
Common^, ouruninterrUptedloyalty, peaceabledemeanor, and 
fubmiffion to this lawi for one hundred year§, and our deter^ 
minatioil to pei^feyere in the fame dutiful condudt, which has 
under yoiir Majefty's happy ^ufpices, procured us thofe re« 
taxations of the penal ftatutes, which the wifdom of the; Le** 
gijiature has from time to time thought proper to graht.--* 
We hum];»ly prefume to hopa^ that yoilr Majefty, in your 
paternal goodnefs atid affeflioti towards a numerous and 
opprefied body of yotir loyal fubje£b^ may be gracioufly 
pleaf ed to recommend to your parliament of Ireland to take 
into confideration the whtde of our fitiiation, our numbers^ 
our merits, and our fufierings, and as we do not give place 
to any of your Majefty^s fubje£ts in loyalty and attachment 
to your Majefty't iacred perfon, we cannot fupprefs onr 
Wifhes of being reftored to^ the rights and privileges of the 
Conftitution of our country, and thereby becoming more 
worthy, as well as more capable, of rendering your Majefty 
that fervice which it is not lefs our duty than our inclination 
to afford. 

So may your Majefty trscnfmit to yonr lateft pofterlty a 
crown fecured by public advantage and- public affeAion,' — 
and fo may your Royal Perfon become more dear, if poffi- 
ble, to your grateful people. 

The 





(The above petition was figned by Delegates firoili ihi 
different coooliesj citieSj and principal towns of tre-^ 
land, on behalf of themrelves and the Catholics of 
Ireland,) 

« 

At this intcref^ing period^ mihj political ibcieties were 
formed throughout the Slingdom — amongft which we fhall 
here notice one, called an << afibciation of the Friends of the 
Canftiiuthrip liberty and peac^\ ^Trom this body different ad* 
drefses were publifhed-^the following will fujOiciemly £bew 
the prmciples on which they a£ted« 

ASSOCIATION OF THE FRIENDS 

of THE 

CONSTITUTION, LIBERTY and PEACE. 

- At a meeting of the above fociety, at the king's armsta* 
•ternj in Fownes's-ftreet, on Wedncidayi i6thjan. 17931 

His GRACE the DUKE of LEINSTER, in the chak, 

^ The following ADDRESS to the PEOPLE OF JIRE* 

LAND^ was unanimoufly agreed upon \ ^ 

In the prefent eventful and aufpicious criiis of affairs, we 
feel a feniible {deafure in offering our congratulations to •ur 
countrymen. 

In our firft addrcfs we declared it to be one of the peculiar 
•xcellenciei of our Conftitution, << that its abufes might be 
«« corrcfted without violating its cffencc, or even flighting 
«* its forms.*' — The events now pafling before our eyes, verify 
that tribute of applaufe which we paid to the inherent virtue 
of our Conflitut ion 

The claims of three-fourths of the fubjefis of this counti^j 
fnpportedby the wiihes of the whole^ hitve reached the 

throne* 



throne. The monarch has announced himfelf the father or 
his peoplci by recognizing thofe daimsi and be has antici- 
pated your demand of a ftsFORMy by recoihmending to^ 
parliament the adoption o/fuch m^afures as might unite al^ 
his fubjeAsy in ao'attachmenf td the Conftitution of their 
country. 

Under the influence of this benignant fuggefttoni evexi 
the body which is the objeft of reform has become the orgad 
ofits own reformation— without fedition, without riolehcej 
without difturbing public order^ or convulfing public opinion 
— the fa£tion which affeAed to govern us has been fubdued 
--*»and rational and peaceful freedom is placed within our 
grafp. The wife and gracious interpofition dF our Sovereign 
has added a further fanAion to the loyalty of Irifhm«a ; it 
has forbidden the conftitutional medium of political benefits 
to remaia any longer doled againft the people. The corrupt 
mift whicX obtruded itfelf between us and our Sovereign is 
now dyj^cUed — The uhcohflitutional influence which de- 
bauched the parliament from its conftituents, is now for a 
monent doripant. We call on the Irifh people to feize this 
fortunate crills of unreftrained communication, and to flate 
in the free language of freemen^ the nature and extent ot 
their demands. 

The intervention of the people to legiflate, or by their 
dwn mere aft to ^ake, or to reform a conflitution i$» 
we admit, the death of eftablifhment, and we have already 
warned you againft the miferies of anarchy. But the inter- 
pofltion of the people to declare their wiihes to the legtflature^ 
is at all times their conftitutional right, and when the queftir 
to vibrates to the frame of the Conftitution itfelf, it becomes 
not only their right, but their exclufive interefl, and their 
bounden duty. The proudeft psurliament muft be pleafed to 
leamthe fentiments of the nation on any meafure fincerdy 
adopted to gratify tjit nation ; and if it were poi&ble to con* 
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teive yoQ kidiflTerent to the ftlcc(iis of fuch a mieartire a$ is 



now depending, the repirbach of thbfe who have faid yoii 
nth too corrupt to be free, might be confidered is no calum- 
hy ; and it would jperhaj^s be tb^ duty of a patriotic citizen; 
to diminifli (he operation of your vices, by cifcumfcribing 
the fphere of youf privileges. We tannot entertain Co de« 
grading i fentiment refpefting our fellow-citizens | their 
temperate ahd firm exertions co-operating with the virtue^ 
wifdom, and talents of their patriotic leaders, gave them si 
conftitution. They have a right equally ftrong, and are 
called upon by a duty equally cogent^ to prOte£tand to refoirni 
that conftitution. For the purpofe therefore of eiiipowering 
and ftimulating the parliament^ of inftriiQing and admonifli* 
ing the Irifh goverininent, aOd of manifeftkig to Our Sov^* 
reign the loyalty and gratitude of his fubjefls^ 

ttTe earneftly reconimend it to yoiii to aifemBle lii ydur 
refpeflive countries^ to declare your fenfe of the necejftty ai 
an immediate^ radical^ andeffeBual ref$rm in the reprefentati- 
on of-^the peopk-^to lay before the throne your ghititude foir 
his Majefty*s gracious iiiterpofition on behalf of hi^ Cayiolic 
fubjeAsi to ftate your acknowledgments for what has been 
done in parliament^ and your anxious wifli that it may pro- 
ceed, without intermijjion^ in accomplifhing the great work 
it has undertaken.«^But, whilft we feel the Utmoft confi- 
dence in the affeAion and juftice of our Sovereign, and 
whilft we place all due reliance on the wifdom and liberality 
o f parliament^ the public fentiment muft not flumber. 

We muft give information to our real, and take away ex- 
cufe from our pretended friends -, — we muft ftrengthen the 
iiocere, and animate the luke-warm ; and, above aU^ we 
muft deprecate half-meafures : and let the government of 
this country know, that no palliative wil} be fuBTered to feed 
and keep alive the prefent fnorbid fyftem of reprefentation. 
We do again recommend the formation of focieties for the 

pm'fofe 
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pu rpofc bi intcff igation and conlci'6n€e. The it ffictiltics of 
this arduous bufinefs will the le(s obftrud-its progrefi, when 
the talents of the nation are everj where exerted in fur- 
mounting them ; and we doubt ni^b, that the uaited ex- 
ertions of the people of Ireland Will^ even within this feffiouj 
with the co-operiition of parliament, aocomplilh reform^ 
which for ages may withftand the decay 6f tioie^ and the in** 

roads of corruption. , 

Signed by order of the Societyi 

RICHARD GRIFFITH, Sec, 

To {hew[ ftiU farther the fiate of the public mmJ at this 
period, we Jnfert tht following ientiments of a nliafonic body^ 
tho' it is a well known principle of that lociety to exclude as 
much as poilible the difcuflion of political a;; religious difiir* 
ences amongfl them- 

A meeting of the general Committee of free and atc^pted 
Mafons of the county of Tyrone, was held in their Commit- 
tee-room, at DuDgannon,'On Monday the 7th of Jatiuaryy 
1793, *" order to determine what conduft Choulcl be (Jurfu- 
ed by them as Mafons and as citizens, at this mofh^ntous 
crifis. 

The worfhipful James Rexnolds, Efq; M. D- prefid- . 
ent. 

1 • ' ' ' r 

No. LoDG£s Represented. &e. Members* 

205 Moy, William Richardfon, ^ Matter, 5 

350 Cappagh, Robert Corry, Deputy Mafter, aj 
3 tt Stcwartftown, Robert Holmes^ Ef^; Matter, 22 
596 Fintona, Robert M<Knight, Delegate, 69 

42 1 Dungannon, Henry Fearns, Matter, 7^ 

461 Moy, Charles Man^ Matter, 146 

480 Goalifland, James Campbell, Matter, 9 

4S3 Aughnadoy, John Hadden, Matter, 1,(19 

50;^ Do* 
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562 Do. CeOrge M^WilUams, Efq; Delegate; tdo 

j47 N. T. Stewart^ John Alexander, Efq; Delegate, 106 

^57 peobnrb, Wliriam Richardfoni Dd^tei 36 

^76 Mo^, Ditto^ Delegate^ 52 

J99 Aughflacloj, WilUam' Ftemidg; Mafter, 70 

625 Stfabane, Robert Cathbertfooi Delegate; 61 

655 Ardftra, Robert Barnwelli Alafter, 6z 

647 Carrentccl, Jamea Wright,^ Delegate, 4^ 

659 Ddrigatifibn, Rev. James Dividfod^ DelegatCy 14 

t64 Killeter, Wmiam Caldwell, Mafter, 2^ 

66S Cookftown, John Holbert, Mafter, 4^0 

^79 Ballygawley, ^ameS M^Danief, i/URSri 60 

£98 Stewartftown, J. Caldwell, Efq. M. D. Delegatei 2i 

^08 CamecauMel<i^ l^hdnlstf Higgin^; Mafter; ^7 

717 Rilmofe, Rot^t Barnwell; Delegat<^, J^i 

723 Ballygawley, Bryan Mackin, Delegate; 40 

jt6 .Bufh-hoUfe, James Campbelli Delegate, 36 

7I7 Ballfgawley, Laurence Speer, Slafter, i#; 

740 Donaghmore, Alex. M*Ein(ef , pelegatcf» 36 

760' l^nburb, William Ric^Lardfon, £fq; Delegate^ 22 

765 Stewartftown, SamttelSIeator, Mafter, i^ 

768 Cookftown, J. Reynolds, Efq; M. D. Mafter, 9 

In all 143:^ 
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Myftcries being performed : agreed, that the wife f oundei* 
of our glorious inffitution, knowing the hunian hearty and 
thattmen's fentiments on fomefubje£ts, would var^ as much 
as their complexions : in days of old eftabliihed, for the pur- 
pofeofpreferringth^t unity which ihould ever be among 
us a wife rule and order : — ^That tenets of religious or politic 
cal ^a^ks ihould never be difcufled in any lodge :~There^ 
fore the neceflary myfieries being again performed according 
to the ancient cuilom, they refolved* themfehres into sin aA 
fembly of Mafonic citizens, that they might take iiito conii* 

deratioa 



Mention the importan| purpofes of |bf ir meeting ; when th< 
following refolutionsy declaration^ and addrefles were una^ 
nimouflf entered intq. 

Refolved xft, That we Imqva^ <f^ Klqg, Giporgq lU, 
}uid will ^ealoufly fupport his juft prerogatives^ as weV as tht 
hereditary fuccc^on of his fy^lj to the Crqwn, 
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%d. We wi(h to perpetrates t|^e iojipii of governt^eixt| cpi^ 
lifting of the three branches, a ipngi Lords and Commont, 
but the latter niuft he freely s|n(d |ireq|iently chofen bj^ ^ 
people^ and obedient to their inftruAions. 

3d. We love our brethrc^n the Volunteers of Ireland^ 
f pplaud their upright conduA, and will co-operate witU 
them the guardians of this kmgdom. — We equally deteft tl|c 
mendicant 'patriotiim of the timid and interiefted, and th^ 
yiolence of the turbulent and licentious ^ bebg detenninod 
like honeft men, not only to fupport the prerogatives of tht 
prown, but vindicate the rights of an injured people. 

4th. We deprecate a revolution, as both unneceflary $t^ 
^eligible for our country ; — convinced that it ihould oev^. 
be had reqobrfe to^ 'till all other means of efcaping flavciy 
have been tried in vain ; and we are determined to ufe with 
fpirited firmnefs every rational means for obtaining the ui\i« 
verfal emancipation and adequate reprefentatipn 9f ap Qi;ir 
fellow-fubjeiU. 

5th. Refpeftinj; the, freedom Qfth? Prefs, as the palla- 
dium of liberty, we view with concern the many attacks of 
late made upon it, and with the utmoft fenfibility of mind 
^gret, that the endeavours of the Sovereign of Belfaft, to 
mitigate the arbitrary exerciie of legal corruption, againft 
^e fpirited proprietors of the Northern Star, perfecuted on 
account of their. OLertions to promote the public good# 
ihpuld have been ineffc^ali 
* ' Tun 
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The Declaration. 

I folemnly promife and declare, that I will bj all ration^ 
^eans promote the univerfal emancipation apd adequate 
repreientation of ail fiic people of Ireland, and will not be 
latisfied uhtU thefe objefb ijtni] hqve beeq unequivocally 
obtained;, and I entertain np deCre of fub verting t^e preient 
form of governmenti confiding of King, Lords^ and Com- 
mons. 

TO THE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF IRE- 

LAIfD, 

. Brethren— aiSSsAed only by the facred influence of thoiH 
}iply bonds which unite us to you s^nd our firateri^ity en- 
^rcling the glpbe, wc addrefs you. Reluctantly do we 
fycdk 09 political fubjeQs — convinced that *< unanimity 
is the. firength of fociety,'* we view with abhorrence the 
i^fidious attempts that have been in our native \and made, 
to introduce d/fcordy where harmony Ihould reign, to.^all 
up the fpirit of the firijb born Cain and make brother draw 
the murderous fword againft brother : <' divide and goyetn/^ 
18 a maxim as old as tyranny itfelf. — ^^e will not be divided 
as Mafons, for holding facred the rlight of priivate judg^ 
ment in all matters whatever \ the virtyous bro^i^er j how« 
ever he may differ from us in. religious or political opinions, 
flball ever be received with the cordial embrace of fritternal 
fellowfliip. Wc will not be divided from our countigrmen, 
c^ir interefts are in common with theirs. Whilft wc view 
With pleafurc the rapid progrcfs of liberty in France, fup* 
pprted by reafon and philofophy, and founded on. the grand 
principles of our inftitution : Whilft we glory in the re- 
fleClipn that our illuftrious brother 'Waffaington^ and the 
Mafons of America, were the faviours of thciy, ^jountry, 
and the firft founders of the temple of liberty — are^we ta 
{j^c the Irifh Mafons raadb the tools of corruption ^ and 

' ■ ther 
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they to be inftruments for oppreffing their Already borne-; 
down countrymen ? Brethren, in embracing the duties of 
Mafons, we have nQ>t relinc^uiihed any of our rights ^ men v 
v/e are from our fouls fincerely loyal, but ours is not the 
loyalty of ilaves, it is that of Mafons-— Mafons w^. know 
their rights, and are determined to die or be free. — ^We 
are no advocates for paffive obedience and non-reilftancet 
leaky to oij^r Sovereign does not re<juire us to fupport. 
corruption. So long as the vices of manVender government 
neceuary, it ought to be framed ^r the good of nations^ 
not for oppreiEon to the many, and the aggrandizement 
of a few. — Ah! hov could any of you, whole benevolence 
fliould be extenfive as the habitations of man, behold two^ 
thirds of your countrymen, miferable, opprefl^di and na* 
ked, literally feeding on potatoes and point/ labouring un« 
tier fanguinary penal laws, taxed without being reprefented, 
vnable in ficknefs to procure afliAance, obliged in herds, 
annually to defert their hovels at the approaching ravage^ 
of the hearth-colleftors, who mercilefs too often, rob their 
bed ofheatl^or its only covering — could you behold thcfc 
and fay the people arc happy, rich, andj profperous ?; 
Could you behold almoft the whole of what are called the 
nation's reprefentatives, arbitrarily appointed by a few. 
individuals, for a long number of years, and not account- 
able for their conduA \ places and penfions multiplied for - 
Ilhe purpofes of corruption, and often beftowed on man 
without principle, and woman without virtue — ^the privi- 
leges of the Crown infringed, the honours of the Peerage 
fold, inpum^able taxes wrung from the people^ and the 
nation involved in debt for the purpofe of cbrrqpCing 
parliament, no rcfponfibility requiredfromt.be great <)iffi-^ 
ccs of the Aate, the fubjeft deprived of the trial by jwryi 
in confequence of the game and revenue laws, fiats andat* 
tachments ?— 'Could any of you, generous brethren, be- 
hold thefe and numerous other grievances, and declare 

yourfelves 
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I^QDrfdves e^einks t# thofe who will attempt to refprn> t^ 
fyi^m of epquir7 whu^h occafipn$ th^tn I We believe thtt 
the people not ti^yin^ fhelr due wejght in the L^giflatute^ 
1$ phe caafe of all ottr 0rievanoes» and th^t a real radlcai 
reforoi in tl^i^ reprefentative branch thereof can alone ie» 
core the tiuereft, an^ pf eferve the peace of Ireland « To 
|bis obje£l alone pur yiews ^rq dire^edt knonfing that r^^ 
form can alone prevent the horrors of a reyol\|^o%. tl^^^ 
blame of which muft fall on the heads of thole who drive 
(he people to defpaif* ^retliren^ ^V\^\j contemning the 
high and lo\)r vulgar^ we are taught to Regard him alo^e, 
who is virti}OUS| as eiialted to the level of s^ti. The pro-' 
iane and viciou^ are only favage^— rto be vntaons it is ne« 
ceflary to be fros, for flavory and vice are infeparab^ coq-^ * 
ne£led. ^LefpeQing thofe facred tmths, ^e wifli we may 
be branded with infamy if we dp ever ceafe opft ftrennoofl^ * 
to co-operate ^ith ail our fellow-fi^bjeds in theur ende»-^ 
voursto eradicate vice and flaver^ from the laid. Talcing. * 
our wive» and children ix^ our hands^ we feel all nature 
(UrrUig w|thin us, and the God of nature's yoife calBi^g 
on us to fave them* One word mote, brethren, ** i ' 
people afpiring to be fj^ee, fhould be able to protbA liber- 
ty."— Be peaceable, but powerful. — ^Let every lodge in the 
land become a company of citizen foldiers.— Let every 
volunteer company become a lodge of mafons. 

\ ^ * 1 ■ , . ■ - • « ■^. . ' 

Countrymen of all denominations, we addrefs yop-«*€^ 

inyfteries are not orgies held for plotting agiunfl. your libera 

ty.— Among the Apoftlcs, there was one Judas. — The 0»ve9. 

among us arc few :— join our lodges 5— This will give yov, 

confidence in each other, and will iecur^ you againff pri» 

vate pci'fecution, oh accpunt of your ftruggles for freedom- * 

no one who dares to opprefs the leaft among us, need ever. 

expefk fupport from the reft. 

'' ' Signed by ordetCf 

WM. RJCHARBlSONi Stt. 

TH£ 
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Yii ^Jturlances fviich h^d prevailed infome fmtt of this €»##!• 

iry^ occaftanid the folhv^ng puHiaUion on the part of /if 

. fiman Cath9lic^.-^Ai'ik mating of thf fuh^ot^pntttf of th 

Denis Thomas Q*Bri«ii Efq, in the Chair, 

, Tk^ following addrels to the Catholics of Irelao^ was z* 
greed tOj, ^d oi^^er^d to be publifl;eck 

The fubrcaBimittec appoint<?d hy th« general committee 
f f the Catholics of Ireland to tranfaf^ fuch bufinefs as may 
l>e neceQarjr during the adjournment of the latter, feel it 
their, indifpenfs^ble duty to warn the body at large againft 
any ^^ttejnipts of pretended fri<^ds qt declared ^nen^es to 
sniikad -them^ to drive them into a violence derogatory to 
Jibeir i^fpotted chara£ler pf loyalty and^ o1)edience tc^ the 
law% or fubyerfive of the upanimity which ought to fubilift 
^^TQniigf^ ey^ry ^cftri^iw o4 {rtih^ieii^ 

l|iey beg. leav^ to ttxiots^pi^nfi to the Cbriops confi4^ra« 

lion, of their Catholijc brethren, how unnjcccfliiry it- is. for 

• ■*■■• 

them t6 attend meetingt convened for the purpofe of ea^preff^ 
^ng their allegiaijicey fince that pm^ofe is anfwered in a more 
^ignifi^dA fojieqim ap4 antihorized manner by then* delegatesj 
ykho are fent to lay their gric^vances s^t the foo^ of the throne. 
Declarations th^cfore liowevcr rclpefltably b^oij^ht, (prw^^rd 
by names a}>ility or property, cai\ a^d no, weighs to thpfe 
cxpreffions of attsfthmeht Xo. the l^ing and conftitution^ 
whieh the Catholic petition to our lacvoft gracious Sovereigi^ 
contftipsj but mt\ft rather take from }X^ efficacy sM^d c^onTe-^ 
c|ueo€e^ by ufdefs repetitiooj and by frittering down a greats 
liational a^ into partial and local exertion. 

The commhtee are grieved to hear of the (bcc^fs of de- 

figning men in agttaiting (he minds of the lower order of 

l^eir perfuafion in a part of thi^ counti7» and filling them 

' Yoi^, 11. Z with 
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ytf\th appfchcnfioni o^ dahgcr frorti their Protcftant breth-. 
tctif a circumftance which has prompted thefe unhappy iiie% 
to arm and {land on their defence. They.wo\iId wi(h ta 
imprefs upon their mind^ In indelible chara£la:s, that it i^ 
the moft ardent defirci and the objeA neareft the heart o£ 
every individual in the general and fub-committee^) that all 
mBimofity between ProteAants and Catholig^ Oioald ^eafe^i 
and lye t>uried in the graves of their anceftors ; that in^ 
llabiting one common country, and adoring the feme God^ 
the united charities of religion and country may melt u^ 
down into one people, and for ever cftablifli ^ feciprocitjj 

ofintcrcfts and a commutiity of rights. 

■.'.'. ♦ . ' . . • • ■■ ■ 

The committee truft that the Catholiies of Irctod ueitf. 
.'•rill, nor ever can forget their obligations to their PfOJteftant 
brct{ifcn, who Tiave' flood forward as their advocates an^ 
protefters. — Should any of th^ir perfuaCon have well* 
grounded caufe to fear for their lives or fiberties, it 5$ theic 
duty to ftatc it, and folicit the proteftion of government. 
Should they requeft the fub-committee to ftate their Ctua* 
tion, the fub- committee will not be wanting. But the^ 
earneftly recommend to the Catholics in general the ;:onti« 
nuation of that dutiful and exemplary conduft, which, nn^, 
der circumftances of unprecedented hardfliip, fcas for ^ 
century made them the admiration of all, v^ho caado juf; 
tice to and feel for the adverfities and virtues of mankind^ 
The world will now fee their con J\ict» and unqu^ionaWy 
their king and country will reward it : for he is s^ juft and % 
gracious king, and Protcftants muft at laft fee, that nothing 
but union at home, a union aiifing from equal law, and 
equal liberty^ can guard rhelfland from domeftic or foreign 
foes. In this fanguine "u d well-founded hope, the com- 
mittee conjure their Catholic brethren to reft lipou their 
arras, the only :nnis the hoftility of the lavr cannot taVc 
away, the ;:ims of rcafon and jufticci and patiently wait the 

/ 4ec£oii 
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^ectficm of Acir fate, the fate of three mtllions of aggricyeC' 

Signed by order, 

JOHN 5WEETMAN4 SfC% 
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,lPir© {hall ireturn now to the proceedings in parliaaien|.-*-i«. 
A petition on behalf o^ the Roman Catholics being jurefent* 
ed and received Mr. Secretary Hobsmrt on the 4th of 
T^chrnvj 1793» °^o^^4 for. leave to bring in a bill for their 
(iirther relief— -this motion was feconded by Sir ^. Langriflxe 

Mritlmearly the foUowin^ fpeecK \ 

Sir H. liangrifhe faTd — *— Sir, I siie to Second the mc^. 
%iqn of my right honourable friends and to offer my humble 
aiStftance in a meafure, to the accompliihment of which my. 
ffrenaoy^ ei^orta haye been d^'e£te4 fros^my earjiqfl; ppliti^i 
^^1. years. 

I have fb often, in the Catholic purfuit, contended with 
^Verfe currents and, oppofipg ftorms, that it is natural to 
fuppofe, though I do not prefume to fhare in the triumph^ 
][ may yet hope to partake the prefent aufpicious gale. I 
kave ever conCdered the Roman Catholiqs as good and. 
loyal fubjeAs,^ magnanimous/ in their fufierings, s^nd cprb- 
fcientious id their allegiance i as fuch I have ever refpeQed 
thcoi i as fuch I have ever endeavoured to ferve them? X 
bave, however, always purfued with more folicitude their 
intereft than their aciflamationsi more anxious to be inflru* 
mental to their happinefs, than to be diftinguiihed in their, 
councils, or rewarded by their acknowledgments. I have 
always endeavoured to ferye them by that cautious modera- 
-t\on% which I thought moft likely to be fuccefsful, rather 
than by a . more adventuring boldnefs, which, though it 

might 



Plight fitttcr tlicif fcclirigs, aught diftppoiitt their wffhd j 
well knowing, as tdp, the value of progreffivc acqffiiitibn*t 
Ij^eU fcnowjnj; the value of every ilep gamed of approxlcnatidnj[ 

between brethren who had too long hecn kept afunder;' ' 

• ■ ■ ■ .-' '•■' . ••' . . •. ' , -... ■ . .. 

If however fome ainongft them h^d thought 4be ttit<4t 
ttiy progrc(S too tardy, and looked for advocates whbfe cfler*: 
gy IS more* proportioned to thpir feelings, whofe genioi^ht 
inorc afpiring than inine ; I Qin oply fay', whatever' frien^ 
they chofe, they never had me far their enemy^ :^ttt>oug1i I 
may not have agtced in every expedient which the tmpat^ 
tnce of the moment fuggefted,* nor emulated tHcfuperioi^ 
fpcrgy of their more powerful advocate 3i« 



In the laft f^llion of parmment, *when I had;^tl:fe 
th co*operatIon with my right' honourable frienda ta>nov^^ 
joufor i further repeal of the laws aSefting the Rocaan ^^ 
tholics, I certainly wifhed with as oiuch ardour as ahy^-^geti-* 
"tlcmah who hears me, that the public fentimenf, the tenip^ 
of parliament^ the probability of fuccefs, had allowed t6ctq^ 
^ake n)y plan more e};ten(ive thai; th^t which wai adopfcdl^ 
to have cohucited with the ftatc, by nearer and doftrtiek 
lb great ?nd valuable a part of the comtin|r^ity atthe Cathtji^ 
lie body. But the irppatience'of purfi^it, and'thcracriiijjittj 
f)f contcntipn, wercf my opponents ; circuttjft^ntej 'QjF'li|i 
lempefance on one fide; revived old prejudices ort thi 6ith!G\ 
VhTch made me confider acconjmodation Stt atchieVemcfti^, 
At the fame time, when Icoijfider (as liald 'fccfox^'tliSfe 
iraluc of progreffive acquifition, I muft fay the conceffipns of 
laft winter were in theiiifclvcs important, and their manner 
ineftimablc. The uriajiimily that conceded, ftainpcd aflbij^- 
kle value on the thing conferced ; ^nd whatever^tfrbAj'itf* 
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im eftrtSi, bad I found the occaflon favourable \ jtt a$ tjxt 
fr^d t0 the Catholics. I acn decidedly of opinion^ that v^f 
^cbearaocc I might have yielded to on that occaHon,, was 
inore thaarecoxnpenfed by the unanimity it produced i that^ 
iinaniauty, which was theXymptom of departing prejudicC<i 
lusid jth«;» tpken of retorning loj^^s tluM: gQiici<'ufner$ of^on* 
ecffioojj. ^llqwed by a grateful acceptance^ held out to in^ 
vii;ifr ^h^fe flatn;rii;\§ profpcA3» which arp brightening before 
HH^ s|t this. day», of ftUl xlofer xoxnmunications of.intere& 
And afl^ons between us« The objeift was a conqueft of 
affe^kion^ n(^ competition of power ; and the m<;an|^ of fu/^ 
ocf^j. muti^l deter^&ce. and conciliatiozt ^ 

* 4 

t 
* • - I - , ' 

i Wat then iatU^edi and t think fo i!tilt| 'that whatever 
aj^^re irpm the temper of the times impra^able tp bt 
ipMalaed* it is imprudent to folieit ; for we know too well^ 
lb)trrBli^oU$:diflenfions are not to be conquered by contXGH 
!4fx(f ^d.- r^lmiaatio% but muft yield to the returning 
Jddfi.. of human benevolence \ toleration is a plant not to bp 
.{(^wanled tar art« or forced by the heat of contention ; the 
ejxc^^.of h^s^t and of cold are alike fatal to it. It muft be 
jl^. gjcp 9th t>f temperate aiHduity» cultivated by the hand of 
,mf9der»tio^ and matured bf the warmth of the hearty 
i^jod^ejiTj^. whf^ toleration itfelf has been reafedi a com^ 
ijE^urMcatjlo];!. of political power^ which is and ought to be a- 
fSumgA itsv natural produdtions> cannot in the courfe of 
tUngi )b^ i;Li|antaneQU$ ; like the fruit of the tree^ it muft 
lit^the gfrowth of maturity,, and the gift of time. 

., . It Has always bjBcn the paffion and the principle of my 
^ii^dj^ to lend my humble amftance to every meafure, which 
jii^it^ ogeration might tend to make the Proteflant and Qa* 
^lic» Iq^ tbeprogrefs of time, grow to be one people ; that 
\^ thep^ regu^te their religious worihip under whateyer 
fli^l^C^lit qaod^s^ they m^y unite in devotion to one country $ 
^c two fteat tifii^ frona one root, thoui^ they may differ 
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^ ^5^9 CoWetfanea l^eiittca. 

- in the fornis !n Mich they fbflpe theit coiirie toWMds hau 

^ . • - - 

' *cn, ;^ct ds they derive from one common origJiii tod di?t# 
iiheir fuftenance from the fame land, that in th^k^ growth 

^ the^ may becoxtie & Iheher and prote^ion to eathoth«Ci 
I have long wifhed that the time ti^s corne^ wUeh Wdtdd 
form a new dsrff of trifh concord, of Iri<h confeqtience and 
infh f>rbfperiry> In which religions diflcnflon flionld be loft 
In civil operationj in which community of intereftsi aaid 
reciprocal good offices, ihould roet x>\il our prejudic^i ^d 
linite our hearts* But until the enlightened fpirit of liberal 
policy had given a progrefs to thefe rational difpofitioUSi A 
communication of political power' conld not be expefied ; 
for you muft reconcile, before you unite ; you mttft affimi- 
late, before you incorporate. 

' Befide, Sir, every body knofW$, who knows Jiny tfaing'^f 
the hlftory of the "i^orld, that violent and fiiddea chftfigd^ «f 
power and property, whether the parties have been divided 
by Vellgibns difleniion, or by confederacies on p6litical <Uf* 
fef erice, have always been dangerous, and generally fatnl t« 
the ft^te. The fa<5t is, thofe who have been accuftonsted t# 
^ower^ cannot bear the ptivztion or fudden dimihnticm of it 
tvith patience. Thofe who are unaccuftomed t^ it) will 
hot exercife k with prudence; it is the progrefs of time 
alone that can reconcile and af&milate } it is thc'prog^fs of 
afiefition alone that can regulate thofe paillons, whteh make 

#nfe fide Intempfersfte, and the other fide intolerant; ' 

■ ■ ' . . . ' • 

And now, Sir, I nmft beg leave .to make 9& obfenratioo^ 

foggefted to me (I forget where) by a right iioiloiirable 

friend of mine, in which I agree with him tt» his ^timents 

of diHscpprobation as to thefa£t, but di&gree xrithUittft iol^ 

iufpicions of its origination* 

-' '■ ■ '■ ' ' ■ .: ■^' ■ • i 

^ hen I caH to your reeolleajon fii dBfa|veeft)^ « ^smum^ 

ftance, I do it .irather as ai^ adiamiiift^ let llie fi|tttr8» 

tha« 



tbaa anlmAdvef iion on the paft. It is, truet Sifi that at th€ 
Mole v^ep every, thiaking man faw the necefficy of an unlaa 
v( 'mereOiA and aSe£tion;$ betv^een his M^i^f^y'^ ^oyal rut>je^ 
qS all pcrfuafions, the mail jaaifchicvpus induftry was egi* 
tilQye4.t9 rair^an emulation of illwill^ and fpw the feeds of 
. perpetual difcord between, the Proteftauts aujd Cat|]koiicSf 
It was indeed the work but of a few^ but the undifdaimed 
fentunents of the few are apt to be coniidered as the fenti« 
ments of the many, and therefore they are injuriqus, 

Whilfl I am ready to difclaim the exaggerated and acri« 
tnonious charges with which our newfpapers have re-crimi« 
liated on the Catholics, although I cannot but difapprove^ 
ms prefumptuouSi that fpirit that wontd arrogate from fu« 
turity, limit the faculties of legiflation, bind down pofterity^ 
and give to exdufion immortality. Though I rejeA fuch 
notions as unjuft, and indeed laugh at them as impoten?| 
becaufe» though like the father of Hannibali you were to 
cajriry ypur fons to the altar, and make them fwear never 
to^be at peace with the Roms^s, yet neither your votes 
nor their votes could xontroul future ages. Though I 
utterly diiclaim fuch notions as unjuft and impolitic, I muft* 
however, with equal juftlce fay on the other hand,< on the 
part of the Roman Catholics, there were circumftancea 
attei|ding the agitation of this queftion highly exceptionablct 
{n my opinion, 'it was abfurd in a bufinefs of this kind 
for the Roman Catholics to fiate. cafes to eminent lawyers, 
to decide whether their proceedings were or were not de- 
fedfiUe wkhin the letter of the law : It had too n^uch the 
appearance of a guided hofiilitj ; it looked more like the 
precaution oi enmity, than the interceflion o£ amicable in« 
•tercourft^ or conftkutional fc^citatioa# 

It is not enough that their applications do not violate the 
lanih they alf^^^ihould not violate the Sselinga^^) it is not;, 
•aoui^ t)lat tbey «|Ff - caqtiousy they ihould b« refpcStful. 

.No 



^St Collectanea IPolitica* 

Wo body of men fliOTrld' for t moment fitter thttAfAiHi 
fii 'tlieir purAits^ to be umnindfal that there 1t^fe<lte(t 
fupreme power in the flate ; t6 ^vhith, fo long is the cos^ 
tHtution exifts, ertrj mafa owes ripped ^ that it may he4bt 
licited^ but it muft be obeyed '; that it may ^be foftelied/ b«f 
touft not be fubdacd. -. / :.> 



^' When the ftomaxi Catholics iay» they wifWta 
ihie rights mnd prtYileges of the conftitution bf their j^iuotry^ 
they fpeak the language of reaibn and comnnon fe^fi» 
The idea is fo natural tb tkemind of man^Mhat it wastto^ 
neceffary to convene a g^eatrejuYfentative body of ^eG#» 
tholictj- in Qtder to decides whether it was or was tftot Ih^ 
general widi) to ei\joy the ele£kive ftanthife and rl^t^ 
juries* Why, td b^ fiire it was thfejr general wiikt No 
CaJtheiiD.evief aiterted or infiinuated the contrary ; nor if ..^ 
dldf .'WO'tild aQy ProteRant have been dupe enough to be^ 
lieve him. The notion is fo congenUl to:the mind of maO| 
that it' is impoffible to controvert or condemn it ; nay, 
Chete Is a vi!rtue in tlie wifli, that rs a title to iti fuccefs ; 
howevcfy in the profecutionof it, the iieftsfriendsof tkt 
Catholics, could hot but bment, that ibme meaiures .were 
poirued inflammatory andoffenfive, tending to revive ad verfe 
prejudices, ^nd retard the accompiiihment - ^ their owii 
WUhes ; and I cannot avoid faying, (and I fpeak from the 
fatal exam|>Ie of a neighbouring kingdorti) that ysdi^. o^n* 
ftitution will fpeedily be extinfl, and y6ur kibef tier pro(^ 
Irate in the duft, if you fuffer c6nvemions, aflbchtidni; 
Itbmmittee^ or dobs, to afibrt ddminioa or aflkme luthMity 
in the adminiftration of the public affiiirs; ' '; ^r 

Ihave mentioned thofe ckct|mj3»ticf^ pt'll^^0i|l|(a|i|U 
moCty on both fides, in order to fhew that they were. tl|# 
temporary refult of mutual indifcretioo, incidental to every 
filth' pnffuitaTthe prefent; and I have n^mtioiied 4£fiaa« 
becaufe^I >d^dk, the teft foinidatiaa <rf m^uk taicMciiiitem 





ii,air«ii'€W of miitual errors ^ that belogorer, fct thcfiibfr 
fpCgbjUtfiin? Jet thfxD be buried in ;obUvioir» nevec to rift 
»S9H3* ; {^niastq the charge made, hj a right hono^ra^b^ 
6iet|d ^f,minf.t«giiiQA AdinaUftratjon for being acce%^ 
l(»':this wor^ «^ aQimoGtji Ix^ aflure him, I think I cas 
convince him he was miiinformed I kn^^w the.prefeat 
Adminiftration always entertained the moft liberal fenti- 
mtaxi totrard^ tfae> Catholics, ud wifiied Itot go ^asiar ia 
thtti^ fervtce ir the temper of parliament ^would pa^ni^i 
and tbdf ODght not to go^ farther ; and laft feffiott of paiv 
Itameal^ in the. cafe of the Gathofic petition alluded txxi 
if We yielded to a prevailing^ current^ which ran too flrong 
Co be refifted* it was^ to make gpod our pafiage, and fecure 
tbe fl^ight with which we were diarged. And. let me ask 
xtij hMoQrable friend, if be does not, {torn his own obfer* 
tatioB tl^imk, that Admiaiftrat^ion ma^r have to eneenatei^ 
fbmething like tefentlnent for their prtfeht hyio\xfdkic diC^ 
pofitidn towards the Roman Catho!i<fs i 

.' * * . . • / - 

The light honourable member cannot doubt my fincere 

attachment to the prelent govemo^nt, yet £ will raffbre him» 

at the very time> when he fappo&s they and their friend^ 

#ere - bufy in promoting theie c6ntroverfies, . that I myfcU 

^ctainly not the ieaii; ilncere amongft them in my . i^ttach* 

ment) vM esAflaytd m publifluiq; to the world the bcft 

arg«iments my poor abilities could furnifli to rei»robate^n4 

repreft them. To my Proteftant countrymen^ I faid in 

fu]^|iee^whatZfaynoW| tl^t religious animofiiies ihoold 

e^jpmv.wilb jbc cauies thic produced them ) thitt thf 

exclufion of the majority of the people from tl^e privileges 

•f the conftitution has lafied long enough ; that it could 

fie¥ lift Hi^h^ longer, and that it ought not toiaftany 

|#ilgcr. ."'--^ -•-•• -■• ■- •"•" •' .• : i •' : -c •-•.- ., 
'•».•.•■•-»•' 1 •»•'•,- ■ ■. .. - f. ........... 

., ^37faat.tistl0nsft Anngtl^dm^0nIy«benna^ 

bond 
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m Conectanea i^oKticit^ * 

%i>iid of general co-operatloiL To c^y Catholic bfcAeil 
I raidy what I noW faf, and always Taid, that if thef like tte 
conftiditioii as it is, t wiflli thef ihay duare in it ; if thqf 
defile to alter it^ I vi(h they may nijt approach it^' that if 
they h>ved the eohftitution with a pore paffieo^ thdr &iid* 
tatidii would be refpeOfuU and thtf Would not, like the 
brutad raviiher, attempt to defile what ihey wtdied to 

fenjoy. 

I ih^ii only add, c6nceraaig the &omaii Catbotic*} wh^t 
I have dready repeated to you, that you . remember when 
|(iejr cd^ ibirward to refift thtf invafion of a foreign enemy 9 
that you now fee them come forward to repel the kivafioQ» 
1^^.^"^' not perhaps of foreign force> but of fordga principkSi 
more dfeftruAwe than aifmies^ more cruel thati the fwofdt 
The old dabgers of popery, which pfed to al^m you, are 
new e»tin& tb «ll intents and purpofes ; and new dangers 
i have arifen in the world, againft which J^ Catholics arf 

ywr beft ana' natural atlies. 

» 

'^^ .Too cannot give them a fingle benefit tfiat "mil not bd as 

additional pledge of their affefiion, and hofiage for thdr 
jEdelityr Give them the pride of privileg^» and you will 
give thpm the principle of attachment; admit them 
within tho walls of the conftttutioa, and (hey will dtfend 
them* 

Poftor Duigenan faid i Mr* Speaker^ as thQ right hpficnir^ 
nbfe gentleman, who has preCented this petitioui and 
brought forwsMrd this motion, has at the Oune time ilated 
|0 this honijb^ thQ heads of this intended i>tH ; find as I 
hate the misfortune to differ in opinion with the right 
honourable gentleman on every one of thefe heads, though 
I hav^ had the honour heretofore of generally concurring 
in opinion with him on political rubje£ts> I think it a duty 
I owe to my king and . country fully to -tzplaia ^y fentb 
^ menia 



Conectanta i^Utica* -314. 

ifcientt oti the bufinefs now before the bottfe, ts it b ^ettf 
generally known that fai» Majefty's fervams in tlus kingdonl 
bsirtt taken up this bufinefs in confequence of ati^impreflbiir 
made dn his Majefty and his minifters in Ejeigbtidy that the 
.Roman Catholics of this kingdom labour under manyfetere 
oppreffions from the efie£ls of feveral of the prelent eziftiiig 
iawf % and fuch iimprelHon has been made by means of a 
petition to his Majefty at St. James's, on the 2d daaj of 
January lafl: I which petition has been lately printed, and 
circulated through this kingdom n^Ith great indofiry. I 
ihall firft examine the contents of that petition as tbi^ 
g|x>and*workj on which is to be ere£led the taft flmftoret 
of Roman Catholic grandeur and power ; the pha of whicU 
is delineated in the beads of the propofed Ull, as explained 
to the houfe by the right honorable gentleman. 

When the petition, prefentjed lately to his Majefty^ by aiK 
on behalf of the Roman CatHqlics of Irtjlrndy firft nsade kt 
appearance in the public prints, it wa$ in^Ciidmpot^ as wdl 
in the Hottfe of Lords as in the Houfeof Commoiis, that 
the' copy of this petition, inferted in the oewfpapersyii^con- 
tained a great number of grdfs mirreprefentations^ an4 
dired and notorious falfe-hoods ; the fub^committee of th<^ 
RomanCatholicsbeinga kind of permanent body fekOed ont 
of their general convention, have thought fit, by way of 
anfwer to the obfervations on their petition made in p«iia« 
itient, to publifli their petition ip a pamphlet, with notes, 
and the following advertifement prefixed to it : 

«5UB-C0MMITTEE, 

•« January 12th, lylj 

<< Denis Thomas (XBrien in the Cha&-. 

<< It having been publicly and folemnly aflerted, tijM t|ie 
^ petition of the Catholics to his Majefty, contained kmiif 

^* faUthoods and miircprefciitations ; 

«< Rcfdved 



^ that ptftkkHii with notes^ reciting the dtfi^ut aA»"o| 
#f aarliamfnti od^ wbicb the aUedgcd ii^hoodb and vagi* 
f« jrcpre&ntatieos are grounded. 

" ' . * ' . - . ' ■ « , ■ ; 

' ^' Signed by oracrV . . ^ 

jfoHN SWEExif ANi ifed 

1 fliould not condefcend to take notice of this fiiV-i^M^ 
itoittec, or their pamphlet,^ were it not that they furnifk 
tac with an authentic copy of thri famous, or rather ihfa- 
mous, petiti6n ; etcfy page ^d alcaoft ivitj line of whicK 
teems with mirrcprefehtation or falfehood: andastheCa* 
fholics Itiivc bj this fyftcm of tfnfruth, deception', ahd frand» 
impofed fo £ar on his Majeft/s fniniif^riS in England^ as id 
procure a^paragraph to he i^ferted in the fpeech from thr 
fhrdire recorintnending in tBie JSling^s dame to our Cerioos 
confideration the fituation of his Majcfty^s Catholic fubj(p£^ 
and that we ihall confider the fame libetality ; thatis^thaf 
W<^ {ball cotifider with attention and favour the iituaSoh of 
th* Catholics of £his country, as moft falfely tfefcribcd Ifl^ 
their petition ; and a$ ho maiif in his Majefty's dominions U 
more firmly aftached to his Majefty^s perfon and govern- 
tfient than I ami nor has on every occafion, where I har^^ 
had an Gqpportuniry' of exerting myfelfj nlor^' cleairl^ manf- 
feffed that attachment, t^ ^ave beiiowed oti this' pdtitlm 
that isi this alledged fituation of the Catholics of thU 
country^ my moft ferlous attention^ according to ^the re<« 
commendation in the fpeech ; and I 0iall, as briefly as I 
i^r ftate to this houfe itiy opinion of this peti|tiot)t/'aiidf 
m^xk the principal mifrepreientations and fairehcK>df,jqp|in 
tained in it^ in hopes that my voice, bowevei:. ^weak,, i|^]r 
reach the throne, and roufe thejuft indignation ofouriovef 
r^ign againft a fet of perfons who havC) b^y firaud ai^d.j^y^ 
IfpfitioHi audacioofly attempted to prOcui^ fai^ C(^u^|Q;Aa9«B^ 



ff»tbe utilticgiftg ^md liisjoiiiti&g the wbole imtat btltiM 
ttifk govt^nmtM ; an4 uprootin'g foiHiditioiis txriiich hiiViit 
been hid bf Wiih ^i^uity, and fu^pdrted tind maiiitaiiied 
bv thp fage policy of two ceiiturie^V^tid .wJikii havebeon^ 
jlrong enough to refift and repel the ifaocks of three 
general and mtaft forniiaable'rtJbeilions of the Catholi<; inha- 
Ibit^ts of this kingdom, iince the commencement of the 
reign of <^ccn Elizabeth, of nioft glorious tneinory inj 

Th!s pethion commences whh deception. Tbc petition* 
frs, on the title of if^ denominate Ihemfdves Cathelics^i 
whereas they are Roman Catholics, that<s, they are per- 
fpris who acknowledge the fuprcmacy oFthe bifhop of Rome^ 
a foreign princej in fpirituals, as all the Irilh who ftile them« 
(elves Catholics, do ; and wHl not allow his Majefly to be 
liie fup^cme bea^d of the churcl^ within this kingdom.; nor 
will they take the oath of fuprcmacy ; and I fhall demoq- 
ftrate,: before 1 fit down, that a very great portion of tem- 
poral power is incident to, and'cannot| by any device, be 
feparated from, the fpiritual Papremaajr^ avb\ircd by tl^e 
Catholics of this kingdom to be vefted In the blfliopof 
Rome: at prefent, I only juft mark the fallacy contaihcd 
j0thc,Tcry title of this petition, and which is invariably 
puffued, in-thls potnt, through the whole ; in which thei 
petitioners conffantly ftile themfelves Catholics without ^i 
addition df Rdiiie. It is thus "old tales reprefent the devit 
when he appears to mortals, cautioufly concealing the do* 
wnfi)ot.^ 

'Thepetrtion then ftatcs, that the Catholics oflreWrrtf 
|is they ffile thetofcl^cs) have for a century laftpaftbchatrca 
wHlnnhiterniptcd^foyalty 5 in which time five foreign wars, 
and two ddnieftic rebellions, have occurred ; and that they 
iisHr^' taken tfery path of allegiance and fidelity to his Ma- 
|riftyf atidllaTC gireu, attd^faefeft ready Xo gifc, cwy plcdgi^ 

which 
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which ctn be dtviftdf for their peacesbk demfancfj u4 
iuK:ondUiQnal fuba^iffioii to, the laws. 

This fbort paragraph ^ODtains two notorious falCehoods ^ 
fJIrftf thejr have not| for a cei^tury pafty behaved witl\ 
qninterrupted loyalty to the king or ftatc^ but have ex« 
frtf d themielvcs ia all the five foreign warsj and two do, 
meftic rebellions, which have occurred wtthiu theic hun« 
dred years laft paft, againft their king and country, ^q tl^e 
ntmoft of their power and a^biiity, and haye difturbed this 
C^ntry, and ^r^e (low difturbing it, with many tumultuous 
jrifings in many parts of the count ry» in which they have 
praftifed the, moft inhuman barbarities pn Ihc perfons o^ 
the dergy and gentry^ and comnutted various niurdersn 
i)urglaries iaad robberies on themi within ibat ip^c^ Qi% 

After the furrender of Limcrjck, in O^Jlober KJpif tha 
Irifli Catholics (who had for two years before, perfifted in 
amofl: obfiinate rebellieq^ which bad almoft reduced the 
country to a deiarti and in which ^hey }iad committed at\ 
Ibrts of barbarities on the ' Proteftanti of thi$ country) to. 
the amount of twenty thoufand men, preferred going to 
France/ and ferving the armies Of that power, the natural 
enemy of Britain, againft thei^o.wn country^ Inthemili-'/ 
t;^'y articles of capitulation of the city of Iiimerick, they 
had procured an article to be inferted^ flipulating fpr tbcir . 
tranfportation to France. The Britjih generals, after the 
fiirrender of the town, exerted themfclves to per(uadc the, 
datholic army to rclinquifli their intention of going t<>, 
France, and to ftay at home, and follow thdr diffar^nt 
occupations, in their own country 5, or if they preferred the^ 
trade of war. General Ginkle oflfered to enlift them in tbe 
Di^tch (crvice : thcfe offers, they almoft to a xn3n xcicflted |t 
. :^d this Catholic army, conftantly recruited wd o^ceredL 
by the Catholics of this kingdom, have remained ever fince 

m 



►•■S*^V. V7 



ia the French ftrvScei znd havil uniformly fought, with the^ 
greatcft inveteracy, againft tl^ts country, in the fiffc wars* 
with France, which have been waged during the laft hun-^ 
^rpi years, ^t the battles of Fontcnpy and LafFch, in the 
war with France which end^d in 1 746. A body of fixteen 
thoufand Irifh Catholics fought in th^ army of France 
againft Great Uritaii^ in the American war 5 a large body of 
IriOi Cotholica, in the fervicc of France, fought, ias well o^ 
the continent of Americaj^ as i^ the "Weft-India iflands*,^ 
againft Great Britain ; and th^ir exploits againft their coun- 
try, at Savannah, at St. Lucia, at St. Ki(ts, and Sf^ Eu« 
ftatia, may be found in the journals of the times, andi^ 
the ^counts of that war. Stapleton, an Irifli Catholic froni 
-the ^'county 'fef {iimerick, commanded a body of 500 Irifli . 
GathOlks in th« pay of France, at the battle of Culloden in, 
1746, and he died at Invernefs of the wounds he received 
Sn that battle, fighting for the pretender. All th^ French, 
privateers whlfii infefted thiis channel during the late war^ 
who plundered the Britifh and IriAi merchant &ips, even 
jn the bay of Dublin, were manned and commaBtdcdty 
IriQi Cathbliw— fttch as Joh» Kelly, John field, Luke 
Ryan, Patrick Dowling and others j and they were fu^- 
niOied with intelligence, with provifions, and even witU 
jjowder, by Irifli Catholics from feveral ports In the channel, 
in which the wiv^s and families of many of them were then 
rcfident. A large body of Irifli Catholics have alfo ferveil 
in the Spauifli armies, and fought againft their eouiitry in aH 
the wars we have bad with Spahi during the laft hundred 
years. Add to this^ the infprreajans of the white lK)yJi 
ill Catholics, in the fouth of this kingdom, brewing oi« 
H intervals for upwards of twenty years paft, and marfceA 
by Slaughter, defolaiion, cruelty, and the moft bittet^ 
smimofity ;igainft protcftaut clergy as well as laity ; and the 
prefem infurreaions of the lower order of Catholics in iSife 
f ^unties of Louth, Meatb, Cavan, jmd Mona|^an, atiA 

• • «• now'' 
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^ow fprc34ing into the county of DubJIn : wBofe fory i^ 
wcrcifcd m robbing, fpoiliog, and burning the houfe, «a4 
Ih? contents of the farm yards of the Protcftant inhabitant* 
0f thcfc counties, and aflaffinating feme of them ; and thii 
banditti is particularly aflive in difarming the ProteftaiilSt 
and arming thcmfclvcs, with what i^icw it is not hard t« 
juefs* With what unparalleled cfironter ji then do thef<j 
petitioners aflert, that the CathoKcs of Ireland have, for % 
icenturylaft paft, behaved with uninterrupted loyalty, when 
ihe direft contrary pofition IS the truth ! Can that body of 
people be faid to behave with loyalty to the ftatc, wHo fup- 
ply and recruit the armies of tb^s enemies, wjiofc foos, 
brothers and npircft relations, , appear in hofliic array againflj 
the.fiate, as ^cU in wars with foreign nations as in domcftiq 
rebellious ; whp, for a century laft paft, have furnilhed 
formidable bo4ics of troops to the natural enemies of thf 
Sfriti(i| empire ; who perpetually aCault and harrafs us witH 
flomeftic infurreaioUi robtery and murderj who arc onlf 
reftrwned by their inability, and dread of Britifh vengeance, 
from leariog the bow^els of their country ; and, by avowed 
and open r^bclliop, manifefting their immortal hatred ta 
Hkc BrhxQk name and nation ; and whofe domeftic impo<« 
l^ape is the oftly (ecun'ty td the ftate for domeftic peace I 
If fuch be loyal fybjcfts, then is the wretch, who fronv 
private ^niipofity or ihtereft has planned your deftroftioot 
whofe woikjiefii or cowardice prevents him from executing^ 
Jiis plan himfelf, but who fends his conjiUiential brivs^es to^ 
^t& it — m honeft and hdnoorabk man, and your attach- 
id and /aithfiil friend ! Futile are the excufes for thi» theit 
conduft, urged by the Catholics, that they are (Mrecluded^ 
froa^ ferving in the British forces, by the laws, and that 
they therefore- refbrt to the French and Spaniih ftandard». 
to procure a livelihood. Such aflertion is untru^.. with re^. 
peQ to Catholics of inferior degree, as they themfthaa 
ibtc m ttwir petitiot^ thut the loweft departmeati m tke 
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Britlfh fleets and drmlet are largely fupplied by their nam* 
kers, fp that p^rfons of this dcfcriptior^ may get emplpy- 
ps^t at home. But fiippofing it true, that Catholics are 
excluded from the Briti(h fleets and armies^ can they find 
no other dates in Europe to enlift with than the French and 
Spanifhi and can they find no other way of procuiing^a 
li.TelihjQod in a commercial country, than by turning trai- 
tors to their king and country ? It would not be a fufficiejQt 
plea for .a highwayman, on his trial for.his crimes, to fay^ 
fbat. his (poverty induced hifn to cotanut them. . 

The fecpnd falfehood contained in the paragraph of this 
petition I have mentioned, is, that the Catholics have takea 
evpry oath oi allegiance and fidelity to his Majefty \ and 
have given, and been ready to give, every pledge which 
can he devi^d for their peaceable demeanour and uncon« 
i^tional fiihaufiion to the laws. 

He Catholics of Ireland have never yet taken the 
following part of the oath of fupremacy : « And I declare 
that ho foreig^n prince, prdate, fiate or potentate, hath»of 
ought to have, any jurifdi^ion, power, fapertority, pre^ * 
eminence, or authority, ecclefiaftical or fpiritual, within this 
realm." That part ofthe path of allegiance prefcribed to be 
taken by Catholics, and which it appears, that very few pf 
tiiem (their vaunted numbers confidered) have yet taken^ 
which relates to the Pope and foreign princes, is as follows: 
. ^ And! do declare that I do not believe that the Pope. of 
{(ome, or any other foreign prince, prelate, date or poten* 
tatCi hath or ought to have any temporal or civil juriAlidt- 
^y powi^,' fuperioriry, or preeminence, diredly or in« ^ 
direfttf, within this realm/* By the Iri£h ilatutes of the 
stSth of Henry the Eighth, chapter the 5tb, and of the ad 
of EUzabethi chapter the ift, laws now exifting and unre- 
ptfaled, the kings and queens of this realm and thetr fuc« 
ceflTort ate declared to be fupreme heads of tbe thorcfa of 
. Voju. II. A a Ireland ; 
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Ireland ; and bv theft two a£ls, as well as by another M* 
.tuteofthe 2 8 t|i. Henry the Eighth, chapter 131 the aif^ 
thority and jurifdiftion, both temporal and fpiritualy beforfe 
,that time claimed and exercifed by the Pope in Ireland, are 
^ .utterly aboliflied. And by the laft ftatute it is enafted, 
that if any perfon fhalli by^rriting braay maintain the au- 
thority of thebifliops of ftomcy heretofore ufed in this 
kii]gdom> be fhall incur the penalty of preknunire. 

It is very notorious, that all the Catholics of Ireland at> 
knowledge the authority^ pre-eminence and jurifdiAion 
*of the bifhop of kprne in ipiritual's, within this kingdom % 
they have always refiifed, and ftill ref ufc, to take the oath 
of fupremacy, ackhowiedgihg the King to be the fupireme 
liead of the iihurch of tl-elahd ; they nbt only refufc to ac- 
knowledge his Majcfty, as the fiiprerne governor, fpi'rittial 
and temporal, within his dominions, but declare that anoi' 
;ther .prince has t.be fpiritual pre-toiinence, jurifdidVion, and 

■■, jauthorityi within and throughout the Briti{h empire j thus^ 
as far as. in them lies, robbing his Majefty of oneoJFthe 
brighteft and moH valuable gemi in his Imperial crown i 
and without enjoying which, the hiftory of paid ages (Le^S 
us,, that be is but half a king within his owxi dominions. 

, That it is impoffible to wreft an immenfe degree of temporal 
power and dominion fVom the perfon who is acknowledged 
tQ,poiTefs the fupreme fpiritual power, the experience of all 
intiqyity .ftews. In truth, the bifhop of Rome, (except iii 
two or three inftanccs, when he claimed to l5e lord pafa- 

. oiount of certain kingdoms which he allcaged to be holden 
as temporal fees from the temporal patrimony bf St. Peter, 
fuch as Naples, and England, ^in the tinie of King John) 
never claimed any tempera! authority, in any kingdom iri 
ChriPi-endom, fave as it wa§ infbparably annexed' to,, and 
connected with, the exercife of his fpiritual power. That thcJ 
claim of the Pope to fpiritual authority vyrithih the realin^ 
iupportcd unequivocally t? all, the Catholics of Ireland, 

intefls 
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liWfts Jiifn, !>>/& faaof with a vaft portion of tcolporal 
Jpo^wer» can be proved to demonftratioa by numberleii 
inftances. I fhall juft mention one : on the lawfulness ot 
jmatrimonyv depends almoft entirely the fucceflion to all 
leo^ral property, wiether real or perfonal. Matrimony u 

by the Catholics is held a Sacrament, its validity is entirely 
of fpiriUial jurildidtion ; if the, Pope then, as Catholics 
hold, has the filprenie ac^ final jurifdii^ion in this par* 
ticular, iee what temporal pojbver he mufl; derive from It; 
he n^uft in all cafes decide, whether a perfon claiming u&<* 

der his itithek* or his mother, is entitled to the fucceffion 
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to their rdal or perfonal , property^ becaiife fuch decifion 
Will depend on the validity of their marriage ; h^ nibft 
'de<Kle, whether a party hks or has not a right to intermarry 
with another, or whether a party is barred from that right 
by confanguinity, affinity, pre-cbntraA or former marriage \ 
he miift finally decide 6n maintenance, aliihbny, or whether 
k ihan ir, d: is nbr, to pay the debts of i wodian Who 
Iclaims to be his wife^ with a thoufand other tempotal inci- . 
dents. Obierve virhat bpinion the parliament of this coiin* 
try, jdft bfeapihg from the fangs of the Pope's ilfurped 
authority, entertained of the temporal effeAs of the fpiritu* 
kl jurifdi^bon bf the Pope, eitercifed in thb cafe of matri* 
loony blone. ' 

In an Ififli Aatute ena^ed in the thirty«ihird yea^ of 
Henry the Eighth, entitled, << an zQ. for marriage^,'' are the 
following pafiages : '^ Whereas heretofore the ufurped 
jpower of the biifhop of Rohie hath always entangled and 
troubled the mere jurifdi£lion and regal powrer^of this land 
of Ireland, and alfo inquieted much the fubje^ls of the fam« 
by his uAirped power in tHem, as by making that unlawful, 
which by God's word is lawful, both in marriages and other 
things^ whereof fome fparkles be left, which hereafter 
might kindle a great fire/^ The ftatute then proceeds^ 

<«ihsct 
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<« that it was coftomary for the conrt of Rome to dirorce 
farties who had been long married and had iflbei on tfa^ 
, pretence of pre-contra£b without confummatiofi, and of 
Idndred between confins-germani and fo to fourth and fifth 
iegrees, and of carnal knowledge of any of the fame kxnne 
dr a^nity before^ in fuch outward degrees^ to procured 
money for difpenfations : whereby not only much difcord 
between lawful married perfons hath arifen> much debate 
tnd iilit at law, with wrongftil vexation t and great damage 
•f thie innocent parties hath been prpcured^ and many juft 
marriages in doubt and danger of undoings and alfo many 
times undone^ and lawful jietrs dtfinherited^ and marriages 
have been brought to iucfa an uncertainty therd)f , that 
ISO marriage could be fo fure knit and bounden^ but it 
Jhould lie in either of the pitrty's power to defeat the 
fcme.*' 

l^he Cathdics of this country, under this pretended 
fpiriti^l power of the pope^ in defiance of tlie fiatutes of 
Elizabeth, and William the Thirds ag«n|l all Catholics 
who ihould attempt to cxercife oaiy ecdefiaftical jur|G££HQ« 
fl^ttbia this realm, have endeavoured, in the point ofiriiari* 
riage, to eilablifh and eiEercife here, all this reprobated 
jurifdi£lion of the pope. It is a very (hort time fince I 
was confulted as an advocate, by a very humane and worthy 
baronet, reprefei^tative in this parliament of a large and 
populous county, for my advice, in what meti^ed he Siould 
proceed to procure a remedy for an injured fen^Ie^^on the 
lollowing cafe : Two tenants of the baron^et agreed to inter* 
marry, they lived in the next pari£h to thaft in which tbd 
baronet redded, and being both Cattiolics^ thtf vme^m2tti^ 
«d at the baronet's requeft in his parifii, aad'by tlw priefft 
of his pariSi, and not by the t>rieft of ^he parlfli in whick 
they refided y after they had cobabittid fon^: tbne together^ 
they were cited by the Catholic ^icar-generat €Pf ^he diooe^ 
of Tuam, to appear before him, and he declared their 

marriage ' 
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macrt^e to be null and i^oid^ on the fingl^e groiuid of their 
haying b^cn married b^ the pariih pri^ft of the neighbouping . 
paciiht ipd not bj the prieft of their own pariih ; the ticar* 
general alledging, that all marriages^ celebrated by any 
other perfon than the prieft of the parifh^ in which the 
parties lived, without a fpecial difpenfation for the purpoTcg 
was a clandeftine marriage, and that all clandeftipe marria^t 
ge$ ycre decreed void by th^ councU of Trent^ 

Will any reafoitable man afibrt, that the exercifb of IniA 
^ fpirituaji power will npt directly affcjft and invade tht 
temporal rights of the fubje^ in his deareft and neareft 
interei^ ? I onut fc^rther inftances of the infeparabilhy o| 
Spiritual power from temporal^ though a thoufand could 
be given ; and I refer any iifxaQ, who has a mind further ti^ 
inveftigate this fubje£t^ and to convince himfclfj^ that the 
perfon armed with the whole fpiritual /power in any fiat^ 
^ill neceilarily have a vaft temporal power annexed to it, 
and infeparable from iti^ to Dx. Warburton's treatife^ The 
Alliance. 



From what I have faid, I think, I have made it pretty 
clear, that as long as the Catholics refufe to take the oatH 
offopremacy, and perfift in fuch refufal; and whilftthey 
den;^ and impugn that fupremacy, and maintain the ftipre- 
xnacy in fpirituals qf a foreign potentate, it is an impudent 
nntn^h to aflert, that they have taken every oath of allegi- 
ance and fidelity to the king i every pledge wloich can b^ 
devifed for their peaceable demeanour, and unconditional 
fubinilEon to the laws. And I (ubmit it to this lioule, that 
I have clearly fhewn, that the two foundations on which 
they build their whole merits in this petition, are fallacious; 
unfubAantial, and rotten i and th^t confequently, the whole 

fuperftru£lur« muil fall to the ground. 
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THc next three paragraphs lA this petition ftate, tHatQ^* 
tboHcs'arc excluded from every office of triift or emt>la/ 
menti civil or military, from all offeces in corporations ; 
and that the law forbids them to found or endow any ufii-- 
verfity, college or fchobl fortlic education- of thcif children.' 
It is to be obferved, that the condition of tKe Catholics hi 
tbis kfng'dOm, is the very fame with the candhionofarf 
diffehters froni the eftaWifhed church itiEtigland, in a^l thi 
t^ovc particulars, except that the Englifh Pr^t^ftants Pifl5?n^ 
tcrs may found fchools ; and that it is highly unrcafonablc 

in the Irifh Catholics to eMCift, that the cxifting l^wsbcrc 
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fliculd bc'changed in thofc particulars, till the Englitli, 
nation fliall think fit to repeal the teft and corporatiWh a£t$j|' 
and admit Catholics to all employments of tr^ft and profit,,' 
civil and military ; into all their corporate bodies ; and 
permit them to found and endow univerfitles, colleges and . 
fthools, for' the home ipanufafture of Rofnifh priefts ; a 
mealure which I will venture toafflrni, no Englllh minifter 
will prefum etp attempt/ put \i is here- to be obferved^ 
that if the Irifli law, which excludes Catholics from all mi- 

litary employments, was to be repealed, they cduld reapna. 
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advantage from it ; for the fleet is entirely Britifh, and the 
employments in it are dlfpoied of to luth perfpns only as 
arc qualified to take them by the Pnglifh l^ws, \«hich ex- 
elude Catholics. The fame may be faid of all employ- 
inents in the army, for they are difpofed of by the king, 
and the whole array is Brii,ifli \ though part of it, whilft ^ 
employed m this country, is paid by this country, and is, 
therefore, faid to be on the Irifli 'criabliflirtient. If the 
King fhould confer military coipmiflSons, in fiich part of 
his army as is on the Irifli eftablifliment, on Catholics, hc^ 
wovild aft in direft violation of the EngHfli laws ; which we 
may reff aflured his prefent Majeily never will. And if the 
afts which exclude Catholics from military employibcnts 
were repealed in Ireland, aiid Catholics appointed to fach 

■ . employments^i 
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flJnS^yirtimtSi ihe moment an j regiment on the Iriili eftab** 
yf}\mcot Choul4 be ordered out,of tl^e kingdoIn^ all com* 
^if&ohs of C^tholi9S (brving thei^Ui» M^ould be nuU and 
void. This excluiion of Catholics ifrom all places of trufi:. 
or emolum<int, c^vil oc military, is thus with peculiar/ 
modcftj; defer ib^d ip tl^e petition : *« A profcriptioii which 
*^ diiregards capacity or c^erit. admits of neitl^er qualilicati- 
^' on or degree, aod refts ^ an univerfal ftigma ofdiftruft. 
''upon the wh^Ie body of Catholics/- Is not this moft 
decent language (or ^petitioners ? They infert in their peti* 
tion, the bittereft inve(£live againfl; the gen(^sQ, policy of the 
Britifii conditution ; and tQ miilead the ignorant of their 
perfuafionj tl^cy reprefent themselves as being folely afieAed 

^ ' ' • * • ' — ' 

by the exclufibn» though it extends^ in general, to all 
difienteirs from the eftabiifhed church : and I am bold' to iay* 
' as no clafs of diflenters acnongft his Maje%'s lubjedi» 
es^cept the; Roman Catholics, deny, the King's fupx^macy^ 
in fpirituals, fo far as to veil it in a foreign potentate ; that 
they, more particularly than any other cUls oi diflenters, 
ftpu{d be. the objeAs of diilruft' to the government, and 
excluded from all places of trufl or profit, civil or military, 
as they acknowledge two fovereigns, and divide their al'- 
legiance bet wen two mafters, by a fort of ideal boundary, in 
Its own nature incapable of being defined. » 

The next obferyatipn, in their petition, is a rank niiC 
reprefentation, to wit j " That their exclufion from corpb- 
" ratiops gives an advantage over Catholics, . to th^ mem* 
*« bcrs of them, who thereby eftablilh through the kingdqm 
-*« a fpecies of qualified monopoly, uniformly qperating in 
«« the disfavour of Catholics, contrary to the fpirit and ' 
« highly detrimental to the freedom of trade. '* By this 
mifreprefcntation, the Catholics endeavour • to induce his 
Majefty to believe, -that it is unjufti impolitic, and detri- 
mental to trade, to permit any corporation to continue 
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witbln this kingdomi andl that they ^oald be, tlierefiBais, 
alldifliblved and abplifhed, or that they fhbuM be opened, 
that isy (confidering their nuinbersj (orrendered into the 
hainds of the Catholics.^* Thefe two fcheme^, refpeAiiij 
corporationy, are the favoarite plans of the prefent fet of 
.reforovers of the conftitntion \ a kind of levelling inde- 
pendent^ republican, deifticat fa^ion ; whofe apoftl^^ a»^ 
Paine, Price, and Priefllejr. The members of torporatiims 
being all Proteftant$> and returning Proteftant members tQ 
Parliament, certainly form a ftrong harrier agatnft the pnn 
je£ted invafion of the Catholics y and corpori^tions thu9 
•inodcUed, are the bulwarks of the Proteftant conftitntion of 
this country : forty .boroughs were created in the reign of 
Jsttnes the Firfi:, when the crpwn had z, right by its patent^ 
to create boroughs, for the exprefs purpofe of throwing the 
balance into • the fcale of the Proteftants in parliament \ 
which meafure wa$ moft violently oppofed hy the Catholic^ 
of that age \ and "we oughf to guard our boroughs^ with a 
vigilance and a£tivlty| proportioned to the violence of the 
exertions of the united factions of levellers and Catholics,^ 
dther to dcftroy,. or engrol^ them. But it is utterly un? 
true, that the i^embers of any corporation i^ this kingdoi^ 
derive any advantage in trade over others who are not mem- 
bers of it ; this falfehood was fluffed into the petition, to 
aggravate the bead-roll of pretended grievances of Catho- 
lies. What advantage in trade have the members of the 
corporation? of Dublin, Waterford, and Cork, over the 

' Catholic inhabitants of thofe cities ? When Paine, Prieftelyj^ 
and Prke, fir ft pi^iihed their feditious traih, refleAingon 
the conilitutipn eftablilhed, on the fcore of unequal repre- 
fentatioi) of the people in the Houfe of Commons, and in- 
ftanced Manchefter and Birmingham ^ having no reprefen- 
tiyes In Parltament, whilft tpwns of little or np pote returned 
reprcfentatives i the wealthy traders;, both of Manchefter 

* and Birmingham^ reprobated the idea of their being con- 

verted 
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Ttrlcd into corporate towns j juftly drcMing evii cotifeq»eiir 
tes to tfaeir io^nfttj a&4 ttSi^^ ftpm rlotsy dmnkeofMflb 
and dtffip^iofii attatding the ^an^affing forv jotes^ aod tke 
t|e£lion$ of reprefentative$ ni parliament^ Thefe great i|d;4 
optileHt towns find so ^dvantyges m trade from tbeir n«t 
iieing corporate town*, and bom their not enjoying the eac^ 
penfive franchii^s of corporate bodies, nor ha?e the Gallic 
olics of Ireland wf ^t^t whatever tQ coii^pl^in on si finulBir 
account. , 

Ani^ber grievance tbe CMboIicI fomplain of In their ^ 
4titiQ9a| that tbey ate int^difted from obtaining degree ia 
tbe univerfity of Dublin (if they are fcripus in cpnfideriqg 
it a grievance^ which I ipuft doubt) is wt^at I hope I fhall 
never fee rcdrcScd 5 Cflftbolics have a right, as the law now 
fiands^ to fet up and efldblllb itbools in every part of tbe 
Ipingdoqiy for the ^dtication of thtir youth ^ let that coa* 
tent them, and let them not expert to obtrude tisemlcives 
into a participation of the emolaments of an nniverfity^ 
founded, and partly endowed by Eli^aibeth, the great pa-' 
tronefs of the reformed religion, and whofe endowments 
have been augmented by onr fucceflive monarchs^ fin* tlie 
fole porpofe of planting in thb kingdom a learned Protef^ 
tant colony, for the education of il pious mitiiftiyf and tke 
fupply of miiHonaries to reclaim the bigotted and ignorant 
natives from the errors of Popcry. God forbid, that I 
fhould ever fee the pious intentions of the royal fonndefs 
fruftrated, by the convernon of this feminary, and its teve* 
nues, to the fupport and encouragement of Popery, or its 
hallowed walls made the refidence of fuperdition and trea- 
fon \ if, however, it fliall be determined by our rulers tlilt 
our univerfity fhall be opened to the Catholics, let the BrI- 
tiih miniftry lead ths way, and firft procure an aft of par- 
liament in England, for opening theEngliih univerfiticiiWf 
OxiFord and Cambridge to CatholicSi from attaining a«y 

degree. 
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degree in vhicfa Cathoiici are barred by EngCAi ifStt of 
l^uliameiir, apd then^ ptrhsip^ the bkter potion of cox)« 
ferribg academical ^egree^i in the univerGt]/: of Da^lin, <^ . 
Catholicf , ma^^ be more Ttadilf fwsiUowed* by the infatuated, 
betrajfid, and defierted • Pfoteftat^ts of this country. It v^ 
here Mcefllury to remarks th^t Catliolics are not interdided 
ipom obfuning degr^ses ia the univc^cfity pf'Dij^li^^ biy tl^ 
dtaitdr and (la^ut^ of th^t univerfity only | but ^y the IriO^ 
9& of the ad of Eltz. chap. i. fee 20» which, though ei\* 
. mStcd before the foundation of the univeriity of Dublin, yet, 
by Ipecial weirds, extendi to all univer&ses, vhieh (hould, 
dEter the date of that aO;; be founded of eftat^Uhcd ip. tUs 
ldngdom« ', ir > 

The neitt p^rslgrap^ of the p^t^io^ relies to tl^ejUwf, 
vrhidi reftram p^ifts from, carrying arms ; laws certainly 
veryneceflary when they were, en^ed, andj fromreceift 
experience^ yery proper to be now rigorouj^jr eni^rcqd. 
Exchifive oC.the dire£i falGty of part of this paflage, no 
/pamgraph ' ever teemed with groiTer mif^eprefentation and . 
firan^d; if (hppreffiou of the necefljity ofenaAiog them» of 
4U circomfiances of mitigation and exception in. the laws . 
•theaafelires, and of their duration^ execution, and e£re£^s, 
*'aroto<be confidered.as ql&irreprefenta^ion and fraud. 

Tirft, the pc^titipn ft^tjcs, that Catholic^ arc totally pro- 
^ibited frotn keeping, orufing weapons iot the defence oi 
%hx^ honCbs, families, ai^d perfons, whereby they are ex- ,, 
pQii:dto the -violence of burglary, robbery, or aflaffinaiionj 
this is' at once a f^ppreffion of truth, and a fuggcftion of 
fsdfehood ; they fupprcfs the truth, that all the ftatutcs 
ena%d to prevent Catholics from keeping arms in this 
kingdom^ give a power to the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
.Council to licence any Catholic they may tjiink fit, to keep 
and carry arms} and that no Catholic nobleman, . ^^ntie- 
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man, or Wen fiirmers of refpe^labljp charafters, have evei! 
bcenrcnifod iuch Hcences, vrhen they have properly a|>pl«e4 
for ^hem ; and that fuch licence is to he granted witbout 
any ' gratuity, fee, or reward, fare one fliflling for •tht 
writing thereof; and the;^ fuggcft a fiilfehood in fiattng^ 
that they are totally prohibited from keeping or ufing wea^ 
pons.* Next, ^n mentioning the ftatute ehafted for th« "^ 
Aipprefiion of a; dangerous Catholic b^anditti, called wh^e* 
boys, in the i cth ahd 1 6th years of his prefent Maje(ty*« 
yeigti,' who ravaged fevera) parts of tUs kingdom , by ihterr 
valSf for feveral years ; oxerciiing the moft unheard-of 
cruelties oti the peaceable and unofiending Proteftant in« 
habitants :jhey ftatc, that every Catholic of whatever dc-i 
gree, peer or peafant, is compellable by any maglflrate to 
come forwstrd, a'nd cbnviA himfelf^ of keeping arms iot 
his defence 5 or, if he refufes fo to convift himfeli; he may 
not only incur fine andimprifonment, but the vile'*and ipio^ 
minibus piinifliment of {)iilory ahd whipj)ing, In this para- 
graph alfo, the fuppreffion of truth, and fuggeftion o^ 
faliehood, are very notorious and remarkable : firfl, aH 
Catholics are not fubjcft to the provifions of this aft, but 
fucl^ only as are not duly licenced by the Lord Lieutenant 
and Privy Council, to' ^ecp or carry arms : fecondty, tht 
|ft provides, «« iThat no perfon (hall be convifted, or Incut* 
•« any penalty, for any offence, upon any confeffion or diC- 
<* CQvery he or fhe (hall make, on being examined, on oat It, 
^/ before a magiftrate, nor (hall any' fuch examination be 
^' given in evidence againft the perfon fo examined,' unlefs 
*f fuch perfon (hall be mdlfted for haying committed wilful 
V perjury on fuch examination.'^ From hence it appears to 
be utterly untrue, that any Catholic is compellable by any 
magiftrate, to come forward, and by his own confeffion 
toMiQ, himfelf of any offence, or that he can incur aiiy 
penalty for an offence difclofed by fuch confclfion. Thlrdlv, 
^ the petition i^ worded^ it is iniihuated^ thai'a t>erfoh ire- 
' • fijfin 
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' H6ng U> appear befotp a magiftrate, and to be e^muoed 
fts direAcd by the aA* may iacur the puniChment of fine 
and impriToameat, an^, alfb^ that of pillory and whipping^^ 
and en this part of tbea£k the petition mi^kes a moft pathetiCf 
and at the fame time an inflamipatory remark, for the pur- 
po(c of ezjdting the rdfeatmeat of their fe^ i but no Catho- 
lic, a$ the aA is worded> can be puni(hed at all» for refoC' 
ing to appear before a magUb:ate> and be examined accord* 
ing to the zfk, provided he has obtained a licence for keep? 
ing and carrying arms^ nor can he be puniihed in.any man- 
Mr, unlefa he ihall be iqdified^ triedt and convi£ted for 
fuMphrefafaU nor can the puniOiments qf fine and imprison-, 
ment» and, alfo, whipping and piUoryp be inflicted on the 
iame perfon, for the fame offence ; it is le^ to the difcretion 
of the ittdge, vha tries the oSender, if he ihall be found 
giulty^ to inflift the punifhment either of fine or imprifon- 
ipent, orjthat of pillory and whipping. And it is very well 
knowni that when a ftatnte gives fuch a difcretion, the 
punifliinent of pillory or whipping was never infli£led on 
any m^lefaflorsy bat on thofe of the loweft and meaneft 
4egree, as were indeed thegenerality x>f white-boys i for 
the fa{^efiion of whom thb ftatute was enafted. The 
aflertion, therefore9 thatall Catholics, peers or peafantSt 
may, by the (q>eration of this a£t, be fubje£ted to the igno- 
Quniotts punifhment of pillory and whipping, is a mtfreprei 
fentation. The petition, alfo, fuppreiles moft fraudalentlfi 
the laft claufe of this ftatute, which is in the words foTTcpv- 
ing:— r^*And whereas it is intended that this law (halt be 
'< in force no longer than public neceiEty (hall require ; 
?« be it further enaOied^ by the authority aforcfaid, that this 
«< z€t ihall continue in force to the 24th day of June, 17789 
*< and no longer/' This ftatute, it is true, has been con- 
tinued from time to time, becaufe the diforders, for the fiip- 
preffioa of which it was cnaftcd, have continued from time 
to timei na^^ fiqiilar diforders are now committing in the 
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counties of l.outh^ Monagban, Cavan» Meattfii and Dubi^ 
lin, by a banditti^ all Catholics^ catting themf^lvts De^ 
fendi^rs^ with a xAalignatit afUvity/ whic& has, as yet^ 
generally evaded or defeated the utmofl: cai:ertions of the 
Handing arctiy to fupprels them. But the Catholic petitioa 
iias omitted to ftafe, that this zA will expire with the BexC 
lellion of parliament, utilefs the outrages of their own fe£k 
fiiall fender it neceflaty to continue It. It will be naturally 
fuppofed by his Majefty and his miniftefs in England, from . 
the tragical complaints refpedting the incapability of Infli 
Catbolics to keep arms, contained in the petitibni that the 
iriih ftatutes have, in that particular, been rigidly executed. 
With what aftoniiQiment then muft they be ftruck, when' 

efe laws have been feldom put in execution^ 
and then never generally, but in fmall diftdiQs of the coun- 
try, which have been Infefted by dangerous commotionsji 
and iofurreAions of Catholics ! Mn Harris, in his- Hiftory 
f^King William, publifhed in the year 17459 ftates, that 
the a£k of the 7th of King William, entitled, «* An aft for 
« the better fecuring the government by difarming Papifts ;•* 
of which the aft of the 13th of George the Second, for 
diirarmjng Papifts, is an amendment, has been rarely exe- 
cuted, except upon the apprehenfion of invaiion or public 
diihirbance ; and even then, with all poffible lenity . and 
moderation: ^nd to' prove that the claufes in the aft of the 
ifth and i6th of his prefent Majefty, refpeCling the di& 
arming of CathoUcs, have lieVer been carried into execution, 
except Ip times of public iafurreftlon and difturbanc^ and 
then toO) aiQongft the meaneft of the people; and that no 
perfon has ^ver yet fuSered the puuiihment of pillory and 
whipping under that aft, I can fafely appeal to the teftimony 
of all the inhabitants of thiskingdom, whether Catholics or 
ProXcftaut>. Tbi^t CathoUc$j> in any degree fnporior to the 
nif ry lowcft of .the mob, Rsyer had any appreheniipn, chat 
tji^^Qvi^ons in this aft were intended to affcft tkeffl^ or 

ever 
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f;f.er.«|pttlid ln:.ex«cute<fcmaiaftithemt appeared sinoit^minU 
fellly duriog t^ie feafoa of volunteering in . this couatrj* , 
which eonu4enoed fubfequedt to c|ie paflSjng of that a£t ; the 
Catholics, not o^ly olix^d with Proteftants in moil of the 
Volunteer corps throughout the kingdomt were regimented, 
carried a^ms publicly, aud learned military tactics i but they 
formed themfeWes into large and numerous corps, well arm- 

edy accoutred^ and inftruAed to. military exercife» and 

^ - • .',. ■». ,, 

marched and appeared in military ariray.on all occafiocs, 
as other volunteers. I faW| myfelfi a corps of Dublin 
Tolunteersi called the Iri(h Brigade9 nineteen in twenty of 
which were Catholics, march through the city of Dublin, 
and clofe to ttie gates of the caftle, the refidence of his MaU 
jedy's Lieutenant, along with other *voluateers, to be re- 
viewed in his ilb^fs&j*s Fhoenix'park. I had the curiofity 
tocouQt the volunteers on that day, as it was a review of all 
the volunteers in the province of Leiniier ; t ftood on Efieat- 
bridge, and counted them accurately, and as well as I noW 
recoiled, they amounted to about two thouiand men, and 

no more } of which about dne third wer6 f^viceable men; 

' •■ ... * *.• 

if called to action ; of this whole niimber, the IriihBrieades 
aamounted to fix hundred, and all the other Volunteers of 
the city of Dublin amounted to about ^oiir hundred oAlyi 
fo that the Catholics of Dublin then in arms, without a man 
pf them having a licenfe to carr^ arms or haying ever appli- 
ed for one, exceeded all the Proteftaiit corps of the city o^ 
Dublin, by about two hundreci, and tbis in the view, %and, 
as it were, under the nofe of Government. Does not this 
prove to a demonftration, that the better fort of Catholics 
never imagined that the ftatute of the icth and i6thofbiS 
prefent Majefty tended to, or ever would be piit in cxeciitiM 
' againft them ? 

The next paragraph ot th^ petiti dti is o'n^ Continued mif- 
ceprefenUtioh. It fta{e$, ihat the perron^l profierty of afl 
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GatHoUds IS infecure, thai t&e ltf#a)isr#9 Md eacMrt^ the 
ffifobediefit chiM to tohform/ and dcpHt^ the Gttholk {>af- 
rent of -it 5 and tbat the fttHcr do^ ndt^ -by thfe-#urrend«*of 
his all, purchafc hts repofe, he 01^7 te attlieked farf ai^ bilU| 
if bis future induftfy be fdccefsfiii, tnd again ht jplnndei^di 
hj due proeefs of iavir. TBi^ r<iirre[A*dentatidii a^rifts^ eith^f . 
£rotn a miicoaftruAion of the a£t» of the 2d of Ad:ne^ chap; 
6th, entitledj <<'An aS to prevent the filrther growth o| 
« Popery 5" andof the Sthof Ann. chap; thethtrd,* mtltkd^ 
««'An a^ to explaift amd isimend the aforefaid a^ ofth^ 
fecondof Anne^ and the a^ of the 17th and tSth of hiir 
l^refent Majeily, chap. 49 ;" or^' from the fcheme of firaud^ 
and impoiition, fo uiiremittijiglj purfued through the whole 
performance; frohi the notes' annexed 10 the edition of this 
pctitiany publiflied by the Catholic ft^committee^ I ain 
<oavinced it didnor arife from ignorance, but from. pce« ' 
Hteditated deiign of xmpofltion; The two afbrefatd afiki of 
the 2d add dth of Queen Anae,: the firftto prereibtlthe 
growth of Popery, and the other to explain and amend the 
£rft, form but 'one a£l o£ parliament in efie£b, and areal* 
ways confidered, inlaw, as two parts of one whole: the aft 
cf thefecond of Anne, in feAion the third, gives the dm- 
leM-ming child of a Popiih parent, a right to file a bill in 
Chancery agahift the parent j ftating the degree and ability 
of th^ parent, and his or her conformity, and praying that 
the Chancellor may decree a maintenance aad portion to 
ftich child Out jof the parent's efftAs^ fuitaUe to the. degree 
attvd ability of fuch parent : the portion which the.aft.enri)' 
•lid the Chafii£dk>i^ to decree on fuch' bill, not to be payable 
till the death of fuch parent. . Under the word aUliiy, thit 
a^ fubjeAed both the real and perfonal eftate of the Gadio* 
He parent to the maintenance add portion of the cbnjbnii* 
ifig chtkl. Tbe a& of the ad of Anne, the Cathottcpii- 
iFents of that age, very eafily eluded by fiftltious conyeyaqiiai^ 
j^dgmeflts^ and incttmbrancas : and tker^was aUb ibme 
' -' ' difficulty 
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ia jreSfcSk tp aQfifoc^iiyb i^ .<h4^ !^ iatitle hixu to i^dtef 
9ii4n thm 9ft : ta remedy thefe defeAs t^e £batatc^>f t|^ 
9li|4ff AiiBI(«^^Wi£te.d9 giviag the coxi£g>Fmiag chi^ m 
W^ ^cm^dy ag^aft (b« C^oUc par^t, but it re^pj^feg , 
aoil fotltfi mh^ . ttl^ coofocmiiig child mtSi do, tp eo^^; 
hm to &9 P^ IhU ag^imft hif parent fi^r a- maiatt^matce . w^ 
fQitiiHi I and it objiigef tho parent to diffio^rar oa quiIh ,ti^ 
(nidTOhiC0fhi».neal Md ^at*faa«l eft9ite« ort^t ^ah^». 

alLiMM fide mifsmbvmix$^ % wMum i# thf ChaaoRttor «9», 
•Ued bff the Stii o£AiifieLlo ataito ai^j 49qrea en fiit^^l^ 
ftta&ch deciteeaf he waaetablodt^ a»ake bf thi( a^t'tClIwftl 
a4 «E Ansa ; wd he isalla^ panlctiJfiilf > raftr»iK9dl« ^ring: 
ihe life of the Catktfiia parent, from giviag aaaa a Ho bit! 
Fnnefta&t ooafe na iii ig chUd or ehiUbreo^ for fiippor^aa^i 
anaintaiiaace, tbao duo third of the perfipoal a&A rad-ei|a|iai 
of riiepaceot^ lodhearaskftatlUsectf togiireasdMiahlift^ 
af fae^ IB hhcfiicretaoD, laight thtok fit» It iaodmitloii^ 
dbat real efiiatat of GithoUct are exeoapted bam ai^ cfaaqg^^- 
for thmr confiinnhig diildreo, l^ the lava iooae tkae 6*01: 
eoaOcd in this kiogdom ; bat»itiafug9»fted« Ibatritpurpapi 
teal eftates ate Ail Iwble, whidi fuggeflioo isAaodblinfc 
the foUoiiriog qmbble : bf the aft ctf ^o i^ and iSth afi 
hpa pmfimt MstfeOf^ it ii amfte4» '* Tliat no iqaiotaoiiicer' 
<« orpoitioo 4iaUhe ^aiiloi«o aof di»t4 ofaPopMbpweMij 
^upos a UU filed sgaioft U(h parent, pvufufNttio the «Ab 
«^of theod of Q3088 Aooe, out of the fierfei^Afropfttf^ 
^ Sauk Papift, exoept out of foch loifei> whiah fi^y^'Dqyipi. 
^ hereafter take imderdK^pd9eia-gra0teA.jit^ l^J!fi4u| 
« 17th a&d i^achof 1^4 Id^efty ; ai^ thing j9a»tat|ie4 iil.9i|& 
o aft or Aatiueea theNfiomaarjrioAOf wifip tMMmtMiP#P^< 
'ilba 4Bifable ii ahasi thb oft ^vmpi^ ^« pcN^fe^'^fAaill Sf 
GaiiMlte &om niahiteaanceft and fri^tihfKMt^ 

ftoe, «i^ have hem doomd, 00 ahiH 4^ tosNlirilbtHiift 
efthe fdof jUme> aod not fawrm ai iitO Miifcca^ind fttiiiiy; 
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which CQiay be yet decreed, on a bill filed under the aft of 
the 1 8th of Anne, for it do^s hoi at all mention the tth of 
Annei but, I truft; I hate already ihewn that the bill givea 
to a conforming child under the 2d of Anne, is the very 
fame bill given under the Sth of Anne, that both aAs are t<^ 
be confidered' it different parts of one aA only ; and that 
if the Chahcelloir is prohibited by the 17th aiid i8th of hit 
prefent Majefty, fi-om giving any portion or mainteqancc td 
the cohfomiing child of a Cathdlic, On a bill filed by fuch 
tonfomiing child, pnrfuant td the 2d of Anne ; ht k al(<> 
prohibited^ from giving aiiy portion or maintenance to thtf 
conforniing child, oh a bill filed Under the Sth of Anne ; 
for both bills are oiie and the fame bill, with refpeft to 
iheir fcope and fi^ayet*, and the relief to be given upon thdm. 
It h ifiipoffibile to form a bill for maintenance and portion 
iinder the Sth of Aniie, which will not alfo be a bill for the 
fimie purpofe, under the 2d of Anne. And the words in 
the recited claufe of the 17 th aiid 18th of his prefent Ma-* 
jefty, « any thing contained in any aA or ftatute to the 
** contrary ndtwithftanding," form a fweeping daufe, in* 
dudtag the tth * of Anne> and every other ftatute, if any 
there i% wioch cotild in any manner ferve to countenance 
the quibble ; Leafes for long tetms of years taken by Ca« 
tholics, between the year 1778 and 17S2, are liable yet to 
maintenance and portions for conforming children {^ but Ca« 
thdlict iiiay eafily prevent it, either by felling fuch leafes^ 
dr furrendering them, and taking new ones for the remain- 
iet of the terms. No ihftance can be given of any bill filed 
jft Chancery by a conforming child againft a Catholic 
{Went, for portion and maintenance, fince the year 1778 ; 
iHiiich b a proof, if one was wanted, that no fuch bill is 
maintainable : and the Catholics of Ireland may reft aflured, 
fhat'they have full power and authority, as the laws now 
fland, to ftarve their conforming children, who depend on 
them for fupport, if any of them, hereafter, ihall dare te 
Muform to the Froteftant religion. 

.Vol.il Bh The 
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The two next paragraphs ftatc, the cxclufion of Catht- 
Iks from grand juries, unlcfs there bt a deficiency of Piro^ 
tcftants J and from petit juries in feme cafes ; and the con- 
fequences, deduced in the petition, of this exchifion, form 
a mafs of exaggerated mirreprefcntatioos and falfchoods. 
Of their cxclufion from grand juries, they Aate the follow- 
ing hardihips as the confequences : 

Firft, That they are deprived of that humaiic and eqiii- 
table principle of the law,, which fays, that no maU'lhall be 
foiivifted of any capital ofience, unlefs by the concurribg 
verdi£h of two juries of his neighbours and eqtials. 

Secondly, That they are thereby deprived of the grttt 
palladium of the conftitution, trial by their peers. 

And,'tbirdly, That it xsmanifcft iftjuftice, to have their 
property taxed in afieBTinents^ by a body from which they 
are formally excluded. 

As to the firft fuggefted hardOiip, it is^ falfehood. 
There is no principle of the law which fays, that no man 
fhall be convicted of any capital offence, unlefs by the con** 
curring verdifts of two juries of his neighbours and equals [^ 
the verdi£l'of one jury of twelve men, will convi£l or acquic 
any perfon who is tried before them for a capital crime ; and 
neither Catholic or Proteftant commoner, can be conviAed 
of any crime, capital or otherwife, except by the verdiA o£ 
twelve men, his neighbours and equals, (that is, tyelv6 
commoners, his pssps,) given upon his trial. This falfc* 
hood, I fuppofe, they will attempt to fqpport by a paflaga 
in Blackftone's Commentaries, mif-ftated by theth, and per- 
haps mifunderftood, which is as follows : << That no maoi 
*< can be convided at . the fuit of the King, of any i^apitat 
«< oftesce, unlefs by the unanimous voice, (not verdiA) of 
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<* twenty •four of bis equals, and neighbours.; that hf,bj 
*< twelve, at Icaft, of the grand jury, in the firft place, at 
*' fenting to the accufatlon, and afterwards, by the whole 
•* petit jury of twelve more, finding him gtiilty on his trial/* 
And in the preceding page, the famfc author ftates, ''That 
<• the grand jury are only to hear evidence on behalf of the 
<' profecution ; for finding an indidlmenc, is only in the na« 
f« tufe of an enquiry or accufation, which is afterwards to 
*« be tried and determined ; and the grand jury arc only to 
•« enquire, upon their oaths, whether there be fufficicnt 
*' caufe to call upon the party to anfwer it." Thus it i» 
evident, that a grand jury tries no man, and gives up verdift. 
Catholics . have the fame advantage as Protetlants of that 
maxim of law^ that no man can be conviiHied of any capital 
offence, except by the unanimous voice of twenty-four of 
his neighbours and peers ; that is, by the afient of twelve 
grand jurors, all commoners, to the propriety of putting 
tlie indidlment or the accufation into a way of trial, and to 
the determination of his guilt, by twelve petit jurors, all 
commoners alfo, and his peers, on their oaths on the trial» 
which is called a verdi£): ; and no Catholic can be found 
guilty of any capital offence, except by the unanimous voice 
of twenty-four of his neighbours and peers. 

The fecond hardfliip complained of, by the cxclufion of 
Catholics from grand juries, is alfo a notorious falfchood^ 
viz. that Catholics are deprived thereby of a trial by then: 
peers, for a grand jury tries no man, but only puts him iipon 
his trial, and Catholics, as well as Proteftahts, t an be only 

r « 

tried by their peers ; uhlefs the ridiculous affertion ihall be 
maintained, that Proteffant and Catholic commoners are 
not peers to each other, in the legal fenfe of the word 
^eers ; and Catholics may ferve indifferently with Protef- 
tants, in all petit juries, for the trialof all offisnccs, whether 
ipaphalor otherwifc, except offences under the Popery laws, 
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:l!uch asenlifting nieii for foreign fervice, &c, in which cafcf} 
it would be the highed abrardity to fuffer Catholics to fi^rve 
•n petit juries, to try perfdns for crimesi of which thej 
^hemfelves are daily guilty. 

*t*he third hardfliip deduced by the petition from the ex- 
elufioh of Catholics from grand juries is^ that it is manifeft 
* injuftice t6 have their property taxed in afielTinents by the 
grand juries, from ii^hich they are formally e:t:cluded; grand 
juries are felefted from among the principal gentlemen of 
the counties, at the difcretion bf the (heriffs ; they can;iot 
exceed twenty-three in number, a^d are nOtele£led; they 
are impowered by law to lay afleflments on the landholders 
jof the counties, for county purpofes ^ all the landholders 
without difiindlion are fubjeA to the payment of their feve- 
iral proportions of thefe a^eflments, which are geneirally ap- 
portioned by the number of acrea they refpeAively occopy.; 
the grand jurors themfehes pay as well as others ; and all t&e 
Proteftants of a county who are not grand jurors« have as 
much reafon to complain of thefe AfTeiTments as the Roman 
Catholicr* 

The hardfhip which the Catholics deduce from their ex* 

• * 

^uiion, in fome cafesi from petit juries is, that they are in a 
Worfe condition, in their native countiy, than aliens, foi^ 
aliens may demand ah equitable privilege denied to Catho- 
lics, of having half their jury aliens like tbenifelves. The 
exaggeration contained in this complaint is remarkable i 
they reprefent chemfelves in every cafe which can come to 
be tried before a jury, as id a worfe condition than aliens, 
though they are xiot.^xdaded from ferving^on petit juries pa 
any civil cafe, exceSt on trials o)F aftions between Proteftanits 
an^ Catholics ; and that too, provided they are challenged, 
;smd the challenge proved ; and they well know that (Uch 
challenges arc very faldOm made^ iior ar^ thej e^cli:|^ 

from 
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£r«im ^rfing on petit juries on the trial of anj criminal 
matter wbatfoevery e]|;cept on thie trial of offences under ttiQ 
Papery laws ; ii^ which cafes, as I have already obferved, it 
would be abfurd ^o peraiit theoi to ferve i the complaint 
alfo, that they are in a worfe condition thai^ aliens^ becaufe 
<|ueftion$ of property l^tweci^ them and Proteftants may^ 
perhaps, be tried by proteftants orly; (a regulation whick 
their own inveterate hatred of Proteftants, their univerfal 
claim to all eftates in this kingdom^ now enjoyed by ProteC- 
tants> as eftates oiF which, their ai\ceftors have b^en unjuftly 
deprived, and their envy of the induftry and profperity o£: 
Proteftants, made abfblutely necefiary) (hould open the eyes 
•f alt Proteftants in this country, and point out to them the 
'guilt and fraud of the Catholic party^ who are now coaxin^r 
and Toothing them into a furrender of every thing that can' 
give Proteftants any (ecurity for the peacisable. enjoynient of 
their religion, their lives, and their eftates, by itiling them 
'in their publications, their brethren ; when at the fame time 
their petitioii ftates th^t they look upon them(elves in a worfe 
condition than aliens, becaufe their claims of property, an^ 
the offences they may commit, are in fome few cales of abfo- 
lute neceffity for the fake of juftice, to be tried by Protef- 
tants only ', that is, by thofe whom they have lately affeAod 
to ftile their brethren. _ , 

I come now to the laft complaint in the petjitioii^ to wi(« 
the incapacity of Catholics to vote at the eledions of repre- 
fentatives in Parliament ; this incapacity they fet forth as the 

'' badge of unmerited difgrae eand ^nominy ; and as the caufe 
and bitter aggravation of alt their other calamities: In all 
the prior parts of their petition they deal in bold an d ihau^- 
lefsfatfehoods, in clumty groundlefs aggravation, in notori- 
ous mifreprefentation, fuppr^ffion of truth and miferable 

'quibbles ; but on the fubjeft of their incapacity of voting, 
tdkey liaVe e^temfted all their eloquencei all their art^ cunn- 
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ing, powers of deception, falfehood, aggravation^ mifrepr^* 
ientation, and all piteous and pathetic declamation, which 
lay within the ftores of the whole fraternity. They endca- 
vour to pcrfuade his majefly, that the deprivation of thcdec- 
tive franchifc has reduced them to the moft miferahlc ftatc^ 
it is poflible to 'degrade human creatures to; thatexclufion 
from the cleftive franchife, fubjefts ^hcm to every evil and 
misfortune to which human nature is liable. After this la- 
mentable exordium, they proceed to ftatc the evils particu-^ 

* 

larly, to which exclufion from the elcftive franchife fubjefts 
tbem. 

Firft, That they are taxed where they are not rcprefcntcd 
actually or virtually ; and bound by laws^ in the framing of 
which they have no power to give or withhold their 
affent. , . 

Secondly, that it happens continually, and from the ma- 
lignant nature of the law, of ne^ifity muft happeni that 
multitudes of the Catholic tenantry in divers counties in the 
kingdom are, at the expiration of their leafes, expelled from 
their tenements and farms, to make room for proteftaiit 
freeholders, to fupport the intcrcft of their landlord, and 
that this uncertainty of poflcffion of the Catholic tenantry, 
difcourages induftry and cultivation^' and prevents the ioi-. 
provement of the kingdom. 

Thirdly, that many Catholics, to preferve their familres 
from total deftrudion, and preferring perjury to fatnine^ 
fubmit to a nominal conformity againft tbek* confciencc« dud 
take oaths which.they do not believe. 

As to the firft grievance fuggcftcd to arife hotxx tht esp. 
cluiion. of Catholics from the eledive franchife, thatof the^ 
being taxed where they are not reprefentediidfially or vircu^ 
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allja and bound b; laws, in the framing of which t^^y can* 
not ezprefs aiTcnt or difleflt ; it is proper to obfcrvc, that in^ 
. all their late publiqationsi and in tlxis petition, they ftatc* 
that the Proteftanti of Irdaild amount to one-fourth of the 
inhabitants onlyj, which altogether amount to four naillion ; 
confequcntly the Protcftants, by their ftatenient, amount to^ 
•nc milKoa. The legiflature of this country, as well as of 
Englandj has thought fit to prefcribe certain qualifications,, 
without the pofleflion of which no perfon is allowed to vote, 
for rcprcfentatives in parliament; and by our cQiiftitutibn. 
the legiflature has an undoubted right fo to do. Qa? o* 
thefe qualificatiansy in Ireland, as to voters in counties Up 
Ihat every vdter fliaU have a freehold of the yearly value ojf 
forty OiiUings at the leaft ; another, Which extends to all. 
voters whether in counties or boroughs is, that the voters 
ihiil be Proteftants. It is computed that ajl pprfopS: wh» 
enjoy the elective franchjiie in Irelaad, whether ii^ copm1;ie% 
•r boroughs^ do. not exceed the number of flxty thoufand ;; 
fo tha,t (here are in Ireland^ nine huivir^d and forty thouCn 
and Proteftants who do not enjoy the eledlive franchlfe, 
admitting, for arguoient's fake, the calculations of the Ca-. 
tholics, as to tha relative numbers of the inhabitants of tht9 
kingdom, to be trae ; and the number of Proteftants ex- 
cluded from the eleAive franchife in Ireland^ are to thofe. 
Protcftants who enjoy it, in the proportion nesurly oCdghteea 
to one i hence, eighteen oujt of nineteen of the Proteftant 
inhabitants of Ireland are in the felf fame condition, inref- 
pe£l: to excluilonfrom, the eleiSiive franchife with the Ca>' 
tholics^ and i^the Catholic poiition is true, are no( afUuUy 
©r virtually reprefented in parliament. It muft be h«re re-, 
marked, that both in England and Ireland, the whole com- 
mons in the res^m have been hitherto fuppofed to be, both 
actually and virtually reprefented by the houfe of Commons, 
though the members of the • Ixoufc have not for ages paft 
been pleffcd by the whoje commons of the realm, but by 

comparatively 
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coihpkrsBvefy a finall part only 5 that Catholics, by confowi- 
ihg and qnalifying thcrafclvcs as the laws of the ftatc dir«a, 
may attain the cicfl:ivc franchifci an4 that all perfons ^lio 
poiSefs a capability of becpmiag eleflors, ttiough not a£tttally 
dehors, arc fappofed to be fcprdcntcd in parliatnent; I 
Drill not here enter into any further diiquifition reJTpefting 
aftualor virtual reprefentation» but I will venture to afiirm, 
that in large ftates, which poflTcfs cxtenfivc territory and 
population, it i» utterly imprafticablc to extend the eleftive 
franchift to all conditions of people, and at the fame time 
fupport any reguts^ form of government ; and that the plan 
of eledion, now adopted by the French aif^f&ns, will, as 
long as it lafts, be attended by anarchy, public confafioui 
iU3d talamuy. . 

The fecond evi{ which the petition ftates> that G^thoUoi 
ehdnre by their exclufion from the cle£tivefninchile, andon 
the fcore of which they utter the moft pitiful exclamations, 
is, « that &ch is the malignity ot this law of excli^Con, that • 
from its very nature, it is the caufc oPthe ekpixlfi<m of the 
patho ic tenantry from their farms, of the uncertainty of 
their tenures, and of the con{ec[U€nt defolation of the king- 
dom." This is one of the moft impudent falfehoods that 
ever was advanced in any age or country; there is fcarce one 
gentleman i.t this houfe acquainted with the internal fhite 
of this conn try, who does not know it to be a faliehood ; 
it being now the almoft univeriTaL mode of letting* lands in 
Ireland,- for the landlord to advertife his lands' at th'e expba- 
tipn of a leafe, to be let to the beft and higheil biddefi and 
to let thenx accordingly, without confidering the religion' of, 
the tenant, but merely his folvcncy, and the price ke otfcrs; 
but I wilt demonftrate it to be a falfehood from their own 
Hate of their cfefc. and their own reafoning. The Catholics 
of Ireland^ as they uate^ amount to thrte-fourths of the 
whole in habitants y the l^roteftsint inhabitants can^ therefore^ 

amount 



s^mount only to the one-fourth ; the Catholics, who appljr 
themfelves to farmiag and country builnefs, exceed the Pro- 
tenants of the fanie clafs in a much greater proportion than 
their relative numbers bear, from reafons not now necefl^ary 
to enumerate ; fo that fuppofing the Cathplie cakulation of 

aambers to be true, the Catholic furmer$ muft exceed the 

t. ^ ^ .■...'.- . . * ^ . ♦ 

Proteftants in the proportion of at leaft fix toooe* Hence 

it isimpoilible that the aflertions contained in ^he Catholic 

petition, refpefting the e^ptilfioti of Catholic tenantry iit 

favour of Proteftants, can be tnih$ bccaufe, ifaProtef* 

tant landlord wa« ever fo much inclincid to expel his Cgtho- 

. lie tenantry, and fabftitute Proteftaats ii| theif* room, it it 

impofEble for him, frdm want of Proteflftnt^i to gratify Ifack 

inclinations ; and it is evi^lent to demonftratibn, from the 

i^atement of the Catholics in the |)etitron> that fix parts ii| 

feven of the kingdom inull be laid wafte, and the F^ot^ilant 

landlords all ruined, if they (hbuld expel their Catholic 

< »' ■ .^ - \ • • • '• \ . ^ 

tenantry, in expeftation of procuring Proteftant tenants. 

Thus I have convifled the Catholics of downright falfe- 

hood in this particular, from their own ftatement in their 

petitiont 

The third grievance, which the petition alledget to 1^ t 
confequence of the exclu&on of Catholics from the elefitve 
^iraiichife, and for the remedy of which they appeal witk 
the greateft energy to hfe Majefty*fi piety, clemency, ani 
commiferation, is» that fcycral Catholics, to prevent' them.- 
felves h'om being expelled from their £^ms, and ^therebft 
with their families becoming the prey of famine,' confornft^ 
to the Proteftant religion 9^inft their confcieiices, and 
perjure themfelves by taking oaths they do not believe. 1 
have already fliewn that no ffach grievance as tbe.txptilfio» 
of Catholics from their farms in confeijuence^f elcAioneei^ 
ing fchemes exiles, or ever did exift^ inthis kingdom : and if 

the ftateinent of the Catboficsi^ contained in their petitioiiy 

be 
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be truei it is .impoffiblc it couid| or can exist, and therefore 
no fach confeguence can follovr from it as this third pre- 
tended grteyaoce. I do indeed admit, that at all county 
eledioas in this kingdom, there are to be found Catholics 
wic](;pd enough to perjure themfelves by fwearing that they 
are not .Catholics, to enable themfelves to vote ; and this; 
is partly. admitted in the writs of Edward Byrne, after 
mentioned^ but they do this voluntarily, and are not in- 
duced by any p^peffity or canfes,'fave their depravity, ava- 
rice, and perhaps ambition, to do fo ; and I hope the elec< 
tion bM7s in this kittgc^m will be never changed on account' 
pf fuch wic:ke(} mifcreants, who are. as ready to perjure 
themfelves on any other account, if paid for it, as oh elec- 
tions ; and who have caufed the words ** Irifli evidence'' 
to be echoed throughout Great Britain, as terms of pro* 
verbhtl difgracc to this country. 

. * 

Thfi pftUiop, after fiating a firing of grievances, whicli^ 
I have (hewn never had exiftence, as proceeding from thr 
cxclujion of Catholics from the eleftivc franchife, then pro^ 
ceeds to claim this franchife as a tight, and founds the claim 
of right of the Catholics on as bold untruths as any contain- 
ed in the fordis^rpart of their petition, or rather bolder; 
for the principal falfehood on which the petitioners ground 
it, flands refuted by the pobUc records, by a£t of parlia- 
ment,, and by hiilory; and this falfehood alfo, includes a 
libel on the Proteflant government of this country fince the 
revolution, a^ grpundlefs and malicious as ever ydt was ptib- 
lifhed.^ The petition ftates, " T?hat the right of franchife, 
^* that »r <>f ek&ive franchife, was fecured, at leaft to i 
** great part of the Catholic body, by the treaty of Lime- 
•<« rick^. in i69i> guaranteed by King William and Queen 
« Mary, .and finally confirmed and ratified by parliament ; 
' « notwithftanding which,' and in dircft breach of the pub- 
.<<lic fidth of the natioAi thus folemnly pledged, forwliictL 
' their 
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'< their anccftors .paid a valuable coDfiderationi in the fur- 

** render of their arms and a great p&rt of the kingdom, and 

•< notwithftandii^g the moft fciaipul6us adherence on the 

«* part 0/ the Catholics on the terms, of the laid treaty, and 

« their unremitting loyalty from that day to th« prcfentf 

" the ftid right of elective franchife va« finally and univcr- 

" Tally taken away from the Catholics pf beland, fo tatefa|| 

^« the firft year of his Majefty King George the Second/.' 

It will not be very difficult to cxpofc *he nqtorjous falfcr 

hoods of evejry part of thi? p^iragraph. The whole body of 

Irifli Catholics, after the abdication of King James II. j^^i 

Englaitd, took up arms, under the pretence of fupportipjf -^ 

his title to the crown of Ireland ; bqt in rcj^lity for the pur- ^ 

pofe of overturning the Protcftant ccclefiaftical.efiabKflMB^nt 

in this kingdom, and fubilituting Popery in its {lead ; anjl 

of feparating this cpuntry for ever from England 5 as all pf?^ ^^-ik 

fons who have read the proceedings of the pretended parlia* 

ment held in Dublin, under the authority of King Jamci in 

1689, muft bo convinced. TheProteftantsofthbkingdotft v ^ 

took up arms in their own defence, and were fupported bf* :. 

a formidable army, fent from England by King William, tp , \ i 

their afliftance ; after two years of a bloody and deftru^itiet * " y 

civil war, the Catholic forces, every where routed .and 1^. 

defeated, vere driven into the city of Limerick, in'whichV 

in the autumn of the year 1691, they were clofcly heficgciLe 

by the generals offing William, and the Proteftant armf* 

under their command. Pent up in this city, the Cathp]ti:^ 

army was reduced to enter into articles pf capitulation. witk .- ' 

the general of King William, the Baron de Ginckle, on 

the third day of O£lober, 1 69 1^ which capitulation is {tiied^ 

the military . articles of Limerick} thefe military articles ^^ - 

relate folcly to the Catholic regular armv and rapparccs, a • - 

kind of irregular Catholic .banditti^. then in. armsiiitjb^; 

counties of Limerick, Cork, Clare, and Kerry^ aadtathe * 

garrifon of the tpwQ Qi SUgQ^ which had iiiiTenfikired on ^ 

thC: ' 
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the 15th of September preceding. The chief condidpii^ 
ftipuiated by theic military articles, relate to the fafe tranfi 
.port^ion into France pf fuch officers and foldier» of that 
army^ as (houid choofe to embark for that country. Qf tli^ 
whole Catholic army only three principaL officers^ to wit^ 
Brigadier Clifford, (an Epglifliman) ; Colonel Henry Lut- 
reilf and Colonel Purcelli chofe to day at home ; together 
vith fome officers of inferior rank» and private foldiers ^ 
the reft, to the amount of twenty thoufand men^ chofe t9 
embark for France, and were tranfported thither according^ 
ly. See Harris's JLife of King Williami pages 351 an4 

EzcluGye of this military capitulation, there was another 
capitulation figned by the lords juftices and General Ginckle 
on the one part, and by the Catholic gentlemen of landed 
property, amongft whom were Sir Garret DHlon, Sir 
Theobald Butler, and John Brown^ Efq. three Catholic 
lawyers of great eminence^ on tde other psirt. T^^is capitu- 
lation is called, the Civil Articles of Limerick ; they are 
twelve in number, with a kind of poftfcript, folely relating to 
Colonel John . Brown, and the firft of them only relates to 
Roman Catholics (not Catholics) of Ireland m general, and 
is confined entirely to certain fiipulations re(pe£liog the 
exerciie of their religion. The laft of thefe articles is in the 
words following : <* Laftly, the lords Juftices and general 
</ do undertake, that their Majcfties willratify thefe articles 
<< within the fpace of eight months or iooner, and ufe their 
^< utmpft endeavours that the fame ihall be ratified and con- 
*' firmed in parliament." It is proper here to obferve, that 
jfs th« King has no power by our con(^itution> Jto makeiaws 
by his awn authority to bind his fubje£b, laws relpe^Of 
internal government .and the regulation of hiskjcigdom, 
jouft be ezuidicd ty parliament. T'he King, his depQ^ ^ 
fWnralsj had no power to contraft abfolutely with the Ca- 
tholics 
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tholics of this kingdom, his oWn fubjcA^, tbea in aftual 
rebellion againft him> for any civil privileges or immunitie> 
whatfocvcr,' parliament alone has' the powcf* of making fach 
contrails; and it appears by this i^th article; that the able 
lawyers who coiiduAed this capitolatton oh the part of the 
Catholics, perfeAly well underftood the conftitntibn in this 
point ; and they muft have alfo known, that every law made 
by psairliament, is again revocable and repealable by parlia^^ 
ment ii any tinie, when dther the fame parliament, or <b 
fncceediiifg One, may think it fit and expedient to repeal it; 
The crown could not perform any part of thefe civil articles^ 
nor could it cohtra£t to perform any of them, except fuch 
part of them as related to the releafe or reftoration of fl^k 
tftates as were liable to forfeiture, or had been fei^ed orfor* 
feited, on account of the rebellion, which became thereby 
the property of the crown ; and fo far, and no farther, 
could the crown ratify the civil articles of Limerick, or 
guarantee them in any manner. The Catholic army, as to 
the reft of the civil articles, furrendcred exprefsly on the 
condition, that the crown jDbould ufe its utmoft influenc^e 
to prevail on the parliament to ratify them ; fuch engage- 
ment the crown fulfilled with the utmoft good faith: and 
if the crown, after exerting its utmoft influence with parli9H 
ment for the purpofe, was unable to prevail on the parlia- 
ment to ratify thefe civil articles in their full extent, aiwas 
the cafe, the capitulation of Limerick was in no wife infringe 
ed ; the crown and the rebel army in Limerick having onljf 
contra£led, that as much of thefe articles as could be per« 
formed by the crown, and as much as fhould be afterwatdf 
ratified by parliament, fhould be carried into execution* 



There is not one of thefe dvil articles of Limerick 
lectires the enjoyment of the eledive franchife to the Cathci^ 
iics oi Ireland, or to any jpart of them, or recogidzet in vtif 
iftanner thdf right to fuck bm^c, m fiated m iSt» f^ 



^ 



%^9 CoHedanea Polftfca; -^ 

tidti^ or even mentions it. The article on ^hicH fomej^ 
thoHc writers have attempted to ground their aflertiont^ 
refpefting rights pretended to be acquired by the articles of 
Limerick, is the fecond article. It is in fubftahce as follows: 
** That all the inhabitants or refidents of Limerick, or any 
^ other garrifon then in poileffion of the Iri(h, and all of- 
« fieers and foldiei^ then in arms under any cbmmiffim. of 
<^ King James, or thoie authorized by him to grant the 
M fame, in the feveral counties of Limerick, Cork^ Clare, 
.<< Kerry and Mayo, or any of them, and all fuch, as are 
*' under their prote£Hon in faid counties ; a^d alLcommifS* 
<^ oned officers in their Majefty^s Quarters, belonging to the 
« Iri(h regiments in being, that were treated with, and 
<< were not prifoners ofwar, or had taken prote£U^n, who 
^^fliould return i and fubmit to their Majefty's obedience^ 
<* their and every of their heirs, (hould hold, poflefs,; and 
^< enjoy, all and every of their eftates of freehold and inherit 
<> tance, and all the rights, titles, and interefts, privileges, 
« and immunities, which they, and every, or any of them, 
M held, enjoyed, or were rightfully and lawfully intitled to, 

' *« in the reign of King Charles the Second, or at any time 
*' fince, by the laws and ftatutes that were in force in the 
^ rtign of King Charles the Second, difcharged of all ar<« 
^< rears o^ quit and crown rent, incurred fince Michaelmas, 
•< ii&8, to the day of the date of the. articles ; provided 

' ^ that no perfon whatfoever (hould have or enjoy the benefit 
'< of that article, who fiiould negle6l or refufe to. take the 

"^^^ oath of allegiance made by a£l of parliament in England^ 
<^ in the firft year of the reign of King William and Queen 
" Mary, when thereunto required. 

>' It is now necefTary to fee how much of thcfe civil articles 

Vwere ratified by parliament ; firft oMerving^ that all the 

froteftants of this kingdom were highly difiitlsfied- with iht 
• • " *^ ^ • • * #'i 

icafpiliilatioa in ' gcoei^^l V as the Catholic troops, Vho had 

V v.; treated 
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treatc4 them with the greatcft cruelty and fcvcrlty for three 
years preceding, wire thereby not only exempted boru all 
"punifhm^nt for their rebellion, but were fecured ia the 
pofleffion and enjoyment of all their eftates, without mak^ 
ing the fmallcft compenfatie)n to the Proteftant* for all the 
ravages they had for three years preceding committed on 
their property. On infpcftion of the ftatut« of the ninth 
of William, chapter the fecond, intitledj *< An aft for 
confirmation of articles made at the furrendtr of the city of 
Limerick, v^hichaftpaffed inthe year 1697,** (fornofooner 
could the Irifh parliament be jircvailed on to ratify any 
part of thofe articles,) it will be found that the Iriih parFta- 
ment did not ratify the firft civil article refpcfting feligion, 
or any part of it ; and as to the iecond article, th^ parlia- 
ment fpecially ratified it in the fenie and intendment con- 
tained in the aft, and not otherwifc. They r^jefted out of 
their ratification of it the words, « and all fuch as are under 
«« their proteftion in the faid counties,*' thereby excluding all 
pcrfons from the benefit of the fecond article, except the 
inhabitants of Limerick, and the officers and foldiersof the 
Irifli army. To the words " all rights, titles, and interefts, 
privileges and immunities,'' the parliament added thf words, 
« to the faid eftates of freehold and inheritance belonging ; 
and that the reftoration of the perfons complied in the 
•fecond article thus ratified, fhould only extend^ or be c6n- 
*ftrued to extend, *to the reftoring of the faid perfons and 
every of them, to their laid eftates of freehold and m^yt" 
rltance, againft his Majefty, his heirs, and fucceiTors^ ^n as 
large and ample manner as they fhould have enjoyed the 
tame, had they not been guilty of the rebellion afoirefaid, 
and not otherwife, or in any other manner*," thereby ex- 
prefsly declaring, that though thefc Catholic eftates ^er^ 
rcftored to Catholics, freed from any forfeiture to the crawa^ 
yet that they were to hold them fubjeft to fuch limitatioiii^ 

conditions^ and rcftriftlonsi as the parl^am^Pt'of^Ireljiul 

Ihouldi 
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iliovld^ from time to time, pleafe to annex to them. T%i 
aft then procccdisd to ratify others of the civil articles, but 
fome werfe totally omitted. Anf perftn wh<J has an incli% 
natioii td fee si full and able refutation of this calumny, that 
the capitulation of Limerick was infringed, may find it in 9 
pamphlet wi*itten by a very Itoned i&ember 6f this hovfei 
(Dodtot Arthur Brown, one of the rcprefehtatives of the 
Univerfity 10 parliament,} publiflied foihe years ago, and 
btely republilhed in this city. I have faid enough refpefU 
ing thcfe articles foi: my ptefcnt purpofe ; — now let os exan 
inine what pierfons could become intitled to any benefit uui* 
ddr the fecond of the civil articles of Limerick ; certsunly 
the foldiers and officers of the Catholic arniy^ aiid the in* 
habitants of Limerick, or any other garrifon then in po& 
feffiozi of the Irifii (which were two bnly, to wit, Clare 
Caftle ahd Rofs Caftle, very fmall, infigniflcant fortrefle^ 
in which there could be veiy few inhabitants except theilf 
garrifoiis j and this too, on the condition of theit returning 
and fubmittirig to th^ir MajdAjes << obedience, and taking thi 
oath of allegiance, if required.'' I have (hewn ^iKlcfy that 
iiine-tenths of the Catholic arxtiy rejefied this conditioa^ 
went to franct, and abandoned their country and eftates^ 
and the elective franchiie never was guaranteed by this fe*- 
cond article, to the few Catholics who flayed in their coun« 
try, and performed the condition contadned in the article^ 
by the words of the article as ratified by parliament. The 
words of the article are, that they (hould be reftored %6 theil* 
cftates of freehold and inheritance, and all tk^ rights, titles, 
and interefts, privileges atid immunities, to the faid eftatet 
bebnging, as they held them in the reign of Charles the 
Second ; and the aft of ratification exprefsly fiatcs, that 
this claufe in the articles is to be confidered only as reftor* 
ing Catholics to their eftates, freed from any impeachment 
on fcore of forfeitute to the crown^ for their Mbeiliont; alid 
therefore it never can be conftrued fO| at td bar the patli»- 

meftt 
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1 « 

MCfit from catting off from thefe eftttes any prl^ge» $iw 
nextd to thexn, the extrdfe of whick, whiUl the eftat^ 
remaned i](i the hands of the Catholics^ would be prajudioU 
al to the ilate. The word% << rights, eitU% and imereiWy 
privileges aQdimmtmities/' are Hiefe vrdrdd of eonvcfincai 
9ml ^flurance ; and frequently vSed ^in conveyances of ti> 
ittcSf and fignzfying nothing more than that the granteej 
has, by the conveyance, the full dombioA over the eftatesi 
be^des, it cannot be argued without maEifeft abfurdky, thM 
any privilege annexed to thefe eftatcs, very few in numbeTi 
and TCry inconfiderable, which the handful of Catbolicsn 
who qualified themfelves to take the benefit of the articles^ 
Were at the time of the date of the articles intitled to, ztJ 
tftched to the perfon of the Catholic; he pofiTeiTed any aa«' 
aezed privileges, only in virtue of his pofiefiion of the cA 
tate, and they expired with his title to the land; neither can 
Catholics poffibly claim any privilege, annexed by the art!** 
cles of Limerick^ to the few eftates which the few qualified 
Catholics then became entitled to und^r thefe articles, as 
annexed to eftates, which Catholics have purchafed lined 
the date of the capitulation. 

1 truft I have faid enough fully to pr^\ that the eleftiv4 
franchife was tiot fecured to any Catholics whatfbcver, by 
the articles of capitulation of the city of Limerick* in Oc- 
tober 169:1, and, never was guaranteed by King William 
and Qneen Mary, nor ratified by parliament ; that the 
whole ftate of this bufinefs, as fet forth in the Catholic 
petition,' is a fl:ring of continued falfehood; and that ^ body 
Qtf people, who, in defiance of all public records, can carry 
to the foot of the throne fo^notorrous an untruth, and,i 
ikough petitioners cannut conceal their hatred and animo^ 
fity againfl; thofe whom they affeft to ftile their Pyoteftani 
brethren, but ftuflT their petition with falfc, rancorous, 
and malignant libels againft the Proteftant government of 
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this kingdom, aflcrting therein that the articles of Lunerictc 
were infringedy and a direct breach thereby ma4c. of the 
public faith of the nation, folemnly pledged to tbeoij ar/c fo 
ht from meriting any.favour frqm this h^ufe as yet,, (thank 
God !) Pr.Qteilants ( that this bonfe ihoukl rather feriouily 
confider, whether they ought not to re-ena£t the penal qqda 
of Popery laws, or fome part of it, which miftaken lenity 
has induced them withia thefe few y<ars to r^pealj and 
whether the exigency of the titf^s does not now demsyd 
inch conduA from tbeiut 

I cannot forbear here obfer^ing the deception of this pe- 
tUton, in its introdoflion of the capitulation of Limerick ^ 
it dignifies it by the title of a treaty, and ftates tbf^ the Ca^ 
tholics purchafed the benefits pf this treaty, b^ the valq- 
^blc confi^cration of furrendering their arms, ^n^zpe2t 
part of the kingdom. Treaty is gjcnerally uied to lj|;nify 
an agreement between parties on fome footing of equality 
with each other, at leaft rcfpcfting the fubjeft n^atter of the 
agreement; but the bufinefs at Limerick in idpl, wasa 
capitulation agreed to by the Englifli generals, from ill- 
judged unfcafdn-'jic mercy, and with a band of rooted trai- 
, tors, fairly fouv"^j^wn, the refuge pf the fwordi ioctofcd 
like rats in a tru,\ a little town, Jo a corner of the kingT 
dom, from whence they had no poffibility of efcaping^ and 
in whioh they could make neither effeftual nor Ipng re« 
fiftancej the certain viftims ofthe avenging gibbet, 9r|h? 
fword ; fuqh was the treaty f 

. As to the confederation : the Catholic troops at ihe time 
of the furrender had no fortrefs in the kingdpm.ia. their 
hands, except the caftles of Rofs and ClarCj both pf which 
could be reduced by two fixpaunders j and the city of 
Limerick, at that.time battered to pieces about th^i*i^r», 
apd foB[ie mountainous tra£k of difficult ;iccefi in the feve- 
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tdX counties of Cork» Eerrj, Limerick^ Clare and lAayo, 
occupied by detached parties of Catholic troops, withoiit 
fpod» raiment or ammunttioni and which might have been 
cleared of them in a fev weeks, by a fmall part of the Pro* 
teftant army; fuch was their valuable confideration, aa4 
fuch the confiderable part of the; kingdom, they fur- 
rendo^ed. 

The pethion next demands the eleftive firanchife for the 
Catholics as a right, from their unvarying loyalty, anddu* 
tiful fiibmiffion to the laws ; from their fervice in the £lepta 
and armies ^ and their paying oi ts^xe^. 

As to their loyalty and Ibbmiffion to the laws, I have al« 
ready fliewA the falfity oi fuch a pretence ; as to their fer« 
tice in the fleets and armies, I fuppofe (bme of the n^eaneft 
and niojft indigent Catholics at times do enlift in the armies, 
and 'enter in the fleet, from all poft&pf tmft and emolument 
In which, as their petition ftates, they are excluded ; bu;fc 
then the Catholics, both gentlen;ien and yeoman, fupply, 
and have heretofore fupplied the French wd. Spanifh 
armies with foldiers and mariners in a much greater pro* 
portion. As to the payment of taxes, the Catholics of Ire- 
^hind are fully recompenfed for it, by being very effeffaially 
proteAed by juA and equal laws, both in their perfons and 
properties, vrithout their having any reafonable demand on 
theftate^ toinveftthem with political power and influence, 
on the fcope of fuch payments. 

The petition ftates, that the right of elec);ive franchife 
was Anally and univerfally taken away from the Catholics of 
Ireland, fo late as the firft year of his Majefty King George 
the Siscond. This truth is di%raced by a fuppreffion of part 
of the trij^h ; for they ihould have ftated, that.it was ^ot 
t)ie firft time, nor the fecond time, that, the parliamLent of 
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Ireland attempted, by their afts, to difabie Catholics trom 
voting at elcftions for members of parliament ; and fuch 
was the avowed difaffeftion of Irifh Catholics to the fuc- 
ceflion of the houfc of Brunfwick to the throne^ as fettled 
by the Englifh aft, intitled, <« An aft for the ifurther limita- 
tion of the crown, and better fecuring the rights and liber* 
ties of the fubjeft/' for many years after the revolution, that 
the Irifh parliament, in the fccond year of Queen Anne, 
1703, thought the obliging of Catholics to take the oaths ojF 
allegiance and abjuration prior to their being allowed tp 
vote for members of parliament, wasa fufficient bar to their 
voting on fuch occaiions ; and acordingly it was enaftcd by 
the aft of 2d Ann., chap. 6th, fee. 24, as follows : ^< And 
lor prcirentiog Papifls having it in their power to breed 
difitnfiofi amoBgft Froteilants, by voting at ekftions foir 
inembers of parliament, be it enacted, that from sind afte^ 
the 24th day of March, 1703, no freeholder, burgefs^ free- 
man, or inhabitant of this kingdom^ being a Papift^ or 
prof&filng the Popifh religion, ihall at any time hereafter be 
^capable of giving his or their vote, for elefting of knights of 
siny fhires, or counties, within this {cingdom; or citizens of 
bufgefTes to icrve in any fucceeding parliament, without firft 
repairing to the general qusirter ieSions of the p^ace, to be 
holden for the counties, cities, or boroughs, wherein fadi 
Papifls do inhabit and dwell, and there voluntarily taking 
the oath of allegiance, and alfo the oath of abjuratioo, 
and obtaining a certificate thereof from the clprkof th« 
peace." Again, in the fecond year of George the Firfl, 
chap. 19, fee. 7, it was enaftcd, " That no Papift fhould 
v'ote at any cleftion for members of parliament, without 
having taken the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, iii^ 
calendar months before the day of eleftion, and thai if h^ 
did, he (hould forfeit one hundred pounds^ on contiftiofli 
half to the informer, half to the king.^ 

As 



As all the Catholics of Ireland, ^s ho were of age able to 
take arms, had e/)g^ed in the rebe)lipn, iatheyear^ X^Sp^ . 
i6$^o, and 169 1, the eflates of almoft all the C^toolica of 
Ireland, except the few who cjualified themfelves tp take tb« 
bene6t of the capitulation of Limerick, became forfeited by 
that; rebellion, and were granted to Pr oteftants ^ fo tha^ 
after the final reduftion of the Iri^ rebels, in 1 691, tho 
number of Catholics, who enjoyed freehold or inheritaWa 
cftates was very fmall, and they were excluded by the lawf 
ficom all corporations ; hence the number of Catholics qua* 
lified from their property to vote for members of parliaments 
was at the time of thq^ pacification of this kingdom, after, 
the revolution, fo very infignificant, that they could give 
no alarm, to, nor excite the attention of the legiflature ; 
but the cafe began to alter in procefs oi time» and many , 
Catholics had obtained freeholds and eftates of inheritance 
liefore the fecon4 of Anne, »nd became troublefcnnc ta 
Proteftants on cleftion^, The legiflature thcrofore^ in the 
fecond of Anne, thought §t to ercft the barriers agaipfl 
votes, which I have already mentioned. This barrier wav 
firen^thened by the ad of the fecond of Geocge the firfir ; 
bKut Catholic ambition by degrees overturning their religiovji 
principles and inducing them to take almoft any oaths* ra~. 
ther than be excluded from political power ; the iriih par'- 
liamenti in the firfl year of George the Second, found it 
abfolutely neceffary, for the prefervation of the Proteflant 
cftablilhment in church and (late, utterly t# incapacitate all 
Catholics from voting at the election of any members to 
ferve in parliament ; which aA, in that particular, has 
been ftrcngthened and confirmed by every a£i of parliaBicnt 
CQade fince, to regulate theeleflions of members to fervc ia 
parliament. 

Having thus cxpQfed to this houfc the nt)toriou$ falfc^ 
Jfoods aodmifrepreieptauon contained in tbi$ petition, pre-* 
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tending to exhibit the ptefent ftate o^ the Catholics In thW 
kingdoia i but being really a fsdfe and libellous jcomplaint to 
tbt king againft the parliament and government of thil 
kingdom) for a century pad ; the principal contrivers and 
compilers of which are well known in this city to be perfons 
0f the- moft obicure parentage and meaneft education, who 
have accuinttlated wealth, partly by the moft infamous means 
^nd partly by the indulgence of our conftitution^ admif aUf 
adapted to encourage the exertions, and prefer^re the acqui- 
filions of induftry to every fubjeft ; perfons who have a^ 
bandoned all pretcnfions to charaAer, and whofe impudence 
renders tbem proof againft the aftaults of fcom and diigracej 
the furies which ccnftantly haunt the libeller and the liarj 
I ihall now lay before the houfe, what the real fiate of the 
Roman Catholic fubjefts . of this kingdom ii. It Is very 
plain from what I have already ftated, that the laws, as they 
Slow ftand, fecure to them the fulleft and moft perfe£t en- 
joyment of their religion, liberty, and property, both real 
and' perfonal, together with the compleateft powers oJF z^ 
^uifition % they are deprived of no advantages enjoyed bjr 
Proteftants, except of political power^ which if we. flijfl ? be 
ib mad as to give to theiHi the prefent frame of this govern- 
,inent miift be thereby difiblved^ and the fiate uprooted 
irom its deepeft foundation. 

ft « 

In refp^A to their exc^ufion from all places of truft and 
^emolument, civil and military, and from corporations,' tbt 
Irifb Catholics are on the fame footing with diflenters of all 
denominations in England ; Roman Catholics art excluded 
from degrees in the Englifh as w^U as in the Iriih univerfi- 
ties ; they arc equally prohibited in England from endowing 
fchools for the education of their youth, as in Ireland ; but 
in both countries they may eftablifh as many fchools as they 
/pleafe for the education of their youth. Catholics idlrdahd 
are prohibited from keeping arms j no fiich prohibition is 



Collectanea l^olitica* 398 

in England; but every Iriih Catholic of any rank aboTf 
the mere working artizan or peafant may obtaiii a licence 
to keep, and carry ^arms, at the expence of one fhillingi' 
if be thinks fit to apply for it ; and that the laws probibiiw 
ing the Catholics from the ufe of arm» have not been put 
into execution in Ireland, except ^n times of public common 
tlon^ is evident) as thoufands of Irifh Catliolics carried arms 
during the feafon of volunteering, without having procured 
any licence whatever. I believe Catholics may vote at the 
eleflion of county reprefentatlves in England, ferve on- 
grand jurie$^ but certainly they are excluded from voting for 
ireprefentatives for boroughs, becaufc they are excluded 
from corporations. The only difference then in thefittia« 
iion p£ Catholics in England and in Ireland, is that Catho* 
lies in Ireland may be deprived of arms, unlefs they obtain 
licences for uling them i that they are excluded from being 
members of grand juries, unlefs there fhall be a deficiency 
of Proteftaat gentlemen of rank to compofe them; and in 
« few cafes they may, on challenge, be excluded from petif 
juries j and that they are incapable of voting on elections ol 
county reprefentatlves in parliament. 

Whence has this difTerence naturally ariien ? from tht 
difierence of the circumftances and fituations of the tw# 
countries. The Catholics in England do not amount toon^ 
in one hundred, of the whole nation ; they regard ail other 
<£ngli{hmen as tHeir countrymen, and do not claim all, or 
any of the landed eftates of England, as their natural birth* 
rights, except fuch as they are themfelves lawfully pofieSed 
of ; they have not been fubdued by their ProtdUnt country* 
itien after a feries of the moft bloody contefts, in three . 
fucceffive defolating wars, nor do they entertain any ani* ; 
jBofity againft them on the fcore of mutual flaughter and 
confifcations. In all thefe particulars the circumftances and 
limation of Ireland are dire^y the reverfe. To take the ^ 
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proportion of Catholics and.Prot^ants in Ireland fro a th» 
petition, the Irifh Catholics exceed the Proteftants in th« 
proportion of three to one. The Iri(h Catholics have been 
fiibdued in three great rebellions fince the commeacemene 
0f the reign of Qneen Elizabeth by EngUih Proteftant 
anhiesi and the lands and eftates of the rebels diTidei 
smoDgft the foldiers of the conquering troops ; the defcen^ 
dants of which foidi ers, compofe at this day the irtiole, or 
infinitely the greater part^ of the Proteftants of this coan^ 
try. The firft great divifion of bnded property in this 
kingdom, was made by King James the Firft, who fuc- 
eeeded Elizabeth, amoAgft his Eogliih and Scottiflbi fabjeftsj 
out of the forfeitures of the rebels who adhered to the earl 
Tyrone, whofe rebellion was not fupprefted till the clofe of 
the reign of Elizabeth. The fecond great diviCon was made 
amongft the Engliih ibldiers who feryed tmder Cromwell^ 
when he had completely (ubdued the Iri(h CathoUcs^ 
out of the forfeitures of the rebels, who commenced that 
/ atrocious rebellion againft King Charles the firft, in which 
they mafiacred many thoufands of innocent Proteftants^ 
men, women, and children, in cold blood \ the diviiion. 
then made, was in the reign of King Charles the Second ^ 
legally confirmed by the a£l of fettlement and explanation. 
The third great divifion of landed property in Ireland 
amongft Proteftants, was made in the reign of King William 
and Queen Mary^ out of the forfeitures of Irilh Catholics^ 
oH account of the rebellion which was finally qnellcd in 
1 69 1. There is fcarce a title of a Proteftant nobleman or • 
gentleman in this kingdom to his eftatc, which is not de- 
rived either mediately or immediately from the gtantfr of 
Elizabeth, of William and Mary, or under the aAs ' of 
fettlement and explanation. The Irifti Catholics to a tM^' 
efteem all Proteftants, as ufurpcrs of their eftates ; th«y, t#^ 
this day, fettle thefe eftates on the marriages of their feM 
and daughters ^ they have accurate maps of th^n^ t^ff - 
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jpublUhed in Dublin, within thefe ton years, a map of the 
kingdom, cantoned out amongft the old Irifli proprietors i 
they look for political power only to enable them to aifert 
theil' claims with cffcft, which they will do if ever they hav« 
power, not by tedious forms of law, but aQs of parliament, 
or the fword ; they abhor all Proteftants, and all Englifh- 
men, as plunderers and opprefTors, exclufive of their de« 
teftation of them on a religious account ; no nation on eartbi 
being more wedded to the Homilh fuperftition than the 
generality of the Rotoan Catholics; they have but one 
term in their language to fignify both Froteftant and 
Engliflxmaa, to wit, « Safonagh^^ If then the parliament 
of this kingdom can ever be fo Infatuated as to put the Irlilh. 
Catholic on the fame footing of civil privileges with the 
£ngliih Catholic, or on a' better -, and if the Englifh nation 
Khali ever countenance fucha phrenfy, the direft and im« 
mediate coniequence (exclufive of the utter ruin 6f all the 
Irifh Proteftants) muftbe, either that this kingdom will be 
for ever fevered from the Britifh empire, or that it muft be 
again conquered by a Britifli army ; for in truth the Pro- 
teftantsin Ireland are but the Britifh garrifon in anenemy'a 
country, and if entirely deferted by the parent ftate, mufl 
furrender at difcretion, though, with a very little help, they, 
are fiill aUe to repel the common enemy. 

The two. privileges which the Catholics chiefly tomplaio 
of being deprived of, as well in the kind of writ iiTuedby 
Edward Byrne (a quondam retail grocer in this city, and 
their chief deputy to his Majefty) for fummoning their con- 
Tentioo as in their petition^ and which they in a manner de- 
mand, are, the privilege that Catholics (hall be fummbned 
on grand juries equally with Proteftants ; and that they 
ihall obtain jthe elective franchife, or be rendered capable' 
of voting at the eleftions of reprefentatives in parliament. 
Whoever uniierfisu^^ the ipiportant powers^ rdpefting 
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the due adminiftration of juftice, and the maintenance of 
our conftitution in church and ftate, refted in grand'juriefji 
will be convinced that it would be very unfafc to permte 
fuch bodies, either in the whole or in part, to beeoin-^ 
pofed of Catholics : And if the eleaivc franchtfe flwll be 
granted to Catholics freehoidet^ in counties without taking^ 
boroughs into confideration, fee from their own ftatemenr 
what the confequence muft be; they exceed the Prote(hint» 
in every county in this kingdom, for though the ProreftaaC 
diflcnters are pretty numerous in four counties i|!! the North' 
of Ireland, yet even in thefe four counlies the CathoUcs ex. 
ceed them in number ; they compofe the grear mais of the 
tenantry throughout the kingdom. Gentkmen of landed 
cftafes, though Proteftants, will be fo far Minded to their 
true interefts by their ambition to have numbers of free* 
holders capable of voting on their eftaies, that they wiii 
direAIy change all the tenures for terms of years of their 
Popifh tenants, into tenancies for lives ; as Catholics are 
now alfo intitled to purchafe lands in ha, they will tumall 
the tenures under them into tenures for lives % tltts^ fiKilia 
the fuperior ndmber of Catholics, there will be immediaKif 
in every county a fwarm of Catholic forty-ilhiHing ipeeh^^ 
ers i and though Catholic freeholders^ who have freehoMa 
of twenty pounds yearly value or above, ihould be the ontjr 
Catholic freeholders, to whom the eleAive francbife flioald 
be extended in this feffion ; yet, if the principle of the ex- 
cittfion of Catholics from voting (hall at once be invaded» 
we fhall find they will foon claim and obtam the elefiive 
franchife for their forty-fhiUing freeholders, and to be jpt 
on an equal footing in that refped with Pretefhmts. 
Once make a breach in the rampart, and retrencluaent w31 
be found infu£Scien't defences: Such of them as hold thdr 
tenures under Proteftant landlords w31 revolt from theoit 
and abandon their intereft on the firft eleflion, if they fliail 
lie informed by their pricftti that tlicir landlords Intereft 
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mtiitaWi igtinft the political intcrcft of their fcft ; within z 
vefy few years, by their numbers, they will out-vote the 
Pr^eftant freeholders in every county in the kingdom, ex- 
cept two or thi-ee, Whtre the Pi^oteftant intereft may perhaps 
^evail fW a few years lonjer, and they will certainly re- 
turn fuch reprefcntatives to parliament, as they fliall think 
moft favourable to the Catholic intereft : There is another 
ctrcttmftance too, which renders the extenfion of the elec- 
tive franchife to Citholic freeholders ftill more dangerous, 
and that i«, the fcheoie of refortb, which \^ now obtruded 
OB this nation with more than common induftry, by the 
minifters and ferf ants of the rump of a difgraced and repro- 
bated finglilh faftion •, whdfe endeavours in Great Britain, 
to plunge their country ifato the rebellion and anarchy of 
the French affaffins, have been lately defeated by the ac- 
tivity of the^ritifh miniftry, and good fcnfe of the nation. 
Two plans of reform of the reprefentation of the people \a 
parKament, are fuggefked ; the one is, the disfranctufcment 
at once of all the boroughs, the diffolution of corporations, 
atid the incrcafe of the numbers of reprcfentatives ^or coun- 
ties/ and a few lafge cities and towns :^lhe other is, the 
disfranchifement of all decayed boroughs ; that is, thole 
boroughs in which few or no inhabitants are left \ and the 
bpening of all ptber boroughsj by giving all the freeholders, 
who live within a certain diflance of them, a right to vote 
tit the eleftions of reprefentatives of thefe boroughs* It is 
evident that in dther cafe, the extenfion of the elective fran* 
chife to' Catholic freeholders will enable them to retdrn rf • 
'Prefentatives m parliament, for all or moft of the boroughs 
tn the kingdom ; when no members of the houfe of Com- 
mons in Ireland ihall be returned, but Aich as are devoted 
to the Catholic intereft, it is tafy to forefee that all lawi 
excluding Catholics from fitting in Parliameat will be re* 
Jliealed^ and that we ihall have a Catholic houie of Com- 
m^i^ the grant of the ele^ve franchife to Catholic free* 
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l^olders will make k the direfl intereft of the whole Cathdlic 
body to pufli on, either the one or the other mode of re« 
formj with all their power i the deftrtt£lion of the Prote£» 
t'ant conftitution in church and fiate, will be the certain 
and fuccefsful effort of a Catholic houfe of Commons ; 
and when the government of thb country becomes Catho- 
lie, the people of Ireland will be immediately taught, that 
it is at leafl: as great an abfurdity in polkici (if not a greater) 
to have a Frotefiant King over a Popilh nation, as k was 
thought by the people of £ngland in the reign of King 
James II, to have a Popilh king over a Protcftant nation i 
and as the houfe of Stuart may now be faid to be extind, 
the Catholics will attempt to form a republic in Ireland^ 
independent of Great Britain, to which their connection 
with the levelling republican mobs of Belfaft and Derry^ 
and with the levelling fadlioiv of Great Britain, and their 
plans of refumption of the eflates now in the hands of Pro- 
teftants, will alfo very ftrongly incline them ; and as this 
nation is not able of itfelf to cope with Great Britain, the 
triOx Catholics will again invoke the afliftance of France^ 
which, though now a diftrafted nation, is yet a great and 
powerful pne; and thus r will Ireland, as during the revo- 
lution war, become a field of battle for Great Britain and 
France, and be again defolated ; Let the ifTue of fuch a 
conteft be what it may, lam jufiified in declaring, that if 
the.BritifB minifters (as has been pretty roundly afferted 
in this houfe) favour the prefent claims and deiigns^of the 
Irifh Catholics, they .are either ignorant of the prefent fi:ate 
of this country, and too fhort-fighted and ill informed ta 
difirern the true intereft of Great Britain ; or bafe enough 
. (which I fincerely hope is not the cafe) to betray it ; and 
this I will ventiire to a£rm, that if Great Britain ihall 
fuffer this country to be for ever torn from the British em- 
pire, and to become dependant upon, or annexedl tm 
France^ a$ one of its departments, Ihe will not long fup*- 
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port her own confequente in Europe, or even independr 
cncc 5 the French, with the port of Brcft at one fide ofihp 
channel, and the noble ports of Cork, I^infale, and the 
Shannon's Mouth at the other, witl> Iriflx provilions to 
vidua!, and Irifh mariners toman their fleets, will foon 
become an overmatch at Tea for Great Britain ; and maj 
then waft over her almoft innumerable armies, to make a. 

r 

total donqucft of the Britifl^ iflands. I will alfo tell Britifli' 
minifters another truth, ih^t thejr are greatly deceiyed, if 
they hav6 befen induced to believe, that anlrifh Catholic is, 
ever was, or ever will be, a faithful, loyal fubjcfl; of a Bri^ 
tifli Proteftant King, o?" Proteftant .Government*. 

I will' now trefpafs a little longer on the houfc, to exa- 
mine whether the prefent conduft of the Roman Catholics 
intitlcs them to any favour from this houfe. Edward Byrne, 
a man not longjfince a retail grocer in this city, thinks fit to 
fend circular letters to 9U the RomiSi priefts in this king- 
dom, ftatirrg, that the Irifh Catholics laboured under great 
grievances, in being excluded from the benefit of trials by 
juries (a bafp untruth) and from the cicftive franchifc ; 
^ and direfting them to give notice in theirxrefpeftlve chapels, 
pf cledlions to be held therein, of delegates from every 
Romiih congregation, to meet in fome certain place in each 
county, for the purpofe of elefting a delegate or delegates 
to repair to Dublin, and there a0bciate themfelves with a 
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It is here proper to inCert a tranflatioa of an cxtra^ from the oaitl^ 
fttkcn by all Roman Catholic biihopt at theif coafecratioA : 

" I will affift and aid the Popes of Rome t6 retain and defend tl« Rd- 
fhan Papacy and the royalties of Saun Peter, apamt all maftkind, Ifotki; 
tli« rights of my own order, 

« I will take care to prcfdrte, defend, irtcrerfe, and pronfefe, tKeri^tig 
honours, privileges, and aathoricy, $itht Mf fkCHAZu chiircby ofmir lff€ 
fhc Pope, aad his fucccfforj." ^ 
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number of perfons, ftiling themfelyes a Catholic committee ; 

and form a convention \ to confider of a proper method to 

free tbe whole body of {rifh Catholics from thefe pretended 

grievances. The mandates, of this Catl^olic quondam 

Ijrocer are executed bjr 9II tl^e Romifh priefts throughout 

the kingcjomt with great punctuality ; and delegates to at* 

tend and form the convention are regularly elefted ; thq 

fame mode of election being precifelv purfued, with 

that adopted for th^ e)e£lion of the ^o^vention of 

French ai]a0ins. A qonv^ntiop of Irifli Qatbolics^ thus 

dCt^edi meet publicly in Ppblin^ they coniiy^lt apd deliberate 

together many days in a private manner^ excluding all peo* 

pie from their debates, their meeting being public, but their 

conftlUstions private; and in the end they compofe, and pro- 

4oce» a moft malcvoleqt« rancorous, and falfe libel afBunft 

theProtcfiant government of Ireland, which libel they ad-^ 

drefi and fen4 %!0( his Majefty, under the form of a petition, 

by certain perfons fpecially deputed for that purpofe, tt the 

ll^4 of which deputation is the grocer whb iflued the writt 

for the election of the afiembly, and they afterwards djfpo'fe 

this libel, printed and publitbed by their avowed auth6ritT» 

throughout the nation, for the purpof<? of inflaming Catho<^ 

lips of aUi^smbs to fedition and rebellion againft the govefQ^r 

m^nt : I hefitate not, as a lawyer, to declare fuch proceed* 

ings unconAitqtional ^nd illegal^ and (uch ^onventiOQ an 

vn/confiitutional and illegal aflembly ; and that the members 

of it are liable to indlAments and informations for fuch cph« 

doft, and to heavy punifhments when convicted. The Ca^ 

jtholics of the lower ranks, are at this moment ai&mbled in 

large bodies, with arms in their hands, breaking into, rob<« 

,bmg and burning the houfes of the peaceable Proteftant in- 

habitants of the counties of Louth, Monaghan, Cavaii, and 

I4eath, and even in the county of Dublin ; making public 

declaration^ that they will not fuffer any Protefbntto 

t«fidi5 within thefe ODonticsi or m tlickiogdoiia j i^ the 

cootagloa 
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* 
«9nt3gton is fpreading through the nation : So tliat if the 

^rsny^ connfting of £ngli{h Proteftants, had not given fome 
check to their fury, we may reafbnably fuppofe we (hoitld, 
by this time, foe the habitations of all Prpteflants in the 
kingdom in flames, and their perfons butchered, as in the 
jear 1641, this infqrreAion of the Catholics being fofudden 
;|ad unexpefted ; Aod every man of fenfe knows, that 
the infurreftlon of the vulgar, if continued for a length of 
timei are always privately encouraged and fupported by 
perfons of better ranjc, who cpnce^l themfelves, till th^ 
fuccefs of their inferior ruffians induces them openly to a- 
vow their mifchievous def^gns ; fuch are the prefcnt n^rlts 
pf the Catholic body ; Do they entitle thefli to an extenfi- 
op and addition of privileges ? |$ tb|s a time for deliverinj^ 
the whole political power of the ftatc in their hands ? Com- 
xf\<m fenfe revolts at the frantic'propofition, felF-preftrvati- 
onj ^aiid the experience of ages, loudly call on all Protef- 
tants tQ condemn it with every mar^: of reprohatipn^ ( 
cannot Qlofe, without making fptne anim^dverfions on what 
fell from a few. thank Heaven ! a very few. members of 
this houfe, relative to the prefent qucftion, on the night 
the addrefs fo his Majelly, in confcquence of the fpeech of 
the Lord Lieutenant, was^ agreed to by thif houfe : On 
the difcovery, and confeqpent publication of the writs o( 
^dward Byrne, for fummoning a Catholic convention to 
,incet Jp Dublin, (for they were accidentally difcovcred) th^ 
Proteftants of this ^opntry yery properly took the alarm j 
the Proteftant gentry of feveral count ies, as well as the in- 
habitants of feveral cities, boroughs, and towns corporgte, 
throughout the nation, ailembled and entered itito re- 
{olutionSi exprefiive of their indignation againft the defign 
of Edward Byrne, contained in his writs, as nothing lefs 

. than a fcheme of a confpiracy, to raife and excite a Popi(h 
rebeUion in this country, which in truth k is; The grand 

. juries of almoflr aiU the cbitfiti6$ in t^ie kbgdomi afi^mUed 

at 
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(It the lummcr Bfilzes in the year 179a, and connftiog of 
the principal Proteflant gentlemen of thefe counties, ex^ 
prefled v by their refolutioiis the fame refentment againft^ 
and the fame opinions pf^ the writs of Edward Byroe; 
and their determination to fupport with their lives and 
fortunes the Proteftant afcendancy in Ireland. The cor*: 
poration of the city of Dublin^ the moft ancient, refpedl* 
able, and numerous corporate body in this kingdom^ met 
in a poft aflembly in September 1792, and^ without a diiV. 
fentient voice, drew up a letter to be fent to all corporati« 
ons, magiftrates, and members of both liQuf(^ ctf'parlia* 
ment in Ireland : This letter in a very' clear, concife^ and 
nenrovis ftile, ezprefled the decided difapprobation of thit 
the firft corporation in the kingdom, of the writs of Ed- 
ward Byrue» and of the claims of Irifh Catholics to anyo* 
ther privileges or advantages, than thofe which they then 
enjoyed. It ftated, that the Irifh Catholics ought to be con^i 
tented with what they then enjoyed ; that is, << th^ moft 
perfcft toleration of their religion, the fulleft fecurity of 
their property, and the moft compleat perfonal liberty; an4 
that they ought not now, or hereafter, to attempt ai^ 
interference in the government of the kingdom, as ^ (iick 
interference would be incompatible with the Proteftant a& 
pendancy, which the members of the corporation declared 
themfclves rcfolved, with their lives and fortunes to main- 
tain.'' And then the letter defined the precife qieaiiiiig of 
the words, Proteftant af(pendancyj| in the following tmm : 

* 

A Proteftant King of Ireland — A Proteftant parliamcnt-«w 
A Ptotcftant Hierarchy — Proteftant Electors and Govern^ 
ment — ^The Benches of Juftice — ^The Arxay and the Reve- 
nues-Through all their Branches and Details, Tr$tef^ 
fonts. 

And this fyftem fupported by a conaefUon with fbc Pro« 

teftant Realm of Great Britain. 

la 
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In this definition of the meaning ^f the words Protefiant 
Afceadancy, the corporation of Dublin adhered fcrupulouT. 
ly to the laws of the land ; thefe laws confine the enjoyment 
of all the enumerated offices to Proteftants only. On the 
night the addrefs to bis majefty was agreed tO| the fevf , 
gentlemen I have already fpoken of, without any apparent 
incitement, and without any reference to the fubje^t, then 
rather difcourfed of, than debated > but merely, as I con- 
je£lure, to fhcw their lAtention, to fupport any innovation 
which might be attempted in the conHitution in the courfe 
of this feffion 5 and their contempt of the opinions of the 
great bulk of the Proteftant gentry in this kingdom, broke 
out into the mo& extravagant invectives againft the grand 
juries in the kingdom, and their refolntions; that is, againft 
the firft Proteftant gentlemen in rar^k, chara£ter, and pro* 
percy in this nation, and many of them members of this 
houfe, and their opinions ; and againft the corporation of 
the city of Dublin ; the condudi: of which, in publi(hing the 
ktter I have mentioned, was not only reprobated in the 
fcvereft terms, but mockery and derifion were added to 
abufe ; not with much fuccefs indeed, fpr the principal 
mocker on that occafion, like General Paoli (as is recorded 
by his illuftrious biographer, Mr. Bofwell) never laughs ; 
indeed he cannot^ the mufcles of his countenance cannot 
be telaxed to a laugh, they have been moulded to exprelf 
the ferious operations of his mind, which never deviate into 
the puerilities of mirth and humour. It was atfo afierted 
publicly In this houfe^ that the grand jurors of the feveral 
counties in thii kingdom^ at the laft fummer "afiizes^ were 
packed by tbe feverll (heriffs, by the procurement of 
governlftent -j and that juried, fo packed, were folicited o<gi 
the part of government, to enter into refolutions unfavour^ 
%\At to the prelent pretenfions of Catholics. Whatever 
ii^rmation then gentlemen who made thefe aflertiohs in this 
]iOQle» have had^ to giround futh an accufatlon oh> I am 
Vol. n. D d certain 
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certain it was falfe information. Firft, as to packing graii^ 
juries, it inuft be ialfe, becaure the gemletnen who 6om- 
pbfed the grand juries in the feveral counties, Were the Pro* 
tcftant gentry of the firft rank, as to charafVer and proper^ 
ty, in their relpcftivc Counties ; adly, as to irifluence of 
government being ufcd to procure them to enter into ^cfo* 
lutions exprefilve of thei^ difppprobation of the Catholit 
claims, I have it iti my power to deny the truth of it, be- 
caufe I know two particular counties in which the influence 
of men high In ftation, and firmly conne&ed With the pre- 
feht Adminiftratioh, was exerted to prevent, as much as 
poffible, the grand juries of thefe two counties, from enter- 
ing into any refblutions exprefiing their opinions of the 
claims of Catholics. The letter publiflled by the corpo- 
ration of the city of Dublin, as little merited the refieftions 
thiiown upon it by thefe gentlemen, as the refolutioas of 
the grand juries. It is a letter, which the patriotifm, and* 
good fenfe it exhibits, together with the clear nervous flilc. 
tn which it is writte?!, exclufive of the refpcft due to the 
c6mpofer8, the firft, moft ancient, inoft numerous, moft 
wealthy, artd unqueftionably loyal, corporation in this 
kingdom, ought to have protefted, at leaft from the attacks 
of contempt and derifion. 

I felt no inclination to laugh at that powerful witticifm 
played offagainft the letter, by the queftion, " Is it no- 
cefiary for the fupport of the Proceftan,t intereft that an 
cxcifeman fhould be a Proteftant ?" I envy no Aich wit, nor 
c|in I laugh at it ; though, thank God, I can laugh upon oc- 
cafion. I confefs indeed, I was vexed to the heart to hear^ 
tlie minifter in this houfe, by way of clearing himfelf frt>m 
theaccufation of having exerted influence with the corpora- 
tion of Dublin, to induce them to publifli this letter^ de» 
c}are his difapprobation of the letter, as I then thougbtf 

and ftill tbink^ that every perfooi who has .the true intereft 

'of 
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^ his Majefty and of this kingddm at heart, and thorough-i 
ly underftands it^ ought not only to have approved of the 
fentifiients contained in it, but to have gloried in them $ 
Md I felt at once, the fenfations of the mod poignant patn^ 
and glowing indignation, to fee the corporation of the city 
of Dublin; the capital of the kingdom, and the fecond city 
in his Majefty's dominions, publicly Sacrificed at the altar of 
Popery ; and the Proteftant afcendancy dragged forth, lik« 

Samjrfbn, to make fport for the Pbiliftilies. 

. » 

As the gentlemen I have alluded to, have held it hereto* 
fore as a maxim, that reprefentatfVes were bound to purine 
the inftruftions of their conftituents, the contemptuous and 
fevere treatment the letter of tbe city of Dublin had met 
with, from one of its reprefentatives in Parliament^ lug^* 
gefted to thefe gentlemen the neceffity of fome cKpedient^ 
to veil as much as pofHble this notorious inconiiilency of 
political condud ; and what was the expedient reforted to I 
Sometime ago a focxety had been formed in this city, whicb 
fiiled itfelf, the Whigs of the Capital ; it was not compofed 
of the moft refpe^able citizens s the conduA of this fociety^ 
and the defign of its inilitution, may be coHeAed from th^ 
following anecdote. The wbig^ o| the capital raiied a fubi^ 
(cription, and printed » at their own expence, twenty thous- 
and copies of Mr. Tkomas Paine'^ works, which they diC* 
tributed through the nation partly gratis, and partly at the 
low price of one penny ; this they ftiled << difleminating 
political knowledge." The good fenfe of the nation foon^ 
difcovered itfelf, by very general expreflions of difapproba- 
tlon of the conduft of the Whigs of the Capital/ and find- 
ing the tide running pretty ftrongly againft them, they 
dunged their courfe, abandoned the title of \i^igs of the 
eapital, and having procured ibme gentlemen of more cpnv: 
ideration than themfehres to join them, they formed a new 
Auhf under the tide of <j the Sodety of United Irifhrnen:" 

Dd2 The 
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l%e leaden lM>weTer of the whigi of the capital, rtittalnei 
incorporated with th«ir fociety, and teveral feditious pub* 
licatiODS having a^peaored as their literary prodoftions, hi# 
Majefty's Attorney General thought fit to file informatioat 
•gaihft feveral publilhen of thefe produdipnt } and tUf 
neir fodety became as unpopular^ and as much reprobated^ 
is the whigs of the capital. One of the fiierifis of the city> 
ho#evtr, was prevmled apon to iJTcmble this fociety mto t 
toSee-houft in this cityi and to give them a new name, by 
filling them an Aggregate Meeting of the Freemen and 
Freeholders of the city of DaUin | the whole :&&ion a£- 
feolUed xm this ocdaiion, and amounted to about one han<* 
died perfimsy Ceveral of them of very mean conditiim^ 
aM more than one half of them Roman Catholics. .^ 
^iog 6f reiblmions ^pras then prefented to this afiembty« 
whith they readily agreed to $ feme of which refbfaitions 
i%hting to Roman Catholics, are direCHy contrary to the 
ftntiments contained in the letter puUiihed by the city of 
Dublin. Such aggregate meeting has been publicly deelar- 
^ ed in parlia^ment to be the city of Dublin ; and their refo* 
lotions of the city of Dublin | but fuch political legerdemain 
is too dmnfily performed to impofe, even on the moft in- 
attentive obferver. The changes in the fociety I have 
mentioned, put me in mind of the transformations frequent 
in the infeft tribe i firft ah aurdia, then a grub> and Aen a 
kuttctfly. / 

' I cannot fbrbear to make a few more obfervations oii the 
parliamentary condu£l of the gentlemen I have been fpe^k' 
log of> on this occafion \ they tell us (on what authcnrity I 
know not) that the Englifh minifter Jias declared his fove* 
peiffx win and pleafiire» that the Iiilh parliament flioaMi 
grant every privilege to the Catholics of this kingdonif they 
&kzil pleafc to demand, and that tber^orewemnft com|dyi 
And they dcdarc themf«Ivcs nady to iccond fuch views <f 

the 



Hhe Bnglifli minifter. : "VBIiat coniUlency of parlivnentar^ 
eondud do thcfe gentleoien difplay i Tbfy have been do*, 
chiming for a feries of years^ agamft tli& infliiAce. of the 
Ehglifh miniftry in this houfe \ now they openly t^ os^ 
that we muft obey the di^tes of the Englilh mmi^er ; zaA 
tfiat they are ready to obey them themfclves ^ven t^ t\yf 
ruin of the nation \ they tell us, with the ntmoft exultation 
and triumph* that the Engtiih minifier has abandoned t;hf 
fupport of the Proteflant intereft iu, Ireland, ^d is deters 
mined to exalt Popery on its ruins } if the cafe be fo, which 
I confefs I do not believe, we have prbcvtred the^ entity of 
the Englilh mjniftryi by th^ machinations of thei]s gendiB^ 
men themielves, and the iyftem of politics which their fa^ 
lal oratory has perfuaded this najkipn to adopt* ^r a feries 
of years laft paft ; froax about the middle of the i[eign of 
Kjing Henry the Eighth to the reign of Qtieen Anne, thera 
is a numbei^ of 7^ of the^ Iri(h parliament, aU yet unce^ 
pealed, whicli declare that the kingdonx of Ireland is ia<f 
feparabty annexed, im)ted» an4 belonging to, apd depend-* 
ant upon» the imperial crown of England ; and yet thefc 
geiitlemen have been contriving wa^s and means, for thefi» 
icveral years laft paft to weaken and dcftroy the fovereigo- 
ty of the crotwn of England aver this country 5 they have 
turned haberdaflxers of all the Aoti-Engltih meafares whicli 
have been purfued in this kingdom at any tiiQQ fince the 
beginning of the reign of King Charles the Firft, ao4 dealt 
out to us by retail, all the motions tending to fcpaca^e and 
divide this kingdom for ever from the Britifh empire, 
heretofore made by Lord Macguire, Sif Phelim Q'Nei^ 
atnd their adherents,^ (the authors s^d contrivers of the re- 
1;>eltion an^d maflacre of the Proteftants of this country in the 
year 1641) in the Iriih Houfes bf^Lords and Commons, 
tthey a£kially induced this parliament to ena£t into laws^ 
fome of the a As of the Popiih convention, aflembled in this 
dty of ^ng James the Secoadj after hi^ abdicatioof and 



fttkd by himji parliament ; anil they liave propofed otltert 
oi them to this houfe, as proper to be enadcd ; which^ if 
tJOL&edt would root all the Proteft^nt clergy outDfiMi 
kingdom ; inthefe laftj they have as yet.a^fejurriedt and 
conftantly complain of the mifcarrtage i& their lift of griev-* 
races, recited with great firtemDity and exa£tnefs» at the be- 
ginning of every feffion. If then^ thefe gentlemen arc 
patriots, fo were Lord Macgnirci and Sir Phelim O'Neil,^ 
and fo were the members of the Popifli convciitioa, af- 
fembled by King James, all whofe a£):s were annulled, and 
their proceedings ordered to be burned, by tl^e Iri(h a£t of 
the 7th of William, chap, the 3d| ps^rt of which I fhall re- 
cite to yon, to (hew what the opinion of your forefitther^ 
was of this convention and their a^. <' It dates, that no 
parliament xan be hold^n in this kingdom, but by and uo- 
4er tb^ authority of the King of England ; becaufe the 
kingdom of Ireland is ipfeparably ftnneiced, ipiited, an4 
belonging to the imperial crown of England; from whence 
it follows that whoever is king of Jplngland is^ ip/o/affc, 
King of Ireland ; it ftates, that fcveral perfons had a^mh- 
led IB Dublin, by the authority of the late King James the 
Second, and they pretended to be, and called themfelve^ 
by the name of a Parliament ; and pafTed feveral pretended. 
a£ls and ftatutes, all which pretended aAs were formed and 
deiigned, in maaifeft oppoGtion to the fovereignty of the 
crown of England, aqd for the utter deftru^lion of thePror 
teilant intercft in this kingdom ; and ic enaAs, that this 
convention was an unlawful and rebellious aflemblyi an4 
that all its a£U and proceedings fhould be void, q-afed out 
of the joiirnals, and burned." Let me jull ftop hereto 
.C9ntemplate the different fates of patriots in different ages ; 
•XTie Irifli patriots. J^ord Macguire, ^ir Phqlim O'Neil, a^d 
their adherents, periQied on a gibbet ; .the members of the 
convention m 169S, periihed by the fword, or were pun- 
iihed by cQnQfcatipn and ezi^e > but the Iriih f atr^ts of the 

, prefeot 
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prefent'day who have adopted their politics^ aiid' retailed^ 
their fpeeches ana raotions, are loaded with riches, and' 
decorated with honours. Upon the vhole then^ it is very, 
appareaf tfasic if the EnglUh miniftry Mve abandoned the 
Proteft^t intereft in Ireland^ as chefe gentlemen aflert^' 
they have been induced to dA fo^ hy the ungratefal and unw 
dutiful conduft which the very gentlemen, who now glor)^ 
in tlie depreffion of the Iriih. Protefi^nt intereft, havd 
kd the Proteftaivts of Ireland to adopt, in refpefk to- Greats 
Britain ; and that they themfelves reduced the Iri(h ProteC^ 
tants to the fituation. of the iheep in the fable, whom: 
the wolves, by fatfe profeflicrns prevailed on to diffchargo^ ' 
their dogs apd their, fhepherd^, and then worried; and 4^^ 
voured^, 

ThAfpeech from. the. throne doe$ not hixwever. waijrao^ .. 
the aflertions of thefe gentlemen, that the miniftry of Engn 
land have abandoned the Protectant intereft in Ireland ^^^ 
a^ that it is thiP intention of thjs Engli(h mini^lier thajt we 
(hall grs^it the Iriih. Catholics all privileges theyms^ think 
%x to demand. It defires i\s oiUy « ferioully to confidec 
the fituation of the IrifH Catholics,, and confider it with 
iiberality for the purppfe of ftrengthening and cementing a 
general unioa of fentiment among all cla0*e3 and defcriptions 
of his Majefty's fubjefts^ in fupport of the eftahliflicd cop- . 
ftitution^* and the LordLieu tenant in the fpeech declares,. 
•* that he will ftrenuoufly exert the power with which he 
is entrufted, for the maintenance of the conftitution in 
church an^ ftate, as the beft fecurity for the .liberty of the 
fubjeft, and the pi^ofperity of Ireland.** And I have, accord- 
ing to the recommendation in the fpeech, ierioufly conr 
fi^eredthe real ftate of the Catholics of Ireland, which! 
find to, be a ftate of perfeftlccurity both of their liberty and 
property ; and not that ftate untruly depi£bd, in that falfe 
and acrimonious iihel, their petition to. his Majefty. Th^ 

opinio]% 



ofHuion I hive foroied on the whole matter^ it that it li 
utttrly inconilftent with the fafety and prefervatioa of the 
^efent Iri(h conftitution in church and ftate, aiid utterlf 
incoaipatiUe with the true intereft of the whole Britifli em* 
pire to inveft the Catholics with any other privileges than 
they now are by law entitled to, and I will therefore op<« 
pofe this billy in every ftage of it ; convinced as I am in my 
CMfeieace, that by a£king thus, I do my duty to my God, 
WiJ t^Og ^d ray country. I. utterly from my heart difclaim 
^e operation on my mind, of any partial or interefted 
viewsy in tHos forming and delivering my fentimemts on thit 
occafion. I oppofe the prefent pretenfions of the Catholics 
of Ireland^ toafidering them in the light of a great politic 
cal body, which it is not only dangerous, but deftru£tive to 
the conftitution, further to encourage, or to ftrengthen by 
the accun^ulation of new privileges^ In thus publicly de- 
claring my fentimentsj I even do (ome violence to my pri* 
vate feelings and connections, a^ I live in the ftrtfteft inti'* 
i^acy and ft'ietidfliip with feveral Roman Catholids, for 
whom I have the fincereft regard and efteem, knowing 
them to be perfoi^s pf the ^eateft worthy integrity and 
' honour- 
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hgi rrjfpeBing fl riform'^Commiiiee appoinu4 f* f^^^tf 
into thtjtaif of the rcprefintc^tlonxrPtkatf of ^4 fa Jfcfr. 
GraUm^^Hh ^P^^^b — JSLifolutiQHs mpved kf Aiw— -r^ 
Speeches o/Mt* Forhs^ffoiu Af. Stuart^-^Tbi Prwgi-^d 



]^0f WIinSTANOING Ae oppo^ison «lHc!i ttieft,; 
^eral attempts fc^ tbti^mancipatioo of the Roman CathoBc« 
met. vri(h— the J w^eeveotuallj refiored to prWikges which 
placed th$;ip(i oil neairlj the fame footing with Protefiant fidi- 
j[cfts— the legiiUtive power excepted.—^ 

The fubjeA of parliamentar; reform continued ftillt# 
^gage the public xnmi\ and, during the feffion itrhofepro* 
ceedings we have noticed in the laft chapter — the houfi; of 
Commons refolved itfelf into a committee^ to enquire int^ 
|he fiatf! of the reprefentation of t^e people iq parlii^ 
>inent« 

The debate in this committee, was opened by Mr. Grat- 
tan^ who fpoke as follows }«^ 

I will not faj that this is the moft important fubjeiEl tbil 
iras ever agitated in this houfe*— I do remem^bcr^ in I7fa« 
another fubjcA of equal, if not fuperiorj moment. Tllft 
^iieftion then was^ whether Ireland ihould be governed bjr 
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the parliament of another conntry, and the prefent is, whe<r 
ther (he ihould enjoy a Parliament of her own? As the 
fubjeA of parliamentary reform is noi^ pofted, h\s impoffiUe 
for government to retreat from it» Their declarations the 
4th day of the feffion — the words of the Lord Lieutenant'^ 
Secretary— the liberal grants of the houfe, have eftablifhed 
the neceflity of acceding to a i:eform in parliament) and 
have fealed the doom of every rotten borough in the kingr 
ddm ; hence I eoUiefl two things ; that parliament fhould 
be reformed— that the reform muft take place this feffion. 
Here let us appeal to gentlemen converfant with the dif- 
pofitioD of the people $ do not they think fo i Are they not 
convinced of it-^on't they kno«r«->have they not declared 
that their conftituents do now expeA a reform of parliament, 
and that it is a meafure not nipre neceQary for their free- 
dom than their felicity ? Having mentioned the ftate of the 
queftion, I will advert to the ftate of your reprefenta^tion— * 
it is fhort : Of three ^i^ndred membersi above two hun(k'ed 
;|re returned by individuals ^ from forty to fifty are returned 
^y ten perfons ; feveral of your boroughs have no refidenf 
cledor at 9II, fome of them have^ but one ; and, on the 
wholci two thirds of the reprefentatives in the houfe of 
Commons ar^ returned by le(s than one (lundred perfons ! 
This is not that ant lent, that venerable conflitution of King, 
Lords^ and Commons. It is not even an ariftocracy. It is 
an oligarchy. It is not an oligarchy of property, but of 
accident \ not of prefcHption, but of innovation. Her^ 
again I appeal to the confcious conviftion of every man who 
hears me ; and I affcrt two propofitions, which can Nei- 
ther be denied nor defended : Fjrft, that the majority of 
the reprefentatives are chofen by individuals ; fecond, that 
a great proportion of them are afterward endowed by the 
ci^Own. And it follows, that, in our prefent ftate of re- 
prefentation, the houfe of Commons cannot be fuppofed to^ 
to be the organ of the people ». 
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In defence of fuch aftate| three firgumcnts ar* advanced; 
fir ft, iM antlquity-^amiquity! an cftablifliinent you would 
hna^fne that took place in Saxon times, in the age of the 
Confeflbr, or after the Englifh ifltercourfc with Ireland, at 
the time of the charter of John, or the reign of Edward~ 
No ! James the' Firft, was the King who made above iortf 
of thofe private boroughs, In the je^r i6i3> the members 
returned to parliament were two hundred and thirty-two ; 
fince which time fixty-eight members have tieen added, all 
^y the houfc of Stuart ; one by Anne, four by James the 
Second ; mpft of the rcmaindfjr by Charles the Firft, with 
a view to religtous diftiq^Jiions, and by Charles the Second, 
with a view i^o pcrfonal favour. If you I00I5 to antiquity, 
therefore, the bopu^hs ftand on bad ground. The form of 
^oiir conftitutipn w^s twelve counties, cftabliflicd in th^ 
reign of King John. H^nry the Eighth, added one ; Mary' 
two ; and Elizabeth, fevcnteen. ^ince which time your 
eounties received no addition whatfocver, though between 
the year ^13 and -the prefent, the boroqgh intercft has 
Received an additioi| of fixty-eight members; which, is 
more than double the whole of the county reprefenta^ 

The great divifion on this fbbjea is ehies or boroughs^ 
where the grant was to burgefTcs and freemen indefinite j 
or to a limited number of burgefles, fcldom exceeding 
twelve, in whom the right of eleaion was confined. The 
former are boroughs intended to be free, and the latter in- 
tended to be othcrwifc. The number of the former, I ap- 
prehend to be above forty, and where they have become 
what we undcrftand to be intended by the word <' clofe bo- 
roughs'* they have departed from the intention of the grants 
and ought purfuant to the meaning of that grant to be 
opened. The other clafs, which 1 apprehend to be above 
forty, are in their origin vicious— it is a monopoly— -like 
?ny of the other monopolies of James I.— a grant in its na- 
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fore crfaBtaal. Moil pS the forty bor6(]9hfi Cf^stei ]q| 
|ame II. were Tq. It appears from tlie grants tbm^f lve% 
that thejr were intended to be private property % they w^ 
granted as a perfpnal reward for domg fpme fpecified traiif; 
ll£Uon. Such a grant coald ftand^ I apprehend, oti nsi 
irrinciple whatibeyee. Tbefe with tbofe m^e by Chaxlei 
theFirfty became a fubjeft of complaint \ they were OK)ft of 
^hem made <m the eye of calling a p^Uament, and fome cdf 
^em not fealed till lifter the writs of fummons had Hfiied^ 
fnd were fo loudly complained oi that Charles the Firft ha4 
Itromifed to fubmit a plan to the f oqfideratipn of parliameiit^ 
Thus are tbefe two defcriptioni of boroughs | t^ one in* 
fended to be free by the grant, and rendered cloS^ by th^r 
pcopriet^$ the other intended to bec^ofe by thegcantt 
*^n4 rendered vicipus by (he principles of the Uw. 11^ 
firft fet of boroughs are liable to be queftioned for depait* 
Ing from their original purpofct and jt^ laft i^ adhering 
.foit, . 

I4etus eompare the ftate of th^ft borougHs irith the 
principles of the constitution. Thb principles of the confii- 
^(utioil arefacred, its organization accidental. Are tbefe de- 
JFenGble on the ground of population or prq>erty» or popu- 
}ation a9d property cf^ixed ? Population is out of the cafe y 
jmd as to property, we will fupppfe two hundred n;^embeni 

rirfftttmed by one hundred It^diyidualsj^ what property do the 
former reprefent. Supppfe the property of thef<^ individu-. 
^1 ip 4«oeoA per ann^m ; they reprefent 400^00/. ah4 
yote npar a)Oqo»eoo/. taxes pn the people. They are tMTOr^ 
thirds of the houfe voting near 2,ooO|OOo/. a^d not rcpre- 

.ieiitiQg half a million. But if you add what is rec^yed bac^ 
«g;^in in. place or penfion^ you will find it comes nearly to 

.1;bi>*---tb^t the majority tax oth^s and not their conlUtuents. 

, Ttkeit ina ftronger light j^ |t is well know^ that near fgj^y 

. fcxtoof v:c rctunie4 by above ten Individuals fpmewbLi^ 

"*■• ' . — - . . , . , » . . .•.«'» 
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mBtt tbiiPi the fixth of the hottfe of Commons, repteientiog 
Ibat quantity df property and population. By the old €on# 
ftitutionsy the conftituentt paid their reprefentatiYvfl-^try 
the prefent ftate of repreientatioa by that teft. , 

Could the one hUndlred individuals pay the two hundred 
Sbembers ? Could the ten individuals pay the forty pkcto^ 
bers i So far from any right on the principle of property 
to fend To many members to parliament to pay the ftatqi 
they could not pay the members. The arfumentt therefore^ 
tan ftand no examination; neither the teft of property^ nor 
population, nor antiquity of thefe boroughs have been ef- 
tablifhed , by accident, by humour, by ignorance^ and bf 
fa^ur, without any regard to property, population, or any 
one principle of conftitution. The fecond argument in thehr 
£ivouris, that they have worked well; that the contttntioa 
has flourished under rotten boroughs. I beg to conQder 
the operations of the conftitution on the public welfare and 
on private property. 

As to public welfare, I acknowledge many beneficial afis^ 
wholefbme regulations, and one great revolution, but may 
I be fuffered to think that the redemption of this country 
had been more fpeedily eftabliihed, the good o(this country 
more uniformly purfutd, and with lefs intervaif of incon^ 
£ftency» if parliament had been conftituted more according 
to the princ^les of the conjEtitution. As it is conftituted^ 
to me its ordinary operation appears defedtive^ its raptures 
fiiccefsf ul^ and its relapfes difgraceful. 

iYoa have certain '€ommittees<-*committee8 of courts al 
juftices ; have they^ed ? Cdmmittees of trade; have they 
aaed? What was the cafe of the Eaft India trade ? Oom^ 
mittees of grievances ; have they a£led i It appears to ite 
that the funfijoas of ^ llf^ 0i C^^gfi^ would be df& 

chargad 
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charged with more benefit to the public, and more honoof 
to itfelf, under a conftitntion by reprefentation^ than a con- 
stitution by boroughs. I have had opportunities to fpeak to 
the growth of theexpenees o£ Governaient. I have fheam, 
without the probability of contradiction, that in feven years 
you have, iii thbfe eiCptnces alone, exceeded your eftimates, 
in the fuoi of 1631000/. t did not form my comparifon 
with the a£lual e^^penctf of 1^84-, if I had, the excefs had 
been gf eater, patticularly with regard to the civil eftablilb- 
ments, which was, in the year 1784, 1 74,000/. and the ex- 
cefs therefore 33,000/. not 17,0601 ^ the right honourabie 
gentleman was pleafed tomention. Biit I medtioded a pr^ 
grefs of expence ftill more (Iriking, that fince the year 1 769^ 
yod have encreafed your annual chafge, including debt, 
more in proportion than Great Britain, ndtwithftanding the 
American war, and all her armaments. But the evil effedb 
on private! fortunes Of this fpecies of reprefentation are more 
fenfibly felt, and more readily underftood ; thofe who have 
contefted boroilghs, thofe who have repeatedly obtained 
feats in this houfe for boroughs, may find in their mortgages 
atn anfwer to the admirers of the prefent fyftem. 1 mayslVer^ 
without fear of contradiAion, that the expences of eledion 
and returns of parliament are fo ruinous, that nb private 
fortune can fupport them j that the expence for obtaining 
returns for ^ borough, except under the gift of a patron^ 
are fo great, as no private fortune can fuftam ; that thefe 
expences encreafe with the powers of the conftitution. I 
have heard that feats in this houfe, forty^ years ago, were 
obtained for 6oo/« I have heard they now coft 3000/. and 
you k^ow thefe expences are ultimately paid by the public. 
Hence arifes what we often lamented, the trade of parlia- 
inent, a trade in which the dealer does not make 61. per 
cent, by his money, with all the other facrifices of honour, 
&c« I wiih to lay the axe at the root of this trade, ia > 
tjvhlch the political moralityi «i well as the freedom of the 

country^ 
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iountrfi are intimately concerned. I fhall be told there have 
Been ejtceptibns to this expencer; I ftel it; but I feel alio that 
the expence is the rulci and the faving an exception. Thd' 
property of boroughs, the fale of boroughs, the fale of ho- 
nours, fale of votes, private embarrafllncnts, and public 
fervility ; all will be correfted by the reform of parliament, 
and the conftitiition under its dcfeflive ftate, fo far from 
working as well as gentlemen have flattered themfclves, 
has been attended with a growth cif public expence, equalled 
only by ah accumulation of private diiBculties. The third 
argiinieht in fupport of the prefent fyftem is, that gentlemen 
iftinnot agree about a better. We agree in what we Con- 
demn ; we cannot well difiW* in the principle on* which we 
jgip to reform. We agree, I apprehend, that twelve bur* 
gefles fhould not return two members to ferve.in parlia-» 
ment. That is, we agree in the deftruAion of clofit bo- 
roughs. We agree oh the principle which is to conduA 
your compailes, a mats of propertied people — the precife 
number only be a fubjcft of difcuffion ; but we agree (hat 
We arc to look to a mafs of people having property. How 
far we are to go, and what geographical line, whether the 
circle of a county, or any leflcr circumfcriptioDi may be ^ 
fubje£t of diicuffioDi but not of difcord* 

We cannot dlSfer about the propriety of refidencc— of 
extending the right of franchife to freemen by birth, mar- 
riage, or the cxercifc of a t^ade for a certain time* ^^-^^ 
haps we Ihall not differ on the propriety of extending the* 
right of voting tp landholders for years, having a certain 
valiiabjle intcreft-r-an univerfal regiftry— eleaions to Jbc !£-. 
mited in time, and to>e carried on in different places at: 
once ;. an oath to be taken by the candidate, aa^ to be rp*^ 

pcatcd at your bar, by this member ; 

• < 

< » 
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^ That he hu not been at anj ezpence whatfberer^ nor 
psud any {un wbatfoeverj to procure his returnj by himfelf 
Mothers." 

Thefei with fome other regulationsi when added to an in« 
temal teform, which (hould exclude officers of the revenue, 
lAid a longi &c«. which my friend will explain, and which 
will reduce the influence by excluding all penfioners for 
fturSf and placemen, except inch as are in higher depart* 
ments i (hew, I think, that the fubjeA, howcTer it may 
have been fuppofed to be inroWed in difficulties, yet contains 
the principles of concord. 

Thefe broad principles carried into execution, muft in- 
ftnre you that confijtution, temperate at once and pure, 
founded on the true principles of property, with population, 
inchidrng what is well underftood by^the words, *^ confti« 
ttttionai public,'' giving to every farmer a fort of ftation in 
his country ; and to every landlord an intereft to give an 
encouraging leafe. Thus, the reform 'of Parliament may 
be a good fyftem of agriculture, as well as of liberty. 
Thefe principles, I fay, carried into execution, may pro* 
duce that fteady calm in the minds of men, which refulu 
from the fenfeof a gbod conftitution, and the benefits of an 
honefl; reprefentation* 

Mr. Grtttan then read three rcfdutions, and moved tift 
iiftt 

«« Refoivcd^ That the repreftntation 6f the f^edple is tsu 
tendei with great and heaty charges and paynyen^, te ^ir- 
ft^uoKe of eleftions and teturns of meiiiber) to ferv« te 
pakaaneiit> atid that Aid ftbufts ^oj^ ti beaMRftod. 

«< Refolved, That of the three hundred members defied 
to ferve in parliament, the counties^ and counties of tities, 
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and towns, together with the univerfity, return eighty -four 
members, and that the remaining two hundred and fixteen^ 
are returned by borougtm and manors* 

<< Refohred, That the ftate of the reprerentation of the 

r 

people tn parliament requires amendment/' 

The refolution was oppofcd hy the CHANCEtLOR of tiIk 
Exchequer^ who objected to it on account of the dangler 
of teaching the public to defpife the prefent fyftem before 
a better one was. provided. The houfe ought not to decide 
thus on the great objeA of their enquiry before they had 
Okade any enqwry at all : »k1 before they had a remedy pro^- 
Yidpi to apply to the evil. If they' adopted fuchare^ 
(plution^ they would degrade the parliament, and would 
their, laws then, hea&ed, be cheerfully obeyed ? He would 
not be u^derftood by this taoppofe a parliamentary reform; 
but he would not pledge himfelf to fiipport he knew not 
what. He thought it was not neceflary to degrade parlia- 
meut in order to correft it. It had frequently amended 
kfelf, but never had adopted fuch a preparatory refolution 
as this. He quoted the odtenntal bill, and that for deter- 
mining on contefted eleAions by trial of jury, as inftanccs 
where parliament had correfted ttfelf without degrading its 
character. He exhorted gentlemen to imitate this example 
now, and to introduce any plaa they had of reform, with- 
out pafl^g this refc^utiou. 

Under the prefent ftate of the reprefentation, the prof- 
perttf of the countsy had iocreafed as much as it could have 
done under any other reprefentfttion whatfocver ; and as ta 
fiberty, the EogUfli z&s whioh were adopted at and fincc 
1782^ ihewed that the IriQi parliament was as welLinclmed 
to the people in that refpeA, as any parliament could be in 
%hatfoever iiaamier tbey migKt be chofen. Befi^re gentle- 

Vt>i^ U. S: e wn 
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men meddled with the dc*e£ls of the parliament, he wdOkl 
ad^ie them to do juftice to its aQji. If parliament were de- 
graded by this rcfolution, whatev^ plaa of rcfornji they 
might afterwards] adopt, would not be refpefted ; it would 
only create new demands and new embaraflmcnts. By all 
this, he did not mean to oppofc a parliamentai^y reform 5 
but to present premature and unncceflary decHlon. The 
wife way would be to produce a fyftcm of reform 5 by it to 
remove the exifttng defcdb, not tolibcl them. He caution- 
cd gentlemen of appealing from that houfc to the pub- 
lic, and finally moved, as an amendment, the following :— • 

«« Refolved, that under the prefent fyftem of reprefeotati- 
on, the privileges of the people, the trade, and the prof^ 
pcrity of the country, have greatly encreafed, and that if 
any plan be produced likely to chcreafe thofe advantages^ 
and not hazard what we already pofleft, it ought to be tat 
ken into the moft ferious confidcratipn/^ 

Mr. Forbes objcfted to the atnepdment, as it was pen^ 
fe£lly unparliamentary to move as an amendment wimt went 
entirelv to fuperfcde the original mot ion. 

r 

The Hon. Mr. Stewart, in a very able fpeech, reprobate4 
that kind of little fpecjal pleading, by which the admlniftraT 
tion endeavoured ta ge^ rid of every great conftitutional 
queftion.^ Parliament, he faid, would not at all be; injured 
by the Adoption of his right honourable friend's motion, for 
both in the houfe and out of it, in this country an^ in Eng- 
land, the faft wsjis Known, that a reformation was necefiarj* 
He defended the refolution, and alfo the ^wo others which 
were to follow it, very happily j declared i^ wa§ not from 
a love of theoretic pcrfeftion that he was a friead to reforni, 
but hecaufe he faw that, under the prefent fyftem, th^ 
great epd? of reprefeatation were not anfwered^ forth^ 
public Voice did not opcya^ fiually and with cffefl: , ^n the 

reprefentativc 
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rcprcfentstlvc aflcrably. The prefent borough fyftem pre- • 
^vented the people from havmg any tic or influence over tne • 
repreientatives ; it alfo prevented the Crown from having ar 
power of appeal to the people, and thusfubjugated It to the ^ 
will of an ariftocratic conibmation. A reform was mu^h 
lefs neceiTary in England than here, for the conftitution ot» 
Ireland was much worfe than that of England^ 

He then threw out aa idea of reform, which had oc^i 
cttrred to hicn recently, and which therefore was not mar? 
tured. It njas tbat of giving tcthe county electors the pow- . 
er- of returning all the members now returned within the 
county for boroughs -, allowing, however, to each eleAor si 
voice only for one member. He was againft an internal re- ' 
form of parliamept without an external one ; for fuch a re<f 
fojrm wK>uki only fubjugate the country to the borough. 
mpnopoltfUi and he would much rathes have thc^ower 
placed in the Crowi^ than in them. He advifed minifter& . 
tq meet this fubjeA fairly and freely; for the "^reform of . 
parliament^ fpunded as it was in r^aioa and juftice^ wouid 
uUimately cftaUifli itfelf. 

^Thc Secretary of ijate (t,he Provoft) faid, he was not; 
ii^^ the houfe when this refolution paffed for inquiring, in a 
committee of the whole houfe, into the ftate of the reprc-, 
fentatioa. He underftood that right honourable gentlemerx 
in high office's bad flood forward on that occaGon, and dc« 
clared themiblyes friends to a reform in the reprefentation 
of the people, and that the order, as it n,ow ftood, was. an 
amendment moved by an honourable gentlenaan in a cori- 
fiderable office under government ; he thought, therefore, 
that the gentlemen at the other fide of the houfe were not 
entitled to the whole credit of this meafure, but that thofc 
with whom he ufually aftcd, were to have their flxare in it, 
and were hound to give it every proper fupport. It waa not 
now the queftioni whether it was wife to agitate the public 
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mind by the i&veftigation of this Tubjef^ that bad beea al« 
retdy determined. The hcmfe had refplved on the enquiry, 
^mi had he been prefent, he would have been induced, 
^m thev prefeot ftate of this country, and from the ez^ 
aonple of fo many gentlemen in high offices under govern- 
flient, to have agreed to it, having thought it wi(e to enter 
mto this fubje£l in To folemn a manner ; we ought to coa« 
fider it with the utmoft caution and deliberation, and draw 
no conclufion without firft ftating the premifes on which it 
was founded. To the refolution refpedling the injurioua 
conlequences to individuals and the public, occaiioned hj. 
the expences of eleAions, he faw no objeAion : The h£k 
was acknowledged, and be thought a proper elefUon faiB 
would be a good ftep to a reform in the reprelentatiotts ; 
the other refohition, as to ^faie number of reprefentatives re« 
turned from counties, and f rcnn great cities and great towns^ 
was a truth, and he faw no objeAion to their folving it ^ 
btit to refolve that the reprefentation required amendmentt' 
without hearing any evidence^ ordattng any fads, wasta 
determine without inquiry, and was contrary to the expreft 
words of the order under which the houfe had gone into a 
committee. He believed th^ fyd to be true, but that «^ 
Aot enough on a fubjeft of fo much importance ; the flate* 
ments of the fafts would give the grcateft weight to any 
plan of reform that may be thought praAicable. The ro« 
prefentation of Ireland had been compared to that of Great 
Britain, but he thought moQt unjuftly ; but the latter coul4 
be traced in the time of Britons, Saxons and NormanSf 
though various tenures, ancient ufages, immemorial pre* 
icriptions^ feveral great charters, and many aAs of the k« 
gtflature, from the earlieft periods of the hiftory of the 
kingdom, to the aft of union. He confefled, that in feve« 
ral inftances boroughs has been incorporated there by roya) 
charters, but obferved, that as to the legality of this prt« 
rogativcj different opinions bad been entertained by asthofi 

of 
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d great charafler. The laft exertion of this prerogative, 
was. in the creation of the borough of Newark, by Cbarle* 
the Second; and though in the year 1676, the EngUA 
houfe of Commons determined to receive the niembertj 
yet the oppofition to it was fo ftrong, and the minority fb 
confiderable, that this was the laft attempt made to excr-^. 
dfe the prerogative in that manner; but what was the hit- 
tory of the rcprefentation in this country? He could in- 
form gentlemen with fome accuracy, having thought it his 
duty^ whenhe took a moTe aftive part in publio bufinefs, to 
extraA jfrom all the borough charters at the Rolls Office 
chdr material contents. The number of reprefentatives ia 
the thirty fourth year of Hehiry the Eighth was one hun- 
dred; to this number Mary and Elizabeth added about 
ibrty-eight, but of thefe there were nineteen counties, of 
wUch Elizabeth hadeftabliihed feventeen, a mode of re- 
prefentatiiDn Worthy the character of that great princefs. Ia 
the firft paHiament of James the Firft, held in 161 3, the 
members of the houfe of Commons were two hundred and 
diirty-two $ the laft creation of a borough was by Queen 
Anne^ who created one only. For the difference between 
Iht number of reprefentatives lat the acceflion of James and 
the prefent nuihber of three hundred^ the houfe of Stuart 
is reiponfible* One half of the reprefentatives were made 
by themi and made by the exertion of prerogative; of thofe 
James made forty at one fU-okey moft of them at the eve oi^ 
a parliament, and feme after the writs of fummons had ifTu* 
ed. The Commons in that parliament exprefsed their 
doubts whether thofe boroughs had the power of returning 
nembers to fit in parliament, and referved that fubjcOi for 
i future confideratioQ. Complaints were made to James of 
tiwfe grants, biit what was his anfwer ? *^ I have made for- 
ty boroughs ; fuppofe I had made four hundred — the more 
the:, merrier.*' Charles the Firft followed the example of 
his father in exerctfing this prerogative^ but not to fo great 
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an extent : Complaints were alfd made to htrhi and he 
gave afiurances that the new corporations ihould be rc^icw- 
.cd by parliament. The grants made by thefe two monarcbs 
appear, by the hiftories and cprrefpondenccs of thofe times, 
to have been for the purpofe of giving' the Proteftants a 
majority over the Roman Catholics. The grants by Char- 
les II. James II. and Queen Anne> proceeded from mo- 
tives of perfonal favour; thus it would appear, if the tafts 
were inveftigated, that one half of the reprclentatives of 
Ireland hacj arifen from the exertions of prei'ogative, in* 
fiucnced by occafional motives, difputes among religionifts, 
and inducements of perfonal favour, but had not been de- 
rived from any of thofe fources which had produced the 
Englifli conllitutiqn. Had he the honour of being a nlem- 
bcr of* the Britifli houfe of Commons, he would nevef 
touch the venerable fabric of their reprefentation j but in 
this kingdom, the part of the rcprefentatioh univerfally 
complained of, had originated in private or party motives, 
and he did not believe there was one prefcriptive borough 
in the whole kingdom* He believed fome boroughs were 
called fo, but he believed unjuilly j eleven of the grants 
which had been mentioned did not appear at the Rolls 
Office, but moft of thefe were' modern in the time of the 
Houfe of Stuart. It was the duty, he thought, of the com- 
mittee, to inquire what was become of thofe charters, and 
to inveftigatc the titles of thofe places to fend members to 
parliament; the ftatement of ihofe fads would give great 
weight to any opinions that may be formed on the fubjc* 
of improving the reprefen rations. He thought it juft that 
the houfe fhould be fully acquainted with all thofe fafb 
upon which they were to form an opinion on the fabjeft of 
fuch general importance ; fuch a flatement would tend to 
fupport thofe opinions, andtoihew the propriety of intcr.- 
pofiog on a fubjeft where nothing but the moft evident nc- 
ccflity could warrant any interjpoiition at all, and he could 

fpcak 
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ipeak from knowledge in faying, that the neceflary infor* 
zoation may be obtained in a few days* He acknowledged 
the truth of the propofition made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that the reprefentatives of the people had, in 
mzxff inftances of great public utility, perfo^rmed the truds 
repofed in them, in a manner moil: honourable to thern*- 
felves, and uieful to the community. He gave them great 
credit for the limitation of parliament, their relief to their 
. Roman Catholic fellow fubje&s as to their propert^^ in 
lands, for our free trade and independant legiilature ; and 
faid he fliould cheerfully join the right honourable .g^tle- 
man in any refoluciond of. that nature, if propofed in the 
houfe of Commons, or in a committee, appointed for thac 
purpofe I but he could not vote for fuch a refohition now^ 
becaufe the bufinefs of this committee was to enquire iotjp 
the fbte of the reprefentation of the people, and not to 
cooiider in what manner theiR reprefentatives had conduA- 
• ed themfelves, or what, ad vantages the public had derive^ 
frobi 4heir condu£): ; ■ nor was it the bfifinefs of that com* 
snittee to fay in what manner they would conduct th^mfelve^ 
if any ufeful plan fhould be propoled i it ought to ^e pre- 
fumed that they would do their duty without any aiTurance 
of their refolutioo to do fo. He could not, therefore^ 
agree to the amendment .propofed, which he feared mighji 
be confidered as avoiding the objeA of the inquiry, though, 
from his knowledge of the right honourable mover> he 
was ready to fuppofe t}iat he had no fuch intention. He 
faid, that the events which had been mentioned, and which 
^ere lb honourable to the reprefeotativcs of the peopkn 
furnifhing an additional reafon to fitew that this committee 
fbould be careful in reporting faAs before they propofed . 
opinions in thofe gifeat national acquiiitions which had been 
pientioncd i the members of parliament wer.^ united in one. 
^onamon caufe with the people ; the limitation of par}ia«* 
ment particu^rly iocreafed th^ power of the proprietors 

of 
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of boroughs, luid free kglflature and free trade tended te 
increafe both their power and propertjr ; an equal repvefeo^ 
tation ftruck at. the root of both. He believed that inanyt 
and he hoped all of thoTe gentlemen would aA from' public 
motif es oaljr; but where the interefts of men were con^. 
cemed, they were often imperceptibiy influenced ta exert - 
this natural biai^ He thought it proper that the faAs whtdi 
Ihewed the neceffity of a parliamentary interpo&ion fliould 
be ftated ; the queftion was not now^ whether the pubUc 
mind Oiould be agitated by the difcuffion of futh a queftion, 
which had been done by the appointment of this commit- 
tee. By this meafure general expe£kations had been raffed 
throughout the kingdom, that a reform in the reprefen- 
tation was ferioufly intended ; any thing that might be coA^ 
filered as evading or obftru£ting the inquiry in the prefent 
ftate of this country, would be highly prejudicial. TUt 
ftatement of fafts will fhew the necefflty of the tnterpofiti* 
on, and the difficulty of the fubjcft. He would thention 
how far his ideas went : The boroughs might be divided ' 
under two heads; thofe in which freemen had votes with- 
out any limitation- as to num^ ; the other where the powi 
er of cltAing was veiled in a fmall and limited number of 
burgeflef. The former were intended to be firee/ and hd 
thought it ajuftice due to the crown as well as to the 
people, that they would be made fo. This, he thought, 
might be done, by giving a title to all freeholders, of the 
yearly value of ten pounds, lying Within certain diftri'fts^ 
to be appointed for that purpofe, to become free of thofe 
boroughs. They confided of above fifty ; this would b^ a 
great improvement in the rcprefcnlation of Ireland; by'a 
confiderable accefiion to the democratic fcale arifing from 
freehold property in lands. Thofe boroughs are generally 
thought to have become private property ; this was atf 
nfurpation on the crown as well as on the people, and'tior 
man could diipute'tbe jufticc tad propHety of reftoring tcr 

the 



the ptiqde tleofe ininchHes whidi they deme from ttai 

crowDy and of which tbxj had been unjiiftly deprived* 

He ti^tn^t alfo the reprefentation admitted of imf»rdve« 

ment in another way : If thirty*cwo counties were necelSary 

in the time of Queen Elizabeth^ confidering the great im^* 

provement in culture of land^ and the vaft increafe in po« 

pulation fince that time, a great number of counties would 

be necefiary now; that this was not without precedent^ 

it bad .been done in one inftance in the reign of Henry 

VIII. and an a£t of parliament for conftituting; commtfiio-« 

ner» for (tividing counties is ft ill in force. Such a meafure 

would be of great paUic utilityi not only to the reprefen^ 

tation of the peo]^; but to the police and to the udmini^ 

ftralion of juftice. Some of the exifting counties were 

confefiedly too large, from which, in M thofe rtSpe&ip 

coofiderable inconVenioiGes had arifen ; the reprefentatives 

of thofe new counties may fupply the places of fiurh of the 

private boroughs as were not able to ihew fuch titles as fa« 

tisfied the houfe, or fuch as for any other reafons it fliouU 

bethought proper to abolifih« In refpeft of thofe private 

boroughs, if it ihould be thought nfceflary to go into any 

alteration of thde, it may be effected in the manner which 

he had mentioned in refpe£t to the free boroughs, but he 

thought that the number of reprefentatives ought not to 

be encreafed. He acknowledged, that nothing could be 

faid in defence of the private boroughs ; he thought a 

perfieft reprefentation was not poffiUe to be attained in 

any country. No objeft ought to be in contemplation^ 

but fuch a repreientation as would make this houfe the real 

organ of the people ; that the houfe of Commons of £ng# 

land always aflcd Agreeably to the fcnfe of the people 

when that fenfe was known> could not be denied ; they 

had therefore probably attained to that point of perfeAiod 

which could be alone expeAed in fuch a fyftem. It muft 

be €onfeficd| that this houfe h^d not been confidered aa 

the 
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the ofgao of the people^ and had not al vxfi fpoketi tlierr 
ftadmeiiu* The cry for a reform ta the reprefentatioB 
had become general throughout the kingdom ; the cda« 
illtation if felf had become totally different in mo(^ of its 
great priqciples^ from what it was fuppkifed to be when 
the houfe of Stuart had new modelled the repreientatloni 
on motives, and in a manner, which, no man wooM de- 
fend at this day. From the arbitrary fptrlt which had 
prevailed at fome of thofe periods, the long and frequent 
difcontinuance of parliaoient, the difirafled ftate of this 
nation foi^ .a part of that time, and its difirefled fituation 
during the greateft portion of it, this fubjeA, though the 
conftant topic of complaint, was never Uefore the objedk of 
inquiry $ it ihoiftld be more firi^ly inveftigated before you 
come to-any refolution. You fhould not tell the people 
that the reprefentajtion required- amendment, without 
fuggefting the remedies. He then recommended the 
following mode to be adopted by the committee ^-^Have 
all thofe charters laid before you?-*-inquire after thofe not 
now at the rolls ; then report refohitions of fail, letting 
forth the* ftate of the reprefentation, and otlKr refolutions 
^^tatoing your opinion as to the remedies proper to be 
applied 4 but let the houfe poftpone the confideratioa 
of thofe refolutions till next feffion of parliamene, that 
time may be given to the members of this houft to con- 
fult with their conftituents, and to digcft fuch a tempe- 
rate plan of reform as may be generally acceptablew He 
meant no delay $ he wilhed to forward the meaiure ; 
to obftruft or embarrafs it now would be highly impolitic -; 
but he wi(hed to proceed with the utmoft caution- and 
deliberation, and to receive the fuUeft information 
before they finally decided on a fubjefk of fuch magni-. 
tude. 

Sir 



Collectanea Fisjfltfta. 4S* 

Sir John Blaqutere faid» he would dppofcthe motioii 
of the right honourable member, afid fnpport the amcftd* 
ment made by the Chancellor of the Exche<)uer, becatrfe 
the motion clafhed with the great Catholic bufinefsi which 
it was undefftood dugnt to have taken the lead ; becaufe 
it might fuperfede the deligns of the two right honourable 
gentlemen, who firft moved in the bufinefsi and who werd 
not now in their placesi (Mr. Ponfonby and Mr. Conolly); 
and he did not fee what right th^ honourable mover had 
to fkimithe crock and take all the cream aofd the dainties 
to make up his fyllabub, leaving them nothing but the 
flcim^milk : But above allj becaufe he thought this motion 
prejudged the meafure, and tended to pledge the houfe for 
that whichit was more^ than doubtful they couldever per- 
form ; and that it raifed ^n expeAation which they wotrld 
pof&bly never be able to fatisfy, and which he believed at 
this moment to be perfectly imprafticablcj ' and^ as he 
thought,' unfafe and unwife. 

By the manner in which the^meafure was introduced^ 
and the way in which it was debated, a bye^ilander would 
think all was 'quiet throughout the kingdom, that there 
was neither offender nor defender^ neither ailbciation, or 
tumult, and that one general fentiment of peace and order 
pervaded the land. He would not fay ^e country was in 
arms, but he thought, without offence, it might be insi- 
nuated that the public mind was fomething difturbed, 
and that fherefore fuch a meafure, difficult if not danger- 
ous at all times, might now be fatal to our peace. 

The right honourable gentleman had talked oftheqo* 
velty of the prefent reprefentation, that it bad nekttfr 
prefcriptive or other right. He obfcrvcdi there was no 
increafe of the borough reprefentation, (one inftance only 
excepted) fince the Revolution ^ and that it was from that 

period 
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period tlone yoo ihoold date your conftUution. Tkit 
the conftitutiony tbiir boaft of the worldi vat a mixed 
fltonarchy — ao union of intereftsi and a matiiality of 
checks in the great conftituent part^— and for this great 
end, a limited interference or intereft on the part of the 
Crown and the Lords, had ever been acquiefced in by the 
Hoiife of Commons* Was the entire Houfe of Commons 
to be named by the King, the ftate would be a pure 
monarchy ; was the Houfe of Lords to namd it,, it would 
be an ariftocracy i and w^ere it entirely in the people^ a 
perfeA democracy \ neither of which are governments 
that would be reliihed by this people— the oaixture perhaps^ 
not perfectly chafte and pure, but it was a government 
under which this country had throve, under which Ei^ 
land had become the happieft people on earth tnd the ar* 
bitrefs of the world. 

Give us the Englifb conftitution, fay gentlenMUt with 
loud vpices : And are there no rotten boroughs in that 
country ? Is the reprefentation more equal than here f 
Is the Jx>rough of Harriftown lefs competent in Kildare^ 
than Old Sariim in Wilts, where there (lands not a thatch* 
ed cabin within fome miles diftance ? Appleby is not a 
dofe borough, but it was, he believed, one of the moft' 
corrupt boroughs in the empire ; yet Appleby bad returned 
BIr. Pitt^ nayi he believed that the righthonourablegentle* 
snan himfelf) when he rendered his fervices eflential to the 
public, V was returned for the borough of Chariemont; 
And how ftands the general reprefentation in that country f 
Cornwall at the fag-end of the kingdom, not more pc^u« 
hms than any neighbourmg county, with half its inhabi-i 
tarns living under ground ; Cornwall fends at this hour 
fbrty-fotir members to the Englifh parliament, whilft the 
eonnty of Middlefez* the cities of London and Weflminl^ 
ter^ with all their confequence and vaft population^ return 

only 
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onlf eight, and yet thcfc people look not for a reform ; 
true) there was an aflbciation for that purpofe (kt on foot^ 
and true it is that many of the moifl refpe6:able men in 
that kingdom had concurred in the meafure ; but it is e4uaU 
ly true alfo, that almoft every refpeAable gentleman in that 
aflbciation had ftruck ont his name from the lift. 

Coming more immediately to what he wiflied. to ftate^ 
he obfenredf that on any other olpcafioD» ^r any other fub* 
je£^9 he fhould be albamed to trefpafs on the houfe as he 
did, but the object of their prefent confideratioa, was toa 
inomentous to require apologies { for in k was . involved 
nothihg ItCs as he conceived, than the peace of the cocm** 
try nowy and at the time, to come, if you fliall bdiMk 
the power of conveying your eftates to your childreot 

It feems, Sir, faid he, as if God for- our fins had yifitfi4 
thefe countries. Great Britain, France and Ireland^ 
commonly called the King's Dominions, with an epidemic 
and dangerous diforder which manifeds itfelf in a rago 
for innovation and reform. ' In Great Britain and France 
the paroxyfm having got to its criiis, the matter hat 
been in tho/e coi\ntries decided ^ in Ireland the thing is at 
jflqc. 

In FVance, the tyranny of government had obtained ta 
fuch an excefs, that the people were inpapable of enduring 
it any longer } and in the idea of reform it unhappily be» 
came the obje£l of their miftaken zeal and wiihef^ to call 
for a complete reprefentatioo of all the people, precifely 
in the fame terms which are ufed by the county of Mbna?- 
ghan, in the refolutions they have this, day pailed, in their 
inftruAions to their members (which he sead) ; the people, 
thus reprefented, vxtc jealous of the gqod^ and liked oot 
the great ; i^oderate mea were foon circumvented or es- 

peUedi 
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pelled ; the lords were difcDiflTed ; and in a fhort time 
(bheir k«Dgi nay, their God, were voted to be incumbrances 
to the ftatc. In our long parliament, proceedings verj 
fiinilar occurred ; they originated in the fame principles/ 
and ended in Hke cataftrophes. But this isthe event of 
yederday: Louis the Sixjteenth carried his dignity, mth 
his innocence, to the Tcaffold ; but as he had, he (aid, fo 
lately enlarged on this melancholy theme, he would now^ 
unlyobferve, thatefthe firft national aflcmbly, conQfting 
of one thouland two hondred men, more than three hern- 
dre and Bfty, he believed, had been butchered, and, with 
the exception of about fixteen or eighteen perfons, the 
reft wcrebani(hcd and the property of all confifcated, and thi| 
was the effeft of a complete rcprefentation of all the people! 
And in regard to their ceconomy, fnch was the parfimony 
with which the public treafure was handled, (he knew 
the faft], that the expence, for the n^onth' of September 
laft, was more than feven million ftcrllng ; in October it 
exceeded eight millions five hundred thoufand pounds ; 
and that in the account of individuab, whilft many of their 
beft refpefted patriots were privately remitting and vetting 
in our funds, f urns from forty to fourfcorc thoufand pounds 
for themfejves^ they had the inhuman impudence to refufe 
to their infulted and beautiful queen the coft of a fingl^ 
chaiigc of con^mqn apparel i 

In England it was otherwife ; the goocl fenft of the na- 
tion prevailed, and all are happy and at peace : but about 
the time of the meeting of their parliament, it wore fuch 
an inaufplcious afpeft, that the vigilance of the executive 
government thought it neceflary to call within the circum- 
vallation of the metropolis, all the troops for one hundred 
niilcs round. In a village where he was, (Greenwich) th^ 
Prince of Wales^s regiment, which, to the jlory and ai- 
vanta|[e of the natioh, is now fo properly called, [a loud 
* - cry 



cry of hear him ! hear himi] marched in during the night* 
Langtfage was held in that parliament fuch as never dt£- 
graced thefe walls. The glorious viftory of Jemappc ; the 
dlfgrace and defeat of the two tyrants, the King of Frui&y 
and the Eqnperor, the allies of Great Britaio, wesre found- 
ed in exulting triumph; But they were met fay the virtues 
of the people, whofe fcnfes were soufcd by the txtrthm of 
an honourable gentleman. wh<^ bcddly pvihed forward in 
the front of the battle, and to whofe talehts, manhood 
and im^erpoCtion, the peace of dsat kingdom n^ay, in a 
great meafure, be afcribed. By him the fallacy pf theif 
^n'guments was refuted, and .the dangerous principles of 
their condiiA.expofed: tl^s was doi^ by: an Iriihman-^ 
the mtnifter of England was not in parliament, and if it 
fhould ever happen that fuch fervices were forgot-— -no, 
they never would be forgot, for whilft memory held its feat 

* * ... 

in the breaft of man,- the name of Edmund Burke would 
be repeated with gnitilude, by every true born Englifiunan^ 
the force of his eloquence and the truth of his dodtrtne was 
fo irre£flible, that pne by one the great matadors of 
the ^ntient oppoiition deferted their leader, profeffing 
eternal ties of perfonal attachment and rdpe£^; they^ 

» ■ 

howevi^r, almoft all of them^^^iroted againft him f not out of 
any regard to the minifter, but on the contrary $ for he did 
in his conicience believe, that the arch^angel Qabriel is not 
more detcfted by the devil himfelf, than Mr. Pitt is by 
many of thefe gentlemen ;^ but the cpnduft of adminiflira- 
tioh was wife, a£live and vigilant, and the fnppPrt given 
was unequivocal; the words, he believed, he could nearly 
rccolleft of one of the firtt chai^ftcrs in the kingdom, 
« 1 will not,'* faid he, *» contaminate the fupport I wifh to 
give, by any tmwdrthy* ifafinuations which might tend to 
leflca the charadter of ddminiftration in the eyes of the 
country, or that would deprive them of the Confidence of 
^hc people, fo neceflary for them at this time.** The ton-« 
• : ,, " fequence 
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* 
ftqueace htt been fomething very like an unanimity ;^ the 
cffedbof it, ]peace. * 

• Ireland Is now to take her choice ; ibh w31 conikler die 
examples that are before her ; the page of biftory need not 
be ranfacked, the thing is recent and fireih : you fee at thb 
moment the pe<^e of Sngbmd, profperoas and happy ; 
indatthe fame aoment,- perhaps, the kennels of Paris 
ruaniiig with blood. But God onc^ hardened the heart of 
Pharaohf and if, for oar t ranfgrcffions, be flkaH, in hit 
wifiiomi permit 4his 'tafetoatioA to contin\ie among us i 
why^ fiiid be» I fliadi have done my duty ; he owed great 
obligatioii9 to the country i be W9s difcharging a part of the 
debt. 

. He had done, he faid, hU duty, and at this moment 
would add but ooeobfertation, whi^h he wifhed might be 
ts tmpreffive upon the minds of other g^lemen, as it had 
been upon his own ; we were yet in ciote to rally round 
the con&quence of parliamentx if gentlemen were dt& 
poied to maintain its charaAer and authority : bat that kl 
bis confcieoce, he truly believed it was utterly impoifible 
in the fame breath, to maint^ia the peace of the Gountryg 
tod to overthrow its government. ; they (hooMi and they 
lam&y in a criiis like this, ttsuid qk ^^U together* 

Mr. Duqaery contended^ ftrenuoufly, in fupport of tfao 
refolution propofed hy Mr* Grattan, and e^pre&ed the 
concern which he felt at feeing the manner in fphich t|»9 
motion of that right honourable . gentleman^ had beeo 
recoved by thoie on the other fi4e of the J&oufe i morp 
efpeciallyy when it is remembered; bow the fubje£);i which 
was now under di£cttfIlon» came immediately before them. 
Ajt the commencement of the prefent feiBon, a motion wee 
^ade by the right honourable genjd«man, who has now 

propo&4 
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propoftfd the prcfcnt refolution, f^ to appoint a committee 
tt) inquire whether atiy, and what abufeSj had taken place 
V» the Admiaiftratidn of thi^ country/' That motion was \ 

A^ativcd bf the gentlemen on the other fide of the boufe ; 
and, at the fame time, a member in the confidence of Ad« 
mlni&ration> and high in office under them, movedj as an 
amendment^that a committee (hould >be appointed^ to eni 
quire into the ftate . of the r'eprefentation of the nation ; 
^nd a committee^ was acconUngly appointed, with almoft 
the unanimous approbation of the houfe, to take into con- 
fideration that ferioui and important quefiion. We are 
oowfitting, for ^he firft time^ in that committeei and we 
are now debating upon the firft refoliition propofed for our 
confideration*. The true tendency of that refolution is/ 
VJ^put an end to that dangerous and unconftitutional abufe 
q£ procuring^ feats in parliament, by the payment of tcrtain^ 
fiuns of money, ^whether thofe fufiis be diitributed amdngft* 
94a«mber of eledors, or paid at once into the band of a 
fibagle individual. < There is the great primsfry grievance, 
and the fource, pelPhaps, of every other political abufe 
which the propofed refolution is calculated to correA, and, 
if ^ffible, totally to eradicate. If then we are really ferious * ' 
m the arduous tafk we have undertaken, that of endea-*^ 
vouring to refbi'm the flate of our reprefentation,'! can 
fisircety conceive h6w fucfa a refolution can meet with a 
i^le iiegktive. Is there' any man in tjiis committee who 
entertains a doubt that feats have been procured again and . 
again in parliaiment, by t&e diftribution and payment of' 
cmfiderable foms of money, tending at once 'to weigh 
dlNffei die mtmber who procures his feat by fueh unworthy 
pra£tice$> to corrupt the elector who votes under fuch in- ' 
fluejeice, and to degrade the parliatnent, whofe feats ate ob- ' 
twedbf the vtolatton of every eonftitutional principle. 
Surely, it will not be contended, that it is necefi!ary for us 
to call evidence to our bn, to prove the exigence of an ab- 
Vol. IL F f ufe. 
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«(e» yfAkh anj mtn Mt of thk JicAife vMUt bold h ti^tfa* 
loss to oontfOTort I and if we aro ail of iv coaYtaoed 4ult 
iiioh. corrppt prafiicea have pcBwaUed .to fi^ia .« ^Acaftj 
as almoft to endanger tke fkietf of Ihe fiatey^oiighf ire 
tohefitate in adopting tbe refolutioia now proptfedy.lfaf 
gfieat oijjcft of .whicli is to cot out ^ tliie rootathal on- 
eonftituitQnal traflU: I But, inftead. of acceding to thb mea- 
fttre» the right honourable the ClianceUor of the Esdier 
foer hat thought proper to moYe» by way of awcndmcntt 
axeiblutioo altogether diftin£t from that origmdly pnopi^* 
•d^ and totaUy out of the fphere of the fubgeft now bcfiire 
«•• That right honoprable gentleman has thon^t proper 
ao move you to come to a refolatbo^ << dMdi oader the pre- 
font ftate of the reprefentation of the people in parUament, 
our manufa£hires have improted» our trade has eaereafi^ 
and the country has advanced in profperity." Now^ reallyt 
Sir, what that long laboured panegyric upon parlianaent lus 
tp fay to the prefent iubjeQ;, 1 am^4t a loft to difcover f if 
jgarliament hat done fervices to thenatipui tiiie poq^le omft 
knpw and feel their cffedt, apd it is uuneceSary fiir. w to 
become p;inegyrilks ^of our own a£lioos« And if» <mifae 
o^er hand, the people £houl4 not conceive themfetyea |o 
highly indebted to the jnftioe and wifiiom of paiiiaaieii^ 
aji ttet right honourab^ gentleman had endoavouredf lo 
cpBimce them that they are, then fueh a pnafiife md m* 
hounded eology upon ourlelves, will tei^ onlj io oshtbit 
Parliament in a very ridiculous poini of view $ .let ia% tot 
Qf^ moment) rcfled irhat was thpobje&of t]ie)lmi{^..ia 
appoln^iifg a committee to inquire into the ftate of4iiiifO>* 
prefentatioix of the people} Waa it toot uponii.yriAaip^ 
tion that fome confiderable abu%i liave takw; pjii^ mlk^ 
reprefentationi which loudly calls upon oi»^ cM9$fAmf%t0 
reOify ? Should we theux inftead of eomiiig i^ a fpe^iP 
cefoltitioni tending to eradicate fne of ihe prineipoL ^tbijdcf 
whl^ €%i& ia that rej^feoutioPi 4mf.itfjk MM JW»- 
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$fm^^ our owit conduct i Would not tte hovTei trhta 
we cowt jto report our proceedings and dctirer in txy them 
tbefe Iftviih cncofloiams upon parliameiit^ conceive that we 
had irery much miftaken the ob^eA of our inqwry, and in)f« 
l|>eiit the time of omr comiiiittee ? The right honourable, 
gentteman, on the other fide> has called the refolutioa 
pcopofed to youi' by the right honourable mover on this 
Mty s^iibel upon parliament. Why fo» in fuSt, were tliofe 
mery Uib to which he has alluded in the conrfe of his fpeech. 
"What was that much boafted el^on law, whu;h the right 
honomablrgentleman had alluded to, and generally known 
by the name of Mr. Grenville's A& i That Jaw might juft 
as well have been coniidered a libel upon parliament ; for 
it certainl^ admitted one leading pointy that the houfe of 
Commons, in its coUedive capacity, had not fufficient tn- 
tC|^y to decide the merits of contefted eledions between 
oppofiic candidates, and, tUmtSlKf^ a fworn committee 
was by that afit cfl&bKihedf upon the necefiary implication, 
that thehottfe itfelf was inac^equate to the purpofe of juf- 
tice; yet that hill> (6 far from being deemed a libely was 
toofidered as a great conftitutional improvement ; fo in the 
fame manoer, as to this o£lennial biQ', which that right 
honouraUe gentleman has made p^rt of his euloglum upon 
pat&flient, that bBl was founded upon the prefumption, 
that th» houfe ought not to betrufted with the reprefen- 
t3^n«f the people, for a longer ptfiod than that of eight 
years ; furdy that was a ftrong implicatidn of the neceflity 
ofeorre£kiQg an abnfe in the conftitufibn, by making its 
reiirtfentative body return back to the fountain of th6 peo- 
pie ; and yet that law^ fb far from being conSdered as a 
VM upon parliament, has ever been deemed as one of our 
greateft conftitutional improvements. Let us, therefore, 
hai^ done wilii faying that this refolution is a libel upon 
parlhment, becaufe it goes to redtify one of tbegreateft 
itik(»€tBi^^ In tnitb,€ur, I eon- 
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adet this unneceflary panegyric apon paurliament as a pretcr. 
certain timeiit that we are not to hope, at prefent, for any 
cfiedUve reform ; inftead of beginning by cocrefiion, wr 
commence our labours by flattery, as anbouoded as fbme 
perfons might think it unmerited. If we arc rea% and 
truFy ferious in the great work we have nndcrtakenj, 
let us, by adopting the refolution now propofed by the 
right honourable gentleman near me, fattsfy the nttioOf 
that we have undertaken this glorious taik^ with the* 
zeal and fpirit* that becomes honeft reprefentatlves/.and 
not with the addrefs and cunning that arc fiuted only to 
finifhed courtiers. 

» 

Mr. Curran oppofed the amendment propofed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and fupported the original 
motion with great warmth. He examined it from different 
points of view. He^faidthis was not a^time for fophiftry 
or quibble. A member of parliament ought to leav^ his 
ingenuity at the door, and bring into the houfe nothing but 
his ingenuoufnefs and integrity. We muft be befotted in- 
deed if we thought fophifms, which could not impofo upoa 
ourfelves, could make dupes of the public. Ihe queftioa 
before us was the fimpleft imaginable. The hpufe had 
conie to a refolution of inquiring « into the ftare of the ' 
reprefentation/* The committee had now met accordingly. 
What did t^ey meet to inquire into ? Was it the merits of 
the Houfe of Commons? No, hefaid, every man knows 
the conUary ; it was the defeats of the reprefcnution com* 
plained of by the people, ^nd admitted by the houfe itfelt 
What then could the Chancellor of the Exchequer mean, 
by propofing a fulfome panegyric on the merits of a body, 
into whofe defedls they were ordered to inquire ^ If we d^. 
this, faid he, we ihall deceive nobody ; not ourfelves ; not 
the people, they will defpife and deteft us, for the hypo« 
crify and effrontery of fuch a procedure. He faid parlia« 
snent was at the very moment of crifis* The hope we had 
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held out of canftkutionattedrefs^, had hcFd the dlfquiet oF 
vth6 public mind in Tufgence. Our prefent condudl mud be 
^eciiivej It moft fix the public hope of reform to parlia,- 
nient, or ihcw the people they mud look only to the m- 
felycs. We had, he &id> brought forward, the firft ne- 
ceffiiry ftiep-^the avowed abyfe of parliament — the fale of 
bocoi^ghs. — ^Wasthis a h(\ ? If you deny it, faid he, we wiU 
0iew you that the great body of this houfe are fitting 
here for money, and not by eIe£lioa. If you admit the hQ:^ 
will you fay that it is not an abufe ? If you ftifle this by 
artifice^ I (ay again, we fhall become odious and contempt*- 
ibietothe nation, and they will look to themfeWes, . and 
Ireland muft take her chance of fuch conftitution as may ho 
made (on ber^ If you dp yquc duty> ]^ou> a^j nov foim 
i^ yourfelves. 

He then ftated the reform wbict.^ he faid, ought to take 
place. A fair reprefentation of the landed and commerr 
cial property of the nation i that, he faid, ought to be done, 
forthwith, as cautioufly as may be, but certainly within^ 
this feipon j otherwife, it muft be loft, and the ftate of 
Ireland, at war, divided and diiTatisfied, made it peculiarly 
Qecei&ry at this jun£lure. But, he. faid, gentlemen defired 
a plan. He expreiled much in4ignatioa at this demand ; 
to dcjny the difeafe, and demand the remedy, he faid, was 
:pidicu}ou{ly abfurd* He faid he ihould be forry to fee a 
plan introduced until the nec^fiSity was. confefied y^ it would 
be filly while that^. neceflity was denied. But he had^no- 
t^er objeAion to.the introduAion of a plan i he thought it 
ought tabe fubje£t to all the confideration within and with- 
out the houfe, which the fefilon would allow; and he 
thought the houfe ought to enfure the continuance of tlie^ 
fcflion for that great objcft. He had alfo another; jthc Ca- 
tholic queftion muft precede a reform. Their place, in th^, 
ip^te<mu(^ be decided firft. 
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The qtjeftloD, he faid, was fliort, and .would be dcci- " 
five. Ireland fcelsj that without an immediate reforoii 
ber liberty is gone. I think fo too ( while a Single guard 
of Britiih freedom, either internal or external is wanting, 
Ireland is in bondage; ihe looks to us for that |;reat e* 
mancipation $ fhe expc£ls not impoffibiliciey from us, bat 
flieexpeAs honeflrand plain dealing ; and if (he finds them . 
hot; rethember what I predidl, (he will abominate h^ pajv 
liament, and look'fora reform toberfelf. 

Mr. Grattan in reply iaiJ-**The right bonourabfe gratlC' 
mm has called the lubmitced reiblution a libel oii parlia* 
ifient» hoping, no doubt, that I would have introduced 
fome ftrong and indecorous refolutions which w<»ild have 
given them an opportunity of oppofing the principle of l|^e 
reform of parliament, under the colour of maintatninj^. 
its reputation ; but I hate fo framed the refolutions that 
none of them direOty go to degrade this hou(e, at tbc 
fame time ^faat they do mod certainly arraign the jMrkfiicea 
and defeats which attend the reprefentation ; the firft re- 
folution ftrlkes dircflly at the talc of bdroughs 5 it does, 
indeed ilrike at the expences of elefiions, but it does alio 
and dittdly flrike at the fale of boroughs; and for fa 
much corrcfts one great vite in your reprel^otatioii, with- 
out correcting which, it ts in vain to think of corredting the 
others. Gentlemen havfe foid, this motion is the fubjeft of 
an ele^ion bill—an eleAion bill that eompafied thif part 
of the fubje£t would be, for fo mucfa| a refojtm hUL I 
confefs, I think the motidh is but little underfiood ; it^ 
not conceived to r^acb the fale of boroughs* The words, 
payments for returns to ierve in parliament, J^dean piote 
than expences at -^leCliohs; and for that reafoil the^ are 
inferted : they go direAly to the root of the fdlt of bo- 
roughs ; and thid reafon why I began with this part of the 
fubjeft is, becaufc you, have as ftrong evidence as- joo can 
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luire, or would recem, touching the fab of boroughs^ 
jott woald not recehe public proof» and you lute alreadjr 
internal contriJUon of that abufe ; therefore you ciM^not Cvf 
againft this refolution what you'will be too willing to faty a^ 

gainft the others, that you hate no proof. 

, ■ • 

This refolutbn then puts the queflEion dipe£Uy to your. 

breait. Are you or are you not an enemy to the reforiu o£ 
parHamem I If you refift thia motion, itis oot bccauic 
you want evidence, for you have all the evidence this 
part of the fub>e£); admits of ; it is not becaufe you exaA 
yefpeA foi^ the exifting conftitution, ftnr this meafurois 
drawA up in terms of unquefl;ipnable decorum, fo it is bfi*. 
caufe you. are not yet ^ncere pa the fub]e^ 

The other two fefblotions go to the iaadeq^iacy of the 
ssaprefentation;, the firft ftates proportions of which you. 
have bad proof thefe many years, and the third, from thac 
reiblution infers that the fiate of your reprefentation re*, 
quires amendment ; here I am under difficulties— ^if on 
the one hand to arraign, or on the other hand >ta ^ea^e un-^ 
quefiiohed the prefent ftate of your houie of Commons.^ 
I have taken what I think a decorous part. I have queiK- 
oned its defe^ refpe^ully, without dlfappointing thofe 
who onTywiih a reform, or gratifying thofe who wifh the 
degradation of parliaixient*; If you pafs thefe refolutionsii 
you mvJk rei«rm the representation, but I fee from the 
oppofition to the firfti the propriety of keeping bztqk the 
kft ; for if the committee will not go fo far as to fay that 
lale of boi^ughs are an .^bnky it will not fay t4ie repreiciw 
tation is defcAi^e y the truth is, the committoe will fay 
nothing on the fubjeA i bat it is in vain to parry it-»yoa 
muft refdrHi parliament, and you mufl do it.thi||,fe0ion ; 

• ' • - " * 

you bav^. gpne too far |p go back. I look upon ithe re- 
form of parliamei^ as % n^eafiire of. abfolu^te nccajSty, and 
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Uyou rcfift us in one ibapCi ^«ciwll return in titcnty, im- 
til at Uft this grtzt point i« atchieved for theceofttry. Tire 
amendment of the right ,• honourable member prepdfds^ 
that if a plan fuch as the amendment dcfcribcs is fubtilit*- 
ted, the committee will confider it. The right honour- 
able gentleman forgets Aat the committee is appointed t<| 
inquire into the ftate of the reprcfentation only. The 
amending that flate by a fp^cific plan, is the bufincfi moft 
honourably and difinteceftedly occupied by another right 
honourable member, whom I wifh on this fubjcft not to 
come acrofs, but follow and aflSift ; were I to come with a 
fpccific plan to this committee } ihoold be guilty of attempt- 
ing to do by the inflrument of the committee, what he 
will do by the bill, propound a plan of reform ; it is my 
cbjeft thereYore in this committee to pledge you to the 
buiinefSy and to fpeed it fo as that it may be compleated 
this feffion of parliament. Thofe gentlemen who are moft 
impatient for a fpecific plan, are impatient for it in order 
to attack the principle, under pretence of cavilling with the 
plan — No, Sir, but when gentlemen are fufficiently em* 
barked in the principle, then will be the proper time for 
produdng a plan. 

The right honourable gentleman in lib amendment, in* 
vites you indeed to produce a plan, but, at the fame time, 
tells you, it is unneceflary ; for the Houfe of CommonSf 
in the prefent ftate of reprcfentation, has done every thing 
which your trade and your conftitution require; aW under 
pretence of defending the charafler of parliament, he fug- 
gefts the praftical excellence of your prefcnt reprelentai- 
tion ; his amendment* therefore, goes againft the reform 
of parliameiit ; but, fearing fuch an amendment h too 
firong, he foftens it afterwards, and fays, it ii true if you 
can find what he thinks you cannot i fuch a plan of reform 
as {hall fecure you all your advtotages^ and give you more 
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tkaa indeed he will. What ! adopt it! — Ho, confider it. 
Who wtU c«f^er ? not the houits biiU committee ap- 
pointed to another purpofe — for the purpofe of enquiriog 
intathe ftate of the reprefentation, not framing a bill for 
the refiorm of parliament ; fo that his amendment is ob« 
jeJUonabk for ks inforipaUty as well as its contents, .^e 
cannot propofe it in the fommlftee, and he ongfit i^ot lo^ 
propofe it m the houfe ; and propofed in^ either^ it injures 
the great queftion to which we are all attentive, and moft 
of us pledged — the Reform of Parliament^ 

The qoeilion being at length put on the amendaM&ti 
there appeared 
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Againft it 
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